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Introduction
Reading is an important part of the APUSH classroom. Getting students to read can be 
challenging. Getting students to understand and retain what they learn is even more 
challenging! The steps above are not new, but they are steps I emphasize in the classroom. 
If a student struggles to retain and understand content, review (sometimes repeatedly) 
these steps and explain their significance.

Pre-Read: Read the prompts/questions within this guide before you read the chapter. 

Skim: Flip through the chapter and note titles and subtitles. Look at images and  read  
captions. Get a feel for the content you are about to read.

Read/Analyze: Read the chapter. If you have your own copy of AMSCO, Highlight key 
events and people as you read. Remember, the goal is not  
to “fish” for a specific answer(s) to reading guide questions, but to 
consider  questions in order to critically understand what you read!

Write Write (do not type) your notes and analysis in the spaces provided. 
Complete it in INK!            



Reading Guides

Why Use Reading Guides?
-Hold students accountable 
for reading and preparing 
for class
-Reinforce note-taking skills
-Provide opportunities to 
process information and 
think critically about what 
they read
-Provide opportunities to 
practice essential skills

Each guide is written by Rebecca 
Richardson, and additional sources 
are cited within the guides. 



All reading guides are posted on FFAPUSH.com as PDFs and 

Word Documents. Partially completed guides are not posted.

Some guides have yet to be updated to match the most recent 

version of AMSCO. The word documents are there so teachers can 
adapt as needed to best fit their classroom and student needs. Feel 
free to use them and post them on your own sites.

Word Docs: http://www.ffapush.com/word-files.html

PDFs: http://www.ffapush.com/amsco-guides.html

http://www.ffapush.com/word-files.html
http://www.ffapush.com/amsco-guides.html




Column 1 – Main Ideas
Column 2 – Room for Notes
Column 3 – Analytical Questions
The majority of my reading guides use this format. The main ideas are pulled from the content outline, 
the amount of space for notes varies on section length and frequency of assessment, and analytical 
questions are geared to help student PROCESS what they have read. Many students skip column 3… 
there are various ways to encourage them to do this… work in groups… give them time in class to review 
and help each other fill in gaps… grade them… etc. 



Customize Guides 
to fit the needs of your students!

The chapter 21 guide is slightly different from the 
majority. If you customize a guide, consider what 
your kids typically do well and/or how you can model 
good note taking. On this page, I’ve provided notes 
on TR, because my students typically do well with 
him. My students typically don’t even know who 
Woodrow Wilson is… and often miss items in his 
administration. I also use highlighting to draw their 
attention to certain things such as Constitutional 
Amendments above. On the reading quiz… I as them 
to identify each one specifically.



Insert Skill Practice
Adding documents in the reading guides can provide students with additional practice! 

They can be great for in-class debriefing, too!

Ch. 3



Providing sample notes and/or analysis can help model notetaking 
and other skills for students who have yet to learn how to do this 
effectively. 

Partially 
completed 
guides are 
not posted 
on the 
website, 
since many 
teachers 
assign these.
This strategy 
is also good 
when 
teachers/stu
dents are 
concerned 
with time or 
overloading 
students.



Incentivizing Completion of Reading Guides

Students may avoid reading… preferring instead to peruse Quizlet sets, watch 
videos, or simply to “wing it.” Some strategies to encourage completion include, 
but are not limited to:

1. At the beginning of the class period following the reading assignment, quiz students. 
This holds them accountable for completing reading assignments. It is essential for 
success in APUSH that students read. There are strong correlations between students 
who thoughtfully complete reading guides and strong scores in class and on the AP exam.

2. Allowing students to use their reading guides on reading quizzes. Reading quizzes 
should not be directly linked to questions on the guide. The activity should prepare them 
for analyzing documents and history, not a time to search a guide for answers. If a 
student simply copies a guide from another student, it will not be very useful to them on 
the quiz especially if the quiz has a time limit.

3. Making each guide worth a grade or a part of their quiz grade. This can simply be a 
completion grade. For example for notes only = 70%. For notes plus analysis = up to 
100%. Or… provide a 10% boost to their quiz grade if their guide is completed.



Each year, student feedback on various strategies includes very positive comments 
about both AMSCO and the reading guides. 

Students who collaborate… and even “divide and conquer” still do better on quizzes 
and tests than those who do not do them (or who do not do them thoughtfully).
Students that read at a high level, retain information, and can analyze information 
without completing the guides should not be penalized (in my opinion), because for 
them the guides become busy work. In recent years, students who do not need the 
strategy totaled between 1% and 2% of students. 

Students who thoughtfully completed them and did not do well on quizzes and tests 
totaled between 2% and 3%. Interventions for these students included one-on-one 
tutoring and surveying/treating test-anxiety. Some students did better if they did not 
consult their reading guide during the quizzes… it only distracted them. Between 80% 
and 90% benefitted.

Additional Comments on Reading Guides



I’m often asked about my “typical day.” I teach 90 minute blocks every other day. My 
students sit in tables of 4, 5, or 6.

A typical day consists of:

1. Debrief the previous quiz (if applicable). Q & A, make corrections, discuss in groups. 
(5-10 minutes)

2. Take reading quiz over the latest reading assignment They are quizzed over the reading 
assignment BEFORE we discuss in class. This is my way of holding them accountable for 
the reading. They cannot succeed without reading, and I will not spoon feed info. … I 
focus more on processing and analyzing the information in class. (10-15 minutes) 

3. Mini-Lecture covering the main ideas and objectives of the reading. I focus on the meat 
from the content outline… brief story-telling type mini-lecture then move quickly into 
higher level collaborative analysis using the historical thinking skills. (5-20 minutes) 

4. Collaborative analysis (working in their groups) using the writing strategies/activities 
during these activities I roam group to group facilitating, coaching, providing feedback, 
and answering questions. Sometimes I go through the activity with the class. I have more 
activities than I have time in class to complete, so I assign some as optional enrichment.
(30-50 minutes)

5. Homework consists of reading a chapter in the book and sometimes additional 
supplements. They complete a reading guide and take an online CFU (Check For 
Understanding quizzes). (60-120 minutes)

For shorter periods, I recommend steps 1-3 on one day followed by 4-5 second day.



2020 Edition Preview

The newest edition organizing content in alignment with the College 
Board Course and Exam Description (CED). 
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap/pdf/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-
description.pdf

You can preview the newest edition of AMSCO at 
https://www.perfectionlearning.com/images/ebooks/ap-us-history-
sampler/index.html#p=23

The reading guide strategy will need to be updated in order to work smoothly with the 
newest edition. It works well with 2015-2018 editions with the exception of the last two 
chapters in recent editions, but those challenges are small. If you are going to use the 
most recent edition, rest assured I will be creating new guides as the book becomes 
available. I will post these on my website, FFAPUSH.com, as they are completed.
Instead of chapters, the text is organized by units that correspond to the historical periods. For unit 1… it is 
essentially what used to be chapter 1. For the subsequent units, I plan on creating larger packets so that students 
have the entire unit in one document. These can be broken up into smaller chunks, however.
The structure matches the CED. On the left you can see the breakdown from College Board, and on the right you can 
see how the new edition mirrors that framework.

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap/pdf/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf
https://www.perfectionlearning.com/images/ebooks/ap-us-history-sampler/index.html#p=23


2020 Edition Preview



Beginning each 
unit with 

contextualization 
is a great 

strategy. If you 
are using a book 

that doesn’t 
include this up 

front, remember 
your CED does!



I hope this helps you on 
your APUSH journey!


