
 

 

Propaganda for Budget and Campaigning Rhetoric 
posted – March 7, 2016 

 
To quote the 2015 School Board Budget –  
 

“Total state funding for FY15 is down – by $1,819,158 – based primarily on a reduction in 
budgeted ADM from 20,150 to 20,000 and a decrease in the per pupil amount for Special 
Education from $726 to $543.” 
 

Fewer students (ADM) = fewer dollars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                 Hampton City Schools Website 
 

Scary! 

 
Another year of the cast of characters at 1 Franklin Street referencing a decrease in funding that was partly ($12 
million) due to the one-time ARRA grant.  This is just the leadership team spinning facts to divert the focus off the 
ineffective management from the board and 1 Franklin Street.  Poor management, not state funding, is what 
negatively impacts our children’s education resulting in two schools being denied accreditation this year. 
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                                                Data extracted from Hampton’s ASFIN reports.  Data used by the 
                                              Virginia Department of Education Superintendent Report Table 15. 

 
As budget talks begin, let’s look back at previous budgets to get an idea of what board members will claim as 
reduced funding. 

 

FY 2009 
 
“A significant challenge faced by the division in developing this budget was due to an error in 
calculating our Local Composite Index (LCI). The LCI is based on the true value of property 
in the city of Hampton as reported by the Assessor's Office. Due to an error, the incorrect 
data was submitted to the state and our LCI was wrongly revised to .2165 from the 2007-
2008 level of .2410. This resulted in additional state funding of over $3 million. Our original 
proposed budget was developed using the funding as presented in the Governor's 
Introduced Budget. 
 
When the error was discovered by the state in late February, and our LCI was revised to .2358, 
our initial budget proposal was complete and ready to be presented to the School Board.   It was 
initially anticipated that either the State or the City would hold the school division harmless; 
however it quickly became clear that the State would not be able to make up the lost funding and 
was looking to the City to make us whole.   When our School Board Recommended Budget was 
forwarded to City Council in April, it included a request for an additional $2.4 million over and 
above the approved funding formula. The entire request was denied by City Council on May 
14, 2008; however, local contribution was not reduced by nearly $1 million based on the two-
cent real estate tax rate reduction approved by City Council. This resulted in the school 
division having to go back and make some hard choices on where to reduce the budget to 
adjust for the $2.4 million shortfall. Below is a summary of the adjustments that were 
ultimately approved.” 

2008-2009 Hampton City School Board Budget 
 
FY09 began with a $3,000,000 error. 
 

FY 2010 
 

“Funds provided by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, specifically the State 
Fiscal Stabilization Funds, were allocated by the General Assembly in the amount of $8,136,617 
and are incorporated as part of our overall operating budget, thus helping to offset the significant 
state revenue reductions.  The total operating budget for Hampton City Schools is $208,713,038, 
a reduction of $7,167,204, or 3.32% less than FY09.” 

2009-2010 Hampton City School Board Budget 
 



 

The school year started with the award of a grant of more than $8 million.  Though the Hampton School Board 
approved a total operating budget of $208,713,038, the Virginia Department of Education reports total operating 
expenditures for FY10 as $231,592,355.  Though fewer students (168.58) in FY10, more per student 
expenditures. 
 

FY 2011 
 

“Funds provided by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, specifically the State 
Fiscal Stabilization Funds, were allocated by the General Assembly in the amount of $2,785,985 
as part of the total Basic Aid allocation and are incorporated as part of our overall operating 
budget.  The total operating budget for Hampton City Schools is $184,485,176, a reduction of 
$24,227,862, or 11.61% less than FY10.” 

2010-2011 Hampton City School Board Budget 
 

FY 2012 
 

“We are pleased to present to you the School Board’s Adopted Budget for 2011-2012. This 
budget was approved by the School Board at its meeting on March 30, 2011, and by City Council 
on May 11, 2011.  The total approved budget is $184,891,473, which represents an increase of 
$206,297 or .11%, over 2010-2011.” 

2011-2012 Hampton City School Board Budget 
 

FY12 saw an increase over the previous year’s budget.  Increase in the number of students.  Increase total 
operating expenditures.  Increase in the per student expenditures. 
 

FY 2013 
 

“We are pleased to present to you the School Board’s Adopted Budget for 2012-2013. This 
budget was approved by the School Board at its meeting on March 28, 2012, and by City Council 
on May 16, 2012. The total approved budget is $191,909,156, which represents an increase of 
$7,017,683 or 3.8%, over 2011-2012.” 

2012-2013 Hampton City School Board Budget 
 
With a reported 214.13 fewer students in FY2013 and more than $2 million less in expenditures, per student 
expenditures only dropped $10. 
 

FY 2014 
 

“We are pleased to present to you the School Board's Adopted Budget for 2013 - 2014. This 
budget was approved by the School Board at its meeting on March 27, 2013, and by City Council 
on May 08, 2013. A presentation of the final approved budget was given to the School Board on 
May 15, 2013.  The total approved budget is $196,998,077, which represents an increase of 
$5,088,921 or 2.65%, over 2012-2013.” 

2013-2014 Hampton City School Board Budget 
 
Although student count is down, overall expenditures are up.  A per student expenditures increase of $365 was 
reported. 
 

 
 
 



 

FY 2015 
 

“We are pleased to present to you the School Board's Adopted Budget for 2014- 2015. This 
budget was approved by the School Board at its meeting on April 2, 2014, and by City Council on 
May 14, 2014.  A final revised budget was approved by the School Board on June 18, 2014.  The 
total approved budget is $196,018,093, which represents a decrease of $979,984 or .50%, over 
2013-2014.” 

2014-2015 Hampton City School Board Budget 

 
There may have been a decrease in spending represented in the budget, but actual expenditures reported to the 
Virginia Department of Education represents an increase.  According to Hampton City Schools’ ASFIN report, 
Hampton spent $230,927,224.72 in FY15.  This is $739,904.75 more than in FY14. 

 

FY 2016 
 

“We are pleased to present the School Board’s Adopted Budget for 2015-2016. This budget was 
approved by the School Board on March 25, 2015 and by City Council on May 13, 2015. The total 
approved budget is $195,249,254 representing a decrease of $768,839 or .39% over 2014-2015.” 

2015-2016 Hampton City School Board Budget 
 

Hampton is once again reporting fewer dollars to play with.  Is 1 Franklin serious?  No official reporting is 
available to make a determination…or is there. 
 
According to the “monthly” financial statement from the finance department to the board, Hampton City Schools 
has spent $2,918,463 more this year than the same time last year.  This, according to reports to the board – 
 

 “Is on target for this point in the year based on a budgeted ADM of 19,700 pupils.” 
January 31, 2016  

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Encumbrances 
 
Since 2008, we have approximately 755 fewer students than in 2015 with an additional 850 expected to be lost 
this school year (FY16).  You would expect overall funding to be down.  Fewer students mean fewer dollars.  Yet, 
per student expenditures are UP.  
 
So to reiterate – FEWER STUDENTS MEAN FEWER DOLLARS. 


