Today, we reach the ever important, 


“So what?” question.  



Yes, Jesus died for me, 



yes, I am in relationship with God directly again, 



yes, I have the power, 




intellegence, 




and imagination of heaven standing behind me to live and create, 


“So what?”  


What am I to do with all of this?  

The evangelical focus of the last century and a half 


has moved away from a biblical teaching about life 


and more toward a Platonistic view of life.  

Plato's philosophy promoted the idea that this realm of existence was to be done away with 


and there was another, 



perfect world, 



the world of forms,


that was not hindered by matter, 



but moved toward perfection in another dimension 




beyond our physical realm of existence.  


So our popular ideal of heaven was floating on the clouds as disembodied Spirits came to life.

But that is not the storyline in scripture whatsoever!  

In scripture, 


it is the physical world that matters 


and the physical world that is being redeemed.  


It is the physical world that Jesus was healing in his ministry


the physical world that Jesus came to save.  

Now as Jesus' followers, 


we are to follow their Lord in what he did, 



we are to be agents of healing and restoration in this world.  


That is our calling.  

That is what we were originally created for, 


to take the dynamic creation of God 



and turn it into a world that is filled with God's glory.  

Remember we walked away from that calling 


and were unable to fulfill that calling, 



because of our separation from God.  

Now, we are in a place where our relationship with God is restored, 


we have the freedom that Christ brings, 


the power of God to work in our lives, 



and we find this (life and world).

This life is what we have used God's good and perfect gifts to create.  


Depending on your week or your current mood, 



you could suddenly find yourself really depressed 



or moderately proud.  

In our current state, our situation has room for growth, 



but is not as bad as it could be.

But hear again Peter's claim of what God is intending on doing through us.  


It is not just getting the human race to give a  verbal assent to Jesus.  


It is not just getting us to try harder 



and be nice to each other.  


It is not a matter of being good.  


It is not just a matter of being worthy to make it to heaven.  

Peter tells us, 


“Repent therefore, 



and turn back, 




that your sins may be blotted out, 




that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 


and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, 



Jesus, 




whom heaven must receive 


until the time for restoring all the things 



about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.”

We know that we need to repent, 


to turn back, 


to stop living as if God was not in control of the world 



and we or some other thing was.  

We know this turning back to God is necessary for our sins to be wiped away.  

We know that life will come from that, 


times of refreshing, 


where we will have new life coming from us, 



because the presence of the Lord is upon us.  

These are good, 


but they are not God's ultimate plan.  

God's ultimate plan is to restore all things here on earth, 


so that the dimension of reality called earth, 


functions as the dimension of reality called heaven.  

We pray that every week, 


“Your will be done on earth, 


as it is in heaven.”  

It is not some line that someday will fade away, 


but it is from Jesus' prayer, 


Jesus taught his disciples to pray this for the ultimate goal.

The scope of God's plan is so extensive.  


As I mentioned last week, 



in Jesus' death, 




all powers of the world were involved in Jesus' crucifixion.  




Every aspect of God's created world rebelled against it's true king.  

Jesus endured this rebellion from every angle, 


in order to redeem every angle.  



Even those fragments of wood, 



ore, 



and thorn, 




were redeemed and restored.  

God's activity in salvation 


is as broad as it was in creation.  

Just as God created everything, 


including art, 


work, 


and families; 

so God has redeemed everything on earth, 


including art, 


work, 


and families.

This is great news 


for those who are clear 



that they need God's grace to wash over every aspect of their life.  

It is intrusive news, 


for those who think 



that there are only certain areas where they may need some assistance, 


but otherwise, 



they have things under control.  

Our scripture text tells us clearly, 


that at the time of Christ's return, 



he will restore all things.  

Not just the things that humans did not get around to yet.  

Or just those things that our friends and neighbors, 


who are not as holy as we are



 have not addressed.  

Everything will need restored.  


For the matter of this earth is sticking around.  


This physical world will continue.

We are stuck here in the middle.  


As I said last week, 



Jesus' death was the climax of God's story, 



but it was also the beginning.  

Everything was completed 


for the beginning of the work to begin.  

If you have ever tried to build something, 


you know that the planning and organizing of the build 



is sometimes more intensive than the actual building.  




There is the permitting, 




the zoning, 




the bids, 




the design changes, 




the securing of the funding.  

All of these pieces have to be dealt with 


before the first scoop of dirt can be dug out of the ground.  

God had created us to do the work 


of building his creation into its fullness at the beginning of creation.  

We went and disqualified ourselves from being eligible to work.  

This qualification took the builder himself coming down, 


living amongst us, 


paying all fines and penalties for our violations, 

so that we could find ourselves eligible again, 


to do the work we were created to do.  

The work we were created in God's image to do.

We have been eligible for over 2000 years to work for building God's Kingdom.  


So how are we doing?  

The foundation of the apostles went in fairly soundly 


with a little controversy, 



but we had a solid rock on which to build.  

We have a great blue print 


that has been distributed around the world 


and into almost every language.  

But, it is a long term project, 


and we keep losing sight of what we are supposed to be doing.  

This restoration of all things, 


means a wider range of cooperation than we can carry by ourselves.  

Getting billions of people to work on the same project 


and not get distracted by their pet project 


or their sub-contract work is difficult.

But it does not mean it will not happen.  


There are plenty of projects here in town to remind us that building takes time.  



New contractors are sometimes brought in, 



a necessary piece has trouble making the barge.  

We know that in God's perfect timing, 


Jesus will return and make all things new.  

That does not mean we are now unemployed 


or have no purpose.  

Jesus will complete the work, 


but we are to carry on the work that he started 


and is living and working in 



and through us to do.

Now why he would hire someone like your or me 


to build something so grand 



seems like a mystery at first.  

But we need to remember last week's good news, 


that we are not our old selves.  



Those who have messed up 



and continue to mess up.  

Yes, sin still exists in our life.  


But we have a new life growing within us.  

A life that will flourish 


the more we put ourselves in the elements we were created to be working in.  

When you put a seed into the optimal conditions for its growth, 


it does what? 



It grows.  




It does not struggle with root rot 




or death and decay.  

You put a seed in unideal conditions, 


and it may grow, 



but it will never really flourish, 




until the conditions change.

The more we see those places where we need to repent, 


and actually turn back, 



the more we will see the need for 




and utilize the forgiveness of Jesus' blood, 



the more we will be free to do the work of building up God's Kingdom.  

The more building you do, 


the better in shape you become.  

My dad is a god example of this.  


He has sold houses for decades.  


He has been around them, 



walked up and down them, 




knew all about them. 



His mind knew everything there was to know about houses. 

But when he actually started the building process, 


he was sore for the first week or two, 



but his body started to be transformed through the process.  


Wasteful pieces that held him back 



disappeared 


and a strength that previously was not present, 



came about.

God's calling us to do the same with ourselves.  


To begin working on the Kingdom project, 



to enter in to the workforce, 




to transform all aspects of life.  

Not just our souls, 

not just our minds, 

not just our hearts, 


but our whole physical being needs restored 


as does the whole created order.  

We were made to be God's stewards of the created order.  


When we do what we were created to do, 



we will find that life happens, 



life flourishes, 



things start clicking and moving, 



parts of God's Kingdom become visible to the world around us.  

They will continue to become clear to the world around us, 


until we step away from the model, 



the plan laid out for us in Jesus of Nazareth 



and the promises of God laid out in scripture.  

Let us stick with the plan 


and not lose sight of the fulfillment of the plan, 



the first fruit, 



Jesus Christ.
