HOLY COMMUNION
Second Sunday of Christmas
January 2, 2022 8:00 am and 10:30 am

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is
revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word
existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas
is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the
gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the
wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and
truth.

SILENT PRAYER
PRELUDE: Of the Father’s Love Begotten Martin
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE)
Stand

HYMN: Let All Together Praise Our God
Printed on the next page.
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Let All Together Praise Our God

5 A wonderful exchange you make:
you take our flesh and blood,
and in return give us to share
the shining realm of God,
the shining realm of God.

Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # AT35208. Al rights reserv ved
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6 Unlock the door again today
that leads to paradise;
the angel bars the way no more.
To God let praises rise,
to God let praises rise!
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

P} In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
P Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
P} Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Kneel/Stand
P Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.
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Pl In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand
GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Amen.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pl Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who
became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all that
we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sit
FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-14

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile.
In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will
express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.

A reading from Jeremian.
'Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
“See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
"With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

'"Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
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""'For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
“They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
"“Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
“T will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Later service only:
PSALM 147:12-20 (The congregation’s verses are printed in in bold font.)
“Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem;
praise your ! God, O Zion;
"“for he has strengthened the bars ' of your gates;
he has blessed your chil- | dren within you.
"“He has established peace | on your borders;
he satisfies you with the ! finest wheat.
'“He sends out his command ' to the earth,
and his word runs ! very swiftly.
'"He gives ! snow like wool;
he scatters hoar- ! frost like ashes.
'“He scatters his | hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand a- ! gainst his cold?
'"He sends forth his | word and melts them;
he blows with his wind, and the ! waters flow.
“"He declares his ' word to Jacob,
his statutes and his judg- ' ments to Israel.
“'He has not done so to any ! other nation;
to them he has not revealed his judgments. | Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING Ephesians 1:3-14
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and
earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children
and have been promised eternal salvation.

A reading from Ephesians.

‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, ‘just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. "He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according
to the good pleasure of his will, °to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 'In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace “that he lavished
on us. With all wisdom and insight "he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, '’as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth. ''In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his
counsel and will, '“so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might
live for the praise of his glory. '“In him you also, when you had heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; “this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The congregation sings the Acclamation.
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The choir sings the Verse.
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I am bringing you good news of great joy for ! all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messi- | ah, the
Lord.

The congregation repeats the Acclamation.
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GOSPEL John 10-18
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all
things were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the
world.

P} The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'"He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. ''He came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him. '“But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, “who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. '°(John testified to him
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.” ) '°From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. ' 'The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. '"No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who i1s close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

P} The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON Pastor Weleck
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Stand

Later service only:

HYMN OF THE DAY: Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Printed on the next page.
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Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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Stand

The Nicene Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival

days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times.
NICENE CREED

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

We pray for the church, for its pastors and other ministers, for the newly
baptized, for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and for our
growth in grace.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an increase
of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace among nations and
among peoples.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for victims of
war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit,
for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness, and for all who this day
will die. We pray especially for those we name in the silence of our hearts...
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve, and
especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might speedily complete
their mission and be safely reunited with their loved ones.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR

The Offering will be collected in the Narthex as you leave the church.
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OFFERTORY
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks:
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The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE:

P] It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... Here the minister continues with
the preface for the day, concluding: ...we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

The assembly continues with the SANCTUS:
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The WORDS OF INSTITUTION are sung to the music Blessed Martin Luther
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himself composed specifically for this purpose.

(P) IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED,
OUR LORD JESUS TOOK BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS;
BROKE IT, AND GAVE IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING:

TAKE AND EAT; THIS IS MY =+ BODY, GIVEN FOR YOU.
DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME.

AGAIN, AFTER SUPPER, HE TOOK THE CUP, GAVE THANKS,
AND GAVE IT FOR ALL TO DRINK, SAYING:

THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY ** BLOOD,
SHED FOR YOU AND FOR ALL PEOPLE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN.
DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME.

LORD’S PRAYER
P} Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
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Sit

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

& Amen.

We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are “truly and
substantially” present “in, with, and under”’ the forms of bread and wine. We
invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing in this or another
Christian denomination. We welcome children and others who are not communing
to come forward for a blessing.

Music during Communion:
LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI)
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grant us your peace. A - men.
Stand

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
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strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING (BENEDICTION)
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The Lord look upon you with favor and =-give you peace.
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Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

HYMN: Angels, from the Realms of Glory
Printed on the next page.
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Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.
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OFFERING
The offering will be collected as you leave the Church.

POSTLUDE: Ding Dong Merrily On High Lau
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual

License # SAS017622.

Unless otherwise indicated, hymns are in public domain.
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The Christmas Cycle celebrates the events surrounding Christ’s coming — the
prophecies, his birth, his manifestation (epiphany) to the Gentiles, and his baptism
— through the Advent season, the Christmas season, and the Epiphany season.

Christmas is a great twelve (12) day celebration, beginning on 25 December and
ending on the Feast of the Epiphany, 6 January. Outward signs of the celebration
of Christmas should remain visible for all twelve (12) days: trees, wreaths and
other decorations, music, gift-giving, joy.

The liturgical color white, symbolic of purity, joy, and the light of Christ, 1s used

on the festivals of Christ.
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Vestry Members Special Area E-mail Address or
Phone

Pastor Weleck pastor(@augustustrappe.org
Gary Wessner President gtwess(@comecast.net
Dick Allebach Vice President 610-948-3488
Sherry Jessee Secretary dsajessee@hotmail.com
Debra Augustine Mutual Ministry anniedwebb@yverizon.net
Frank DePaul Property Fvdp52@gmail.com

Shane Elison

Christian Education

scrabbiel @aol.com.

Cathy Engel-Menendez

Trust Fund Treasurer

Cengel70@yahoo.com

Jeannie Funk

General Treasurer

Jeanniefunk@gmail.com

Chilly Lyaro

Christian Education

chillylyvaro@yahoo.com

Brian O’Hara

Outreach

Brian.ohara24(@gmail.com

Lois Robinson

Worship and Music

Drloisdrobinsonl (@gmail.com

Janet Stokes

Parish Life/Stewardship

sjastokes@aol.com
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Worship Assistants

Ushers: Dick Allebach, Gary Halteman, David Halteman, and Scott Halteman
Lectors: 8:00 am: Laurie Mueller  10:30 am: Sonya Sowards

Altar Guild: Mike Van Blaricum and Sally Sweeney

Offering Tabulation: Janet Stokes, Sherry Jessee and Shane Elison

Video Production: Jim Lien, Jeannie Funk, or Jonathan Mueller.

The Flowers that Adorn the Altar are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs.
Bryan McClain with best wishes for 2022.

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God by Scott, Andrea, and Danielle
Halteman in loving memory of Anthony and Patricia Kopystecki and Galen
Halteman.

The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Opperman wishing everyone a happy and healthy new year.

Altar Guild Help Wanted: Altar Guild members attend to the altar on Sundays.
They change the paraments, prepare Holy Communion, place the flowers, and a
host of other small jobs that are so important to our weekly worship. No experience
required! We will train you! Contact Deb Scholl at Schollde@aol.com.

Prayer Chain Volunteers Needed: Did you know Augustus’s WELCA has a prayer
group? People are invited to call the leader of the group, Carol Oelschlager, or the
church office with prayer requests and a group of folks will say special prayers
based on these requests. This group is now seeking additional people to pray for

our congregants and friends. If you are interested in participating, please call Carol
Oelschlager at 610-489-3109
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