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CITY COUNCIL COMPLETES TOUGH BUDGET PROCESS
— by Betty Hayford
Throughout the fall, the Evanston City
Council and City staff struggled to
complete a balanced budget for FY
2018. Throughout the process, the
LWVE Local Government Committee
observed regular and special budget
meetings and provided reports on
the meetings posted to the LWVE
web site. The process was particularly
difficult this year due to a projected $6
million shortfall in 2017 revenues. Chief
Financial Officer Marty Lyons told the
council last summer that revenues
would not meet budget projections.
Less income from building fees was a
factor, along with lower than projected
revenue from income and sales tax—the
latter a statewide problem exacerbated by
the Illinois budget, which imposed new fees
for collecting and remitting the taxes.
State law requires municipalities to adopt
balanced budgets (a condition the state
does not impose on itself). The 2018
Evanston city budget accomplishes that task
with a combination of cost reductions and
new or increased revenues from a variety
of sources. The final budget – adopted by
the City Council on December 11 includes
a 1.45% increase in the City’s share of the
property tax, higher parking fees and fines,
and new taxes on vacation rentals and ondemand ride services. [See sidebar for a
complete list.] Cost savings began with a
4% reduction in expenditures from every
city department, some reorganization of
operations, and staff reductions—22.8 fulltime positions were cut from the budget,
down from the currently authorized 820
FTE. The budget totals $330.5 million, an
increase of 7% over the 2017 budget. You
can review the budget in detail at: tinyurl.
com/ydyjaeyd [The budget, as adopted,
was not yet posted on the City website as
of January 4, but the budget proposal and
related documents give you a detailed
picture of how the City collects and deploys
its resources.)
CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT
Continuing past practices, City Manager
Wally Bobkiewicz and staff worked to make

the budget process transparent and
engage residents in the process. A
budget hearing was held at the Civic
Center in September, and although
attendance was sparse, the meeting
was televised and streamed so
residents could watch and submit
questions. The proposal went to
City Council in October and citizens
responded to the suggested changes
at a public meeting on October 28.
Questions from aldermen about the
impact of proposed changes or cost of
various services were answered by city
staff and both questions and answers
were posted on the City web site.

HOW THE FY 2018 BUDGET
AFFECTS YOUR POCKETBOOK
As reported in the December 13 Evanston
Roundtable: Some of the taxes and fees in
the 2018 budget will affect only Evanston
residents; others will impact residents of
and visitors to Evanston because they are
geared to activities:
• 1.45% property tax increase (about $20
on a property assessed at $400,000)
• 1 cent per gallon gasoline tax increase,
to a total of 5 cents per gallon
• 20 cents per ride tax for transportation
network providers such as Lyft & Uber
• $1/hour meter parking, 8 am-9 pm
throughout the City
• $110/month parking fee in City-owned
garages, up from $95
• $60/month parking fee in City-owned
surface lot, up from $50
• $20 fine for expired parking meter, up
from $10
• $40 fine for a street-cleaning parking
ticket, up from $35
• 1% additional tax on tickets to athletic
events, for a total of 9%
• 7.5% per night tax on all vacation
rentals, including Airbnb but excluding
the commercial B&Bs

Both citizen and aldermanic questions
focused on a few areas. For example, a
proposal to consolidate the management
positions at the Levy Senior Center and
Chandler-Newberger Center was dropped
in response to users’ concerns. Also, many
residents expressed concern about reducing
and moving the victim advocate staff from
the Police Department and won aldermanic
support for limiting proposed cuts.
When the amended budget was presented
to the council on December 11, two
complicated concerns dominated the
discussion the budgets of the Evanston
Public Library and the City Clerk’s office.
While the library budget is prepared by
the independent library board, the tax levy
has to be approved by the City Council. All
aldermen expressed support for the work
of the library, but several objected to the
proposed 8.6% tax increase when all other
city departments were required to make
cuts. Frustration at increases in library
operating costs was exacerbated by unease
over the cost of the proposed renovations
(although CFO Marty Lyons explained that
the renovations were in the Capital Projects
Budget and are not part of the City General
Operating Budget). In the final budget, the
library levy increase stands at 5.1%.
Also at the December 11 meeting, aldermen
spent almost an hour reviewing a request
from City Clerk Devon Reid to increase
continued on page 7
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League of Women Voters®
of Evanston

Dear Colleagues,

2100 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201

Happy New Year! As we emerge from the hubbub of
the holiday season, it’s a good moment to reflect on
the League’s accomplishments of the past year and
look to the opportunities in the year ahead.

847-859-7883 LWVEvanston@gmail.com
www.lwve.org

LOOKING BACK:
• LWVE saw robust growth in its membership and
increased member involvement in 2017.
• We served the local electorate well with a
successful series of candidate forums and an
award-winning voter guide.
• We re-energized our advocacy role with our successful push to enact a local ban
on coal-tar pavement sealant and our participation in Joining Forces for Affordable
Housing, a new coalition that is a leading voice in efforts to ensure housing diversity
in Evanston.
• Our board held a planning retreat in late October with a focus on continuing our
growth, engaging new leaders, and broadening awareness of the League’s role.
LOOKING AHEAD: This issue of the Intercom gives a preview of what’s in store.
• As we enter another primary election season, there will be opportunities to register
voters and help with candidate forums in two contested races.
• We’ll continue to offer opportunities to learn about timely policy issues and connect
with other members through our luncheons and Drinks and Dialogue programs.
• And even as we continue work on our current 2017-18 program goals—particularly
our study of the role of City Clerk, affordable housing advocacy, and monitoring
of the development of the Equity and Empowerment Coordinator role—we’ll be
planning for 2018-19.
• Upcoming events also provide opportunities to get involved at the state and national
levels, with the Feb. 11 LWVIL Issues Briefing and the upcoming National Convention
in Chicago from June 28-July 1. LWVE is playing a vital role in the planning for this
convention, and we’ll be looking for volunteer support.
Whether you’re new to the League or have been with us for the long haul, we’ll be
looking to YOU to help us carry forward in the busy year ahead! We are always eager
to hear your ideas and to help you find meaningful ways to engage with the League.
Together, we are making democracy work!
In League,

Casey & Julianne

casey208@comcast.net
julianne.dieterich@gmail.com
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CREATING A MORE
PERFECT DEMOCRACY
LWVUS Convention 2018
Chicago June 28-July 1
The national LWV convention will be held in Chicago this summer!
It is a fantastic opportunity to see democracy in action. The convention is
being held at the Hilton on Michigan Avenue. Michelle Jordan and I are on the
convention planning committee as co-chairs of the plenary sessions.
We will need lots of volunteers!
I will let you know when you can sign up for a volunteer shift. All volunteers
get free admission for the day of their shift. I will keep you posted on volunteer
opportunities as the convention nears. — Casey Christensen
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MISSION STATEMENT
The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues,
and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.

LIKE LWVE
ON FACEBOOK

LWV VOTERS SERVICE: REGISTER. INFORM. EDUCATE.
— by Jennifer O’Neil
“Whenever the people are well informed, they can be trusted with
their own government; that whenever things get so far wrong as to
attract their notice, they may be relied on to set them to rights.”
— Thomas Jefferson
Our 2017 voters service work focused on municipal elections, with
registration, voters guides and candidate forums. As we look ahead
to 2018 primary and general elections, the League will once again
be at the forefront of efforts to support the informed electorate
referenced in Jefferson’s quote.
RECENT VOTER REGISTRATION ACTIVITY:
OCT 29 at Niles West for the screening of “Equal Means Equal”
NOV 4 at Niles West for Community Resource Event sponsored
by Niles Mayor Przybylo, County Commissioner Suffredin and
Congresswoman Schakowsky
PRIZE-WINNING VOTERS GUIDE: Evanston RoundTable reporters,
photographers, and graphic artists garnered 15 awards in the “nondaily” newspaper category at the annual Northern Illinois Newspaper
Association awards banquet on Oct. 26. Awards included Best
Special Section for the LWVE/RoundTable Voters’ Guide
UPCOMING REGISTRATION ACTIVITY: We are partnering with
Skokie and Evanston libraries to offer multiple opportunities to
register new voters or update current registration.
SKOKIE LIBRARY, 5215 Oakton
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. WEEKEND: Kick-off event
Saturday, Jan 13 1:00-5:00 pm (West entrance)
Sunday, Jan 14
1:00-5:00 pm (Central Lobby off East entrance)
Monday, Jan 15 1:00-8:00 pm (West entrance)
Sundays, Jan 21 – Feb 11
1:00-3:00 pm
Attempting to staff from 1:00 – 5:00 pm
(Central Lobby off East entrance)
PRESIDENTS’ DAY WEEKEND:
Saturday, Feb 17 1:00-5:00 pm (West entrance)
Sunday, Feb 18
1:00-5:00 pm (Central Lobby off East entrance)
Monday, Feb.19 1:00-8:00 pm (West entrance)
EVANSTON LIBRARY (main library on Church St.)
Sundays, Jan 28 & Feb 4
1:00 – 5:00 pm
Tuesdays, Jan 30 & Feb 6
3:00 – 7:00 pm
IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN. . .
Counting Down to March Primary & November General Elections
ELECTION CALENDAR
Feb 20
Voter registration closes for deputy registrars
and local election officials
Feb 21 – Mar 19 Grace period registration & voting

Mar 4
Mar 5 -19
Mar 15
Mar 20

Online voter registration closes
Early Voting
Last day to apply for a ballot by mail
Primary Election

CANDIDATES FOR CONTESTED RACES IN PRIMARY ELECTION
Two Republicans filed on the opening day of petition filing for the
March primary election to compete for the chance to challenge
9th Congressional District incumbent U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky
(D-Evanston) in next fall’s general election. They are Sargis Sangari
of Skokie, who heads the Near East Center for Strategic Engagement
Mr. Sangari was born in Iran and immigrated to the U.S. in 1980. Also
running in the primary is Republican John D. Elleson who is a pastor
at the Lakewood Chapel in Arlington Heights.
The governor’s race features a crowded field of six Democrats
running to unseat incumbent Gov. Rauner, who himself has a
challenger in the Republican primary. Two Republicans and eight
Democrats have filed to succeed Attorney General Lisa Madigan,
who is not running. Visit the Illinois Board of Elections website to get
lists of active candidates: www.elections.il.gov. And as the primary
draws near, there will be stepped-up media coverage. Candidates’
websites are also a source of information (albeit filtered).
State Rep. Laura Fine announced she will run to succeed Daniel Biss
in the State Senate. Six candidates will compete in the Democratic
Primary for Fine’s 17th IL Representative District seat. They are
Candance Chow of Evanston, Theresa Coomer of Glenview Pete
Dagher of Skokie, Alexandra Eidenberg of Wilmette, Jennifer GongGershowitz of Glenview, and Mary Rita Luecke of Skokie.
There are contested primary races for Cook County and Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District offices, although some candidates may be
ruled off the ballot due to challenges. As this Intercom goes to press,
there are contests for Cook County Board President, Assessor, Treasurer
and Sheriff as well as 9th District County Commissioner. Five candidates
have filed for three open MWRD seats. You can check the status of Cook
County candidates at tinyurl.com/y8reshre.
In another race of local interest, Cook County Commissioner Larry
Suffredin will face a challenge in the Democratic primary from Bushra
Amiwala, a DePaul University student from Skokie.
Check www.lwve.org often for election and voter updates and a
schedule of candidate forums as they are scheduled.
HOW YOU CAN HELP: We need volunteers to support our voter
registration outreach and help with candidate forums. Contact
Jennifer O’Neil jenoneil2@gmail.com if you are interested.

ORGANIZING FOR JUSTICE
Open Communities invites you to its second Justice Summit for residents and community
activists in the northern suburbs. This is an opportunity to learn, and organize under the
Principles of the Welcoming Community to become more accessible, safe and engaged.
Workshop topics: Housing Rights; Low Wage Workers Rights; Immigration and Racial Justice;
Organizing and Civic Engagement; Social Identity and Cultural Competence. No fee, but a
$10 donation is requested. Details and registration information: tinyurl.com/y8ek4ldn
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DRINKS & DIALOGUE

LWVE PROGRAM PLANNING:
Setting Agenda for Study, Action, Advocacy
— by Betty Hayford
Every year, in early spring or late
winter, LWVE members meet to
plan the program for the coming
year. Every position that shapes
the program of LWVE has to
be consistent with positions
developed by our league
counterparts at the county,
state and national level.
The LWVE Board will set a date for a program planning meeting,
probably in February or March. All league members are invited to
attend, and are encouraged to review the program adopted for
2017-2018 and consider whether to continue to address the same
program or to make changes. The Local Program is adopted at the
annual meeting and shapes our activities through the year. It may
help identify topics for monthly meetings, influence the formation of
special study groups, or stimulate advocacy.
The process for adopting Local Program has to be practical as well
as aspirational. Before taking action or pursuing advocacy, we may
need to learn more about an issue through research and informationgathering. Before adopting a new position, we will need to check
the positions of the national and Illinois leagues. We don’t want to
adopt a local program that is more extensive or ambitious that we
can manage with available volunteers. We don’t want to include an
issue in our program that reflects our ideals but doesn’t generate
sufficient enthusiasm and engagement of enough individuals to
accomplish our goals.

L-R: Co-Presidents
Casey Christensen and
Julianne Dieterich with
Mary Keefe Kelly

L-R: Karen Hunt,
Betty Brugger and
Mary Rita Luecke

The League closed out 2017 with a convivial “Drinks and Dialogue”
gathering at the Evanston Ecology Center on December 5. Heartfelt
thanks to KAREN HUNT for providing tasty treats and beverages
from Schaeffer’s.

WOMEN’S MARCH TO THE POLLS
Set for January 20th

Often LWVE continues elements of a program from one year to the
next: the issue continues to be timely and our goals are multi-year
goals. As we think about concerns to pursue for the coming year, we
should remind ourselves of our current program for 2017-2018:
2017-2018 LWVE LOCAL PROGRAM
Take appropriate action or participate or partner with and support
like-minded organizations and coalitions in Evanston to advocate for
issues consistent with League positions:
• Support for Evanston Livability Plan goal of continued
reduction of Evanston carbon emissions
• Promote expansion of affordable housing and enforcement of
fair housing laws
• Monitor the work of the new City of Evanston Equity and
Empowerment Coordinator
• Conduct a study of the City Clerk’s office, including a
comparison of how this role is handled by other municipalities
• Support statewide efforts of the LWVIL to improve political
and fiscal accountability in Illinois government
Because issues can be timely from year-to-year and we often set
multi-year goals, LWVE may continue elements of a program from
one year to the next. The development of our local program is the
occasion for identifying issues we want to work on to improve the
political and social climate. Watch for announcements from our copresidents, Julianne and Casey, about the date and place for the
Program Planning meeting in 2018, and contact them if you want to
be involved in the process.
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One year after millions of women, girls, men and boys assembled in
cities and towns across the country for the Women’s March, we will
march again – this time with a focus on engaging in 2018 campaigns.
From the local organizers’ website: Women’s March Chicago is excited
to launch “March to the Polls.” On January 20, women and allies will
come together in downtown Chicago to celebrate the spirit of the
resistance efforts over the past year and unite to focus on the 2018
elections and beyond. The fight for women’s rights and social justice
through political engagement continues. WMC organizer Jessica
Scheller said, “As we approach local, mid-term and gubernatorial
elections in 2018, it’s even more critical that women are engaged and
involved. If we want to see progress in this city, state, and country we
need women’s votes, voices and leadership.”
LWV members are encouraged to march with LWVIL and your fellow
local league members and friends. RSVP to the LWVIL Facebook
Event tinyurl.com/y7f9hljf or send an email to info@lwvil.org
to register your attendance. League members and friends will
meet between 10:00 and 10:30 am at the west side of Buckingham
Fountain. Watch the LWVIL homepage www.lwvil.org for updates.
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COMING SOON TO A LEAGUE LUNCHEON NEAR YOU!
JANUARY 17: WHAT DOES IMMIGRATION LAW
HAVE TO DO WITH THE RIGHT TO VOTE?

FEBRUARY 15: EVANSTON AND CMAP
— by Betty Hayford

Our January luncheon features Sister Bernadine
Karge, OP, [Dominican Sister of Sinsinawa], who
will focus on a woman’s perspective on immigration
and welcoming immigrants. Sister Bernadine is a
frequent speaker and advocate for immigration
rights, women’s rights and human rights. She has
been adjunct professor at Catholic Theological Union
and Loyola University’s Pastoral Studies Program.
She currently serves on the Board of Trustees for
Dominican University in River Forest.

On Thursday, February 15, LWVE will host a
lunch program on Evanston and CMAP: A
Look at Trends for 2050 at Three Crowns Park,
with registration beginning at 11:45 am.

Sister Bernadine is an immigration attorney and
member of the Chicago Chapter of AILA (American Immigration
Lawyers Association). She earned her law degree at Howard
University Law School in Washington DC. For more than three
decades she practiced immigration law in Chicago. Since retirement
she has continued to volunteer in Chicago and in Dilley, Texas,
home to the South Texas Family Residential Center, the largest
detention center in the country. The center, designed as a refuge
for women and children fleeing violence in their home countries, can
hold as many as of 2,400 refugees as they work their way through
the immigration system. After spending a week there in 2016, Sister
Bernadine described the experience in a blog post for Sojourners:
The time in Dilley was awful in both senses of the word —
filled with awe, and appalling. What was appalling: that almost
2,000 women and children under the age of 18 were locked in
a 50-acre site — in the middle of the hot, fracked Texas desert
— behind 15-foot chain-link fences. Upon entry, every worker
and volunteer had to be screened and wanded, and every item
searched. One was buzzed in and out of every door. Attorneys
were accompanied by guards to the immigration court trailer,
or to the asylum office trailer where the temperature was close
to 50 degrees — compared to the 90-plus degrees under the
hot sun.
You can read the full post at tinyurl.com/y75uaoxr

Why should League members care about CMAP? The acronym
stands for Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning. As the name
implies, CMAP is a regional planning organization for the seven
northeastern Illinois counties, an area encompassing 8.5 million
people in 284 different communities. CMAP offers tools, programs,
and opportunities for participation in the regional planning process
for the communities within its area.
Periodically CMAP issues reports that outline distinct factors that could
significantly shape our region for the decades to come. It is currently
preparing for publication ON TO 2050, a comprehensive regional
plan designed around five critical issues: Changed Climate; Walkable
Communities; Innovative Transportation; Transformed Economy,
and Constrained Resources. Our luncheon speaker, Jane Grover, is
coordinating community outreach for ON TO 2050. Grover, who
served as 7th Ward Alderman in Evanston from 2010 – 2015, will explain
the plan to us and highlight the particular relevance it has to Evanston.
As Evanston city officials and residents review and debate how our
community will address the critical issues defined in ON TO 2050,
a long-term perspective from CMAP can be helpful in sorting out
the decisions we face. Put the date on your calendar and make a
reservation for a timely and informative discussion.
More About CMAP: Established in 2005, the agency is a consolidation
of the Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS) and the
Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC). CMAP combines
these separate transportation and land-use planning agencies for
northeastern Illinois into a single entity designed to protect natural
resources and minimize traffic congestion for Cook, DuPage, Kane,
Kendall, Lake, McHenry and Will counties. www.cmap.illinois.gov

2018 PHONATHON: TAKE THE CALL! BETTER YET: MAKE THE CALL!
— by Betty Hayford

our legislators, and also makes it available to us as we shape
our positions and advocate for them locally.

Every winter, LWV of Illinois conducts its annual fundraising
effort. It begins with a letter reminding us of the good
work that LWVIL does for Illinois and for LWV-Evanston and
asking for contributions. Most of us intend to respond, but
sometimes the letter is misplaced.
Later in the spring, LWVIL follows up with its PHONATHON,
with the assistance of every local league. Evanston has
participated over the years, which means a group of LWVE
members gathers some evening or afternoon and calls all our
members who have not yet responded, encouraging a donation.
We do this because we know the value of a strong and active Illinois
League. LWVIL represents us in Springfield, backed by a hardworking issues team which studies and tracks developments and
needs in many areas. LWVIL uses this research when meeting with

In addition to supporting this important campaign, LWVE
participates in the Phonathon because our participation
makes us eligible for a share of the contributions from
Evanston – usually 15% of the total. We can support our local
activities at the same time as we support the state league.
Usually the Phonathon takes place in April. If you get a call
from a league member you don’t know very well, please
answer the phone and hear our message. You could be even more
helpful if you joined the team for a few hours some evening. Most
calls provide a chance for a friendly chat as well as a request.
HOW YOU CAN HELP: Besides making a donation to the state
LWV, you can join the local calling team. If you’d like to volunteer,
please contact one of our co-Presidents.
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LWVE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17 ~ 11:45 AM
WHAT DOES IMMIGRATION LAW HAVE TO DO WITH THE RIGHT TO VOTE?
Three Crowns Place, 2323 McDaniel Avenue, Evanston. Luncheon featuring
attorney Sr. Bernadine Karge. Cost: $20. RSVP by January 12 to League office.
More information page 5
SUNDAY, JANUARY 21 ~ 1:45-5:15 PM
SECOND ANNUAL JUSTICE SUMMIT sponsored by OPEN COMMUNITIES
Oakton Community College Skokie Campus, 7701 Lincoln Avenue, Skokie
More information page 3
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10 ~ 9:30 AM-4:00 PM — LWVIL ISSUES BRIEFING:
BRIDGING DIVIDES: CULTIVATING COMMON GROUNDS
University Center, 525 S. State Street, Chicago. Details and register at www.lwvil.org
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15 ~ 11:45 AM
EVANSTON AND CMAP: LOOKING AT TRENDS FOR 2050
Three Crowns Place, 2323 McDaniel Avenue, Evanston. Luncheon featuring
Jane Grover, former Evanston Alderman, discussing Evanston and the Chicago
Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP). Cost: $20. RSVP by February 10.
More information page 5

CONNECT. SHARE.
LEARN. ACCESS.
CELEBRATING 5 YEARS

of making connections among
older adults who cherish
their independence.
Services, Support & Sociability
to help you age well.

847-721-1413
NorthShore-Village.org
YOUR HOME | YOUR CHOICE

MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 ~ 5:30 PM
DRINKS & DIALOGUE CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Location to be announced. Co-sponsored by LWVE & YWCA of Evanston/North
Shore. Dino Robinson will discuss Black History on the North Shore and the work of the
Shorefront Legacy Center. Informal conversation, free snacks and cash bar.

Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

THURSDAY, MARCH 8 - 5:45-8:45 PM
INERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY: I AM JANE DOE
Unitarian Church of Evanston, 1330 Ridge Avenue, Evanston
A coalition of partners, including LWVE, will host a screening and post-film discussion of
a documentary addressing sex-trafficking. More information page 7
CANDIDATE FORUMS:
Please check email updates, Facebook and www.lwve.org
for updates on candidate forums for the 9th Congressional Republican primary
and for the 17th State Representative District Democratic primary.
LWVE BOARD MEETINGS:
Members are always welcome to attend board meetings. Upcoming meeting dates:
THURSDAYS: FEBRUARY 1, MARCH 1 & APRIL 5 AT 7:00 PM
at the Evanston Civic Center, 2100 Ridge Avenue, Room 2403

SAVE THE DATES
(more details to follow)
SUNDAY, MARCH 11—LWV WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH LUNCHEON
Wilmette Park District Golf Club Restaurant. Hosted by LWV of Glenview/Glencoe.
THURSDAY, MAY 10—LWVE ANNUAL MEETING/DINNER AT 5:30 PM
Three Crowns Park. Keynote speaker: Mayor Steve Hagerty.
Unless otherwise indicated, please RSVP for events to
847-859-7883 or LWVEvanston@gmail.com
Updates at www.lwve.org click on Calendar
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HELP EVANSTON
LEAGUE CONSERVE
RESOURCES

If you would prefer to receive the
INTERCOM only on the internet, as a
link to our LWVE website, please email
LWVEPresident@gmail.com or call
the League office at 847-859-7883 and
leave a message telling us to stop sending
you a printed copy. It will help us be more
eco-friendly and reduce printing and
mailing costs!

CELEBRATING WOMEN IN MARCH

BOARD RETREAT LOOKS TO FUTURE

— by Julianne Dieterich

— by Julianne Dieterich

MARCH 8 IS INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY, and the LWVE is
again participating in a community-wide event to commemorate the
day. Spearheaded by the YWCA, the event will feature a showing
of the documentary film I Am Jane Doe, covering the battle that
several American mothers are waging on behalf of their under-age
daughters, victims of sex trafficking. The event is set for Thursday,
March 8th, 5:45-8:45 pm, at the Unitarian Church of Evanston,
1330 Ridge Avenue.

The LWVE Board held a planning retreat on October 28, 2017.
Northwestern University’s Office of Neighborhood and Community
Relations provided the venue – a conference room whose sweeping
views fostered an expansive mindset. The League’s annual program
planning process allows the membership to guide our advocacy
activities and focus our policy interests, and our monthly board
meetings tend to focus on advancing that annual agenda. So
we wanted the board retreat to provide an opportunity to focus
on larger, cross-cutting issues: continuing to attract members;
increasing member involvement; enhancing and better coordinating
communications; and developing and supporting our leaders. The
retreat resulted in a set of priorities to guide our membership,
communications, and events committees over the coming year. We
also identified a number of board development priorities intended
to clarify roles, promote teamwork, and support new leaders. Much
work remains to refine and carry out these priorities, and we will have
more to report in the months ahead.

Also, the League will be celebrating WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
with a luncheon hosted by LWV of Glenview/Glencoe on Sunday,
March 11, at the Wilmette Park District Golf Club Restaurant.
We will share additional details about these events as they become
available by e-mail, Facebook, and at www.lwve.org.

LWVIL SPONSORS ISSUES BRIEFING
— by Betty Hayford
The annual LWV Illinois Issues Briefing will be held
on Saturday, February 10, from 9:30 am – 4:00 pm.
The venue will be the same as in recent years, at the
University Center, 525 South State Street, Chicago.
A full day of presentations is scheduled to provide
league members from all over Illinois vital facts
and useful perspectives on key issues facing the
state. Criminal justice reform and fiscal issues will
be among the important topics addressed.
This is also a good opportunity to meet with league members from
around the state and to learn more about how the state league
develops rich material for understanding the problems Illinois faces.
The theme for the 2018 Issues Briefing is BRIDGING
DIVIDES: CULTIVATING COMMON GROUND FOR ACTION
As stated on the LWVIL website: “We have seen the terrible impact
of an historic budget impasse in Illinois and witness the vocal and
often hostile divides in our civil society. League of Women Voters
is a non-partisan organization and we learn all sides of an issue
before coming to consensus on a position and advocating for
legislation that supports that position.
“We are passionate about making democracy work for every
individual in our country but how can we achieve anything when
the divides distract and hamper progress? We will explore this
problem and discuss solutions in numerous issue areas.”
The morning plenary focuses on “Bridging the Partisan Divide”
in the Illinois Legislature and several legislators will be providing their
insights. The afternoon plenary will focus on “Criminal Justice: Reforms
Accomplished and Reforms Still Needed” with a panel including Lake
County State’s Attorney Michael Nerheim, Senator Don Harmon
and two criminal justice advocates. Break-out sessions will cover a
wide range of important topics, including residential segregation,
clean water, the role of property taxes in educational funding, public
health approaches to firearms injuries, ERA advocacy, and an update
on redistricting efforts. The full agenda and registration information
can be accessed at www.lwvil.org/events.html (scroll down to
Issues Briefing).

PROGRESSIVE DINNER
Development Chair Karen Hunt is working
to confirm a date (late April or early
May) and hosts for our biennial Progressive
Dinner. Information and invitations coming
shortly. If you’d like to host or co-host, please
contact Karen ASAP! khunt@firstbt.com

BUDGET PROCESS continued from page 1

his budget to support additional staff and acquire new
software. Aldermen questioned him on his needs and
his view of the duties of the clerk’s office compared with
previous clerks, and with the statutory delineation of the
office’s duties in both state and city law. A compromise
was reached with a decision to provide an additional
$8,000 to the clerk’s office, which Clerk Reid can use as
he wishes, for software, training, or staff assistance. The vote on this
motion was tied 4-4 (Ald. Melissa Wynne was absent) with Mayor
Hagerty breaking the tie with a positive vote.
The budget process for FY 2018 was time-consuming and arduous.
City staff worked hard to find revenue increases and spending cuts.
Aldermen worked hard to master the budget documents, listen to
their constituents and evaluate choices. LWVE observers attended
long meetings and worked to summarize the discussions for their
reports currently available on the League web page. These budget
discussions provided significant perspective on one of our current
studies--to gain better understanding of the responsibilities and
operations of the City Clerk’s Office.
The city manager had asserted that developing balanced budgets
over the next few years will continue to be a challenging process
which will require continued attention to restricting or maintaining
expenditures while the need for services and capital projects will
grow. League members who want to be informed about this core
function are encouraged to work with the Local Government group
and join the Observer Corps.
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