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Our Class of 2019

Evan Peterson is the son of Page
and Karen Peterson. He will
attend UNL in the fall and major
in Applied Agricultural Science
with a livestock emphasis.
Amaya Ackerman is
the daughter of Mike
and Carmen
Ackerman. She will be
attending UNL in the
fall.

Chaseton Blauvelt is
the son of Zeb and
June Blauvelt. He will
be attending UNK in
the fall majoring in
Philosophy. He hopes
to obtain his
doctorate.

Devyn Ostendorf is the daughter
of Eric and Anne Ostendorf. She
will be attending ULN in the fall
and major in Animal Science/PreVet.

Wyatt Hotz is the son
of Jim Hotz and Barb
Hotz. He will attend
Hastings College in the
fall where he has a
wrestling scholarship.

Courtney Maline is the daughter of Tim and Tricia Maline.
She will be attending the Toni
& Guy Hairdressing Academy.

Jack Loostrom is the son of Perry
and Kristin Loostrom. He will be
attending UNL in the fall and majoring in Engineering.
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Sunday school scoop
A big thank you to Matt and Lorri Weiss for leading the Pre
-school through fifth graders through the Lenten Season in
Sunday School. From the Pony Express Station, to waving
their palms, and an Easter Egg hunt, they made learning
fun for all. Kudos also go out to Jami Brundage, Lisa Jorgenson, Joan Windrum, and Laron and Alice Peters for their
leadership in Sunday School.
On May 5th the Sunday School students will be serving the
graduating seniors at a brunch during Sunday School from
9:30– 10:25 am. On May 12, we will be planting flowers in
the planters at the church. This will be the last Sunday of
Sunday School until fall.

Seven seniors from our church will be
graduating from Gothenburg High School on
May 12. The Ed. Committee will be honoring
these seniors and their families at a
Graduation Brunch on May 5th during
Sunday School. The Sunday School youth
will serve the brunch prepared by members
of the Ed. Committee.

Camping at comeca
This is as easy as 1-2-3. 1– Choose your
camp. 2– Register online. 3– Contact
Lynnette Stevens for a camp scholarship.
(Please check the discounts available on the
Camp Comeca brochure...one for siblings...one for first time campers...one for a
returning camper bringing a first time
camper).

May Birthday’s
4– Jim Hotz

27– Tucker Bartlett

5– Robert Lane

28– Amanda Larson

6– Bowe Oliver

30– Laron Peters

8– Lois Shea, Pastor Jamie, Maverick Macek

31– Regi Lane, Brian Macek

11– Karen Peterson, Jodi Macek
12– Harold Vass
14– Glenn Bartels, Beck Groene
15- Milan Franzen
16– Zeb Blauvelt
17– Evelyn Miller
19– Taylor Burge
20– Tom Abramson, Nick Kirkpatrick,
David Loostrom, Grant Sell
21– Ty Bartels, Tara Foster
Carolyn Peterson, Kelly Phillips
24-Emma Jorgenson
26– Dennis Kirkpatrick
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“The sky is falling! The sky is falling!”
That phrase from the story of Chicken Little has been ringing out around my house for the last couple of
days—ever since I returned home from an out-of-town meeting to find that the ceiling over the staircase in
the parsonage had fallen. I imagined that my poor cats and dog had been terrified at the sound and the
chaos, especially when I wasn’t present to talk to them and reassure them (at least after I re-assured myself
that the sky wasn’t falling!)
As human beings we seem capable of imagining the sky to be falling quite often. Sometimes it is because of
things that are happening in our personal lives, and sometimes it is because of the community situation
around us. It is easy for us to imagine the worst, and when we see the worst it is often difficult for us to imagine that good will ever again be possible. I certainly fall into this trap—I do tend to be a perfectionist,
someone who likes to be in control and on top of things, someone who rapidly goes to an “all or nothing”
mentality. When those ways of operating don’t seem to be working well, then of course I think that the sky
is falling and we are all doomed!
Partially because of that tendency, one day my Spiritual Director gave me the name of a medieval mystic to
research. Her name was Julian of Norwich, and her Saint’s Day is May 8th, which is my birthday. Julian was
a woman who had a vision about Jesus when she was close to dying; that vision changed her life forever.
She wrote a short book about that single vision, and then wrote a longer book called “Showings” that continued to explore what that vision meant. She spent the rest of her life seeking to understand and teach
about that vision and what she learned, acting as a Spiritual Director to commoners, kings and clergy. She
became one of my spiritual guides and companions, and when I went to seminary to study for the ministry,
I added her name to mine (and you thought it was a maiden name!) When John and I married, he added
the name “Norwich” to his name as well. Julian of Norwich was/is a big part of my life and my faith journey.
There is much in her understanding about God that I found very helpful when I was in my 30s, but the
phrase that I cling to is the phrase: “Sin is everywhere; but all shall be well…and all shall be well…and all
manner of things shall be well.” Most of the time I shorten it to the simple phrase “All shall be well…” and
that is enough to remind me of God’s presence and action in, and through, all things. Julian has walked me
through many challenges and difficult times with that gentle reminder that even if the sky is falling, God is
there and all shall be well in the end.

I think God must be grateful for saints like Julian—who remind us in simple phrases that God is always present. Jesus taught that to his disciples and we get to overhear it in the texts we read from the Gospels and
Paul’s writings. But it is good to have the phrase plain-spoken by someone far removed from Jesus’ time.
And someone who has lived through a near-death experience only to discover life beyond the grave can
give real understanding and meaning to the power of the resurrection and God walking with us through it
all.
So…even when it feels that the sky (or the ceiling) is falling, remember that “All shall be well…and all shall
be well…and all manner of thing shall be well.” God is present in us, and for us, whatever our life situation
and circumstance. And even when we cannot see the outcome, God will bring forth something good; for
that we are so very grateful!
May you experience the joy of the Risen Christ this Easter Season and share the Good News with others.
Amen. Pastor Jami
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Thank you
Recently the Memorial Committee discussed the need for a wheelchair. We thought there may be times
when church family members or guests of the church may need assistance in getting around to activities
in the church. Before we would purchase one, we asked by way of the newsletter, if any family had a
wheel chair that was no longer needed by them and that they would be willing to donate to the church. A
short while ago, that wheelchair was delivered to the church and it is now ready for use!! It will be kept in
the handicap bathroom, thus it will be easily accessible to the South entrance. Please share this information with our church family and guests. We hope this will encourage some one with a need to be able
to participate in worship or other activities in our church.
We wish to express our sincere thanks to the family that donated the wheelchair. This helps our church
continue to share love and concern for others.

Adventure
awaits

Music Minute
Our Choir presented our annual Easter Cantata “Calvary’s Love” by Lloyd Larson and Jay Rouse on Sunday
April 14. We followed Christ’s journey from His triumphal entry to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to His time in
the Garden of Gethsemane through His death on the cross and resurrection. As you journeyed with us
through the narrative and music I hope that you were reminded once again of the hope of the Easter story.
Thank you choir for all your hard work, you did a great job. Thanks to Laron and Alice for narrating for us,
and to Shannon and Wendy for running sound and power point. We couldn’t do it without you, I appreciate each one of you!
Thank to Barry for presenting special music at early service each week, to the band for leading the music on
Sunday mornings and singing on Good Friday, to Tiffany Vincent for the beautiful
flute solo, to Tiffany’s father for accompanying her and to the sound crew for making
us sound so good!!
~Karla
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“Use your God-given
talents to serve others”
~1 Peter 4:10

Stewardship & finance
April Highlights
Mission Shares: UMCOR– The United Methodist Committee on Relief continues to provide aid in area of
disaster including the flooded regions of eastern Nebraska.
Lent- Adults and youth met together in a small group study during Lent to look at how God equips us to
do the work He calls us to.
Worship– Each week we were asked to Listen to hear God speak. What is He saying? What guidance is He
giving us?
Easter– A time to celebrate the resurrected Christ and the ministries He calls us to.
Confirmation– It was great to welcome the confirmands and to witness baptism during worship Easter
morning.
These are only a few highlights of highlights of the many ministry activities we are involved in.
May Opportunities:
Special Offerings: Native American Ministries. This provides funds for urban ministries with Native Americans, scholarships for Native Americans attending United Methodist seminaries and for annual conference
ministries associated with Native Americans. More information may be found at:
nativeamericanministries.org
Combined Worship- At the end of May we will combine Sunday morning worship into one service. It will
be followed by a time of fellowship. Fellowship is an important part of who we are as Christians.
Thank you for your time and talents that make all the ministries of this church possible. It is your generosity that shows through action the love of Christ to the world.
2 Corinthians 9:11b “and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”
More Finance information is available in the church office.
Don’t forget to check out eh E-Giving App: Givelify

March General bank balance: -$9,457.61
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Mark your Calendars!
Retired Persons Lunch Bunch
Wednesday May 1st the Lunch Bunch Retirement
Group will be honoring Mothers. Come to the Fellowship Hall at 11:30 am and enjoy a great meal and
friendly conversation. Pot Luck is the menu for the day.
We always have more than enough food so please
come and join us. We look forward to seeing you.

Family movie night at
the sun theater
On Wednesday May 22nd at 7:30 pm bring your friends and
neighbors and join us at The Sun Theater for a special showing
of the movie “BREAKTHROUGH”. This is a brand new movie,
just released on April 17, 2019 and it is based on the impossible
true story of Joyce Smith and her adopted son John. When John
falls through an icy Missouri lake, all hope seems lost. But as
John lies lifeless, Joyce refuses to give up. Her steadfast belief
inspires those around her to continue to pray for John’s recovery, even in the face of every case history and scientific prediction. “BREAKTHROUGH” is an enthralling reminder that faith
and love can create a mountain of hope, and sometimes even a
miracle.

Summer worship
schedule
We will begin our Summer Worship
schedule on Sunday May 26th and will
continue through Sunday September
1st. We will have a combined worship
service each Sunday morning at 9:30 am
and Fellowship Time with refreshments
immediately following the service.
There will be a sign up sheet on the
table in the Narthex for you to pick a
Sunday to furnish and serve treats.
Mark these dates on your calendar!!

Admission to this special showing is regular price and you will
receive a free drink and small popcorn. If you want
candy, you will have to purchase that on your own.
This will be a community event so PLEASE spread
the word that the First United Methodist Church is
sponsoring this special movie showing on
Wednesday May 22nd at 7:30 pm at The Sun
Theater!! See you at the show!
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