
	
	

Roadside Attractions 
 
Brian Butko and Sarah Butko, Roadside Giants (2005) Fun, easy-to-read overview of oversized 

giant attractions in the U.S. 
 
Fortune Magazine, September 1934, “The Great American Roadside”. One of the earliest articles 

about the then-emerging industry of the American roadside 
 
David Kravetz, Less Beaten Paths of America: Quirky and Offbeat Roadside Attractions (2018). 

Personality-filled travel guide by the well-known travel blogger 
 
John Margolies. Fun along the Road: American Tourist Attractions (1998) 
 
Karal Ann Marling, Colossus of Roads (1984). Outstanding academic look at giant statues by a 

professor of art history and American culture 
 
National Geographic Kids. 125 Wacky Roadside Attractions: See All the Weird, Wonderful and 

Downright Bizarre Landmarks from Around the World (2016). Quick visual overview for 
kids of attractions globally 

 
Roadside America, roadsideamerica.com. Tracks over 15,000 roadside attractions across the 

country. Also has an app 
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See the USA in your Chevrolet 
America is asking you to call 
Drive your Chevrolet through the USA 
America's the greatest land of all 

 
Leslie’s Top 10 Surviving Roadside Attractions 

 
 

1. Lucy the Elephant, Margate, NJ 

2. Big Things in a Small Town, Casey, IL 

3. Weeki Wachee Mermaids, Weeki Wachee, FL 

4. Wall Drug Store, Wall, SD 

5. Paul Bunyan Statue, Bemidji, MN 

6. Cabazon Dinosaurs, Cabazon, CA 

7. Corn Palace, Mitchell, SD 

8. Wigwam Motels, e.g. Holbrook, AZ 

9. Carhenge, Alliance, NE 

10. World’s Largest Ball of Twine, Darwin, MN 


