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Miracles of Jesus: Jesus Healed the Lepers and Me
By Michelle Anderson

This arlicle will highlight Jesus' healing lepers, in the Bible there are two miracles where Jesus healed people with leprosy.
A miracle is defined as an extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention in human affairs. Jesus was and is in the
miracle business. In the Bible, there is no disease that ostracized people more than leprosy, people were afraid of lepers.
Peopla with leprosy were forced 10 live alone and away from society, they were social outcasts, In Numbers §:2, it illus-
trates how lepers had 1o be removed from camp, “Command the people of Israel to remove from the camp anyone
who has a skin disease or a discharge, or who has become ceremonially unclean by touching a dead person.™
Also, in Leviticus 13:46, it states how lepers had to be isclated, “As long as the serious disease lasts, they will be
ceremonially unclean. They must live in isolation in their place oulside the camp.” In addition to being deemed
physically unclean, they werna also declared spiftually uncean, This meant that they ware unworthy 1o worship or praise
God. Jesus did not see the lepers as unclean. He treated people with leprosy with compassion, and He did not look at
them with disgust or fear

The miracle of the leper being healed by Jesus was illusirated in three of the Gospels, Mark 1:40-45 Matthew 8:1-3 and
Luke 5:12-15. Jesus also healed ten men of leprosy; this miracle is told in Luke 17:77-18. The significance of healing the
man with leprosy was o restore the leper's social stance which gave him new meaning to life and to clean the leper spiri-
tually and physically, The signiicance of healing tha ten lepers was the lepers needed o be obedient and have faith,
Jesus did not heal them first, He told them o go see the priest while they still had leprosy, then on their way to the priest
they were healed, In Marmam-Webster Dictonary, faith is gefined as beliel and frust in and foyalty to God, firm bedief in
sametfiing for which there is no proaf; complete tust; something that is belfeved especially with stromg comvachion. The ten
lepers had o have faith when Jesus (old tham to go see the priest, they had to trust in what they could not prove or had
not seen yet.

In Mark 1:40-45, Mark was probably speaking to the Gentile Christians and telling them of how Jesus healed the leper, “A
man with leprosy came and knelt in front of Jesus, begging to be healed. 'If you are willing, you can heal me and
make me clean,” he said. Moved with compassion, Jesus reached out and touched him. T s willing,” he said. T2
sl Instanitly the leprosy disappeared, and the man was healed, Then Jesus sent him on his way with a sfern
warning: Y5 d=l arrms aleer dhis. (esies], g 0 Ms Erfmed Snd (20 G st pan. e alang e aiftaring
e i dbe (e af Rinems Moy fheew e A Do St o igpreeps T ol B 5 padkifs taeienyy dhed pmy
[Enm beem @Esmeei.” But the man went and spread the word, proclaiming to everyone what had happened. As a
result, large crowds soon surrounded Jesus, and He couldn't publicly enter a town anywhere. He had to stay out
in the secluded places, but people from everywhere kept coming to Him."

Luke's account of Jesus healing the leper is illustrated in Luke 5:12-15. Luke was a Gentile physician and missionary
companion of Paul, Luke was sharing this miracle with Theophilus, Theophilus was a literate, thoughtful Greek, and Luke
wanis 1o show him the greatness of Jesus, that he really is the incamate Lord of glory. Luke wanls Theophilus 1o know
that Jesus healed the leper. Here is Luke’s account. “In one of the villages, Jesus met a man with an advanced case
of leprosy. When the man saw Jesus, he bowed with his face to the ground, begging to be healed. ‘Lord,’ he said,
“if you are willing, you can heal me and make me clean.’ Jesus reached out and touched him. 1 &00 w0llI0g, " he
said. 5@ hEslEdl And instantly the leprosy disappeared. Then Jesus instructed him notf to tell anyone what had
happened. He said, Y& (5 B Ertssd Soue' 50 W Snomitos i, ks sl 08 S requiiad o dos M 6
limses far fhese wie beve bean bealsd aff Epreer This vl &2 & poislis desiimeany dted e eve bear aEaneael’
But despite Jesus'instructions, the report of His power spread even faster, and vast crowds came to hear Him
preach and to be healed of their diseases.”

The healing of this man with leprosy was also told in Maitthew 8:7-3. Matthew was speaking 1o the Greek speaking
Jewish Christians, In Matthew's account he does not mention that the man had to go 1o the priest, “Large crowds
followed Jesus as He came down the mountainside. Suddenly, 8 man with leprosy approached Him and knelt
before Him. ‘Lord,’ the man said, "if you are willing, you can heal me and make me clean.’ Jesus reached out and
touched him. T a0 wllifog © he said. =m hedlzEl” And instantly the leprosy disappeared.”

The significance of these Scriptures is that by healing the man of leprosy Jesus was restoring his social stance which
would give new meaning to this man's life. He would not be an outcast, he could return to living with others, and praise
and worship God. Jesus did not shun or avoid the leper when the leper approached Jesus, The leper had no right to have
spoken to Jesus. The leper was supposed to keep his distance from society. Jesus showed the man compassion and
stopped and listenad to the leper's request. Jesus understood the desperation this man had. Jesus reached out and
touched him, and the leper was instantly healed. In Memiam-Websters dictionary, compassion is defined as a sympathetic
consciousness of ofhers’ distress logether with a desire to alleviate it That is exactly what Jasus did, not only for this man
with leprosy, but for all of humanity. Jesus also showed the leper mercy. Mercy /s defined as compassion or forbearance
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shown aspacially to an offender or o one subject to one's power, lenient compassionalte freatment; a blessing that is an
act of divine Ffavor or compassion; compassionale reatment of those in distress. "Compassionate treatment of those in
distress” this definition describes Jesus' interaction with this man, it also describes how He interacts with us on a daily
basis. In the Old Testament, it illustrates how lepers were outcasts, Lepers had to call out, "Unclean, unclean,” when
anyone approached them. In Leviticus 13:45 it stales, “Those who suffer from a serfous skin disease must tear their
clothing and leave their hair uncombed. They must cover their mouth and call out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!"" To Jasus
the leper was not unclean; he was a human soul in desperate need of healing. Jesus is the one that truly made the lepers
clean, both spiritually and physically, In the arficle Jesus Heals the Leper and What It Means Spiritually written by Vanessa
Barthelmes, she statesg, “Jasus blessed the lepar and used the words ‘be clean’ He was not only alking about his physical
body He was also healing the leper to be clean spiritually in God’s eyes.” Onca the man was haaled, Jesus instructed the
lepear lo go to the priest and offer a sacrifice.

When Jesus healed the ten lepers, Jesus also told them to go to the priests. In Luke 17.:11-19, Luke tells of Jesus' healing
the tem men with Leprosy. Luke's audience is Theophilus. “As Jesus continued on loward Jerusalem, He reached the
border between Galilee and Samaria. As He entered a village there, ten men with leprosy sftood af a distance,
crying out, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!' He looked at them and said, Y& s pearssins o (s g’
And as they went, they were cleansed of their leprosy. One of them, when he saw that he was healed, came back
to Jesus, shouting, "Praise God!" He fell to the ground at Jesus' feel, thanking Him for what He had done. This
man was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, TOERD [ DEad e moand MTErRe £ 00 Gber mlesd NEe o0 S Maieneg) 08

gt ey 9 S el diis fnraimers And Jesus said to the man, “SiEmd! vp and @e. Weor @i fee hoatze

b g

When Jesus healed the man from leprosy, it was immediate upon Jesus louching the man. The contrast in the story when
Jesus healed the ten lepers is that the lepers were healed when they left to go to the priests. Their healing was in their
ohedience 1o do what Jesus old them to do. Their ocbadience was required o sea the manifestation of the miracle, Thesa
men had to be obedient and have faith in what Jesus instructed them to do. Obedient is defined as being submissive o
the restraint or command of authority; willing to obey.

The similarity betwaean the two miracie accounts of Jasus healing people with leprasy is that in both healing the man and
the ten men, Jesus asked them o go to the priest. The significance here is that by going 1o the priest they could fulfill the
law; the priest could examine them and declare them clean. This declaration would make them physically and spintually
clean acoording to socely's law al the time, In Leviticus 13:3, the Bible states, “The priest will examine the affected
area of the skin.” In Leviticus 13-74, the Bible instructs people how to handle people with skin diseases. Jesus wanted
the leper o ohay the human 2w, and this was a public testimony that showad hat the leper had been cleansad, and this
wiould restore his social status. (Mark 7:44) Jesus commanded the lepers to go 1o the priest, so the priest could verify that
the men no longer had leprosy. This followed the instruction in Leviticus 13-14, where there is instruction on how the
priests examined the skin to determine if a person was clean or unclean. The priests would examine them o verify the
cure, Then the lepers would be declared clean,

The Bible is written using many real-life stories, these stories parallel our lives and louch us emotionally. They show us
how that being cbedient and having faith in God and Jesus worked in the lives of peopla 2,000 years ago, and that if we
have the same measure of faith and obedience, God and Jesus can work in our lives today. That is why the miracles of
Jesus healing the lepers speaks to me bacause | was healed of eczema after | was saved. | had severe eczema for 38
vears, it was all over my face, neck, chest, arms, and legs, it caused me great physical and emotional discomifort. | felt like
the lepars felt in the Bible, | felt like an outcast and at times, | did not want to be around people, becausa | thought people
gither felt sormy for me or were disgusted or shocked by my appearance.

When | got saved, | heard Dr. Tom Anderson teach on healing, the power of our words, and confessing Scripture. When |
read about Jesus healing the lepers, | knew that healing was for me oo, At this time, it was revealed to me that | needed
to be obedient, just like the leper had 1o be obedient when Jesus told him b0 go and give the offering to the priest. Mot long
after | was saved, | went to an allergist, and he tested me (o determine what | was allergic to. | found out that | was allergic
to almost everything in the environment, dust, pollen, grass, trees, dander and so much more, | also learned that | was
allergic to corn, wheat, all ree nule, peanuls, sesame seads, tomatoas, bananas, strawbarmes, and latex. The allergist
said that you cannot control the environment, but vou can control your food intake, he told me to eliminate all ihese foods
from my diel. That is where my obadience came in, | had to eliminate these foods from my diet, and | did, Within in Ethree
maonihs, | was 20% healed. | had some residual redness and itchiness and | spoke with God and said, *l believe Your
Word and | believe Jesus died on the Cross for me to be 100% healed, | am not Being vain Lord | am standing on Your
promise that | am made in Your likeness and image. You have given me a ministry and You know how uncomfortable | am
speaking in front of people when | am broken out. IF this is what You want me to do, then | want this 100% gone.” God
coniinued on page 9 ...
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THI% 15 THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE IH APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK AMNYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS
WILL, HE HEARS Us. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIW)

Pramr Negnests
I felt compelled to reach out to you at this time to pray for
the one who's reading this letter and this awesome ministry.
Let's pray ... Heavenly Father, | bind myself today to this
Called viessel and this chosen ministry that Your power will
guide them. That Your might will uphold them! That Your
wisdom will continue to teach them. That Your eyes will
watch over them! That Your ear will hear them. That Your
Waord would give them speech! That Your hand will guide
them, as You lead Your angels before them to become their
shield and shelter against the snares of the enemy and his
vices, Whether far or near, whether few or many! In Jesus’
MName, amen! | pray something was spoken today from God's
Haly Spinit 1o inspire the sweet Comforter that's in you.
Continue to trust Him in the midst as | do the same.
Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
fean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.” I'll
end this spiritual leve letter with my experience today, |
breathe in everything | am meant to be. | let go of the falsel |
breathe in the amazing, God's nma:lng@rlu wee IO

Can | please ask you ane more favor, can you please pray for
me to leave my addiction to meth at the gate when | get out,
please? Please pray for me, | don't want to be a slave to my
addiction no more. | want to watch my baby girl,
grow up ... AP

Please join me in prayer for my youngest son, Jacob [yes
after the Bible Jacob). He has fallen into a dark pit of evil -
Heroin! He is now facing several issues with the law and is in
need of intervention! Please pray that he gets the proper
help he needs for the addiction and that the judge will
accept him going to a sober living home instead of jail time,
Jacob s only 22 vears old. | ask if yvou could pray for my
youngest son, Jacob, wha is in jail now facing 7+ years. He
got hooked up with the wrong crowd, started using ‘satan’s
blood, aka heroin. Did a lot of stupid things to pray for the
habit. He' trying to get inte a program for suspended
sentence to avoid prison, | pray he gets a Christian program,
He's not prison material ... G.P.

My prayers are with you all and God bless you for reaching
out 1o all of us like vou do ... T.E.

I need help o be a better man and husband, my Father Jesus
Christ help me, Why would God give me a wife? The reason
why is because He loves me, and | hope to meet this woman
soon, IF | know who she s, | know she is here for me, it will
change my entire thinking about women because | want to
be with one person only. Why would God give me money? |
know money is not everything in the world. What is impor-
tant is God's love and peace in my heart. And | pray that God
shows me the wife he has for me. And she shows up in my
life and writes me letters while | am in prison. | feel lonely
and not loved, Butl feel loved by my Father in Christ ... M.C.

Vraise Neports
Oheremers for Ghrist family! | have a praise report. We serve
an awesome God and Living Father! | was moved two
micnths ago to a new complex and was blessed with a job
only three days after getting here. His peace and joy rain
down on me dally and | am just so, so thankful that He has
adopted me as His child! It really blows my mind and truly
puts me in awe to think that 1 was predestined, and a part of
His magnificent plan; and that nothing can ever separate ma
from the leve of God! | am so thankful for your ministry and
all that you do .., CM.

| knoww it's been quite some time and you get 5o many
letters, but back in 2012 | wroteyou all a little about myself
and | received this beautiful letter from you and Julie. I'm
serving a 22-year sentence of which | now have only & ¥
years [eft. | lost my faith when | last my brother back in 2011,
But I'll tell you, God knaw His timing and | hava regained my
faith and hope back. God has directed you and other people
inte my path that has my faith burning in a good way, | now
dao Bible studies and have a mentor from Mew Freedom. | fell
off, but I'm back on. | have s much hope far my future and
Fm ready to hit the pavement and start running. Today, |
kniow that God has great plans for me and
I'rm soready ... RAG.

Cur Fathar has surely shined His love down upon all of yvour
generations and generations to come. Please relay my con-
gratulations to the rest of the family. Great grandparents!
Praise God brother! Praise God! | love you all and am very,
very happy for the Bnderson Tribel We all are so very
blessed and highly favored. And as you said in your card,
"Giod is so good to us Jerry! Every area of our lives is truly
blessed.| know this |5 true, as the Holy Spirltin me says to
yau and your family, Papa’ has so much for you all and it's
only good, good, good ... 1S.

Thank you all for the card and for your prayers concerning
my daughter. | want you all to know that God heard all of
aur prayers in regard to my daughter. She got her own
apartment with a friend of hers from work. She is out of that
horrible place she was living in, God sure did answer our
prayvers. | know that when God's people come together in
prayer, nothing cam stand in the way ... V.F.

Well, hello! | hope and pray that all is well with ya'll, Mom’s
health has been going well, as I'm sure | told you the cancer
is handled! | like to think the radiation was His answer for the
lung cancer and He handled the spot in her throat Himself, It
just aim't there anymone the doctor said. Praise God!! She
feels strong now, Life is good and | pray the same for all of
ya'll. Only 8-ish months left and 171 be back out there with
freedom after & years of this. I'm looking forward to that.
God bless ... B.A.
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Pralse our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! When we speak in the name of Jesus there is power In His name that will
manifest what we need, whether it be in our body, soul. mind, or spirit. We are more than conquerors and we can do all
things through Christ Who strengthens us.

Woe all are very blessed in our livas with Jesus, we just have to remain focused on the truth of God's Word, When we
encourage one another to change, and then help each other in those changes it's akways good. Evervone deserves the
chance to progress that change. That's why |I'm grataful for youw all being there 1o read our mail and respond with such
Encouragement.

When we speak God's Word it is 50 powerful, in the name of Jesus. Amen?! Speaking the Waord, in the name of Jesus,
helps manifest the kingdom in our lives and surely helps in our spintual growth. it's great (o wake up every morming, ook
at ourselves in the mirror, and with boldness and honor say, *l am a child of God and my God loves ma!” Wa must be true
to ourselves and allew cur frue identity in Christ to shine on others. Remember, it is the Word of God that reflecis who we
truly are, not what people think or how the world around us fries o mold us,

God is on the Move
By S.C.

| did get your letter, thank you 5o much for your encouraging words. In your letter you said, “God is going to move, He's
getting ready to open tha windows of heaven and pour out His Spirit on His church,” Brodher, | do believe this siatement!

God's Word is truth, it says exactly that in Malachi 3:10, "I will open the windows of heaven for you. | will pour out a
blessing so great you won't have enough room to take it inf" In context | know the Lord is speaking 1o us here about
our tithes, but | do believe this also confirms the words in your letter! God WILL send us the needed rain you and your
household will be blessed! God's Spirit is upon all of His church, He is who upholds us all!

“But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (7 Corinthians 15:57) Through our
Lord Jesus Christ we walk and live in victory, AMEM!? "For whatever iIs born of God overcomes the waorld. And this is
the victory that has overcome the world—owr faith.” (1 John 5:4)

| just wanted o encourage you all with word's that edify the soul. They are not my words, but His Word! Jesus is tha bread
of life through Him we shall never hunger or thirst!

What Is Love?

By P.O.

People have asked this question for so long, for 50 many years that it's lost it's real true meaning in this life. This is just
this man's answer (o that guestion. Opinions have varied all throughout time, some coming with pain and strife.

S0, “What is Love?"

It's a hot cup of coffee on the front porch, with the love of your life on any given monmindg.

It's a walk on a sandy beach in the rain, laughing and enjoying the pure water down pouring.

It's the smile on anyone's face you reach out to help, and their surprise when you ask for nothing in return,

It's doing the right thing in life no matter what, even if the response you réceiva is ... it's not your concem,

It's seeing the sunrise and shine each and every day, the sun you thought satan had done everything 1o (ake it all away.
It's knowing that God has given you unbiasad true love in life.

God has given you, your very own family, a son, a daughter and a beautiful wife.
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People ask me, “What is love to you?" | respond by saying, “It's all the above; and o0 much more.”

It's the trees, animals, lakes, rivers, winds, and the seas shore to shore.

Most of all it's the true unbiased love of God that gave His only Son.

So! That we all on this earth would know life, laughter, love, and fun. But still you ask, “What is love?

Love is the very life that God gave you, Praise Him and thank Him. Live your life right by God while you can, for you'll
never know the end, what day, time, where you'll be or when.

This was written by a man who wasted too much of his life in search of it, when it was right in front of him all along ...
LOVE ... God's lovel

Think on these Facts
By J.5.

I would like to share the following encouragement with the extended Overcomers for Christ family.
All that God has made bears the marks of His wonders:

“All of Your works will thank You, Lord, and Your faithful followers will praise You. They will speak of the glory of
Your kingdom; they will give examples of Your power. They will tell about Your mighty deeds and about the
majesty and glory of Your reign. For Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. You rule throughout all genera-
tions. The Lord always keeps His promises; He is gracious in all He does.” (Psalm 145:10-13)

“How amazing are the deeds of the Lord! All who delight in Him should ponder them. Everything He does reveals
His glory and majesty. His righfecusness never fails. He causes us fo remember His wonderful works, How
gracious and merciful is our Lord!™ (Psalm 111:2-4)

Our Father does cans:

“The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right; His ears are open fo their cries for help. But the Lord furns
His face against those who do evil; He will erase thelr memory from the earth. The Lord hears His people when
they call to Him for help. He rescues them from all their troubles. The Lord is close fo the brokenhearted; He
rescues those whose spirits are crushed. The rightecus person faces many troubles, but the Lord comes to the
rescue each time.” (Psalm 34:1579) He loves to share with us His creation.

Dur Father does save:;

“But the Lord will redeem those who serve Him. No one who takes refuge in Him will be condemned.” (Psalm
24:22) In the midst of a world of 'god's’, that are not good "god's’ at all, there does exist — in reality, cur Father, the One
true liwing God. And He is altogether good, good, good ... “Taste and see that the Lord is good. O, the joys of those
who take refuge in Him!" (Psalm 34:8)

Beloved, these are psalms/songs that we can still sing "out loud™ to our Father (| call Hm my Poppa). | can guarantee you
that vou have no nead for a perfect singing voice, rhythm ate.

Our Father loves spanding timea with His loved anas ... us, He loves shanng that which He has made with His loved onas
... all of us. With those facts in mind | want to encourage you all to meditate on these things that the Holy Spint brought to
myy thinking a short while ago.

Acknowladging God as our Creator and the fact that He loves sharing everything with us and keeping in mind the obvious
reality that He did not make the ‘following’ and ‘everything else’ just for Himsaelf. He mada thesea things for all of us.
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Soots Iible Study
Ezekiel 1:1-28

Why did the Jewish people in Babylonian

1)  Help the exiles understand whythey had been

2] Disped the false hope that the captivity was goin
3)  bring a new meassage of hope
4) Call the people o a new a

The glory of the Lord appeared like fir g halo or raifBiow to Ezekiel. Ezekiel fell face down, overwhelmed by
the contrast between God's holiness and his u-'.'m smfulness and msmr'canm Emnmall:.r BVEry pamnn will fa | before
God, either out of reverence and ware for H : of fea

how will you respond to God's holiness

Hebrews 2:1-18

Listening to Christ means not merely hearin
and so decelve yourselves. Do whe ;
someane who looks at his face in
ﬂnywmtﬂmrhnwnurd, but doing |
ready to carry out Hig instructions, {2: f L |

God's grace to us led Christ to His death, Jes
and die so that we could have eternal life, bringing His many children
sarvant attitude, perhaps we need to evaluate our own motives. Are we
tion or service, getting or giving? (2:9-70)

Knowing that Christ suffered pain and faced temptation helps us face our
He faced them as a human being. We can trust Christ io help us survive g and overcome temptation. Whan you
face trials, go to Jesus for strength and patience. He understands your d iz able to help. In Hebrews 4:14-16,
“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended .ini@ﬁ ven, Jesus the Son of God, lef us hold
firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is e to empathize with our weaknesses,
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yetbhe did not sin. Let us then approach
God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may recelve mercy and find grace fo help us in our time of
neead.” (2:18)

Psalm 104

What God created each day is mentioned by the psalmdﬂ Ermm to praise God, God's act'of creation desaerves the
praise of all people. (104:1)

Teday, many pecple are arrogant encugh to think, need God. But cur every breath depends on the life He has
breathed into us. Not only do we depend on G ery life, but He
learm more of His plans for us each day. (104

Proverbs 27:3
The resentment caused by a fool is heavie

& “Foot” Notes

Hello, everybody!! On a daily basis we &
thians 10:13 (NLT), “But remember that
others experience. And God is faithful. He
stand up against it. When you are tempte

We've all heard it said that “God will never give you han you can handle.” But He will give you encugh for you to
realize that you cannot get through it alone! Keep tumed towards God and you'll get through anything.

Love to ya'll short and tall ... Vaya con Dios ... Don't ride faster than your angels can fiyl!
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het? God wanted Ezekiel fo:

! goes away and immediately forgets what
freedom and continues in it—not forget-
; rmydﬂ.' Wa must listen carefully and be

did not come into the world to gain status or pofitical power, butl to suffer
CIibis difficult for us to identifywith Christ's
intarested in power or participation, domina-

cwesus understands our siruggles because

iy

23l with templations. Let's all lake a ook at 7 Corin-

gt come into your life are no different from what
0 the temptation from becoming so strong that you can't
how you a way out so that you will not give into it."



Miracles of Jesus: Jesus Healed the Lepers and Me By Michelle Anderson oonkinued from page 4
revealed to me that there was ancther vice that | needed to remove from my life, it was something that did not even mean
anything to me, | was not even aware of the significance of why it was blecking my complete healing. | cbeved God and
removed this thing from my life and continued to not eat foods that | was allergic to. Then, | stood firm on my belief and
faith in God's Word and waited for the full manifestation of my miracle. | would nol back away until | was completely
healed, Within a month, | was completaly healed,

Being healed of eczema restored my confidence and desire to share my testimony with others, just like the man healed of
leprosy did in Mark 1:45, “But the man went and spread the word, proclaiming to everyone what had happened. As
a resull, large crowds soon surrounded Jesws, " | have a desire for large crowds to surround Jesus, and for them to
know that miracles happen today.

] E

OIS TMan e
Second Chance At life

Well, | really need to start off by telling you some of my histony. | am 52 years old. | stafted my criminal activities in 1984
from 1984 1o 18987 1'was in and out of Arzona Youlh Authadty, When | graduated from high schodd, eant o MNoALL for my
generals and finished my schooling at the U.T.L | retained a masier's in automaotive,

When | finished there, | moved to Colorado and then to Wtah, where | soon went to jail and then prison. | went to prison in
1888 and remained there until 2011, In 2002, on my last attempt to parole, | was convicted of a sex crime, "Peging outside
of a bar®. 50 of course, also in 2002, | had to step down from miy rank in a ‘white' gang I'd been in for several years.

That crime changed my whole entire life, | just didn't know it vet! | moved from Salt Lake City, Utah 1o lowa, in 2013, 1o
avoid the Gang Task Force! | tried to outrun the registry, but that didn't work. | was picked up 21 days later in Des Moines,
lowa. | was found guilty of failure to register, | went back 1o prison for 27 months. After my release | violated five imes,
The last ime | was at a halfvay house where | got high. Mext thing | know the halfeay house gave me a uring test and |
was, you quassed if, guilty!

I let the Meth control me! So, | packed up all of my clothes in a backpack and went on the run. | was gone for almost 18
manths, That's when | was caughl and arrested, in Phoenix, and taken back (o lowa, | plead guilty rot knowing | had
picked up a new indictment. They gave mea 18 months for the violation, and & months into that violation they took me 1o
Des Maoines for the indictment. | was found guilty of double jeopardy and given 20 more months,

When | left the jail, they sant me back o prison in Memphis C.C A /Core civic, After | was there for 15 days & gang
members assaulted me and | laid in my own fluids for 11.5 hours. When | was taken to a hospital 3 hours away, they
found a faint pulse and the Lord gave me a second chance, From that beating | received a T.B.I., {traumatic brain injury).
This is why | expounded on the “Second Chance at Life" ... G.F.

P FACTHS

Jul 8th = In 1785, the U.S, Congress chose the dollar as the monetany unit for the country.
Jul Gth = In 1854, the U.5. Republican Party was formally launched at a convention in Jackson, Michigan.

Jul Bth = In 1892, sixteen people were killed during fighting between guards and striking steelworkers at a Carnegie Steel
Co. plant in Homestaad, Pennsylvania.

Jul Gth — In 1942, diarist Anne Frank and her family went into hiding in a secret annex in a warehousa in Amsterdam.

Jul 10th = In XX, The United Kingdom's Royal Air Force, which battled the Garman Lufiwaffe during the Battle of Britain,
counted eleven American pilots among its 2 800 members.

Jul 13th — In 1863, draft riots began in New York City. An estimated 1,000 people were killed or wounded.

Jul 13th = In 1973, Alexander Bultarfield, depuly assistant to U5, President Richard Mixon, revealed the existence of the
“Mixon Tapes™ o a senatorial committee investigating the Watergate scandal.

Jul 13th = In 1977, a wenty-five-hour blackout hit the Mew York City area, leaving some 9 million people in darkness and
rasulting in looting and diserder.
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Look Up and Move On
By Steve Arterburn

“All bitterness, anger and wrath, insult and slander must be removed from you, along with all wickedness. And
be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ.” -
Ephesians 4:31-32

The world holds few if any rewards for those who remain angrily focused upon the past. Still, the act of forgiveness is diffi-
cult for all but the most saintly men and women. Are you mired in the quicksand of bitterness or regret? If so, you are not
only disobeying God’s Word; you are also wasting your time.

Being frail, fallible, imperfect human beings, most of us are quick to anger, quick to blame, slow to forgive, and even
slower to forget. Yet as Christians, we are commanded to forgive others, just as we, too, have been forgiven.

If there exists even one person—alive or dead—against whom you hold bitter feelings, it's time to forgive. Or, if you are
embittered against yourself for some past mistake or shortcoming, it’s finally time to forgive yourself and move on. Hatred,
bitterness, and regret are not part of God’s plan for your life. Forgiveness is.

TODAY’S PRAYER

Heavenly Father, free me from anger and bitterness. When | am angry, | cannot feel the peace that You intend for my life.
When | am bitter, | cannot sense Your presence. Keep me mindful that forgiveness is Your commandment. Let me turn
away from bitterness and instead claim the spiritual abundance that You offer through the gift of Your Son. Amen

What Others Are Saging...

“Orercomers for Shrist, it has been a while since my last correspondence. I've been doing good. | still do my studies and still
commune with a few people here. Blessedly | know the Lord is with me every step of the way. Not a day goes by that |
don’t talk with Jesus. | still enjoy the newsletters and | share them with my friends. Even though it’s been a rough couple
of years for us all, with the pandemic, I'm staying positive. God bless you all.” — T.E.

“Hello, | got your card accepting me into the O 4S. family and where you spoke about God restoring our relationships. |
know you are so true! No doubt, not to mention the blessings after blessings that come our way, even in life’'s ups and
downs. God is so Good! No if we can convince the rest of the world, just think of the kingdom here on earth! This can only
be accomplished when we participate with the Holy Spirit, allowing Him to work within us and through us.” — R.S.

“l wanted to write to you and let you know that | am thankful and appreciate the things that you all do for me. | really love
when | receive mail from you, the feelings | get when | read your words blesses me. | know deep inside your heart you
really do love Jesus and His beautiful Word. | know that God is watching over you and your team there.” — M.C.

“l want to thank you all for staying strong in who you are in Christ. Keeping up the good work of our Lord!! You are all an
inspiration to us here on the inside. Thank you for your commitment and faithfulness for the O +S family.” — M.M.

“Like you wonderful people, | am a Christian. A friend recently gave me an issue of last month’s edition of Ouwetcotmers for
Shrist and WOW, guys | absolutely loved it. | am convinced that your program is the TRUTH, delivering the GOOD NEWS
for all to hear, and | want to be a part of it. A lot of people shun and shoo you in prison for following your faith as a Chris-
tian the way | do, and you would be surprised by how a lot of the churches that I've tried to reach out to from my commu-
nity just do not want to be associated with people who are in my position. But here | am in one of our country’s most
extreme penitentiaries and | find your monthly subscription ... GOD BLESS YOU! | love what you guys are doing. | would
really appreciate your monthly subscriptions. Please sign me up, | look forward to the Good News you all send. Again,
God bless you and | send my love.” — T.E.

“God bless all of you at Owicomers for (Shrist. Sorry it's been so long since you've heard from me. Yet | hear from you all in
our monthly newsletter. I've told the Chaplin all about Orercomers for @ﬁrist. He sounds really excited for you to come visit
us. All of my brothers and sisters who are doing state time, if you have the tablet, make sure to log onto the pando app.
Some really amazing worshiping going on, Prison Behind Bars, it's amazing.” — C.P

ChiistionlCemedy

The best golfers always wear two pairs of pants just in case they get a hole in one.
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P LHATS THE
CELEBRATIONM O JESUS CHRIST!
| RELY TOTRALLY

C H 0 Michael 1. Waters

wiww jofultoons. com

My salvation and my honor depend on God:
he is my mighty rock, my refuge. — Psum 62:7 niv

The greatest use of life is to spend it for something that will outlast it.”

- Wilkam James (1842 = 1910) an American phitosopher, historian, and psychologist, and the first educater to offer a psy-
chology course in the United Stafes. James is considersd fo be a leading thinker of the late 18th canfury, one of the most
inTuentral phiiosophers of the United Stales, and the “Father of Amernican psychology”.

ATTENTION ATTENTION Editor's Note ATTENTION ATTENTION

Hello everyone! We have been working with Andrew Wommack Ministries, Charis Bible College, to have their books and
Inmate Bible Study (IBS by mail) available to ALL of you that are currently incarcerated. The request was finally
approved! This is FREE of charge! Each month wihen you wrilte they will ship your requested book, FREE!

To oblain these matenals in either English or Spanish you simply need oowrnite: Andrew Wommack Ministries - P.O.
Box 3333 Colorado Springs, CO 80834-3333 and begin o grow even deeper in your relationship with the Lord, Get
started today, your walk will never ba the samal

———qﬂzﬁm?———

Living Word Bible Church Locations

Mesa - 3520 E. Brown Rd. Mesa, AF 85213 Ahwatukee - 14847 5. 50lh 51. #165 Phoenix, AZ 85044
Scottzdale - 8551 E. Anderson Dr. #105 Scottsdale, AZ 85255 Gilbert - 202 5. Gilberl Rd. Gilbert, AZ 85296

WW?———

Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Hare is how you can give to the Shwrcemers for (SErist ministry:

By check or money order - Make checks payvable to Living Word Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ”, Mail your check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoeniix, Arizona 85080

Your giving does qualify as a charitabla contribution an your taxes. For donations of less than 5250, your cancelled check is suffi-
cient proof for taxes, For donations of 5250 or mare, you will receive a contribution statement from the arganization. If you have
any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.
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Hope II
By J.H.

My hopeis ...

You use discouragement as nourishment, for your motivation,
Fly so high haters can't reach your elevation,
Hope you uplift others up cliffs,
And smother loved ones with forgiveness, we all need it sometimes.

Shine, when it's not popular to do so,
Move slow when others move quick,
Encourage when others throw bricks,

Laugh, growth happens when you trudge through pits.

Brighter days, many ways, you have many days, to uplift and elevate someone’s pain.
A direct to peace, place others first, through their struggles love ‘em,
It develops toughness, sandpaper eliminates roughness,
We all fumble, we all tumble.

Build, even though sandcastles crumble, there's more sand, dust yourself off,
Next plan!

Help us be beller stewards by sending your change of address when you move (o help reduce unnecessary waste and expense
EDITORIAL Wade "Duck” Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Eible Church
(heroemers for (3 frist @ Ministry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwhw ivingwordonling.org jasonivingwaordgmail.com
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