
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
www.brewertonumc.com 

    Pastor :   Justin Hood 
    pastorjustinhood@gmail.com  
    Phone:  315-668-3999 
 

“Connecting people with Jesus and walking the path of real life faith  
 

Worship every Sunday at 10:15 am 
A nursery is provided 

Children’s Sunday School during services 
Coffee & Fellowship Follows Worship Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  We’re back!  It’s September 2016 and time to get back to work and 
school and all those things we associate with autumn.   
 
Inside this issue, we will see those church community activities we love 
so well, begin their fall schedules.  So go ahead, open this newsletter and 
begin to explore what is happening at the Brewerton United Methodist 
Church.   
 

Happy Reading  
 
 



 
  Brewerton United Methodist Church Calendar 
 
Sunday, September 4th: 
 10:15 am – Worship Service 
 
Monday, September 5th:  Labor Day 
 
Sunday, September 11th:  Patriot Day 
 10:15 am – Worship Service 
 11:45 am – United Methodist Women’s meeting 
 
Wednesday, September 14th:  
 12:00 pm – Happy Day’s Senior Luncheon 
 
Friday, September 16th: 
 8:00 am – Apple pies – make tops 
 
Sunday, September 18th:     RALLY DAY!!! 
 10:15 am – Worship Service 
 After worship service – luncheon – bring a dish to share! 
 12:00 pm – Apple Picking… 
 
Tuesday, September 20th: 
 7:15 pm – Administrative Council Meeting 
 
Thursday, September 22nd:    Fall Begins ! 
 8:00 am – 4:00 pm – Assemble Pies! 
 
Friday, September 23rd: 
 6:00 am – 10:00 pm – Pie Baking! 
 
Saturday, September 24th:  Applefest 
 6:00 am – Pie Baking & Selling! 
 
Sunday, September 25th:   Applefest 
 9:00 am – Sell Pies ! 
 10:15 am – Worship Service 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The October 2016 Newsletter deadline is, Tuesday, September 20th. 
If you have any problems making the deadline, or have additions or 
corrections for the newsletter, please contact me in church or by phone at 
695-3114, or by e-mail: kpeckham7123@windstream.net   
Thank You.  Kathy Peckham 

Regular PoLM Facility Events 
Adult Bible Study:  1st & 3rd Tuesdays  1pm -2pm 
Mission Circle: 2nd  Thursday– 1 pm ! 
Easter Morning Clothing Closet: 
 Wednesdays - 6pm -8pm 
 Thursdays -  10:30am – 12:00pm 
 Saturdays – 10:00am – 1:00pm 
AA “Forever Young”:  Wednesdays 6:00pm – 8:00pm 
AA “Life Changing”:   Fridays  6:00pm – 8:00pm 
New World Ministry: 
 Saturday:  9:00 am – 11:30 am – Tutoring & Adult music 
 Sunday:  2 pm – 5pm - (Worship) Christian Ed &  
    Group meeting 
Good News & New Hope Ministry: 
 Sunday: 10:00am – 1:00am (Worship) Christian Ed &  
    Group meeting 
 Monday: 5:00pm – 7:30pm – Group Ministry 
Mattydale History Group: 
 2nd Monday 6:30pm – 8:00pm 

Regular BUMC Facility Events 
Food Pantry: Tuesdays  10:00am – 12:00pm 
  Thursdays  4:30pm – 6:30pm 
ZUMBA: Mondays  9:00 am – Zumba Gold Chair 
        6:00 pm – Zumba/Zumba Toning 
        7:00 pm – Strength Class 
  Wednesday   6:00 pm – Zumba toning 
              7:00 pm - Strength 
  Thursdays  9:00 am – Zumba Gold Chair 
   Also – Friday’s   8:30 am - Zumba 
Yoga with Linda:   Tuesdays  5:30pm – 6:30pm 
Twilight Stitchers:    2nd & 4th  Mondays  6:00pm – 9:00pm 
Choir Rehearsals:    Thursdays  6:00pm – 6:45pm 
Resistance Training:    Mondays  7:00pm – 7:30pm 
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NOTES FROM THE PATH OF LIFE 
By Peg Leonard 

 
“You are responsible for your own happiness. Circumstances beyond 
your control may put impediments in your path, but they don’t have to 
be barriers. Finding out how to get around them and continue on your 
God chosen way is the secret of successful living. (Simple Wisdom) 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
   The Adult Bible Study meets every 1st & 3rd Tuesday per month in the 
Fellowship Hall at 1 pm. On September 6 the class will be discussing 
Lesson 3, Day 5, “What are you talking about?” How does 
discouragement and disappointment effect your life with Jesus? On 
September 13, the class will discuss Lesson 4, Day 1, “I am the Messiah”. 
Who does Jesus reveal himself as being the Messiah? 
Come join the class on September 6 at 1 pm.  The discussion is always 
lively. 
THE MISSION CIRCLE 
   The Mission Circle is a group of women who meet on the 2nd Thursday 
of each month at 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall for fellowship and Spiritual 
Growth. On September 8, the women have asked Tammy Allen to tell us 
about her mission work at the Red Bird Mission. Pat Polochy is the 
Hostess. 
EASTER MORNING CLOTHING CLOSET 
   The Easter Morning Clothing Closet (the Clothing Closet) was 
established to serve the Mattydale area with free clothing & household 
items. The Clothing Closet has been very successful, serving about 500 
people per month. We are in constant need of clothes for Babies, 
Toddlers, Youth, Men, & Women. The other request is for dishes, 
silverware, pots & pans, sheets, towels & curtains. The clothing Closet is 
open Wednesday 6-8, Thursday 10:30-12:30, Saturday 10-12. Items may be 
donates during the hours Clothing Closet is open OR brought to 
Brewerton UMC. Thanks to all who donate and volunteer. 
COMMUNITY DINNER 
   The Community Dinner was started in 2012 to reach out to the 
Mattydale area with a free meal and friendly conversation. The dinner is 
served on the last Thursday of each month at 4:30 – 6:00 pm at the Path of 
Life. Thanks to the partnership of PoLM (Clothing Closet volunteers), 
Brewerton UMC, & Cicero UMC we will continue to feed & chat with 
anyone who comes to eat. The meal is supported by free will donations 
made by those who attend the meal and your individual donations. The 
Clothing Closet is open during the meal. September’s meal is still a 
mystery. Do come and check the Community Dinner out! 

 

  “Just-in Time” 
   “Reflections on Change” 
 
Greetings in Christ, 
     Change is something we can all relate to, in one way or another. As we 
enter into the fall season we will soon be bombarded with the reality that 
summer is over. The engine of new beginnings will turn over and we will 
be headed straight into full gear again. Soon the heat will break and we 
will be reminded of the cool breezes of fall and the aesthetic beauty of 
God’s creation as green leaves turn to the familiar colors of Autumn.  
As I prepare for seasonal changes, I find myself reflective of the changes 
that we have all gone through together over the past few months. A 
pastoral change is an interesting time in the life of a church. I want to 
thank all of you for your welcoming spirit. I have been profoundly 
moved by your Christian generosity and kindness in these past few 
months. I am inspired and ready to serve as your pastor!  
     You may not know this, but Christians aren’t always great with 
change. It is often easier to cling to comfortability than to challenge 
ourselves with new understandings and approaches. During our ministry 
together, there will certainly be changes, but I ask that you trust me and I 
will trust you. We must remember in these moments, that we are here to 
serve God. And Together, we will walk in this journey. The founder of the 
Methodist Movement and by extension the United Methodist Church, 
John Wesley, once wrote, "We are always open to instruction, willing to 
be wiser every day than we were before, and to change whatever we can 
change for the better." In our journey, there will certainly be moments 
that you teach me and moments that I teach you. It is my prayer that we 
are all open and ready for both roles, as they present themselves. When 
we are all open to instruction and a mutual understanding of our walk 
together, we will be able to serve the Brewerton community in 
accordance with God’s plan.  
Peace in Christ, 
 

Pastor Justin M. Hood 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  A Message From 
   Your Editor 
 
     Lately I’ve been watching videos on “You-Tube” of old time gas 
engines.  As I was watching these videos my mind went back to a time 
when we used one of these engines to cut wood for fence post and 
firewood.  The old engine we had was one that my grandfather had 
bought back before my dad was born.  And I remember very well that 
beginning from about mid to late September, the gathering of wood for 
the woodstoves rose higher on the list of work to be done.  With any 
haying to finish, and corn yet to cut, work was dictated by the weather.  
Even in the years after the livestock was sold, gathering the firewood 
continued to be on the list of work to do.  And ironically, cutting 
firewood with the old buzz saw and gas engine was one of the things I 
enjoyed doing.  Watching these videos, I find myself smiling as I vividly 
recall my dad going about checking, oiling, greasing, adding water and 
gas, preparing to start that old engine.  It took a little time to prepare but 
then came the moment when dad would “start” that engine using one 
hand to choke and one hand to turn the flywheel.  After a few turns, the 
first “pop” would signal it willingness to start.  A few more turns and 
there was “pop”, then another “pop”, and then it would be running.  
With no work load on it, the simple governor kept it firing just enough to 
keep it running.  Pop – pop – pop – then the “shew – shew – shew – pop – 
shew – shew - “  Putting a “log” on the table and pushing it through the 
saw, put a workload on it, “pop - pop – pop – pop – pop – “ now add the 
sound of the saw “singing” as it cuts through the log.  Once threw, repeat, 
over, and over, until your done.  Many an afternoon was spent helping 
my father with the wood.  A good many of those afternoons was a family 
“event”.  Surprisingly, even for many years after I had left home, I (and 
even my sister) would come and help “buzz wood”.  Somehow we have 
come to think of it as a fun thing to do.  Of course we always made sure 
we were done in time for dinner.  In the latter years, if weather permitted 
it, we would cook on the grill.  I always seem to have a good appetite.  
And latter that night, I usually slept quite well. 
     It’s been a few years now since the last time my father has “buzzed 
wood”.  And likely he will never do it again, which means that I may 
never “buzz wood” either.  Yes, September was full of things, starting 
school, finishing the hay, starting the corn, the beginning of fall, but using 
that old “hit and miss” gas engine really stands out and makes me smile.   
 

Kathy Peckham 

MINISTRY OF PRAYER 
 
 
  
 
 
  PRAYER CHAIN 
  
 When you need God’s care and help, please let our new prayer chain join 
with you and pray with you. 
  
 Simply call:         Tammy Allen at 506-3066 
Pastor Justin at:   pastorjustinhood@gmail.com 
   or phone:  607-437-2208 
  
 
 
 
  DAILY PRAYER 
  
Heavenly Father, 
 As we return to our school and church year help us to remember to 
thank you every day for the many blessings you send our way daily. 
In his name, we pray.   Amen 
  
 
 
 
BOTTLES AND CANS 
  
 Put your collection of bottles and cans to good use by taking them to the 
Lucky Seven Collection shop by the Fulton Bank on Bartell Rd. 
Be sure to have them listed in their book for the Brewerton United 
Methodist Church account. OR – bring them to the red bin in the coat 
closet by the back door and I’ll take them in.  Funds collected go to the 
shared ministry fund of our church. 
  
Thank you, Ed Roundy 
  
Thanks for supporting out Shared Ministry Account. 
 



 The Dash 
 by Linda Ellis 
  
 I read of a man who stood to speak 
 At the funeral of a friend 
 He referred to the dates on her tombstone 
 From the beginning to the end 
 He noted that first came her date of her birth 
 And spoke the following date with tears, 
 But he said what mattered most of all 
 Was the dash between those years 
 For that dash represents all the time 
 That she spent alive on earth. 
 And now only those who loved her 
 Know what that little line is worth. 
 For it matters not how much we own; 
 The cars, the house, the cash, 
 What matters is how we live and love 
 And how we spend our dash. 
 So think about this long and hard. 
 Are there things you’d like to change? 
 For you never know how much time is left, 
 That can still be rearranged. 
 If we could just slow down enough 
 To consider what’s true and real 
 And always try to understand 
 The way other people feel. 
 And be less quick to anger, 
 And show appreciation more 
 And love the people in our lives 
 Like we’ve never loved before. 
 If we treat each other with respect, 
 And more often wear a smile 
 Remembering that this special dash 
 Might only last a little while. 
 So, when your eulogy is being read 
 With your life’s actions to rehash 
 Would you be proud of the things they say 
 About how you spent your dash? 
  
 © 1996 All Rights Reserved, Linda Ellis 

September Women’s News 
 
 June 10th, 23 UMW members and their families enjoyed a 
celebration picnic at Marion Ford’s! A delicious potluck meal, good 
friends and a beautiful setting were enjoyed by all.  Thank you Marion. 
 
  Our September UMW meeting will be Sunday 9/11 after church 
services. We will have a light lunch and then a special speaker.  Marlene 
Roeder is an artist with a passion for ending human trafficking.  The 
organization she supports is “A21 Campaign”, whose goal is to end 
human trafficking by 2021. She will share her ‘Circles of Life’ and we will 
each color one. We will take a free will offering for Campaign A21. 
 
     Theme Basket Event will be held Saturday October 22. Plans are 
underway.  Your donations of goodie filled baskets and other gifts are 
what make this event a success each year.  Remember all money earned 
goes to missions! 
 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

    A note from the Staff – Parish – Relations - Committee    
 

Pastor Justin Hood began his ministry at Brewerton on July 1, 2016.  He  
has had a busy summer meeting us and learning about our missions and 
activities.  Pastor Justin was appointed to Brewerton as a part time 
 (3/4 time) pastor.  He is also appointed to Phoenix UMC.  We have 
 been working together to maximize the time he spends with us. 
 
Pastor Justin will  be in his office on Monday and Tuesday 10 to 1 and  
Wednesday 3 to 7 PM.  He is also available for pastoral visits.  If you or 
someone you know would like a visit let one of the SPRC members know 
and we will pass the request to Pastor Justin.  If you have an emergency, 
 call Pastor Justin  @ 1-607-437-2208. 
 
We look forward to growing our ministry with Pastor Justin.   
 
Thank You, 
From SPRC Members: 
Rachel Windover,  Lorraine Ward,  Dick Roberts,  Deb Haller  
Desiree Struppa-Skaly,  Tammy Allen,  Jean Whittiker 
 



 

Central Square AppleFest 2016 
 
It’s once again time for us to support the community and our church by 
baking  over 600  apple pies for the Central Square Applefest.  Please 
mark your calendars to help make many hands make light work on the 
following days: 
 
Friday, September 16th   – 8:00am - rolled tops, crumb topping and sugar 
mixture 
 
Sunday, September 18th – Pick apples after church (light lunch 
provided) 
 
Thursday, September 22nd – 8:00 am – throughout the day – Peel apples 
and assemble pies.  Lunch provided. 
 
Friday, September 23rd – Bake and sell pies 
 
Saturday/Sunday – September 24th & 25th – 
    Applefest in Central Square Raceway Park 
 
Please take a look at all the signup sheets for donations and volunteering 
in the narthex. 
 
The committee would like to thank all in advance for making this such a 
successful fund raiser for our church.  Not to mention how much 
fellowship fun it creates!  Looking forward to seeing all of you on these 
dates! 
 
If you have any questions, please let us know. 
Thanks, 
Lorraine Ward/Cheryl Camp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       EVANGELISM TEAM SCHEDULE FOR 9/16 - 6/17 
 
Sept    4 Joan Doran   Oct    2  Judy Kelly 
         11 Marion Ford            9 Marion 
         18 Joe Ranieri          16 Marilyn Schaap 
         25 Claire Richardson         23 Joan 
            30 Joe 
 
 
Nov    6 Claire                          Dec    4 Joe 
          13 Marion            11 Marion 
          20  Judy            18 Claire 
          27 Marilyn                     25 Judy 
 
 
 Jan   1  Marilyn                Feb     5 Marilyn 
           8 Marion            12 Marion 
          15 Joe            19 Joe 
          22 Claire            26 Claire 
          24 Judy  
 
           
Mar     5 Judy   Apr     2 Claire 
           12 Marion              9 Marion 
           19 Marilyn            16 Judy 
           26 Joe             23 Marilyn 
              30 Joe 
  
 
  May     7 Joan   June    4 Marilyn 
             14 Marion             11 Marion 
             21 Claire              18 Joan 
             28 Judy              25 Joe 
 
 
 
      Hi folks! Here is the current schedule for the Evangelism Committee 
visitations!   Pastor Justin Hood is also a member of our committee. The church 
telephone # is:  668 3999 and Pastor Hood’s  Cell 607 437 2208. Our mission is 
important! This was emphasized in Tammy Allen’s message 8/28/16.  
Next meeting? 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***  If anyone knows someone who needs to be added or removed from our list or if there 
is an error in our list, PLEASE let me know.  You may contact me either by phone at: 

315-695-3114 or by e-mail at: kpeckham7123@windstream.net.  Or at church on 
Sunday. 
 
Thank You 
Kathy Peckham 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EASY TITHE ONLINE OFFERING 
 
Another way you can share your financial gifts in praise of our amazing 
God to your church Brewerton UMC.  Set it up to be recurring, so you 
don’t have to try to remember your offering as you run out the door on 
Sunday, or when you are away or when you go south for the nice 
weather. You can put it on your Debit or Credit card! And you can divide 
it between the funds you want it to go ( i.e. any of the funds you do now 
with your check).  You can have your capital funds offering go through 
this way or any other special offering. 
 
Not sure, check it out, there is no obligation  to set up an account and it 
will be ready if you ever want to use it, there is also a phone app you can 
download to do all of you offerings right from your phone.  
 
EASY INSTRUCTIONS; 
From the Brewerton UMC Website , click on the Easy Tithe Link on the 
right hand side, that like will bring you to the log in page, you can choose 
to not set up an account and click on "Quick Give", or you can click the 
option "First Time".  From here just fill out the Donor Profile and you are 
ready to go, 
 
If you want to set up recurring offering,  then go through that process 
and your done.  You offering will be deposited in our bank the day you 
give it. Your giving statement will also be credited for the amount for 
yearend tax purposes. 
 
Any questions ask a Finance team member!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barbara  Ellison September  3rd 

Matthew  Doran September  5th 

Renee  Aiken September  5th 

Deb  Lombard September  14th 

Stephen  Doran September  17th 

Joan  Graves September  19th 

Diane  Soeder September  19th 

Jay Maxam September 20th 

Richard  Lindsley September  21st 

  

  Birthstone=    Sapphire 

Birth flower=  Aster -or- Morning Glory 

Zodiac=   Virgo:  August 24 - September 22 
Libra:  September 23 - October 23 
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“September Food For Thought from the Food Pantry” 
 Submitted by:  Deb Lombard, Pantry Coordinator 
 
  Monthly Statistics:              June/July 2016 
      (9 Days / 8 Days 
 Families/Households Served:          99  /   82 
 Total Meals:           5,040 /  3,795 
 # Ind. x 3 meals/day x 5 days        336 x 3 x 5 / 253 x 3 x 5 
          # Children:  (Ages 0 -17)    127    /   101 
  # Adults : ( Ages 18 – 64)    190   /    133 
          # Seniors: (Ages 65+)             19   /      19 
   Total Individuals:         336  /     253 
    

What’s New in the Pantry??... 
School Supply Distribution 

Thanks to the efforts and generosity of many church, neighborhood and 
community groups, we have two tables loaded with a vast assortment of 
school  supplies that we are distributing to students in Pre-K, Elementary 
School – K to 5th Grade, Middle School –Grades 6 - 8, and High School, 
Grades 9 – 12.  The choir room has been converted to our school supply 
distribution center with: pencils, pens, crayons, markers, colored pencils, 
erasers, pencil sharpeners, rulers, glue sticks, paper, notebooks, 
composition notebooks, binders, folders, storage boxes and MORE!. 
Thanks to an overwhelming show of support for our young students 
through your generous donations, they will be able to begin the school 
year with all the tools they need to succeed.     
 

Volunteer / Student Recognition 
As the summer comes to an end, I’d like to recognize and give thanks to 
an energetic and eager group of teens who volunteered more than 20 
hours during their summer vacation to perform a variety of tasks in the 
food pantry.  They are Amy, Zach, Alex, Kenzie and Katie.  We thank 
them for their  service and wish them well in their studies. Our pantry is 
blessed with a great group of volunteers, from 9 to 39++ who make it 
possible throughout the year to serve our clients every Tuesday & 
Thursday.  I was reminded just how amazing our team is when I took an 
extended vacation this summer, missing two Tuesday and three 
Thursday pantry days, a Food Sense distribution and a Food Bank Order.  
Thanks to all the volunteers who take the time to help those in need week 
in and week out.  We couldn’t do what we do without the support of 
many. 
 

 
 

Pantry Blessings 
We received a check in the amount of $1,660 from the GM Kruzzers Car 
Club for their participation in the 2016 Syracuse Nationals Car Show.  A 
LOUD  “Shout Out” to pantry volunteer Terri Reardon & her husband, 
Ron, for securing the donation for our pantry through their support of the 
Nationals.   
Throughout the summer, we received donations of food, personal care, 
cleaning items, school supplies and monetary donations from our church 
family, the Twilight Stitchers, Don Harwood, members of Divine Mercy 
& Calvary Baptist churches, the Saddlecreek Neighborhood, the South 
Shore Rod & Gun Club, the Brewerton Library, the Zumba 4 Missions 
classes and others.   We are blessed to have the support of so many and 
thank you all for helping to make a difference in the lives of many.   
 
 
 
 

September Food Sense 
 

Important Information Re: Enhancements 
In an effort to provide clients with more food choices, the Food Bank has 
rolled out a new and improved Food Sense Menu beginning in 
September.  The monthly package now contains 7 proteins in larger 
quantities along with 3 canned and 2 fresh fruit/vegetable items.  The 
package cost is $20.50 (a $5 increase,) valued at approximately $40.  A 
Pantry Box has been added to the list of specials. 
 
The September Menu: 
 
Monthly Package – Price: $20.50 
 
  Chicken Breasts, 2.5#  Meatballs, 1# 
  Swai Fillets (white fish), 1# Italian Sausage, 1 # 
  Veal Patties, 12 oz.  Mozzarella Cheese, 8 oz. 
  Cheese Ravioli, 13 oz.  Rice w/ Vegetables, 11 oz. 
  Diced Tomatoes, 15 oz. Applesauce, 15 oz. 
  Fresh Produce – TBD  Fresh Produce – TBD 
 
 
 



 
September Specials 

 
#1- Stuffed Pork Chops:  2 # - Stuffed with apples & cranberries –  
 Price: $7.50 
#2- Meatloaf :  2# - Made from 100% ground beef – 
  Price: $7.00 
#3- Onion Rings – 2.5# - Ready to cook in either oven or fryer –  
 Price: $5.50 
#4- Pantry Box: 10# - Contains pancake mix, cereal, elbow pasta, 
spaghetti sauce, canned crushed tomatoes, apple juice, peanut butter, jelly 
& mandarin oranges.  
  Price:  $10.00. 
#5- Breaded Shrimp: 3# - Contains 16-20 shrimp per pound – 
  Price: $13.50 
#6- Macaroni & Beef: 5# - Family-sized Stouffers’ product – 
  Price: $9.00 
#7- Boneless Chicken Chunks: 10# - Chicken is fully cooked –  
 Price: $14.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Vacation Bible School-2016, 
“The Great Bibleland Dig: Exploring the Life of Jesus 

 
During the week of July 18th- Brewerton United Methodist Church was 
transformed into the “Great Bibleland Dig.” Twenty-six children from 
our Childcare Program and four from our church family attended the 3-
day program to explore the Life of Jesus.  As they explored, along with 
Professor Goodheart and his Camel friend, Malachi and archeologists in 
training, Jill and Jubba, they learned that Jesus is:  God’s gift to us, our 
friend, our teacher, our helper and our savior.  A skit each morning 
helped to bring the daily theme to life as the kids explored the world in 
Jesus’ time – more than 2,000 years ago.  The program featured lively 
music, awesome crafts, exciting & interactive Bible stories, creative 
snacks, fun games and an Archeological Dig site where the crews 
uncovered clues about Jesus’ life on earth and how they relate to our lives 
today.  The program was held on Monday, 7/18, Wednesday, 7/20 & 

Friday, 7/22 from 9:30 a.m. to Noon each day: 
Monday, July 18 - Theme:  God’s Gives us Jesus 
 “The Visit of the Wise Men,” based on Matthew 2:1-12 
     Bible Lesson:  God showed the Wise Men where to find baby Jesus. 
            Jesus is God’s gift to us all. 
      Featured Animal : Camel /Color: Yellow / Symbol: Gift 
      Scene:  Bethlehem  “House of Bread” / 
 The Nativity/Desert/Cave/Manger/Stable 
  Star/ Wise men & Shepherds 
Wednesday, July 20 – Theme:  Jesus is Our Friend 
  “The Story of Mary & Martha,” based on Luke 10:38-42 
Bible Lesson– Jesus shows us what it is to be a perfect friend- one who 
cares,  listens, understands and stands with us. 
 Featured Animal : Donkey /Color: Red / Symbol: Heart 
 Scene:  Bethany at Mary’s & Martha’s House / Dinner Party 
Friday, July 22 – Theme:  Jesus is Our Helper 
 “Jesus heals a man who was blind,” based on Luke 18:35-43 
     Bible Lesson – Jesus shows us that we can trust him to help in times of 
need. 
     Featured Animal : Sheep/ Color: Orange / Symbol: Hand 
 Scene:  Jericho – Village 

-  - Plus -    - 
Throughout the week, the children learned about a local not-for-profit 
organization that provides food and lodging for families who travel to 
Syracuse in search of medical help for their sick children.  The Ronald 

McDonald House Charities of Central New York.  sponsored a 



“Christmas in July” event to help fill their shelves with essential items 
for the families.  During the week, the children brought in their 
donations.  Together we filled two large gift boxes!  The items were 
donated to the Ronald McDonald House on July 27th.  The children 
learned how great it feels to help make life a little happier for the families 
of sick children.   
      During our final session together, the children had an opportunity to 
put the final touches on our VBS Banner and create a collage of photos to 
display for all to see.  We ended our time together with a special 
Celebration/Recognition Ceremony, where each of the three crews 
performed a song they learned for the group and our cast of characters 
provided a recap of the lessons learned.  Each child received a VBS 
Certificate and photo, was held in the sanctuary for families and friends 
to attend.  A “Tell the Good News Picnic,” was held under the big tent in 
the church yard.  It was a beautiful day to celebrate!! 
      I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the Child Care Staff and 
church volunteers for helping to make the week a special one for the 
children and for me!  God Bless you all for sharing your time, talents and 
energy with the children.   
 
Special Assistant:  Mona Burns 
Music Leaders:   Malissa Allen & Mona Burns 
Bible Story Leader:  Lois Groginski & Marion Lindsley   
Craft Leaders: Elaine Bisbee w/ Cathy Voorhees, Kelsey LaBlond 
& Amy Gardner 
Snack Leaders:  Miss Jessica & Kayla Ventura 
Pre-school Crew Leaders:  Crew A:  Miss Brianna (cc), Miss Lisa (cc),  
Miss Allysa (cc) & Amy Gardner 
School Age Crew Leaders: 
Crew B – Miss Amy (cc), Miss Rachel (cc) & Katie Calkins 
Crew C – Miss Amanda (cc) & Kenzie Hayes 
VBS Banner created by:  Sandy Glowacki and Elaine Bisbee, featuring the 
kids’ hand prints & autographs 
Child Care Director – Beth Chiasson 
Featuring the “Great Bibleland Dig” Cast: 
Professor Goodheart – Deb Lombard 
Malachi, the Camel – Kayla Ventura 
Jill, young Archeologist – Kelsey LaBlond 
Jubba, Archeologist in Training – Pastor Justin Hood 
     
Submitted by:  Deb Lombard, VBS Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


