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Call to Double-Down on Safety
Measures as Local Covid Rates Double
By Kitty Mayo
The Covid-19 cases in Lake County have
increased at a more rapid rate than at any
time thus far during the pandemic, doubling
in just one week, with about 40 new cases in
the last seven days. Adding about a dozen
new cases in the last week, Cook County has
also doubled their seven-date rate.
Greg Ruberg at Lake View Hospital in
Two Harbors says the increase, along with
an all-time one day high of 13 new cases on
one day in the last week, has been an eyeopener for some.
“It's got people's attention, there's a lot of
anxiety and questions. That's good, because
this is now a crisis and we have to turn this
around quick,” said Ruberg.
The primary issue is lack of hospital beds,
with ICU beds full across the state. In an
emergency for any medical need beyond
Covid-19, a hospital bed or ICU care may
not be available.
Reports of large indoor gatherings without
masks continues to be a problem in our community, and could result in catastrophic
spreading of the virus. Gathering indoors
with people outside of your household (or
your Covid-safe social“bubble” or pod) is
not advised.

If the trend in Minnesota continues along
its trajectory without a change in intervention, there is every reason to believe cases
and deaths will accelerate in our region. According to covidactnow.org the case per
100,000 has reached more than 76 during
the week of November 9th. This compares
to where Wisconsin was just two weeks ago,
and now they are logging 99 cases per
100,000. It compares to where North Dakota
was four weeks ago, and now they are seeing 173 cases per 100k.
Minnesota's Dr. Michael Osterholm has
been named to president-elect Biden's
Covid-19 advisory board. Osterholm leads
the Center for Infectious Disease Research
and Policy at the University of Minnesota.
Sign up for weekly podcasts from Osterholm
here: https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/
podcasts-webinars .

No Red Kettle for
Cook County
Salvation Army
Due to COVID-19 restrictions and safety
precautions, the Cook County Service Unit
of the Salvation Army will not be doing the
traditional red kettle bell ringing campaign
this holiday season.

Hey Local Skiers! Used Rental Sale!!
Weekends Beginning Nov. 14th!
Skis $75 • Boots $50
Snowboards $50
Early Bird Sales!

Lutsen Recreation
245 Ski Hill Rd.
218-663-7863 / lutsenrec.com
Bring this ad in for a free pair of socks!

Instead, they will be accepting donations at
the Grand Marais State Bank at both the
Grand Marais and Tofte locations. Checks
can also be made payable to Salvation ArmyCook County Service Unit and mailed to:
Salvation Army-Cook County Service Unit
c/o Grand Marais State Bank
PO Box 100
Grand Marais, MN 55604

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
American Legion
Post109

Veterans Court
Court Bill Fails to Pass State
Legislaturee
Legislatur
A bill proposed to expand veterans courts
throughout greater Minnesoat failed to pass
in the most recent special session of the state
legislature. Called the Veterans Restorative
Justice Act, the bill would keep veterans
convicted of lower-level crimes out of
prison. It would create sentencing options
for veterans with service-related mental
health conditions, and it was supported by
several national veterans organizations.
During 2019 it is estimated that 6% of
those incarcerated at Minnesota correctional
facilities are veterans. Changes from the bill
are estimated to have the ability to save the
Department of Corrections $1 million a year,
and would steer veterans into chemical dependency treatment, or education/rehabilitation programs that specialize in working
with veterans instead of incarceration.

amendments, and the bill died as time on the
special session ran out.
Rep. Rob Ecklund, DFL- International
Falls, a Marine Corps veteran, said: “We had
the opportunity to come together - as Democrats and Republicans - to help our military
veterans who have admirably served our
country but who have made mistakes during
rough patches returning home.” Ecklund is
also chairman of the House Veterans and
Military affairs committee.
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It is expected that the bill will come before
the legislature again this year in a special
session, or in 2021.
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In the Senate the bill was passed by a 67-0
vote, however the House did not vote on the
bill after House Republicans added several
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