The proverb goes, 


“You never get a second chance to make a first impression.”  

Matthew knows this.  


Out of the gates for his gospel, 



he started with, 




“A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ 




the son of David, 




the son of Abraham:”  


He has then spent the next few chapters establishing these ideas.  



That Jesus was the Messiah.  



That Jesus was the King of Israel and the world.  



That he was the fulfillment of the promises to Abraham to be a blessing.  


Which we would assume he is 



and had established himself over the decades of his life as, 




if it were not for one little problem.  


This world changing Jesus we meet at the beginning of the gospel 



in chapters 1 and 2 




is an infant. 




A baby that does not speak, 





only cries and coos, 





laughs and screams.

So as we arrived in chapter 3, 


John the Baptist has set us up to be ready for this Jesus that is Christ, 


King, 


and Blessing.  



John has told us that he is unworthy to untie his Sandals, 



that he will bring the Spirit and fire, 



he is going to turn the world and its citizens into his threshing floor.  

John paints the picture we would expect for any childhood superstar.  


We have either watched enough VH1 



“Where are they Now?” Specials, 


or been around long enough to watch these stars grow up, 



to expect an narcissistic, 



egotistical, 



hotel room destroying, 



world bows and worships me character to step on scene.  

This is what our world and humanity 


has prepared us to expect.  

But it is not what we get.

The humbleness that Jesus exudes time and time again 


should be shocking to us.  

It would be like a star at the pinnacle of their career, 


coming out onto to center stage during the SuperBowl halftime show, 


and amidst the roaring crowd



reading their most tear soaked pages of their diaries.  

The fans were expecting music, 


lights, 


fireworks, 


and I guess now drones.  

Instead, 


no jumping from the top of the stadium, 

just standing center stage 


and bearing their heart to the world.

This is what happens in this scene. 


These are Jesus' first words and actions as an adult.  

Up to this moment in Matthew's gospel, 


Jesus has yet to speak 


and everything he did was as an infant. 

This episode sets the tone of the rest of Jesus' vocation.  


John has set him up to be one coming with fire and the spirit.  


Jesus should have a winnowing fork, 



an axe, 



or a torch in his hand, 


not a diary, 


not asking to be baptized himself.  

He should come ready to tell the people 


that John's baptism is not enough to restore them to God, 



you can almost see the Messiah John imagines 




getting him so worked up in spewing condemnation 





that saliva is gurgling out 





and getting caught in his beard, 






like some worked up western movie villain.

So it comes as a shock that Jesus approaches John, 


he travels all the way from Nazareth in Galilee 


to be baptized by John in the Jordan, 



a 50 mile journey.  

And he does not come to tell John to get out of the way, 


but to baptize him as well.  

I hope you can hear John's confusion and worldview being torn apart in his words, 


“I need to be baptized by you, 



and do you come to me?” 

John knows the way this should work, 


and like I often find Jesus saying to me when I tell him how things should work, 
he tells me, 



“Let it be this way for now.”  

Maybe John has heard such things from the Lord enough,


that he is willing to trust, 

which hopefully 


I am becoming better at as well.  

But there is still a mystery to unpack,  


How is letting it be this way for now 



“the proper way to fulfill all righteousness?”  

As anyone who wants to question Christianity can point out, 


John's baptism was for the repentance of sins.  

And Jesus, 


scripture and the church holds, 



had no sin.  

If we knew the setting of Israel, 


we would also know that Israel itself 



had never been called before to be baptized.  

A pagan convert to Judaism would be baptized to wash away their sin, 


but Israel was the child of Abraham.  


Abraham's righteousness was sufficient.  



They were born into a right standing with God.  

And then John appears in the wilderness, 


baptizing Jews who could trace their family lines back to Abraham by memory.  

This baptism of John 


was the long cry of God 



for his chosen people to repent and be right again.  

God could raise up children of Abraham from these rocks, 


but he doesn't want to.  

So as Israel hears the calling to come and repent, 


so the true Son of Israel, 


Israel incarnate as we have learned from the genealogy 



and the places involved in Jesus early life, 


Jesus comes as Israel to receive baptism, 



to be washed of the sins 



and repent of its ways.  

Jesus took the sins of Israel upon himself 


not at Calvary, 


but at the Jordan.  

That is why from here on out, 


those of Israel are able to be freed, 


healed 


and forgiven.  

Because Jesus has already taken their sins upon himself.  


Jesus will still need to die on the cross 



to pay the penalty, 


but from this moment on, 



people around Jesus start to experience the in-breaking Kingdom of God.  

Not our first guess of how a SuperBowl half time would start.

So Jesus taking on the sins 

and being washed of them as the True-Israel 


is the first part of Jesus' experience.  

He has fulfilled all righteousness, 

he has met the will of God, 


which from the beginning, 



was to have a people who do God's will, 




which called for Israel to repent of its ways.  

But Jesus experiences a few more things in this scene.  

The whole show is not him reading his diary.  


As his story reaches dying to himself 


and being raised to new life, 



the pyrotechnics, 



the sounds, 



the glory we expected begin to happen.  

Jesus is not only Israel, 


he becomes Holy Spirit filled Israel.  

Jesus sees two things.  


One, the heavens being torn open.  


Two, the Spirit of God descending upon him.  

The heaven's being torn open 


is what Ezekiel saw 



that led him to be a prophet of Israel 




with visions of what God was doing.  


The long silence of prophets 



was believed to be that heaven had been sealed shut.  

But in this moment, 


it is torn open again after 400 years.  

And from it comes the Spirit of God, 


descending like a dove.  

Now as post Pentecost Christians, 


we know that is not the only form the Spirit of God comes in.  


We know it can come as fire 



and a rushing, powerful wind, 




which would be a great show.  

But here, 


it comes as a dove upon Jesus.  

What is God the artist,


saying by bringing a peaceful 


pure symbol 



instead of the purifying fire?  

God is highlighting the fact that he is bringing a new world into place.  


In Genesis 1, 



the spirit hovering or brooding over the waters at the beginning of creation 




is thought to be a dove echo.  


Then the dove being sent out after the great flood 



and a new beginning signaled such a new world again.  

So we should not be surprised that as Israel arises from death to life in baptism, 


that the Spirit comes down 


and hovers over the water like a dove again, 



to signify a new creation is under way.  

The old way has died, 


the new life has come.

In addition to the new creation, 


the spirit resting upon Jesus 



is the fulfillment of many Messianic texts in Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; 59:21; 61:1.  Jesus is the long awaited Messiah, 


the Spirit filled savior of the people of Israel.  

All of the great promises of Isaiah culminate in these texts.  

Jesus, 


with the Spirit of the Lord resting on him, 



now has the Spirit of wisdom, 



understanding, 



counsel, 



power,  



knowledge 



and of the fear of the Lord.  



He will bring justice to the nations.  

The Lord's Spirit and words will not depart from Jesus' mouth.  


And with the Spirit upon Jesus, 



as the Lord's anointed, 




he will preach good news to the poor, 




bind up the brokenhearted, 




proclaim freedom for the captives 




and release from darkness for the prisoners, 





proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 






and the day of vengeance of our God, 




comfort all who mourn, 




and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 





bestowing on them a crown of beauty.  

All of this and more 


comes with the Spirit descending upon Jesus like a dove.  

This is what a Messiah is called to be.  

This is why Israel 


and we 



waited and prayed for the Messiah to come.

But Jesus' vocation still has more to add to it.  


Not only is he Israel, 


not only is he the Messiah for Israel, 



but he is God's beloved Son, 



the delight of God's life.  

Now as one who has experienced the disappointment of their father 

and the delight of their father, 


these words carry a strong importance to any child.  

I am just getting a taste of the delight that God the Father had in his son, 


through my experience and time with Eva.  

But Eva does not have any Psalms placing more weight upon her being my beloved.  

Psalm 2 that we read earlier, 


tells of the day when the Lord will call on his son 


and he will be his father.  



He is installed as King on Zion, 



the nations are his inheritance, 




to the ends of the earth.  

Jesus is quickly becoming the star we came to see.  


Not just a child of God, 


but the Son of God from God.  

We should not be too surprised at this, 


since the birth narrative makes this unique situation clear.  

But it is here that Jesus is let fully in on the plan 


that he has been piecing together over the years.

Jesus, 


in following the calling to travel the 50 miles from Nazareth to the Jordan, 


where Israel first came into the promised land, 



has within a few minutes had his vocation in life made crystal clear, 




assuming he can hold all of these ideas together at once.  

In his baptism, 


Jesus acts as the true Israel, 



purified of its sin, 


takes on the yolk of a prophet 



and a sign that the Kingdom of Heaven is breaking into this world, 


is filled with the Holy Spirit, 


and is now the Messiah that Israel has been waiting for, 


plus has the relationship with God clarified.  



God is his true Father, 



Joseph was his earthly father, 




and Jesus is God's son.  

But it is done in a way we would not have expected.

All of this comes from Jesus and John being willing to follow God's will, 


to fulfill all righteousness.  

From Jesus asking, 


not demanding to be baptized.  

John knew the way the show normally goes.  


Jesus asks him to change his expectations.  

When he did, 


the glory of God was revealed, 

but it was in a way that allowed us to see the character and nature of the Triune God. 

This is where Jesus starts out from, 


what God wants us to see.  



He comes not with the fire, 



the shovel, 



or the axe, 


but with a willingness to be baptized 



by one who is unworthy to untie his sandals.  


A humbleness to take on the sins of Israel.  


The Holy Spirit comes upon him not as a rushing wind, 



but a gentle dove, 




ready to bring a new creation into existence.  


His father speaks not of his Son's power and might, 



even though he was there in the creation of the world, 


but speaks of his love and joy of his Son.  

This moment, 

this introduction to the fully grown man that is Jesus of Nazareth, 


should set our eyes upon what Jesus will do as Messiah, 


Prophet, 


Son of God, 


and King.  

And it should also give us a reality check on who we are to be as followers, 


siblings, 


and those baptized in the name 



or character, 

not only of Jesus, 


but the Father 


and Holy Spirit as well.  
