One of the most enjoyable things about being a parent 


with a 3-5 year old right now 



is the fact that they enjoy mimicking what mom and dad are doing.  


Esme has her own cutting board 



where tomatoes and cucumbers are sliced and diced.  


She has routinely helped me mow the lawn 



by coming out and holding onto the bar 




and walking with me.  



Which often gives me a better workout,




 as I have to push the mower 




and hold up the bar 





that now has 37 pounds hanging off of it.  


Eva, 



before all the letters were in the right direction, 




was putting calligraphy flourishes on her letters, 



because she sees me do it when I write.  


She started riding her bike 



when she saw other kids doing it.  

They are imitating us, 


because that is how they learn how to actually do it.  

They start to figure out what to expect 


and what does not work.

I hear this figuring out live in the conversations that their toys have.  


They are rehearsing the days conversations 



and figuring out how to work through it.  


It is great to listen to when they are repeating what you have done well.  


It hurts to listen to 



when you hear them replay the time your patience was about done, 




on repeat 25 times in a row.

Then there is the classic dress up.  


Some of their biggest grins 



were when they could just walk 




and  they decided that daddy's size 12 shoe 




was what they should really be wearing.  


I am going to be that big, 



so might as well figure out how to walk in it now.  

Or I am going to be a doctor, 


so I need a stethoscope and other supplies to be that.  

Our playsets next door 


almost have more gadgets and tools than I have.  



We have a full kitchen 



and a full tool bench, 




with a drill press.  

I have taken you down this place of imagination 


and way of growing and building expectations, 

because our text today 


did the same for the rebuilding nation of Israel.  

They had just been released from Babylon 


and were ready to figure out how this ruling yourself 


and worshipping God was supposed to work.  

They had heard about the temple, 

having their own King, 

the system of Priestly worship from the previous generation, 


as they sat on the edge of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers 



hearing how things used to be.  

Now, suddenly 


God had changed their reality 


and now was their chance to live like they had only heard about and imagined.

As they are doing this, 


Zechariah is given the 8 visions that we just completed last week.  

So today, 


we move from, 



“Then I saw,” 



to “The word of the Lord came to me.”  

The word is calling Zechariah 


to act out a word from the Lord.  

This sign act is similar to the one from Acts 21 


when Agabus took Paul's belt 



and tied himself up with it.  


It shows what will come 



by physically acting it out.  

Jeremiah does similar demonstrations for Israel 


to try and help them understand what is happening.

This act requires assistance, 


and lots of it.  

So three men who just rolled into town 


with some gold and silver from Babylon 



are recruited.  

They take what they have just arrived in town with 


and head to Josiah, 



who we assume is a metal craftsman.  

He takes the silver and gold 


and fashions at least two intertwining crowns.  



Silver and gold don't bond to each other.  

The two different elements 


are placed on the head of Joshua, 



the high priest.

These actions are all intentional 


and are supposed to be telling the people more 



than they actually are.  

They are sign acts remember.  


So we need to stop and ask, 



why does the high priest need a crown 




when a King wears a crown?  



Why is it of two different elements that do not mix together?  



Why are these three people chosen to contribute the gold they carried 




and not someone else?

God knows we will have these questions 


and answers many of them in the following verses.  

We hear first 


that the Priest is crowned because 



“he will sit and rule on his throne.”  

This is a new twist, 


one that starts to sound like a coup.  



The general leading the army 




becoming the new president.  



This was possible heresy at the time, 




it should sound familiar to anyone after Jesus came.  





He was both our high priest and our King.  

We can also read back into what Jesus did 


and see that there were two different types of Priests.  



There was Aaron 




and the priestly line of the Levites.  



Then, there was the priestly line of Melchizedek.  




One silver, 




one gold, 





both ruling over the land.  

While this sounds ideal, 


especially as we connect it all 



with the calling of the branch 



and building God's temple,


 there are a few things that kept this a sign act 



and not the actual act.  

Verse 7:1 quickly draws us back to now, 


“On the fourth day of the ninth month, 



in the fourth year of the reign of King Darius.  


We are quickly reminded that full freedom is not yet.  

The taking of the crown 


and putting it in the temple as a memorial 



also says, 




not quite ready for primetime.  

This act was witnessed, 


experienced, 


and set up to remind the people of the promises of God.  

A significant way of saying,


 the best is yet to come.  

The same is true for the temple.  


They were already half way done with the temple 



when this vision happened.  


So we are hearing 



that there will be an even better temple to come.  




Good news for those who desired the grandeur of the original temple.

