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MONTGOMERY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WEDDING POLICY

We are pleased that Montgomery Presbyterian Church (MPC) can play a part in your special day.
Itis our wish to make this the joyful Christian experience it was meant to be. MPC believes a
wedding is a worship service in which we praise and thank God and ask the Lord to bless the
union of the couple. As a service of Christian worship, the wedding is under the direction of the
Minister and the supervision of the Session (the Board of Elders). And so, as noted throughout
this policy, all pieces to the wedding ceremony must abide by this affirmation.

Arrangements:
Arrangements for all weddings will be made through the Minister with the assistance of the

Church Representative. No formal weddings may be scheduled on holidays without special
approval of the Session. A reception may be held in the Fellowship Hall following the ceremony
for an additional fee. As part of the regular fee, rooms are provided for the bridal party to prepare
for the wedding.

Non-members are welcome to be married in our church, as schedules permit. All arrangements
must be cleared with the Minister and are subject to the same policies as member weddings.
All Communion services must be approved by the Session and must not be confined to the
wedding party.

Schedule of Expenses:
The fees included in the attached list are required to cover expenses for the use of the church.

Fees should be made payable to Montgomery Presbyterian Church, except where noted, and
given to the Church Representative at least 30 days prior to the wedding. The deposit is due at
reservation.

Ministers:

It is expected that the Minister of the Church will officiate at all weddings performed at MPC,
unless otherwise agreed upon by the Minister.

Anyone who desires to be married by the MPC Minister should ordinarily contact the Minister at
least two months prior to the date of the wedding. This will give the Minister the opportunity to
arrange scveral meetings with the couple for pre-marital counseling and service planning. Pre-
marital guidance is considered by the Session to be necessary for anyone planning a Christian
marriage. The Minister may refuse to perform the ceremonye.

Music

The Church musician will normally play for all church weddings. If another organist or musician
is desired, this should be cleared with our musician and Church Representative. The music to be
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performed should be decided upon with consultation from the musician. Since the wedding is a
service of worship, please keep in mind this quote from the Presbyterian Church (USA) Book of
Order: Such music as accompanies the ceremony should direct attention to God, who sanctifies
marriage, and special care should be taken that it is suitable and reverent. If desired, the
congregation may be invited to join in the singing of hymns at the beginning and conclusion of
the service. Secular music is discouraged.

Decorations

A great deal of thought was given to the beautification of the sanctuary. The symbolism of the
chancel speaks visibly of the truths of our Christian faith. Too much decoration is discouraged.
The Minister and Church Representative should be consulted when deciding on decorations.

No tacks, nails, or wires may be fastened to any part of the sanctuary furnishings, including pew
and floors. Pipe cleaners or rubber bands may be used to secure ribbons to the ends of pews. No
candles may be placed on the pews. An aisle runner may be used, provided it is fastened only
with tape. Decorations placed in windows must be removed without damage to the window.
The wedding party is responsible for making efforts to protect the carpet and furnishings from
wax drippings. No candles or flowers are to be placed on the instruments. The instruments may
not be moved. All decorations must be removed from the building immediately following the
services.

No confetti or rice may be thrown inside the building or on the church property. Birdseed or
bubbles are suggested to be used outside the building only.

Rehearsal

Every effort should be made to begin the rehearsal on time. The Church Representative will
be present for the entire rehearsal and will work with the Minister to ensure the wedding
party is prepared for the ceremony.

Please bring the Marriage license to the rehearsal to avoid doing so the next day. The Minister
will not have an official copy of the Marriage License to give you following the ceremony. You
may obtain a certified copy from the Probate Court.

Church Representative
MPC’s Church Representative works as a liaison between you and the church. They are there to

ensure your property needs and questions are met while also overseeing proper building usage.
The Church Representative is not responsible for planning the ceremony or contacting outside
professionals.

Non-Member Weddings

Unless the bride, groom, parent, or guardian is an active member of Montgomery Presbyterian
Church for six months prior to scheduling the wedding, the wedding is regarded as one of a non-
member. Non-member couples are encouraged to attend our worship service to better understand
our worship tradition.

Seating Capacity of the Church

The Sanctuary has a seating capacity of 150 people and a four foot center aisle. Our Fellowship
Hall, which has a kitchen, has tables and chairs to seat 100 persons banquet style or 150 persons
for a stand-up reception.
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Weddings During Advent, Christmas & Easter

The Sanctuary is decorated during the Advent and Easter seasons. These decorations may be
used, free of charge. Once these decorations are in place, they are not to be removed or
rearranged until after these seasons. Please discuss these arrangements with our Church
Representative so you will have an understanding of these special decorations.

Alcohol and Tobacco use
Alcohol or Tobacco use is not permitted anywhere in the building or on church grounds.

Damage Liability

The Session requests that the wedding party take normal precautions to protect our church
property and follow the above policies. Any damage to our property becomes the responsibility
of the wedding party, and the damage deposit will not be refunded. Any damage repairs that cost
more than the deposit will be the responsibility, jointly and severally, of the Bride and Groom.
Please contact your Church Representative with any questions. We want to help your wedding
be a spiritually significant experience.

I/We have read and understood all provisions of this Agreement for Wedding Services and
will abide by them. I/'We likewise accept the responsibility, jointly and severally, for repair
or replacement regarding any damage which may occur during my use of the building
(subject to church approval), furnishings and/or landscaping.

Signatures:

Responsible Party: Date:
Bride: Date:
Groom: Date:
For MPC: Date:

Please sign and return this page to the church with Your deposit no less than 60 days prior to
the wedding date
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