
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Worship
Sunday, September 6, 2020 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost

https://vimeo.com/455025976

Prelude - Day of Arising setting by James Biery

GATHERING

Gathering Hymn - Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven 864

We gather in the name of the Father a and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Let us confess our sin.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

THIS IS THE FEAST

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
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Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
Alleluia.

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Let us pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we
mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life
and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading – Ezekiel 33:7-11
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s
warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with
the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely
die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their
iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their
ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have
saved your life.
  10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins
weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live,
says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their
ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Psalm 119:33-40
Refrain

Refrain
 33Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes, and I shall keep it | to the end.
 34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; I shall keep it with | all my heart.
 35Lead me in the path of | your commandments, for that is | my desire.
 36Incline my heart to | your decrees and not to | unjust gain.  Refrain
 37Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; give me life | in your way.
 38Fulfill your promise | to your servant, which is for | those who fear you.

2



 39Turn away the reproach | that I dread, because your judg- | ments are good.
 40Behold, I long for | your commandments; by your righteousness en- | liven me.  Refrain

Second Reading - Romans 13:8-14
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes
make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in
store for us.
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.
9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You
shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the
day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should
go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the
fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if
you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by
the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church;
and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered
in my name, I am there among them.”

Sermon
 

Hymn of the Day - Day of Arising 374

Installation of Vicar Judy Goans

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
A brief silence.
Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the cooperative
work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the
Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our care.
Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and cooperation,
teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police
toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those yearning for
forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable
in body, mind, or spirit, especially, Audrey, Barbara, Jan, Johanna, Tony, Charlie, JoAnn, Leon, Judy,
Janet, Carol, Joyce, Barbara, Ida, Debbie, Larry, Blanche, Leslie, Jim, Bob, Ellie, Kaaren, Leigh, Bob,
Sue, Phyllis, Janet, and all those we name now in our hearts or on our lips. Lord in your mercy.  
hear our prayer.
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure fair
treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip us with
your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
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Great Thanksgiving
Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of powe’r and might; Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.   
Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Come to the banquet for all is ready.

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Communion will be available in the church parking lot Sunday, from 10 to 11 am.

Please do not leave your car. We will come to you and deliver a wafer and wine or grape
juice. It will be served to you in a foam bowl. Please take the elements and distribute among
those in your vehicle and then dispose of the cups and bowl when you get home.

Prayer after Communion
God of the welcome table,
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all,
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn - Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 836

Postlude - Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee setting by Michael Burkhardt

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27001. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under OneLicense.net ##A-721914.
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The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of loved ones by the Foreman
Family.

Prayer of the Church (Members):  Audrey Pearson, Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Johanna
Nikitscher, Tony Perrotte, Charlie Bock, JoAnn and Leon Bowman, Judy Schlegel, Janet Ravert, Carol
Sackett,  Joyce Veazey, Barbara Anderson, Ida Elliott, Debbie Fullbright, Larry Jenkins, Blanche
Bragg, Leslie Johnson, Jim Klausman, Bob and Ellie DeVries, Kaaren Johanson, Leigh Stock, Bob
Lewis, Sue Dahl, Phyllis Jenkins, Janet Seiz

Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time - 
email staff, or call the office.

Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews [Tony’s mother], Robert Meissner [Tony’s uncle],
and Dian and Gina Piazza [friends] (by Tony and Penni Perrotte); Byron Franzen (brother of David
Franzen), Laura and Mike Smith (sister and her husband by Carol Sackett), Laura Williams (friend of
Amanda Anderson), Bill Lopatta (uncle of Amanda Anderson), Jane L (friend of Robin Winfree), JoAnn
Sackett (daughter-in-law of Carol Sackett), Tim and Sue Williams (friends of the Foremans), Phillip
Idom & Warner Ettinger (friends of the Perrotte’s), Pamela Kildahl (sister of Wendy Waugh), Sara
Russell (sister of Anna Snyder), Susan Freeman, her husband Don and daughter Emma (by Joan
Pepper), Sayge Lindsay (grandson of Alta Lindsay), Cary Grant (friend of Greg and Jeanna Hudgins),
Lydia Taylor (cousin of Bee Ellertson), Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy Anderson), Donore Lantz
(friend of Judy Schlegel), MJ Chevalier (sister of Marcy Brown), Roketta Hudgins (mother of Greg
Hudgins), Gary Reed (friend of Robin Winfree), Sally Midyette (mother of Kathy Anderson),  Jacki and
Steven and daughters (friends of Joan Pepper), Zach Maier (cousin of Kathy Anderson), Lois Horn
(friend of Penni Perrotte), Brady Laubert (grandson of Pam and Steve Taylor), Staci Dominick
(daughter-in-law of Ted and Diana Dominick), Leonard Anderson, (family friend of Ted and Diana
Dominick), Marti Casalino (friend of Marcia Redman), David Deardorff (cousin of Marlene Coulter),
Virginia Hinshaw (great-grandmother of Kayden and Hunter Hinshaw), Karen Boone (relative of Robin
Winfree), Michelle Meadors, Paul and Lora Kindem and new daughter Sally Jane (by Bill and Barbara
Dahl), Tony Blackwell (cousin of Pat Casper), Gad Kainer, Peggy Stevens (by John and Linda
Foreman), Nancy Randle (niece of Ann and Larry Grovenstein), Adam Craig (nephew of Pat Casper),
Eric Tabert (nephew of Deb Tabert), Libby Bukiewicz (mother-in-law of Julia Dahl), Twila Dahl (sister-
in-law of Bill Dahl and Martha Dahl, Dean Greg Jones of Duke Divinity

“Light a Candle” -- Candles are lit for prayer intentions. To "light a candle for someone" indicates
one's intention to say a prayer for another person, and the candle symbolizes that prayer.  The
practice of lighting candles is an important tradition in Christian churches, communities and families.
Its origins may be traced back in the Old Testament times where an oil lamp is lighted to "keep a
flame burning perpetually" (Exodus 27:19-20), as "perpetual incense before the Lord from generation
to generation" (Exodus 30:7-8) and as a "lamp stand in the Tent of Meeting ... set up before the Lord
as He has commanded Moses" (Exodus 40:24-25).  In today's Christian tradition, this light has a very
special place because it symbolizes Christ who said, "I am the Light of the world; the one who follows
me will not walk in darkness, but will have light and life" (John 8:12).  The candle screen and
votive candles are in the Narthex of the church, along with wood tapers to light them with.
You are welcome to come, light a candle, and pray. If you come after hours or when no staff is in the
building, please put out the candle before you leave. Staff will check during the daytimes when they
are there to make sure all are put out.

Pour a cup of tea or coffee and join the Pastor and Vicar for Coffee Hour on Mondays on
Zoom from 10-11. We are looking forward to seeing you, chatting, and catching up. Here is the info:
Topic: Coffee Hour with the Pastor and Vicar
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Time: 10:00-11:00 am on Mondays
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/91351103753?pwd=WVVCRlgrSUhhLzJWN3pPYnlyL25LZz09
Meeting ID: 913 5110 3753  
Password: 292680

Scott Anderson is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom Bible Study on Thursday mornings. 
Topic: Bible Study - Acts – You may download the lessons ahead of time by going to the home
page of our website (stpaulsdurham.org)
Time: 10:30 am on Thursdays
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/946532621?pwd=UTJqYjV0V3laMmpROStMdGRvTGFhUT09  
Meeting ID: 946 532 621
Password: 402561

Happy September! The Congregation Council and Stewardship Committee invite you to a cottage
meeting in the coming weeks. This will be an opportunity to socialize, get updates about our
finances, discuss the significance of the vicar program, and consider your stewardship of time and
talents. Bring your questions and suggestions, too!  Please sign up for a meeting here:
https://forms.gle/JvUSg3RzHcXqRN2n8

St. Paul’s Preschool & PMO is delighted to announce our reopening for the 2020-2021
school year! Our first day of preschool begins Tuesday, September 8 and we will offer preschool
classes for children 10 months through 4 years old. We will begin with reduced class sizes and expect
to add a few more families this fall, and throughout the school year as families are ready to send
their child back to preschool. The preschool board and staff have worked hard throughout the
summer to make plans to reopen safely. We are making a big shift to outdoor classrooms for most of
our preschool day, wearing masks, washing hands more frequently, and keeping our classes of
children separate from each other. We ask for your prayers as we embark on a unique preschool
school year. We have a committed staff who is excited to return to the classroom, outside, and teach
young children. ALSO: It's that time of year to re-link your VIC Card. Please consider linking your VIC
Card to the preschool so that we may receive a percentage of your sales from Harris Teeter. Our
numbers 3049 and can be linked at any Harris Teeter or online. Friends and family may link too to
support the preschool!

Devotions
Now that we are in September and Christina Nesslage is getting very busy with Duke studies, we are
turning the devotions editing over to Vicar Judy Goans. You can sign up to write devotions (which are
published Monday-Friday), https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044eabad28a3fd0-daily .  Email
your devotions to Vicar Judy (vicar@stpaulsdurham.org) at least two days before your devotion date.
If you have any questions, please contact Vicar Judy.

Want to assist with the worship recording? You can sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-assisting  to be assisting minister. They
record on Wednesday afternoons. For more information, you are welcome to contact Pastor Scott or
Vicar Judy.

Can you help direct traffic on Sundays for Holy Communion? We need two people: one at the
Cornwallis Road entrance and one at the Pickett Road entrance. Go to Sign up Genius to pick a date.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044eabad28a3fd0-drive 
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The City and County of Durham need your help. The September 30th deadline to complete the
2020 Census is fast approaching.  COVID-19 has presented numerous challenges for all of us and has
especially affected outreach to Durham residents about the Census. As a consequence, Durham is
behind. That means we risk losing millions of federal dollars that we need to support so many vital
programs and services right here in Durham such as school lunches, Head Start, Medicaid, highways,
medical centers, Pell grants, food stamps, and much more. You can complete the form online at
my2020census.gov or by dialing 1-844-330-2020. The census is safe, secure and confidential and
only takes 10 minutes to complete. Everyone counts!  

St. Paul's has a new Facebook group to allow us to communicate with each other as you feel
inspired. Vicar Judy will be posting a question for discussion each week. However, please feel free to
post on other topics as well. If you think this might be interesting or helpful, please join the group.
The name of the group is St. Paul's ELCA - Durham, NC, and the link is
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2364775460484568. Right now, this group is open, so anyone
can read messages on the group page. If we get "trolled" we may need to make the group private.  

Make sure you are registered to vote! New voter? Moved? Removed from Voter Roll? visit
youcanvote.org/register to confirm, update or register. 
3 ways to vote:
1. Early Voting: vote at any early voting site in your county
2. Election Day: You must vote at your assigned polling place
3. By Mail: Request an absentee ballot – go to youcanvote.org/voter-guide
Early Voting: October 15-31 - Find an early voting site: youcanvote.org/voting
Election Day: November 3 - vote at your assigned polling place from 6:30 am-7:30 pm. Find your
assigned polling place at youcanvote.org/lookup

VOTER EDUCATION PROGRAM: GENERAL ELECTION, 2020
Thursday, Sep. 17, 1:00 p.m.
Virtual program
Join representatives from the League of Women Voters of Orange, Durham, and Chatham Counties to
answer your questions about voting. The League of Women Voters is a 100-year-old nonpartisan
political organization that encourages people to become informed and actively participate in
government. Presentation will include questions about who can vote, challenges to voting due to
COVID, and more.
Register here: https://events.durhamcountylibrary.org/event/4555948
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