

Commander’s Stuff
By Mike Winner
(708) 829-0069

Gonakadet@att.net

Fellow Veterans,

   Spring is here, just don’t mind the cold or the snow we are forecast to enjoy.  

At our last meeting in March, we learned that the Grand Marshall for our Memorial Day Parade will be our own Chuck Bosko.  There are few members that do more than you for our own Post and for the whole VA community at large. You are an inspiration and a worthy example of our VFW membership. Congratulations, Chuck!  

   At our last meeting, we also nominated members for our Post election in April.  Please attend our upcoming meeting to make your voices heard. This looks to be an un-brokered convention.  Riots will not follow.

   Sadly, we have lost another Comrade, Smith Jr., Harrison. Please make plans to attend our final salute to his service at 1 p.m. Saturday, April 16, at the All Saints Episcopal Church, 4370 Woodland Ave. in Western Springs.

   Additionally, our favorite Marine, Carol Anne, will be moving into a home without stairs. She may need our help moving all of her Marine Corps manuals 
and war-fighting tools to her new home.   So, if I get the call, expect a few phone calls requesting additional help. Thank You!

   He’s not a Marine, but he was one of our Past Commanders, Drew Dillon.  He is having a Change of Command Ceremony on May 15th at Fort Sheridan. All are welcome to attend. Call me for more details if interested in car-pooling.

   Keep the faith and continue to better the lives of our fellow Comrades and families. It is a pleasure to serve such an honorable contingent of local Veterans.

 

Semper Fidelis,

Mike Winner

Officers Elections Coming Up
By Walt Bergenthal

(708) 246-4858

Statement of funds as of 3/9/16:

Post General Fund

$12,958.75
Post Relief Fund

    1,577.18
Post Dues Reserve

         81.13
TOTAL:


$14,617.06
   Our sympathy to the family of Life Member John Mayo, who passed away. John was a 1st BN, 35th INF Vietnam Army PFC earning a Purple Heart, Vietnam Campaign Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Basic Missileman Badge and Marksman Medal. 

   Adjutant Bruce Harken is our member of the month. Life Member Bruce was the sixth person to join our Post having served in Vietnam as a Marine Cpl. Basic Aviation Opman. Besides handling the arduous chores of Adjutant for the Post, Bruce is on the Parade Committee and heads the Voice of Democracy, Patriot Pen and Teacher of the Year programs. He is one of our monthly bingo volunteers in the Spinal Injury Ward and is also a regular driver at Hines Hospital picking up veterans at their home who have no transportation and returning home after their medical appointment. It is nothing for him to rack up several hundred miles a day for this service. 

   During our March 8 meeting, we entertained nominations for the various offices for the new term effective July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017.
   A tentative slate is as follows: 

Commander

Joe Barker
Sr. Vice-Commander
Rich Jesswein
Jr. Vice-Commander
Jim Boland
Quartermaster

Walt Bergenthal 

Chaplain
 
Bob Geaschel

Trustees

2015-17

*Pete Zika

2016-18

*Bill Nawrot

2017-2019

Mike Winner

*Already in office

During our April 12 meeting elections will be held.

   Our condolences to the family of Edward Costigan, who passed away in Las Vegas. Ed was a Marine Cpl. who served in Japan and Korea from January 1951 to June 1951 earning the Korean Service Medal. 

   Another sad note … our sympathy to the family of Life Member Harrison Smith, who passed away at Hines Hospital on Feb. 27. Smitty served in Korea as a Cpl with the 25th INF Division earning a Purple Heart, Silver Star, Korean Service Medal, Good Conduct Medal and Combat INF Badge. He was a Past Trustee for our Post, a regular bingo player at Hines Spinal Injury Ward and Poppy Day participant. 

   Mark your calendar. Smitty will be waked Saturday, April 16, at All Saints Episcopal Church, 4370 Woodland Ave., Western Springs. We will step off at 1 p.m. doing our VFW last salute. Let’s have a good attendance. Wear your VFW cap!
Why Some Were Never Listed as POWs
By Carol Anne O’Donnell

(708) 246-1204
The following information is taken from chapter 16 of “Soldiers of Misfortune” by Sanders, Sauter and Kirkwood, and deals with one reason some POWs were not classified as such:

INCONVENIENT SURVIVORS

   “But they weren’t dead. They were shot down after the United States and Vietnam signed the Paris Peace Accords and under that agreement theirs was an illegal flight. They were scratched from the list because they were an inconvenience that would have complicated Henry Kissinger’s life. But they weren’t dead. Most likely, they were going to the Soviet Union. 
   Given their actions in every previous conflict since 1945, there seemed little doubt the Soviets would abduct American POWs during Vietnam. By the end of the war, the Soviet Union had invested $3 billion in weapons and 3,000 troops, of whom 13 died, in the Vietnam War. And they wanted a return on their money. As Mooney (NSA staffer) realized, ‘the Soviets are willing to spend millions of dollars in bribery; they’ll use sex, they’ll use drugs, they’ll use anything they can to get high-tech information.’ Over the skies of Vietnam were intelligence assets, ‘high-tech pilots who came down in parachutes just like manna from Lenin and fell into the hands of the allies of the Soviet Union.’ 
   To think that the Soviets would ‘not take advantage of that situation, a freebie, no expenditure of funds, no black-mail, no espionage, is absolutely ludicrous,’ Mooney believes. The analysts involved in tracking the POWs knew from the principle EEI (essential elements of information) that our men would be taken advantage of, would be interrogated and taken on [to the U.S.S.R.] if proved fruitful. 

Once we knew that, we used our manpower to prove it and we did.” 

Please remember our POW/MIAs and their families in your prayers. 

WE WILL NOT FORGET YOU
3 Food Idioms and What They Mean
A universal preoccupation with food is apparent in the many idioms based on it. Here are a few: 

1. Apples and oranges: Two things inherently different or incompatible. 
   For example: "To compare 'The Chronicles of Narnia' to the 'Twilight' series is to compare apples to oranges." 
2. Bad apple: A negative or corrupting influence on others; a troublesome or despicable person. 
   For example: "One official of a national motorcycle organization argued that a few bad apples shouldn't be allowed to ruin all motorcyclists' reputations." 
3. Bring home the bacon: To bring home the prize or achieve success. 
   In America, "to bring home the bacon” means "to earn the living for a household." 
   The expression probably originated from the custom/legend of the Dunmow Flitch. A "flitch of bacon" is a side of bacon that's salted and cured. Married visitors to the town of Dunmow in Essex who knelt on two sharp stones and could swear that during the past 12 months they'd never quarreled with their spouse or wished themselves unmarried could claim a free flitch of bacon. 
   Another possibility is that the expression derives from greased pig contests at county fairs. The contestant who succeeded in catching the pig "brought home the bacon." 
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Save the Dates





April 12th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church


April 14th – Hospital Visit


April 15th – Deadline for May newsletter


May 10th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church

















