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Read i ng h i s t or y o f Ge rmany . one becomes much awa r e t ha t t h i s coun t r y was cons t an t l y a t wa r , e i t he r among
t hemse l ves or w i t h ne i ghbor i ng coun t r i es . Because o f i t s cen t r a l l oca t i on i n Europe , a rm i es o f o t he r coun t r i es passed
t hrough , des t roy i ng homes and c rops , Ge rmany was a l so sub j ec t t o drough t s .

Dur i ng t he n i ne t een t h cen t un - t he Ge rman peop l e we r e cype r ene i ng vc r i - d i f f i cu l t t i mes . The economy Vas
poor , t he f a rms we r e sma l l , and t he peasan t peop l e f ound i t vc r v d i f f i cu l t t o sun l ve .

I n a l e t t e r , da t ed Feb . 15 . 1903 . f rom my gr ea t - gr andmo t he r We l t ge . t i mes d i dn ' t seem t o be much be t t e r . She
s t a t es i n he r l e t t e r t ha t she d i dn ' t know whe r e he r s t r eng t h had gone , as " l neve r s t a r ved . 1 wou l d l i ke t o se l l (my l and )
because i l i s ge t t i ng t oo ha rd f or me . The ba rn needs r epa i r . t he back wa l l i s a l l broken . We no t i ced t ha t i n t he f a l l
a4eady hop i ng t ha t i t wou l d l as t t hrough t he w i n t e r . Now I have on l y one goa t , bu t have so much f eed I have dec i ded
t o buy a sma l l p i g , s i nce t he r e i s enough f eed . I f I g i ve t he f eed t o o t he r s I r ece i ve no t h i ng f or i t . To se l l i t Non have no
chance t o t a l k i t ove r w i t h someone . I f you say a word . t hey exagge r a t e so much . t ha t i t i s be t t e r t o keep qu i e t .

Today i t snowW a l l day wh i ch makes i t bad t o have ` ve t f ee t and you do no t ge t r i d o f t he cough ( end o f l e t t e r? .
I n 1948 , t he poor peop l e s t a r t ed a r evo l u t i on The l i be r a l s wan t ed mor e f r eedom . The r evo l u t i on f a i l ed . Many

began i mm i gr a t i ng t o t he Un i t ed S t a t es . They had r ead i n a book x r r i t t en by Go t l i cb Duden i n t he 1920 ' s He had came
t o Ame r i ca t o t he s t a t e o f M i ssour i . He exp l or ed S t . Cha r l es , Mon t gome r y and Wa r r en Coun t , , - and f ound i t so much
l i ke h i s home l and t ha t he encour aged h i s peop l e t o eomc CO t ha t a r ea . He ' had a dr eam i n wh i ch he v i s t oned M i ssour i
becom i ng a Ge rman s t a t e . Because o f t he dep l or ab l e cond i t i ons i n t he Ge rman home l and , t t dcs o f i mm i gr an t s came t o
t he S t . Lou i s , S t . Cha r l es a r ea , i n t he h i l l s a l ong t he M i ssour i R i ve r . Mos t o f t hese i mm i gr an t s came f rom I l anove r .
L i ppe - De t ma i d and Wespha l i a , a l l l oca t ed i n t he Nor t hwes t e rn pa r t o f Ge rman% , .

The ve r y f i r s t Ge rman i mm i gr an t s came i n t he scven i cxm- hundr eds and se t t l ed i n Pennsy l van i a , no« known
as t he Pennsy l van i a Du t ch popu l a t i on . They came t hrough f l ew- Yor k por t .

The M i ssour i Ge rman popu l a t i on came e i t he r t hrough New Yor k ; or New Or l eans . F rom Nov Yor k t hey
c rossed l and i n t o Pennsy l van i a t o t he Oh i o R i ve r F rom New Or l eans t hey came up t he M i ss i ss i pp i R i ve r i n t o I l l i no i s
and M i ssour i .

The Ge rman popu l a t i on o f W i scons i n and M i nneso t a came t hrough New Yor k ha rbor and f rom t he r e on t he
Hudson R i ve r t o t he Gr ea t Lakes r eg i on_

Ge rman - speak i ng peop l e f ormed c l ose l y kn i t commun i t i es o f t he i r own . Bu t t he ma i n t h i ng wh i ch he l d t he
se t t l e r s t oge t he r was t he i r " one f a i t h . " ' t oge t he r t hey we r e de t e rm i ned t o es t ab l i sh a chur ch and schoo l i n t he cen t e r o f
t he i r new l y f ound commun i t i es .

Fam i l i es f rom Wash i ng t on Coun t y , I l l i no i s , ca rne i n t o 4ua t l l wz t i t M i ssour i i n t he l a t e 197 t Ys hav i ng hea rd t ha t
l and was cheap he r e ; a l so , i t was t he wes t e rn f ron t i e r a t t he t i me . Ok l ahoma was s t i l l a t e r r i t or y o f t he Fede r a l
Gove rnmen t . The F r i sco r a i l way sys t em was se l l i ng excess l and t hey had pur chased f or $6 , { )4 l an ac r e

I n 1874 , a sma l l group o f Ge rman se t t l e r s i n M i nneso t a f ound t he wea t he r t oo seve r e and hav i ng hea rd abou t
cheap l and i n Lawr ence Coun t y , came t o pur chase f a rm l and on wha t w°as known as t he Spr i ng R i ve r Pr a i r i e
Un f or t una t e l y , many a r eas on Spr i ng R i ve r Pr a i r i e t urned t o " S t a t i c Pr a i r i e . " I n t he h i s t or y o l ' t he Don n i ng Fam l l . , I l l e
f o l l ow i ng no t a t i on was made .
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These Se t t l e r s had or l e t h i ng i n common and t ha t was t hey yyan t . ed new " un t ouched " l and . By Sep t embe r ,
1894 , t he comm L I E]

i t N I _ t cga l r t o deve l op and expand . I t sccmcd f i t t i ng t o name t he new t own F r c i s t a t t , wh i ch
i mp l i es a " p l ace o f r e f uge " , s i nec t h i s commun i t y d i d r epr esen t a r e f uge f or many o f i t s i nhab i t an t s . Tha t same

yea r a Lu t he r an congr e f ~) a l i on was es t ab l i shed and i t s f i r s t pas t or , t he Rev . H_ G_ Grupe , was i ns t a l l ed . By 1977 ,
f am i l i es we r e a r rn t og f ro New M i ndcn , I l l i no i s , On Apr i l 11 , 1879 , t he f i r s t Lu t he r an chur ch , Tr i n i t y Lu t he r an ,

was ded i ca t ed and soon a f t e rwa rds , a Lu t he r an Day Schoo l was es t ab l i shed .
O f t he or i g i na l f am i l i es f rom M i nneso t a , t he r e we r e t wo se t s o f bro t he r s . Augus t and John F r i t z . and

Ernes t and W i l l i am Schoen . ' f he l i t t l e commun i t y gr ew t o f i f t y f am i l i es by 1883 .
New Menden , I l l i no i s , yvm pr edom i na t e l y Lu t he r an : t he Lu t he r an chur ch s t i l l s t ands t oday - No t f a r f rom

t he r e i s t he t own o f l l ov l e t on , I l l i no i s . The popu l a t i on t he r e was pr edom i na t e l y Ge rman Evange l i ca l .
M v gr andpa r cn t s ( F i ehe r ' s } came t l u -QLag i i New Yor k ha rbor and ac ross l and t . o Hvy l Laon . I l l i no i s .

Ano t he r f i eke r f am i l y a l r eady was es t ab l i shed i n t he a r ea hav i ng come t o Ame r i ca i n t he 1930 ' s . I t i s assumed
t ha t gr and f a t he r wor ked as a h i r ed hand on t he f a r e , t ha t t he a l r eady es t ab l i shed F i ekc r f am i l y had i n
Wash i ng t on . Coun t y .

Hav i ng hea rdo f t he cheap l and i n Sou t hwes t M i ssour i . Gr and f a t he r came t o t he a r ea i n t he ea r l y 1880 ' s ,
and l i ved a t P i onee r , M i ssour i , and aga i n assum i ng he was a h i r ed hand f or a f a rme r t he r e . He bough t a f a rm
wes t . o f S t o t t s C i t y ' i n 1884 .

One o f t he f i r s t conce rns o f t hese Ge rman Evange l i ca l f am i l i es was t o es t ab l i sh a chur ch i n t he i r
commun i t y_ l r t 1979 , t he Ge rman Evange l i ca l chur ch was born i n Sou t hwes t M i ssour i , nea r t he commun i t y o f
F r c i s t a t t . The chur ch s i t e and ceme t e r y was bough t f or $1 00 , w i t h t he s t i pu l a t i on t ha t i f i t was no t used f or a
chur ch t hey wou l d decd i t back t o t he or i g i na l owne r -

The f i r s t chur ch was bu i l t i n 1880 . a 20 X 30 f t . bu i l d i ng wh i ch was used f or wor sh i p and a pa roch i a l
schoo l . The Landrum M i ssour i pos t o f f i ce* made ma i l de l i ve r i es once a week : . I n 1885 , a l a rge r chur ch bu i l d i ng
was bu i l t and s t r xx l un t i l des t roved by a t ornado i n 1944 .

O t he r Ge rman groups moved i n t o t he a r ea es t ab l i sh i ng o t he r Ge rman chur ches . I l obe rg had a Ge r rnan
Ep i scopa l Me t hod i s t chur ch f ounded i n 1881 .

A Gennan Me t hod i s t Ep i scopa l chur ch was f ounded he r e i n M t . Vc rnon , i n 1896 , bv ' t he hey- . W . F .
Sa l zwede l .

I n t he Ve rona v i c i n i t y a S t . John Ge rman Evange l i ca l chur ch was f ounded i n 1885 .
The Ge rman Ca t ho l i c group chose r a i l road t owa t s o f f i e f - cc C i t y and Monc t t t o es t ab l i sh chur ches .
I n t he h i s t on , o f f r e i s t a t t , M i ssour i , we f i nd t ha t t he t own ope r a t ed - w i t hou t a f orma l c i t y gove rnn t eu t

un t i l June , G , 1916 , when d i e v i l l age was i ncorpor a t ed , by orde r o f t he coun t y cour t i n M t . Ve rnon .
Some o f t he f anc i l y names men t i oned we r e Rrockschm t d t , F G S l o l l wagon and W i l l i am Doenn i ng .

O t he r f am i l y names a r e B i e rmann , He l mkamp . Wend l e r , Schonc r , F r i t z - Schoen , F r cde r k i ng . Roedcmeye r ,
Meyc r , Kahr e , Ra t hmann , Bu l nrmann . Schnake , K l e i n , Rahrnoc l l e r , K l eennan . Wue l ne r , Jung . O t t ensmeve r .
Mocnko f f , Backsmeye r , T i esc l , and Kruge r . I cou l d go on and on !

I n 1920 , t he f i r s t au t omob i l e t ax was l ev i ed i n t he t own a t . 5 t ) cen t s pe r r ea r pe r ca r . La t e r i t %vas $ 1 . 00
f or t he f i r s t yea r and . t i t ! cen t s annua l l y t hc r ca f l ur .

I n 1919 John E . Groh pu t i n aDe l eo E l ec t r i c p l an t , t he powe r p l an t ope r a t i ng f rom 5 t o 10 p . m . each
day_ Monday and Tuesday we r e i ron i ng days so t he powe r p l an t opc r a l ed f rom I t o 5 p , i i i . on t hose t wo days .
E i gh t yea r s l a t e r Oza r k Powe r and L i gh t Company bough t t he p l an t .

I n 1937 , a Dr . Rho l ede r bu i l t a sma l l hosp i t a l i n F r e i s t a t t and he named i t Das h l c i n Kr ankenhaus .
Tr ans l a t ed t o Eng l i sh i t means " The L i t t l e S i ck House . "

I t was i ndeed d i f f i cu l t f or our f or e f a t he r s be t hey o f I r i sh , Eng l i sh , Ge rman , F r ench_ or any o t he r e t hn i c
descen t t o j us t sur v i ve and be ab l e t o t r ansp l an t t he i r va l ues f rom one s i de o f t he wor l d t o t he o t he r , bu t w i t h
t he i r pe r seve r ance and t he i r " one f a i t h , " t hev we r e ab l e t o endur e and ! cave t o you and one a r i ch f en t agc .

* 1A i t or ' s No t u ;

�

The o l d 1 . anchnrn t Pcx i t )11 i Cc was es t ah l i t i hcd i i i May . I K99 , r t i i l h W i l l i am 1Cc r e r t e t t t t t t l u ay l ao t i hnas t e r . I t
wa t t ( t hcku i t i uu~c t i u i V l a r ch . 19 t 1 " i , ' I I r e t i t i r r e uu i i p t )M I [ ) I l i " t i me r , ~ I t n : a (Ud a t t he e rus t i rOUL I I I . A I I : > t : I hk; f i On I ' 1 aage I i ca I

Chruuh . ( aa Lc l L ; rn . and l aa r%onage a r e now l oca t ed .


