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”Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in healthcare is the most shocking and
inhumane.” Martin Luther King jr.

Dr. Shurita
Thomas-Tate Sworn
in on School Board
Dr. Shurita Thomas-Tate was
sworn in for a three year term
on the Springfield School
Board April 14, 2020. Shurita
vowed to advocate for
Springfield students and
families who feel marginalized.
She thinks that more can be
done by the system, which is
the largest in the state, to
reduce stubborn achievement

gaps between different races.
Shurita is an Associate
Professor at Missouri State, an
expert in literacy and a speech
pathologist by training.
Although community
members have reached out
and warned Shurita not to rock
the boat, she plans to push for
change in a professional
manner.

Dr. Chiazo Amene,
Neurosurgeon
Please tell us about your background. I was born and raised in
South Central Nigeria in a town called Enugu. Our primary
language in Nigeria is English and there are 200 other
languages as well. The other
language I speak is Igbo. My dad
is a doctor (now retired) and my
mom is a pharmacist. My
immediate family is all in the
U.S. and while we are a close
family, we are spread out in
terms of geography. I am the 2nd
of 5 children (4 girls,1 boy). We
lost my immediate younger sister
in a car accident in Nigeria in
2011.
At age 17 (after I graduated
from high school) I moved to
Michigan and lived with extended family. As we all moved to
the US we began working towards getting green cards.
Getting a green card is a long and complicated process that
took 15 years.
When did you realize you wanted to be a doctor? I would go
with my dad when I was 8 or 9 years old to the hospital and
I loved what he did as an Internist. He was able to help
people who were in very diﬃcult times. Although I didn’t
decide then to be a brain surgeon, I knew I wanted to be a
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Homeless Outreach at
“The Connecting
Grounds”

In the picture above, Pastor
Christie Love (middle) and
another volunteer, Katrin, are
handing out sack lunches to a
homeless man one evening two
weeks ago. Due to social
distancing, cold weather shelters
had closed in order to comply
with the city and county
COVID-19 regulations. Christie
determined leaving the homeless
without shelter on freezing nights
was unacceptable and cobbled
together churches willing to
provide shelter, other churches
with vans willing to transport and
volunteers to supervise
overnight. She was able to
accomplish this feat despite
resistance from authorities that
culminated with citations from
the Fire Marshall. Meeting the
needs of homeless people is
messy on a normal day, Christie
accomplishes this daily, living her
Christian values, showing us
instead of preaching.
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doctor. After moving to Michigan, I went to undergrad
school in Arizona and studied biology as a major and
astronomy as a minor. I then went to medical school in
Arizona where I really enjoyed the neurosciences. I had also
figured out that I wanted to practice procedural medicine
and did my residency at the University of California, San
Diego, in Neurosurgery. Following my residency, I did a
fellowship at Louisiana State University in Shreveport. After
finishing there I came to Springfield and have been here 5.5
years. I am passionate about surgery on brain tumors and
the diﬀerence I can make in people’s lives.
What barriers have you had to overcome? When people say
to me, “It’s not rocket science” or “it’s not brain surgery”,
those statements make me want to do those things they
imagine to be impossible. Being taken seriously in the very
male dominated field of neurosurgery has been challenging.
I think I have accomplished that, through hard work and
not taking ‘no’ for an answer. But also through maintaining a
compassionate touch with my patients through, for most of
them, possibly the most diﬃcult time of their lives.
What are your hobbies? My hobbies include traveling,
reading and hanging with my German Shepherd, Ozzie. I
am also an avid sports fan.
Have you ever faced any racism here? I have been blessed in
that, although I’ve had to overcome hardships from being
an immigrant, I have never encountered overt racism.
While Springfield is not necessarily a culturally diverse
place, the medical community, which is essentially my family
here, is quite diverse.
Where do you see yourself in ten years? I really love what I do,
I have a passion for the work. I suppose I would like to see
more growth in Mercy. We need to hire and keep more
nurses and scrub techs. After they get training and
experience they tend to move on. I would also like to see us
have 15-20 neurosurgeons in the region.
Do you have any guidance for youth? I’m not sure you can
find anything more fulfilling than medicine. You can help
people in their most vulnerable times and change their lives
for good
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Health Committee Interview with Shane Schoeller Greene
County Clerk on Voting, Voter safety and Election Safety
Thanks for sitting for this interview. What eﬀorts are being made at the County Clerk level to increase voter
turnout? The first duty of the County Clerk is to administer elections. We notify the press and
the parties of needed information. We have a Facebook page
and Twitter account that people can follow and get the latest
information. We find turnout is primarily driven by issues. Some
elections or issues bring more people out. On some elections we
have conducted through mail-in ballots and may have only 15%
returned. Many people underestimate the value of their own
voice saying,”my vote doesn’t matter”. Talking to friends and
neighbors has power; two recent elections were tied, a single
vote would have decided the election. Elections can be settled
with a runoﬀ or the flip of a coin. Your voice does matter, vote.
In addition to elections, we are responsible for tax administration (and challenges to
assessments), the archives department and other responsibilities with the County Commission.
What kind of a budget do you have to work with? We have one election coordinator, a voter
registration team of 4 of which one is the coordinator. Each election has an estimated cost. The
March election cost $265,537.21. The August election is estimated to cost $297,300 and the
November election $336,849. Some elections, like the rescheduled election will be paid for by the
local entities holding an election, which is estimated to cost $98, 253.
Given that Greene County had a population of 288,072 in 2015, how many of these are registered voters? We
have about 190,000 registered voters but only 160,000 of those are considered “active voters”.
“Inactive voters” are registered, but the address on the registration doesn’t match their current
address. In the November 2016 election we had 8,000 address updates meaning those people
moved without notifying our oﬃce.
How many polling stations are there in Greene County? We have 80 polling stations plus 5 voting
centers where any registered Greene County voter can vote. The voting centers are at the MSU
Welcome Center, Cox, Mercy, the Greene County Courthouse and the City Utilities Bus Transit
Center. The transit center allows people who cannot get to their regular polling station to ride
the bus to the transit center to cast their vote and the return home.
What do people do when they do not have a regular address? We have missionaries who use the
Assemblies of God headquarters as their address so they can vote. Homeless people can use the
last place they stayed (if they get mail there), the Salvation Army, Rare Breed, Victory Mission, or
churches have served as addresses.
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Can you characterize the diﬃculties you have conducting elections? We get a 10 week administrative
notice in which we have to do ballot preparation, make and proof the ballots (the County now
has the ability to print ballots the day of the election if we have to for some reason), we have to
check that the coding system works to record the votes correctly. Bipartisan teams come in and
test the ballots and tabulator. When we prepare for an election we are really hosting as many as
80 meetings and we strive to have each voter have the same experience although they may
diﬀerent issues or candidates based on where they live. Getting enough election judges is always
a problem.
Do you expect changes in voter behavior? Yes, people may be reluctant to put themselves at risk so we
are providing gloves, sanitizer, encouraging people to bring their own pens/masks/cleaning
materials. We (a bipartisan group of County Clerks) are working with the legislature to clarify the
rules around absentee voting given we are in the midst of a declared emergency. We would like to
open up the central voting locations (MSU, Cox, Mercy, the Courthouse and the CU transit
center) a few days early to keep people from standing in lines and also maybe have drop boxes at
the courthouse and libraries.
What is the County doing to help the elderly, black and otherwise marginalized citizens be able to
participate? All the central polling locations are ADA accessible. People who are permanently
disabled can apply for the permanent absentee program. An NAACP member is a deputy
registrar so she can register people at NAACP events.
Has a Greene County voter ever been convicted of voter fraud? Yes, there has been a single case. In the
April 2015 election with the LGBTQ issue also known as SOGI, on the city ballot we had a voter
who lived in the county vote and then present a change-of-address to a polling place in the city in
order to vote again. So yes, one case.
How secure (relatively) are the voting machines? Voting security if very important to me. There is no
WiFi connectivity on the machines. We go through a pre-testing procedure, passwords are
changed every election, the machines must be shut down properly or the data is lost in which
case the ballots have to fed through again. After the election is over a post-audit is done ( no less
than 5 precincts are counted by hand). When not in use the equipment is kept under lock and
key and video surveillance 24 hours a day. We are headed for a more sophisticated audit system
that necessitates paper ballots to go back and count by hand.
Are you aware of any Russian eﬀorts to undermine our elections in Greene County? Not here but there
were eﬀorts in Cook County Illinois to tamper with voter registration and there were some
unique problems in Durham North Carolina. We work with a national elections group that
watches for irregular activities and reports back in real time.
Thank you for your time today, this has been illuminating. Twitter handle: @GreeneCountyMO
Website: greenecountymo.gov
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