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Law and Gospel
“. . . the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous
will live by faith.’”
Romans 1:17
We just finished a Confirmation class on “The Human Condition,” where we look at the story of Adam and
Eve in Genesis 3. This is the tale of the first sin, when they disobeyed God’s order not to eat of the fruit of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. They were kicked out of the Garden of Eden as a result. This
story of “The Fall” is meant to explain why we are disobedient toward God. It is part of our human nature to
cause division between ourselves and with God. Our “human condition” is our very human tendency to sin.
We can’t get away from it.
So God gave us the law as our standard of conduct, based on the 10 Commandments. Keep the law, and
we will be righteous before God. But keeping all of the law is impossible. In our confirmation class, we all
had stories of when we were disobedient. When we are caught disobeying the law, we faced the consequences. If we are disobedient toward God, we can expect that God will be unhappy and we will face punishment. This is the very thought that plagued Martin Luther as a young man. He was aware of his inability
to keep the law, and was dreading the punishment that he thought he deserved – eternal condemnation
after death. This drove him to despair.

It was while he studied the Bible that he discovered the truth about our relationship with God. While God
might be unhappy with our conduct, God also provided a way of forgiveness. Luther discovered this when
he studied the book of Romans and came upon verse 1:17 above. He realized we are made right before
God with our faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus led a life without sin, so his death became that perfect sacrifice on
our behalf. Through the cross, the shackles of sin are broken so we have no fear of punishment. As Luther
later wrote, “I felt myself to be reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise. The whole of
Scripture took on a new meaning. . . . This passage of Paul became to me a gate to heaven . . .”
Yes, we cannot help but sin. As St. Paul writes, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.” (Romans 3:23) It is our “human condition.” But as Luther also put it, “Be a sinner and sin boldly, but
believe and rejoice in Christ even more boldly.” This is the gospel message, and the core belief of our Lutheran faith. This trust in God’s grace is what sets Lutherans apart from other Christian denominations. It
is what we celebrate on Reformation Weekend, on October 26th and 27th of this year. This is the time
when we confirm our young people with their Affirmation of Baptism. It is the time they confess their faith
for themselves. It is this truth that we confess as a church every worship service. It is what we remember
every time we take Holy Communion. The law condemns us, but our faith sets us free. Thanks be to God!
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Sunday, August 11, 2019
Present: Rita Gustafson, Darlene Hann, Suzanne Hann, Jim Kernan, Ben Klocke, Becky Leuck,
Miranda Luder, Steve Morford, Nancy Patterson
Absent: Stephanie Elliott, Rick Jones, Pastor Randy Willers
Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 11:30 a.m. by President Steve Morford
Minutes: Jim Kernan moved that we accept the minutes from the July meeting as written. Miranda Luder seconded. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Nancy Patterson reported that the budget is doing fairly well. Giving for
the month is down, but July is always low. So, though the month was in the red, our year to date
budget is in the positive. We have currently paid back half of what was borrowed from Endowment,
and the bills are all paid to date. We expect an increase in giving once the program year begins. .
Old Business: Jim Kernan gave an update on the Personnel Committee, which currently consists of Nancy Patterson, Jon Gustafson, Marti Kernan, Linda Davidson, and Monica Luder. A request
has been made to Stephanie Cramer to join the committee, but no answer as yet.
Emily Flippo will serve as nursery attendant indefinitely as a fill-in person until a new person can be
hired.
Wayne Thompson from the Nominating Committee has asked for a list of positions that will need to
be filled so that he can begin working on finding those people.
Steve Morford mentioned that we had an architectural engineer from Shive Hattery do an building
envelope inspection. We will get a report in time for the next meeting. The original quote for this inspection was $3500, but because of the amount of time between the original bid and the actual inspection, the cost was approximately 3% higher.
When we get the report, Steve plans on asking the Council to refer this project to the Long Range
Planning Committee to determine what needs to be done, in what order, and how do we pay for it.
This will be a 5-year plan.
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New Business: Jim Kernan reported that the Social Committee will begin a program called
Salem Nights, aimed at finding events for members middle aged and younger. This will be different
that Evergreens.

Stewardship

Youth Report: Ben Klocke gave a report on the activities of the youth over the summer. VBS
was a huge success with 96 campers and 27 crew members. Upcoming events include the CROP
Walk (October 6), the XStream Cleanup, and Trunk or Treat (on Sunday, October 27).
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Meeting Planning: The next meeting will be September 8, immediately following service. Darlene Hann will provide the meal. Other meal assignments include: October – Becky Leuck, November – Nancy Patterson, December – Jim Kernan, January – Rita Gustafson, May – Miranda Luder,
We still need volunteers for February, March and April.
Adjournment: Miranda Luder moved that we adjourn the meeting at 11:56 a.m. Nancy Patterson seconded. The motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,
Rita Gustafson, Secretary

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
YTD as of 8/31/19

ATTENDANCE FOR SEPTEMBER
5 PM

Aug.31/Sept.1
September 7/8
September 14/15
September 21/22
Avg. of all services

21
25
20
25
23

10 AM

52
55
72
64
61

Total

73
80
92
89
84

Income

$150,353

Expenses

$146,468

Difference

$3885

MARILYN HOLLIDAY by Jim & Marti Kernan, June Piff, Cathy Bigelow, Don & Claudette
Swensson.
LINDA LENTZ by Stephanie & Kelin Soliz, Linda Wilkinson, Tom & Doris Swinburn, Dennis &
Karen Fowler, Dick Lohnes, Nancy Hanson, Diane Mahoski, David & Susan Burke, Sue Nelson,
Tom Domino, Linda Bjurstrom, Jayne Baker, Deb McBride, Barbara Youngberg, Betty Miller, Al &
Christy Hunt, Jim & Linda Parry, Rita Chelstrom, Lonna Bostic, Shirley Lankfordt & Theresa Dannefeldt, Nancy Clark, Bob & Jean Strickfaden, Hedy Mahoney, Marilyn Seibert, Dick & Ginny Duewel,
Donna Begley, Sally Meier, Cathy & Larry Bigelow, Carol Simpson, Alice Quayle, Mary Brewer, Kara
(Pierce) Birlew, Sandy Spence, Janet Eilers, Stan & Amy Roman, Phil & Gina Pepple, Melissa & Bill
Franey, Sally Lentz, Betsy Rinehart, Michele Larson, Mary Rizzolo, Jim & Marti Kernan, Jens & Judy
Reheder, John & Linda Peterson, Roy & Jan Gustafson, Janelle & Rebecca Lentz, Lori Johnson,
Mary Mulvihill, Marlene Scavuzzo, Judy Smith, Steve & Mary Ann Harvey, Cynthia Teague, Gail
Ohman, Mary Brewers, James & Becky Kron, Darlene Hann, Arlene & Darrell Johnson, Margie Hulsbrink, Bob & Nadyne Stockhecke, Suzanne Gerhardt, Pete & Linda Davidson, Elaine Lestar, Kathy
Dies, Marcella Johnson, Harlan & Beverly Flairty.

Thank you to everyone who attended the ice cream social supporting the Willard School
Birthday Book Project. Thank you to those who donated pies and cakes, and who
worked with the preparations, serving and cleanup. The social was very successful, raising $652 for the project.
The Salem-Willard Ice Cream Social Committee

UPCOMING EVENTS
CROP WALK
CROP Walk Service Project for all ages, October 6th, 2:00 PM
Get ready to put your heart and “soles” into action. On Sunday, October 6th the Quad Cities will join 2,000 other communities to fight
hunger at home and worldwide in the 50th annual CROP Walk. You
can walk 6feet or 6miles. Our team needs walkers then signing up
family, friends, and neighbors to walk. Or, if you can’t join us for the
walk, sponsor a Salem member who is walking. See Becky Leuck or
Sally Patterson for more details.

TRUNK OR TREAT!
Trunk or Treat! Sunday, October 27, 6:00PM. TRUNKS ARE NEEDED!! Young
and old are welcome at this event! Decorate your trunk and pass out candy or just
come for the candy! Awards will be handed out for the scariest, the most interactive
and the most heavenly trunks. There will be a parade of costumes at 6:00pm and Trunk or Treat
will be from 6-7PM (Have your trunk ready to go by 5:45). If you don’t have your own vehicle, decorate your lawn chairs or a table and pass out candy to the kids. In case of rain, we will set up in
the Auditorium. Any questions please call Becky VanErstvelde at (309)738-9573. **Please let us
know if you will be decorating a trunk.

SALEM’S UKULELE GROUP
Salem's ukulele group will start meeting Wednesday nights beginning
October 9th at 5:30pm. All ages and all levels welcome! We learn and
practice several songs to play during the worship service. Come to as
many practices as you are able. See Chris Castle or Sally Patterson
with questions.

CHILI LUNCH & BAKE SALE
On October 20th, please join us following the worship service for a Chili Lunch and Bake Sale to
benefit the Parish Nurse Program at Salem. This
is sponsored by the Salem Health and Wellness
Committee. Sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

YOUTH
Wednesday Nights at Salem
Teen Drop In (6:00-8:00PM) – 7th grade & Up. Laid back, come as
you are, environment to play games, ping pong, and just hang out with
friends. Confirmation Class begins at 7PM.
**Please Note: There will be no Drop-In on October 2nd and 9th.

Confirmation Sunday
On October 27th, Selah Jaggers, Alison Locander and Kassandra
Miller will be confirmed during the 10:00AM worship service.
Please come to congratulate these young people on this important
event in their lives.

BEGINNER’S Ukulele Group
A beginner ukulele group will meet Monday nights in the Music
Room beginning October 7th at 5:30pm. We will learn a few
chords and practice several songs to play during the worship service. Come to as many practices as you are able. See Sally Patterson with questions.

Have you ever noticed someone entering Salem looking confused as to where they
need to go? There are steps going up, steps going down, and the elevator just within
our doors. If you do see this in the future, please introduce yourself and ask if you
could help them get to the area where they need to be. Likewise, if you are seated
in the Sanctuary near someone you don’t know, be it someone you have seen often
at service or a visitor, introduce yourself after services. Welcome them if they are visiting. As members, Salem is our home and our family. Salem’s mission statement is:
Sharing Christ’s peace through welcoming, nurturing, serving, and praising. A good
way to keep the members we have already and possibly add to our Salem family is to
be welcoming.
~ The Witness Committee

SUNDAY SCHOOL & QUESTERS ANNOUNCEMENT
REMEMBER: Sunday School starts at 8:45am and ends at 9:45am.
Beginners Department (0-4 yrs.) is full of energy!
Children 0-4 yrs. meet in the Nursery from 8:45-9:45. We learn while we play!
Elementary Sunday School Department (ages 5 thru 6th grade). Join us in the 1st Floor
music room for fun, hands-on learning each week. In Oct as we finish up making our Keep Calm
and Shine on shirts on Oct. 6th. Then join us the rest of the month as we learn through foods,
crafts, and hands-on lessons about Zacchaeus.
Jr. High/High School SUNDAY'S COOL! (7th thru 12th grade). Come for a great time of fellowship and hands-on learning of God's word. This age group meets in the Youth Room.
Adult Sunday School will continue our entertaining look at what it means to be Lutheran
through, “The Lutheran Course.”

Students to Receive Bibles on October 6th. Salem Sunday School will be giving Bibles to
Sunday School students entering Elementary Department (age 5), 3rd grade, and Confirmation.
Bibles will be age appropriate. Pastor Randy will bless the Bibles and distribute them as part of
the 10:00AM service on October 6th.

Questers Announcement
On October 10th, Salem will be the site of a non-church-related event, The 51st Annual Illinois State
Questers Convention. Salem member Kathy Hotchkiss is the current state president and also is serving
as the convention chair. The Questers is a private, non-profit international organization dedicated to the
goal of preserving and restoring the past for the benefit of the future. Members love history, collecting,
and educating ourselves and others.
Kathy says: “Our local Questers chapter will be setting up the fellowship hall for the convention on

Tuesday, October 8th. We are anticipating that there could be 75-100 members in attendance, so if you
see a full parking lot on October 10th, that is why! I would ask that if you need to come into the church
on that day, you would please use the front entrance to minimize interruptions to the programs going
on. After our luncheon that day we will be moving the group to the Butterworth Center, but I will not be
able to arrange for everything to be put back in place until the next day. I very much appreciate that we
are able to use Salem’s facilities for this event, and that my Serenity Circle sisters have agreed to help
serve our morning coffee also. Thank you all so much!”

FROM THE PARISH NURSE
LIFESTYLE CHANGES TO PREVENT STROKE
You can do plenty to make your heart and blood vessels healthy, even if you have had a stroke. A
healthy lifestyle plays a big part in decreasing your risk for disability and death from stroke and
heart attack.
YOU CAN MAKE YOUR LIFESTYLE HEALTHIER!
* Don’t smoke, and avoid second-hand smoke.
* Improve your eating habits: eat foods low in saturated fat, trans fat, sodium, and added sugars.
* Take your medications as ordered.
* Be physically active. Even if you can’t go for long walks, hold on to a counter and walk in place.
* Work with your doctor or nurse to help keep your blood pressure within normal limits, 120/80 or
less. High b/p is 140/80. Hypertensive crisis is when the upper number reads higher than 180 and
the lower number reads higher than 120.
* Reach and maintain a healthy weight for your height.
* Decrease your stress level. Some days this can be tough. But, ask the Lord to help you get
through the day and you will make it.
* Seek emotional support when it is needed. Pastor and I are here when needed and a good
friend is always helpful.
* Have regular medical checkups. If not satisfied with medical care, get another medical opinion.
HOW TO CHANGE YOUR EATING HABITS!
* If you are having trouble with your diet, ask your doctor for a nutritionist to help and then stick to
it.
* Be aware of your special needs, especially if you have high blood pressure, high cholesterol, or
diabetes. Some fad diets may not pay attention to your specific needs, so be careful.
* Avoid foods like fatty meats, butter, and cream which are high in saturated fat.
* Eat moderate amounts of food and cut down on saturated fat, trans fat, sugar, and salt.
* Bake, broil, roast and boiled food is best. But if you want to fry, use a small amount of olive oil.
* Read nutrition labels on packaged meals. Many are very high in sodium.
* Limit alcohol to one drink for women, two for men.
* Eat more fruit, vegetables, whole-grains, beans, fish, poultry, and lean meats.
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY!
* If you have a chronic medial condition such as heart failure, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), etc. check with your doctor before you start. A Physical Therapist can be called in
to help you.
* Start slowly and build up to at least 150 minutes of moderate physical activity a week or you can
do 75 minutes of vigorous intensity physical activity or a combination of the two.
* Look for even small chances to be more active. For example, park further away from the entrance of a store, walk the steps instead of using the elevator. The hospital stairs can be a real
challenge!
REMEMBER IT IS EASIER TO PREVENT SOME OF THE HEALTH PROBLEMS YOU CAN
DEVELOP BY LIVING A HEALTHY LIFE, AND THAT INCLUDES HAVING THE LOVE OF GOD
IN YOUR LIFE.
Melody, Parish Nurse

FROM THE GREEN TEAM
GOOD NEWS FOR BEES and STRAWBERRIES!
by Lucy Sherriff
An organic pesticide recently approved by the EPA and intended to help ease the decline of the
bee population in the U.S. will be delivered in a novel way - by bees themselves as they alight on
field and flower! The fungicide Clonostachys rosea CR-7, also known as Vectorite, was created
by Bee Vectoring Technologies in Canada for use on "high value" crops, such as strawberries,
blueberries, almonds and sunflowers and is set to be rolled out this fall. Beekeepers in the U.S.
have reported a nearly 41 percent loss of their honey bee colonies over the past year, with winter
losses the highest ever recorded. Some crops, including blueberries and cherries, are 90 percent
dependent on honey bee pollination. Other bee-dependent crops range from carrots and tomatoes to onions and broccoli.
Honey bees pollinate $15 billion in food crops in the U.S. every year. Worldwide, three out of
four crops across the globe that provide food for humans depend on pollinators. The decline of
bees has been linked to pesticides, and agricultural land is now 48 times more toxic to them than
it was 25 years ago. In 2017, scientists were "alarmed" to discover fungicides, a type of pesticide
targeted at mold, are one of the strongest factors linked to steep declines in bumble bees across
the U.S. The EPA was recently sued by environmental justice group Earthjustice after the government agency expanded the uses of "highly toxic" pesticide sulfoxaflor.
The complete article is on the Green GOOD NEWS FOR BEES and STRAWBERRIES!
by Lucy Sherriff.

SALEM NIGHTS. There’s a new fellowship group at Salem, and they’re coming to you at night!
“Salem Nights” is a group of folks who like to get together in the evening hours for fun and fellowship. Their first activity will be on Thursday, October 24th at The Tangled Wood in Bettendorf
(around 5:30ish). Come unwind from the day’s stresses and relax with good food, and even better
conversation. This is a time to re-connect with old friends and make some new ones as well.
If you’re looking for something a little bit different from your Church experience and have some
free evenings then this group is for you. Please call Jim Kernan at (309) 716-9531 or Chris Castle
at (309) 764-2612 for more information or any questions you may have. Let’s have some fun at
night!

PICTURES

The Monarch Butterflies love us, thanks to Rene
Morford and her fabulous Green Team!

Salem Evergreens (Adult social group ) enjoyed a tasty
lunch followed by a “sweet”’program about Country
Style Ice Cream by owner Kent Kindelsperger. (Yes,
he brought free ice cream!)

Salem celebrated the Baptism of Hadley
Lane Maertens during worship this morning. Congratulations and blessings!
The Salem-Willard Ice Cream Social Fundraiser
was a success! Thanks to all who came to support this program.
Salem’s Sunday
school started back
up again ! We are
learning about shining God's light
through games,
crafts, and snacks.

The Confirmation Class began their year with an
introduction to the Bible and acolyte practice. (We
were missing 2 confirmands)

Sun

Mon

Tue
1
10:00 Staff
Meeting

Wed
2
6:00pm Confirmation Class :
Home Communion visits

Thu
3
8:00 Maintenance Crew

Fri

Sat

4
9:30 Green Team
Gardening

5
5:00 Worship

11
9:30 Green Team
Gardening

12
5:00 Worship

18

19
Chili Lunch &
Bake Sale SetUp

12noon Pastor’s
Text Study
6:00pm Worship
Committee

6
10:00 Worship

7
1:00pm Serenity
Circle @ Salem

8
9:30 Polka
Band

9
5:30pm Salem
Uke Group

5:30pm Beginning Uke Group
13
8:45 Sunday
School

14

8:45 Adult Sunday School

8am Questers
Convention
15
10:00 Staff
Meeting

16
5:30pm Salem
Uke Group

17
8:00 Maintenance Crew

12noon Evergreens

6:00pm Youth
Drop-In

12noon Pastor’s
Text Study

10:00 Worship
21

27 Confirmation
Sunday

28

*6:00pm Trunk or
Treat

5:00 Worship

7:00pm Confirmation Class

20
*8:45 Adult Sunday School
*8:45 Sunday
School
*10:00 Worship
* Chili Lunch for
Health & Wellness

*8:45 Adult Sunday School
*8:45 Sunday
School
*10:00 Worship

10
8:00 Maintenance Crew
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22
9:30 Polka
Band

23
5:30pm Salem
Uke Group

24
8:00 Maintenance Crew

10:00 Staff
Meeting

6:00pm Youth
Drop-In

12noon Pastor’s
Text Study

11:00 Support
Group

7:00pm Confirmation Class

29
10:00 Staff
Meeting

30
6:00pm Youth
Drop-In

31

7:00pm Confirmation Class

8:00 Maintenance Crew
12noon Pastor’s
Text Study

25
6:00 Potter Wedding

26
3:00 Potter
Wedding
5:00 Worship
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Cathy Bigelow/Jim
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Rene RobinsonMorford
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Marlea Clark 10/1

Marilyn Boyle 10/19

Steve Morford 10/1

Julie McCurdy10/20

John Anderson 10/3

Susan Ketelaar 10/20

Audee Porter 10/3

Sarah Perez 10/20

Julie Smith 10/3

Debra Holliday 10/21

Madison Woodward 10/4

Audrey Skoglund 10/22

Jennifer Garnant 10/5

Bonnie Yuvan 10/23

Shirley Mital 10/7

James Kernan 10/24

Parrish Gustafson 10/10

Quinn Wiley 10/24

Amy Hillyer 10/10

Quinten Smith 10/28

Andrew Anselmi 10/13

Bob Castle 10/28

Lauren Sikes 10/13

Leah Michel 10/31

Joanne Halverson 10/17
Mia Hillyer 10/17
William Lartz 10/18

Rita Gustafson

Darlene Hann

Pastor Randy Willers
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Change Service Requested
Saturday 5:00 pm
Worship with Communion
Sunday 10:00 AM
Worship with Communion
Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Rev. Dr. Randy Willers
309-292-0881
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Evergreens (Salem’s senior fellowship group) will be meeting at Salem on Tuesday, October 15th, at 12noon. The Octoberfest menu includes
Brats, Sauerkraut, German Potato Salad, and dessert for $8.00. The tentative
program is planned to be given by Trevor Hardware, pending confirmation.

Fellowship

12

Naomi Circle: will meet on Tuesday, October 8th, 1:30pm at the
home of Patti Tollerud.
Serenity Circle: will meet on Monday, October 7th, 1:00pm at
Salem. Karen Ege will serve as hostess.

