CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1314 N. Michigan Street
Plymouth IN 46563
574-936-2903

Pastor Eric Ahlemeyer

Palm Sunday – April 5, 2020
Sunday of the Passion
As we gather …… Zechariah 9:9 – “Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” No king ever
rode to war like this. But no king had ever come to wage battle by dying. In His Passion, our
Lord Jesus gives everything He has and is; He does this to bring us from death to life and to
make us His own people.

Service of Prayer & Preaching
THE HYMN – #441 Ride On, Ride On In Majesty
1 Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry.
O Savior meek, pursue Thy road,
With palms and scattered garments strowed.
2

Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die.
O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin
O’er captive death and conquered sin.

3

Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The angel armies of the sky
Look down with sad and wond’ring eyes
To see the_approaching sacrifice.

4

Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh.
The Father on His sapphire throne
Awaits His own anointed Son.

5

Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die.
Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain,
Then take, O God, Thy pow’r and reign.

THE PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION
THE GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.
P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: Hosanna to the Son of David.

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to
greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever
hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting
and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen.
THE GOSPEL and RESPONSE
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
P: Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives,
then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to
me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will
send them at once.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,
“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted
on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” The disciples went and did as
Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their
cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds that went
before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered
Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said,
“This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: Hosanna in the highest.
THE HYMN – #443 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
1 Hosanna, loud hosanna,
The little children sang;
Through pillared court and temple
The lovely anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them,
Close folded to His breast,
The children sang their praises,
The simplest and the best.

2

From Olivet they followed
Mid an exultant crowd,
The victor palm branch waving
And chanting clear and loud.
The Lord of earth and heaven
Rode on in lowly state
Nor scorned that little children
Should on His bidding wait.

3

“Hosanna in the highest!”
That ancient song we sing;
For Christ is our Redeemer,
The Lord of heav’n our King.
Oh, may we ever praise Him
With heart and life and voice
And in His blissful presence
Eternally rejoice!

OPENING VESICLES
P: This is the day which the Lord has made;
C: let us rejoice and be glad in it.
P: From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised.
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
Christ was wounded for our transgressions.
He was bruised for our iniquities.

THE OLD TESTAMENT – Zechariah 9:9–12
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your
king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war
horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the
nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for
you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from
the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will
restore to you double.
THE EPISTLE – Philippians 2:5–11
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing,
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human

form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.
THE PASSION READING – Matthew 27:27–54
Jesus Is Mocked
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they
gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on
him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his
right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And
they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked
him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify
him.
The Crucifixion
As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to
carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a
Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not
drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting
lots. Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And over his head they put the
charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers
were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. And those who passed by
derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and
rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”
So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others;
he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and
we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he
said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in
the same way.
The Death of Jesus
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about
the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it,
said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it
with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let
us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice
and yielded up his spirit. And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to
bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs
after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion
and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took
place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

THE RESPONSORY
P: We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.
C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
P: Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away.
C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
P: We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.
C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
THE HYMN OF THE DAY – #442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor
Refrain All glory, laud, and honor
To You, Redeemer, King,
To whom the lips of children
Made sweet hosannas ring.
1

You are the King of Israel
And David’s royal Son,
Now in the Lord’s name coming,
Our King and Blessèd One. Refrain

2

The company of angels
Is praising You on high,
And we with all creation
In chorus make reply. Refrain

3

The multitude of pilgrims
With palms before You went;
Our praise and prayer and anthems
Before You we present. Refrain

4

To You before Your passion
They sang their hymns of praise;
To You, now high exalted,
Our melody we raise. Refrain

5

As You received their praises,
Accept the prayers we bring,
O Source of ev’ry blessing,
Our good and gracious King. Refrain

SERMON –

“In Like a Lion, Out Like a Lamb”

Rev. Eric Ahlemeyer

THE PRAYER
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind,
let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us
all, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who
travel, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned,
and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the sick and dying (especially …) and for all those who care for them, let us pray
to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
THE COLLECT FOR THE WORD
P: Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant
that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience
and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope
of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER
C: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please
You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
Amen.
THE BLESSING
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and
preserve you.
C: Amen.
THE CLOSING HYMN – #525 Crown Him with Many Crowns
1 Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns
All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
Of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless king
Through all eternity.
2

Crown Him the virgin’s Son,
The God incarnate born,
Whose arm those crimson trophies won
Which now His brow adorn:
Fruit of the mystic rose,
Yet of that rose the stem,

The root whence mercy ever flows,
The babe of Bethlehem.
3

Crown Him the Lord of love.
Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above,
In beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky
Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes
At mysteries so bright.

4

Crown Him the Lord of life,
Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife
For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing,
Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die.

5

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n,
Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n
The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns
As thrones before Him fall;
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns,
For He is king of all.

PLEASE CONTINUE TO LIFT UP IN PRAYER
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