From Research done and reported by Vik Chhabra, Estero Florida
Our own Florida government through the FWC (Fish and Wildlife Conservation) is spraying poison in all
our lakes, rivers, canals and even lake Okeechobee in an effort to kill an invasive aquatic plant called
hydrilla. Hundreds of permitted contractors are all over the state, still spraying poison into our
aquifers,(90% of Floridians water source) Monday thru Friday, 40 hours a week for the last 40 years. The
active ingredient is Glyphosate! Yes, the same active ingredient that recently the Company Monsanto lost
a court case and paid nearly 300 million to settle it because it causes cancer.
From the FWC website, 714,000 gallons of glyphosate and other
herbicides were sprayed in just 2015 alone.
Here is a professor Professor James Douglas's perspective on how this is affecting our red tide. "There
are two main ways that I think excessive spraying of herbicides could contribute to our toxic algae
blooms: One is the simple fact that when plants die and decompose, that releases nutrients and nutrients
fuel the growth of the algae. The other way that herbicides may contribute to these algae blooms is that
the herbicide itself, the chemical when it breaks down, it breaks down into forms of phosphates that are
actually a nutrient that fuels the growth of algae."
In addition to that, if this hydrilla plant as well as the others that are being killed were alive, they would be
removing nutrients every single day!
Here is another scientist that speaking about this issue as well. Dr. Geoffrey Norris states: "Glyphosate is
of particular concern, since it has been used heavily in the agriculture areas around Lake Okeeechobee
and upstream in the Kissimmee River watershed for at least 25 years. Glyphosate provides a source of
phosphorous for blue green algae and recent research shows that it enhances the growth of blue-green
bacteria and actually become tolerant and absorb glyphosate directly." He further states: "Because bluegreen algae can make their own supply of nitrogen, they only need other important elements to survive
and one of those is phosphorus.

