COURT DECISION:

By now some of you may have heard that the court did not grant a preliminary injunction and therefore National can move forward with their plans on Modernization. Per our attorney, the ruling was only on our request for an injunction, and injunctions are rarely granted. They did not rule on our complaint/lawsuit, and it can move forward despite Monday’s judgment. The injunction was our effort to stop any immediate changes before implementation; however, changes can still be reversed if the court rules in our favor on the complaint, in the future. The judgment on the preliminary injunction was NOT a finding of fact on the overall case.

Thank you to all who are staying tuned to this process and working with us in various ways to support efforts to maintain our democratic structures.  While National tries to frame the issue as “a small but vocal group within our membership [that] wants to stop efforts to make our Association more effective, fiscally sound, and member responsive” we are confident that our communication to you of what we are actually wanting and trying to accomplish can be seen.

As some of you may have noticed National has already started to implement recent bylaws changes. The Coalition has learned that there were less than 10 comments by the over 130,000 members about these proposed amendments and considering how this has been a hot issue for hundreds of members the lack of responses was more likely a lack of good faith efforts to have the proposed amendments actually evaluated or scrutinized.  

Our attorney was confident that we would succeed in court based on whether the law was followed or not. The fact that National never allowed either the Delegate Assembly (membership driven representation) or any other sort of membership vote on the major changes being made was in violation of actual law (superseding our bylaws and their recent changes to them).  
NEW DEVELOPMENTS:

6/15/16, many members received a message from NASW President Dr. Wheeler titled “ACTION NEEDED TODAY” urging the member to agree to appoint VP Mit Joyner as “agent and proxy, with full power of substitution, to exercise my vote in any Association matters…”  The email explained that the member’s help via proxy vote was needed to apparently move forward with “Modernization”; however, it was unclear. While there are many legal problems with the proxy they are soliciting (see attorney letter dated 6/17/16), we are creating a similar proxy that we have no intention of using unless necessary to defend against any plan National has to use the proxies they are vigorously gathering using membership listserves. 

For those that received this email from Dr. Wheeler, PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT THIS PROXY IS TEMPORARY, AND NO INFORMATION AT ALL REGARDING WHAT THE PROXY WILL BE USED FOR AND WHEN! There is also no information on how to revoke it!
National’s push to “Modernize” is setting a new precedence with how our organization functions. 
To be clear as to what we have been demanding (as opposed to what National says we are demanding): 
Insistence on the basic idea that members have a right to vote and to control policy directions of their membership association through our established democratic process. That members and/or delegates should be informed of the issues and have the ability to discuss issues in a manner that allows for open free expression. 
This coalition is not trying to stop anything other than require National to follow our bylaws and the law. 
