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Northlanders Take Citizens'
Climate Lobby to D.C.
By Kitty Mayo
Katya and Mark Gordon of
Knife River, along with their
children, Cedar and Lamar,
traveled by train to Washington,
D.C. in November as part of the
Citizens' Climate Lobby 4th
Annual Congressional Education
Day.
Joining 600 other volunteers,
the group also spent a day of
lobbying at the capitol. Hundreds
of meetings took place with
Citizens' Climate Lobby
members, and Katya Gordon
says that they were involved with
four meetings that had a specific
focus.
In those meetings carbon feeand-dividend legislation was
discussed, with the intent to

highlight the increasingly
accepting attitude that
Republicans in Congress have
shown about accepting climate
solutions. Carbon-free-anddividend legislation puts a
steadily increasing price on
greenhouse gas emissions, with
all of that revenue returned to
American households, accord to
Gordon.
Gordon's group also organized
a briefing by Allen Lerman and
his study on the logistical details
of making those dividend
payments to Americans. Lerman
was an economist with the U.S.
Treasury Department for 42
years.
Seeking to build collaborative

Representatives from the Citizens' Climate Lobby with
Congressman Rick Nolan. (photo fromNolan’s office)
(L-R) Bret Cease, Congressman Rick Nolan, Katya Gordon,
Mark Gordon, Cedar Gordon, Mindy Ahler, Lamar Gordon
solutions, Gordon says that the
Climate Solutions Caucus in the
House with 72 members, is
especially effective with half of
its member representing both
Democrats and the other half

Republicans.
“We returned from our
meetings inspired and hopeful
that climate legislation may come
sooner than most people believe
is possible!,” said Katya Gordon.

Small Filmmakers Struggle in Northern
Minnesota
By Kitty Mayo
The feature length film
“Golden” is scheduled to begin
filming next summer, and will be
set at a cabin on Burntside Lake
near Ely. Kjell Kvanbeck's short
film of the same name won “Best
Minnesota Made Short” at the
2013 Minneapolis-St. Paul International Film Festival. “Golden”
will cover a one day meditation
on life, love and loss, “and how
we process through those moments of change,” according to
Kvanbeck.
Kvanbeck says he hopes to
land a big enough actor name to
draw in a larger budget that will
allow him to take advantage of
the Snowbate opportunity.
Minnesota's film rebate program “Snowbate” offers no help
for the smaller filmmaking enterprises. Snowbate reimburses 20
percent to filmmakers that have a
budget of at least $100,000, and
25 percent when the budget goes
over $1 million.
Budgeting for extra costs in the
form of travel and lodging for
crew members when filming up
north, Kvanbeck says that pure
logistics can be a problem when
far out on a country road.
Even with the obstacles of
making a film on the edge of
Minnesota's northern wilderness,
Kvanbeck says the authenticity
and rich production value can
transform location into a character.
“I could film this close to the
cities for less money, but it

wouldn't be as beautiful and it
wouldn't reach people in the
same way,” Kvanbeck said.
Minneapolis-based filmmaker
Justin Ayd is more determined
than ever to complete his documentary on daily life in Knife
River, but making a film happen
in the harsh light of economics
has been another matter, and one
that is a constant challenge to
small filmmakers who see northern Minnesota as an ideal backdrop.
Ayd describes the process of
creating a film at a distant location as “very slow progress”,
while fitting it in between fulltime jobs, especially for small
film productions where funding
typically has to come piecemeal
through donations, crowdfunding
platforms, and grants.
Justin and his wife Jennifer are
working as their own company,
H8C Productions on the project.
As producer/director and supervising producer for the film, Justin also works full-time as a film
specialist and projectionist at the
Walker Art Center in Minneapolis.
For more than ten years Ayd
has been ruminating over the
idea of the Knife River documentary, ever since he stepped into
Mel's Fish, since made over into
Great! Lakes Candy. Fascinated
with the fish shop to candy shop,
Ayd wanted to find out more
about the personal stories of the
residents, and he filed the idea
away until earlier this year.

Ayd says it comes down to finances whether a project gets out
of the creative idea stage. The
Ayd's used a Kickstarter campaign to cover travel costs and
time off of work, along with
other costs. Ayd hopes to secure
grant funding to help him take
more time off of work for filming
in the spring.
“A lot of people talk about
growing the film industry in the
state, but a cash rebate is the only
thing that's going to stop people
from moving to California or Atlanta where film production is
really supported,” Ayd stated.
“Everyone Goes in the Lake” is
a short film scheduled to begin
shooting this summer near Bena,
Minnesota. Rudy Pavich, raised
in Hibbing, wrote and will be
starring in the film.
Pavich says the setting of
northern Minnesota is a big draw
for filmmakers. “It's a cool tip of
the cap to northern Minnesota
with all of its amazing landmarks
where you can have fall colors or
a giant ore pit as the backdrop for
filming,” Pavich said.
Pavich readily admits that enamored as he is with the natural
surroundings, shooting at a remote location does throw up extra barriers, like higher travel
costs.
“I have to find people for the
crew who are willing to travel,
and pay for that time, but what an
amazing place,” Pavich stated.

Alexander J. Robertsen, a William
Kelley High School Senior, was recently named a Commended Student in the 2018 National Merit
Scholarship Program. A Letter of
Commendation from William
Kelley Schools and National Merit
Scholarship Corporation (NMSC),
which conducts the program, was
presented to this scholastically talented senior.
About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation were
recognized for their exceptional academic promise. Although they will
not continue in the 2018 competition for National Merit Scholarship
awards, Commended Students
placed among the top 50,000 scorers of more than 1.6 million students
who entered the 2018 competition
by taking the 2016 Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test
“The young men and women being named Commended Students
have demonstrated outstanding potential for academic success,” commented a spokesperson for NMSC.
“These students represent a valuable
national resource; recognizing their
accomplishments, as well as the key
role their schools play in their academic development, is vital to the
advancement of educational excellence in our nation. We hope that this
recognition will help broaden their
educational opportunities and encourage them as they continue their
pursuit of academic success.”
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