Exhibitor Age on
Sept. 1:

Volusia County Fair
Youth Livestock
Cavy Record Book

This Record Book was adapted from the Florida State Fair Youth Livestock Record Book.

Exhibitor Name Age

4-H Club, FFA Chapter, or Independent:

I hereby certify that as the exhibitor of this project, I have personally been responsible for the
care of this (these) animal(s), have personally kept records on this project, and have personally
completed this record book.

Exhibitor's Signature Date

I/We, the parents certify that our son/daughter has completed this project and completed
this record book and will comply with all the Rules and Regulations of this show.

Parent/Guardian Signature Date

This student is an active member of the FFA Chapter / 4-H Club,
and is eligible to show livestock at the Volusia County Fair. I verify that this record book has
been completed by the student, and is an accurate representation of the project.

FFA Advisor's/ 4-H Leader Signature Date
Revised 6/15/2023




PURPOSE

THE PURPOSE OF A LIVESTOCK YOUTH PROJECT IS TO ACHIEVE THE
FOLLOWING:

1.

2.

e

To acquire an understanding of animal production by preparing for, purchasing, caring for,
and keeping records on one or more animals.

To be able to identify the types and grades of animals and employ efficient methods of
marketing.

To understand the business aspects and economics of purchasing animals, feeds, facilities,
and equipment for an animal project.

To develop integrity, sportsmanship, and cooperation.

To develop leadership abilities, build character, and assume citizenship responsibilities.

It is very important that every section of this record book be complete and accurate.
If you choose to not complete any section of this record book, you will not receive
a ribbon. However, your score will still be added to your premium point total.

DRUG STATEMENT

ITHEREBY CERTIFY THAT ANY DRUG, ANTIBIOTIC OR BIOLOGICAL SUBSTANCE
WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN ADMINISTERED BY MYSELF, OR ANY OTHER PERSON,
WAS DONE SO IN STRICT COMPLIANCE WITH THE MANUFACTURERS LABEL
REQUIREMENTS OR AS PRESCRIBED BY A VETERINARIAN.

Signature of student

Signature of parent/guardian




Youth Livestock General Record Book Guide Lines

It is suggested that a copy of the record book be made for use as a work copy. Records can then be
transferred into this book for a final copy.

1. Your Record Book should start as of June 1, of the current calendar year, or when the animal was purchased, if after
June 1.

2. Record Books can be completed on animals being shown or can reflect all animals owned with a note identifying
animals being shown.

3. The only item that you should submit at check in is the record book. Please do not make it a scrapbook. Do not
take pages apart.

4. Do not put record book in a binder. If you add pages, staple or tape them in place.

5. Always double check your work, especially your math calculations.

6. Have someone check your project story for spelling and grammar before you write it in the final record book.

7. Your final record book should be hand written by the exhibitor.

Project Terms and Explanations

PROJECT YEAR - Based on a calendar year. Current project year is same year as current Fair.

Notes for Project Inventory (page 4):

1. Acquired - List the date you obtained this item, on items older than 1 year, the year will be sufficient.

2. Purchase cost or value - What did this item cost when you obtained it? (Fair market value)

3. Value at Beginning of Project- Same as purchase cost for items purchased current calendar year. On items
from previous years this should be the value from last year=s ending inventory or depreciated value of 10% of
purchase cost per calendar year.

4. Depreciation of 10% - This will be 10%, per project year, of the original purchase cost for the items you will
still have at the end of the project. This includes items you had at the beginning of the project as well as items
purchased during the current calendar year. Depreciation is the loss in value of your assets and is an expense.
5. Value at the end of the project- This is the value at the beginning of the project minus the depreciation.
Examples:

Items Acquired Purchase Value at beginning of Depreciation (10% of Value at
Description Cost or project purchase cost, for this end of
Value calendar year) project

Rope Purchased 5.00 (Depreciated 10% for 3 years) .50 3.00
4 years ago 3.50

Comb Purchased 5.00 (Depreciated 10% for 2 years) .50 3.50
3 years ago 4.00

Brush Purchased previous 5.00 (Depreciated 10% for 1 year) .50 4.00
calendar year 4.50

Bucket Purchased current 5.00 (No II:r eV(iiouS Depreciation - .50 4.50

lend purchased current project year)

calendar year 5.00

Total XXXXXX [ XXXXXXXXXXXXX 2.00 XXXXX

Depreciation*

Value of XXXXXX | XXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXX 15.00

Project

Assets

*Depreciation is an expense



PROJECT INVENTORY.

List all equipment and assets you had at the beginning of the project. After listing existing inventory,
you should also list those items you purchased this year that you will keep after the project is finished.
List items you will keep past the end of this project on this page only (inventory examples
include clippers, blowers, chutes, tack, etc.) Do NOT list expendable items such as shampoo, etc.
Refer to Project Terms and Explanation, page 3, for descriptions of each column.

Item Description Acquired Purchase | Value at Depreciation Value at end

Cost or beginning | (10% of purchase | of project

Value of project | cost, per calendar

A B year) D
C

Comb Purchased previous year 6.00 5.40 .60 4.80
Brush Purchased current year 4.00 4.00 40 3.60
Total Depreciation | XXXX XXXX [ XXXX XXXXXX
(Depreciation is an
expense)
Value of Project XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXXXXXX
Assets




PROJECT ANIMAL INVENTORY ..

List all animals you own at the beginning of the project and add any animals you purchase or animal(s)
born during the project year. Animals sold during the year should be recorded under OTHER INCOME.

Animals sold should have a $0 value at end of project for this page.

**Beginning $ Value: Value of existing animals at beginning of project OR purchase cost of new
animals OR value of animal(s) born.

*$ Value at end of project: Your animal’s value should increase and is an estimated value

Animal Description: Breed Sex | Date Date Beginning | $ Valueat | Indicate if
(Animal number and/or Name) Acquired | Born § Value** | end of animal sold,
project kept, died,
etc.
Value at Beginning XXX XX | XXXXX | XXX XXXXX XXXXXX
Value at End/ XXX XX | XXXXX | XXX XXXXX XXXXXX

Value of Animal Assets




NON-FEED EXPENSES..

List everything that you spend money for that you will NOT have at the end of the project and that is
NOT feed or hay. This includes entry fees, veterinary expenses, bedding, and other expendable items
such as shampoo, shoe polish, hair spray, photo expense, etc.

LIST ITEMS YOU WILL KEEP PAST THE END OF THIS PROJECT ON THE PROJECT
INVENTORY PAGE ONLY (inventory examples include clippers, blowers, chutes, tack, etc.)

Date Description Paid To Total
Cost

Total Non-Feed Expenses XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX




FEED EXPENSES..

List all feed and hay expenses on this page (list each feed purchase separately). List all weights of feed
including weight of hay.

Date Description Paid To Pounds | Total
Cost

Total Feed Expenses XXX XXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX [ XXXXX




OTHER INCOME...
Other project income should be recorded here, such as, sale of project animals, show premiums or other
money earned. If you have no other income from this project prior to the show, THEN ENTER

ZERO. Do Not “X” out.

Date Description Total

Total other income, if none, enter zero

SPONSOR INCOME...

Y ou should record here any money given to you, to support your project, by sponsors..
Do Not Turn in Your Money - You are responsible for collecting monies pledged.
IF NONE., ENTER ZERO. Do Not “X” out.

Sponsor's name Total

Total Sponsor income, if none, enter zero




PRODUCTION INCOME:

For projects where product is sold. Keep track of the income generated from products from your project
(ie: milk, eggs, wool, etc.). Do Not “X” out.

Date/Month Product Product sold to Total

Total Value of Product Sold,
if none, enter zero

Health Record...

This should include a record of any health related activities (deworm, vaccinate, or use of veterinarian=s
services for any other reason). This should include what you used, how much you used, and what you
used it for. Include well animal care (such as health certificate). Fill in all applicable information. If
animal healthy throughout project, make note of that. Do Not “X” out.

Date Description of activity Product used Dosage Withdrawal Time




Project Summary
The records in this book cover my livestock project which consist of (number of animals):

(Circleone) 1,2, 3,4,5,6,7,8,9, or animals.
Is this an on going Breeding/Production project? Yes No
Income:

Other Income: (From page 8) 1

Sponsor Income: (From page 8) 2

Production Income: (From page 9) 3

TOTAL PRELIMINARY INCOME (Line 1+2+3) 4
Expenses:

Total Depreciation: (From page 4) 5

Total Non Feed Expenses:(From page 6) 6

Total Feed Expenses: (From page 7) 7

TOTAL EXPENSES (Line 5+6+7) 8
Change in animal Inventory:

Value at End (From page 5)

Value at Beginning (From page 5) 10

Net change in Animal Inventory (Line 9 - 10) 11
SUMMARY:

Preliminary Profit/Loss (Line 4 - Line 8) + Line 11 12

The following four lines(Lines 13, 14, 15 & 16) will be filled in after the Fair.

Animal Premiums (To be filled in after the Fair) 13

Achievement Monies (To be filled in after the Fair) 14

Add on monies ( If any) 15
FINAL PROFITOR LOSS (Line 12+ 13 +14 + 15) 16
ASSETS:
Value of Project Assets (From page 4) 17
Value of Animal Assets (From page 5) 18

Total Assets (Line 17 + 18) 19




PICTURES OF YOUR PROJECT..

Show the beginning and end of your project along with two different skills that you have learned. This
should include a minimum of S pictures and a maximum of 8 pictures. Include a caption with each
photo. The captions should tell a story. Explain what you are doing and why you are doing the things shown
in the picture. What skills are you demonstrating and why? Spelling and grammar are included in the judges
decision. Captions should be a complete sentence. Do Not start a caption with “Here I am...”, “This is
me...”, “In this picture...”




PICTURES (continued):



PICTURES (continued):



PROJECT ESSAY

Your essay will relate to this years’ skilathon topic. Since the topic changes each year, check our website for
essay prompt assigned to your age category. Be sure to use correct grammar, spelling and punctuation in

your writing.




PROJECT ESSAY (Continued):




Livestock Knowledge

This year’s knowledge test topic is “reproduction”. Knowledge of reproductive
management is essential to breeding livestock and enhancing genetics. Questions were
developed based on the 2024 Florida State Fair Skillathon Manual. Points from your
knowledge test will be accounted for in your overall record book score.

To answer these questions, you will need to use resources such as:
e Club leader/FFA advisor
e Florida State Fair 2024 Skillathon Manual: https://floridastatefair.com/ag/
e Research-based online sources such as “.edu” or “.org” websites

Youth only need to complete the pages designated for their age division.
Pee Wee: pages 17-18

Juniors: pages 17-19

Intermediates: pages 17-21

Seniors: pages 17-22

Images and questions adapted from the Florida State Fair Skillathon Manual.


https://floridastatefair.com/ag/

‘ Pee Wee, Jr.,
Int. & Sr.

Cavy Breed Identification

A national standard for cavies has been set by the American Cavy Breeders’ Association, the
National specialty club of the American Rabbit Breeders’ Association. Information can be obtained
from ACBA| American Cavy Breeders Association (acbaonline.com)

Word Bank:

American Coronet Teddy
Texel White Crested Peruvian
Silkie Abyssinian

Directions: Use the word bank below to write in the breed that matches with the photograph and
description listed below.

Long coat with curls throughout, cobby body type.

Short coat, single white rosette, well centered on the
forehead.

Short coat, evenly spaced rosettes that stand well open.

Smooth short coat.
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https://www.acbaonline.com/

Pee Wee, Jr.,
‘ Int. & Sr.

Long coat, flowing from front to back, single rosette well
centered upon the forehead.

Short, dense, plush coat which is resilient to the touch and
“stands up”.

Long coat, flowing from front to back. No rosettes.

Coat grows generally back to front, multiple rosettes,
mature coat covers face.

Cavy Colors

The four basic color groups that are nationally recognized are listed below with the varieties that fall within
each group. More specific descriptions of the varieties may be found in the cavy section of the Standard
of Perfection, published by the American Rabbit Breeders’ Association.

Directions: Draw a line from the color group name to the matching cavy varieties.

1. Self

2. Marked

3. Solid

4. Agouti

Cavy varieties (Dalmatian, TortoiseShell (TS), Tortoise Shell and White
(TSW), Himalayan, Broken Color, Dutch) is preferably displayed in
clear, well-defined patches and, for some varieties, in special
placement.

Cavy (Golden, Brindle, Roan, Silver, Dilute) has a coat of intermixed
hair colors evenly distributed over the entire body. They have ticking all
over, including the belly.

Cavy (Dilute, Golden, Silver) has a coat with two different colors on the
hair shaft with a base color of beige, black, chocolate, or lilac and a tip
color or cream, orange, red, or white. The belly color is the same as
the tip color.

Cavy (Beige, Blue, Cream, Red-eyed Orange, White, Black, Red, Lilac,
Chocolate) is entirely one color. The belly color tends to be slightly
lighter in some varieties. The color should be a uniform shade from tip
to base.
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Selection: Anatomy

Directions: Using the word bank below write in the word that matches the parts of the coat.

Word Bank:
Side sweep Head furnishings
Center part Rear sweep

Fringe or frontal mane

Directions: Using the word bank below write in the word that matches the body patrt.

Word Bank:
Chest Hind legs Eye
Hindquarter Forefeet Face
Shoulder Crown
5 1.
2.
e, back L
—-\\3 3.
. . 1 ) \
> .- ‘4. 4.
&Q( side of body 1
mouth ~ . : 5.
- v = i
\‘ PO }\ | r’
%'—-_ . W ey 6.
7 6
The American cavy 7.
8.

Adapted from: https://pubs.extension.wsu.edu/4h-cavy-project-leader-guide




Cavy Skillathon - .z
Reproduction Overview

Directions: Using the word bank, fill in the blanks below.

Word Bank: Copulation, dystocia, ovulation, parturition, gestation, fertilization

Sexual reproduction begins with mating, called , when the boar deposits semen

(seminal fluid + sperm) into the reproductive tract of the sow. This occurs during the time period called

estrus or heat, when the female will accept the male for breeding. is the release
of the egg cell from the follicle on the ovary. is the union of the sperm and the
egg cell. is the period of time during which the animal is pregnant and

is the process of giving birth and take 20 to 30 minutes and the usual litter

size is between two and five babies. Difficulty giving birth is referred to as

Gender Names and Terminology

Directions: Write the letter on the line that matches the term or item to its description.

1. Estrous Cycle: A.68to 72 days
2. Female cavy: B. Boar

3. Male cavy: C. Pup

4. Baby cavy: D. 16 to 19 days
5. Gestation period: E. Sow

Determining Sex
Determining the sex of your cavy is important to health and management decisions. Cavy
gender can be determined by examining external organs.

Directions: Determine the sex of the two cavy below. Write “boar” or “sow” on the lines below.
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Reproductive Anatomy -
Int. & Sr.

Directions: Questions 1-8, match the reproductive anatomy
to the correct term. Questions 9-12, write in the correct Female Anatomy
anatomical term.

Opening of infundibulum

Infundibulum
O~ L =B
1. Cervix: %ﬁ OA; ,@ Oviduct

2. Ovary: C
3. Uterlne HOTn Uterine horn

Muscle bundle striations

4. Oviduct:

5. Vagina:

6. TeStlS Uterine velum

Uterine body.

7. Prepuce:

Cervix Cervix

Longitudinal fold in cervical canal

8. Penis:

Sagittal Cervical os

Section
Through
Cervix

Vagina

9. : Paired male
gonads that produce the sperm cells and
the male sex hormone, testosterone.

Vaginal orifice

Female reproductive tract. Reprinted by permission of the publisher from Anatonty of the Guinea Pig by Gale Cooper, M.D. and Alan

10. . A thick-walled tube L. Schiller, M., Camibridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, Copyright © 1975 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College.
connecting to the uterine horns. Prevent
microbial contamination of the uterine horns
and serve as a reservoir for and transport Male Anatomy
of sperm.

Cut ureter

Coagulating gland

Seminal vesicle
Dorsal lobe of prostate

11. : The paired female
gonads that produce eggs and hormones. Urinary bladder (ipped lteraly)

Ductus deferens
Cut ureter

Ventral lobe of prostate Bulbourethral gland

12. : Organ used for
copulation that deposits sperm into the

Urethral sphincter -

female reproductive tract. rle Corpus cavernasus
Duct of bulbourethral
gland ) Head of epididymis
Urethra Testis

Bulbospongiosus-
muscle

=

Crus penis (region of attachment of tunica Tail of epididymis

Diagrams and information: The Laboratory Rabbit, albugine to pubis)

Guinea Pig, Hamster, and Other Rodents DOI:
10.1016/B978-0-12-380920-9.00020-1

Maureen Hargaden and Laura Singer Roche, Department of

Comparative Medicine, Nutley, NJ, USA E

Suspensory ligament

Glans covered by prepuce

Male reproductive tract. Reprinted by permission of the publisher from Anatomy of the Guinea Pig by Gale Cooper, M.D. and Alan L.
Schiller, M.D., Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, Copyright © 1975 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College.
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Genetics

‘ Seniors

Cavy genetics is interesting to study. It is also an invaluable tool to a breeder who wishes to improve

their stock. In genetics, the way an animal physically appears is called its phenotype. The genetic

make-up of an animal is its genotype.

Information can be found: https://pubs.extension.wsu.edu/4h-cavy-project-leader-quide

Directions: Fill in the Punnett Square below to determine the coat color and texture of the offspring.

Then answer the following questions.

Hair Color Hair Texture
B = Black R = Rough
Boar = BbRr b = Chocolate r = Smooth
BR Br bR br
BR BBRR
Sow = Br BBRr
BbRr
bR
br

1. What percentage of offspring will have black hair and a rough coat?

2. What percentage of the offspring will have chocolate hair and a smooth coat?

3. What is the genotype of both the sow and boar?
4. What is the phenotype of both the sow and the boar?
5. Which hair texture is recessive?

6. Which hair color is dominant?
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SCORING SYSTEM
Youth General Record Book

Section Points
Possible

1. Signatures (Cover) 3

2. Drug Statement (Page 2) 2

3. Project Inventory (page 4) 6

4. Project Animal Inventory (page 5) 6

5. Non Feed Expenses (page 6) 6

6. Feed Expenses (page 7) 6

7. Other Income/Sponsor Income /Production Income (page 8 & 9) 2

8. Health record (page 9) 2

9. Project Summary (page 10) 12

10. Pictures (pages 11-12 -13) 10

11. Project essay (page 14 - 15) 15

12. Neatness & Accuracy 15

13. Reproductive Knowledge 15
Total Points 100

Ribbon Awards

Blue 90 - 100 pts.
Red 80-89 pts.
White 70 - 79 pts.

Participation Ribbon 69 pts. and below
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