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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
Employment - Veterans Preference
By: Brad Anderson
This week's article is about a state benefit
that may assist a Veteran during the hiring
process. First and foremost, I am not a legal
professional and am in no way providing
legal counsel. Minnesota Statute 197.455
Veterans Preference Applied “governs
preference of a Veteran under the civil
service laws, charter provisions, ordinances,
rules or regulations of a county, home rule
charter or statutory city, town, school district, or other municipality or political
subdivision of this state”.
In a previous article, I described and
defined what or who is a Veteran. Minnesota
Statute 197.447, in part, defines a Veteran as
someone separated under honorable conditions, 181 consecutive days active duty or
by reason of disability, or who met federal
minimum active duty requirement. If you
are a Veteran by the Minnesota definition,
then you are eligible for Veterans Preference
credit points when applying for eligible
employment positions.
MN Statute 197.455 states the following,
“Nondisabled Veteran's credit. There shall

be added to the competitive open examination rating of a nondisabled veteran, who so
elects, a credit of ten points provided that
the veteran obtained a passing rating on the
examination without the addition of the
credit points. Disabled veteran's credit.
There shall be added to the competitive open
examination rating of a disabled veteran,
who so elects, a credit of 15 points provided
that the veteran obtained a passing rating on
the examination without the addition of the
credit points. Disabled veteran; definitions.
For the purpose of the preference to be used
in securing appointment from a competitive
open examination, "disabled veteran" means
a person who has a compensable serviceconnected disability as adjudicated by the
United States Veterans Administration, or by
the retirement board of one of the several
branches of the armed forces, which disability is existing at the time preference is
claimed. Preference for spouses. A preference available pursuant to this section may
be used by the surviving spouse of a deceased veteran and by the spouse of a
disabled veteran who because of the disability is unable to qualify.”.

Simply put, Veterans do not forget to
check the applicable box/es to ensure you
receive preference credit points. You will
also need to provide a copy of your DD-214
and your VA summary of benefits letter, if
applicable.
Brad Anderson is the Lake County Veterans
Service Officer and can be reached at
218.834.8326, or cvso@co.lake.mn.us
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