
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Worship
Sunday, May 3, 2020 – Fourth Sunday of Easter

Prelude - The King of Love My Shepherd Is setting by David Cherwien

GATHERING

Gathering Hymn - My Shepherd, You Supply My Need 782

We gather in the name of the Father ^ and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

THIS IS THE FEAST

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
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This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
Alleluia.

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Let us pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death.
Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your
house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of
Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in
worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough.
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers.
  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All
who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their
number those who were being saved.

Psalm Hymn - Shepherd Me, O God 780

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection,
or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God,
particularly amid adversity.
19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure
when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and
suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered
for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.
 22“He committed no sin,
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted
himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free
from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
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Gospel: John 10:1-10
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those
who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.
[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in
by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name
and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow
him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because
they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.
  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before
me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me
will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

Sermon

Hymn of the Day - The King of Love My Shepherd Is 502

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of your church. Enrich the work of
teachers, professors, mentors, advisors, and faculty at colleges, seminaries, and learning sites. Lord, in
your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Creating God, we praise you for those who maintain and operate farm equipment, for those who plant
and harvest crops, for local farmers’ markets, and for those involved in agriculture of any kind.
Strengthen their hands as they feed the world. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return to your paths of righteousness and
inspire our leaders to walk in your ways, so that all may have the opportunity to live abundantly and
sustainably. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Comforting God, you carry us tenderly. We pray for those who walk through dark valleys
overshadowed by anxiety and overwhelmed with suffering Lord, in your mercy, especially Audrey,
Barbara, Jan, Johanna, Tony, Sonja, Charlie, JoAnn, Leon, Judy, Janet, Carol, Jim, Joyce, Barbara,
Ida, Debbie, Larry, Blanche, Leslie, Jim, Kaaren, and all those we name now in our hearts or on our
lips. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry. Bless advocacy work, food pantries, and feeding
ministries in our congregations. May none of our neighbors lack for basic needs. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice; you have called them by name and guided them
to your side in death. We thank you for their lives of faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal
care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

Great Thanksgiving
Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

4



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of powe’r and might; Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth,
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the
mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us,
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Come to the banquet for all is ready.

Communion will be available in the church parking lot Sunday, from 10 to 11 am.

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE YOUR CAR. WE WILL COME TO YOU AND DELIVER A
WAFER AND WINE OR GRAPE JUICE. IT WILL BE SERVED TO YOU IN A FOAM
BOWL. PLEASE TAKE THE ELEMENTS AND DISTRIBUTE AMONG THOSE IN YOUR
VEHICLE AND THEN DISPOSE OF THE CUPS AND BOWL WHEN YOU GET HOME.

Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. Through this meal you
have opened us to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn
your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn - All People That on Earth Do Dwell 883

Postlude - Now Let Us God Be Blessing (Nun Lasst Uns Gott, Dem Herren)
setting by Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27001.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-721914
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Prayer of the Church (Members):  Audrey Pearson, Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Johanna
Nikitscher, Tony Perrotte, Sonja and Charlie Bock, JoAnn and Leon Bowman, Judy Schlegel, Janet
Ravert, Carol and Jim Sackett,  Joyce Veazey, Barbara Anderson, Ida Elliott, Debbie Fullbright, Larry
Jenkins, Blanche Bragg, Leslie Johnson, Jim Klausman, Kaaren Johanson

Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time - drop a note in the
offering plate, email staff, or call the office.

Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews [Tony’s mother], Robert Meissner [Tony’s uncle],
and Dian and Gina Piazza [friends] (by Tony and Penni Perrotte); Byron Franzen (brother of David
Franzen), Laura and Mike Smith (sister and her husband by Carol Sackett), Laura Williams (friend of
Amanda Anderson), Bill Lopatta (uncle of Amanda Anderson), Jane L (friend of Robin Winfree), JoAnn
Sackett (daughter-in-law of Carol and Jim Sackett), Kate Genaitis, Tim and Sue Williams (friends of
the Foremans), Phillip Idom & Warner Ettinger (friends of the Perrotte’s), Pamela Kildahl (sister of
Wendy Waugh), Tom and Mary Jakubus (friend of Deb Tabert), Sara Russell (sister of Anna Snyder),
Susan Freeman, her husband Don and daughter Emma (by Joan Pepper), Sayge Lindsay (grandson of
Alta Lindsay), Tristan and Hailey Hunter (relatives of Deb Tabert), Cary Grant (friend of Greg and
Jeanna Hudgins), Lydia Taylor (cousin of Bee Ellertson), Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy Anderson),
Donore Lantz (friend of Judy Schlegel), MJ Chevalier (sister of Marcy Brown), Bob and Ellie DeVries,
Lenore Carnes (aunt of Pat Casper), Roketta Hudgins (mother of Greg Hudgins), Al Deardorff (cousin-
in-law of Marlene Coulter), LeRoy Farmer (cousin of Marlene Coulter), Gary Reed (friend of Robin
Winfree), Michele and Matthew [mother and baby] (relatives of Pat Casper), Sally Midyette (mother

of Kathy Anderson),  Jacki and Steven and daughters (friends of Joan Pepper), Ron Blackwell (cousin
of Pat Casper), Lenore Carnes (aunt of Pat Casper), Zach Maier (cousin of Kathy Anderson)

St. Paul’s Readers – Even during these times everyone is encouraged to continue to read the book
selection each month. Plans are in the works to accommodate discussing all selections when the
group resumes meeting.
April: How Starbucks Changed My Life by Michael Gil
May: The Tatooist of Auschwitz: A Novel by Heather Morris

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES April 19, 26 and May 3 
You are invited to join other members of St. Paul's in a Zoom meeting on Sunday afternoons from
2:30 to 3:30. Imam Abdul Waheed, Muslim chaplain to Duke University students, will be teaching us
about the role of holy scripture in Islamic faith life. Each class will have time for questions and
discussion. We hope you will be able to join us as we learn and grow in understanding.

Topic: St. Paul's Sunday School 
Time: This is a recurring meeting 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/2333662200 
Meeting ID: 233 366 2200 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,2333662200# US (Chicago) 
+19292056099,,2333662200# US (New York) 
Dial by your location 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
+1 253 215 8782 US 
+1 301 715 8592 US 
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+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 233 366 2200 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/adZqnSXSTu 

If you need any technical advice about Zoom, and how to connect, feel free to contact Bee
Ellertson, bellertson@icloud.com, 919-451-4801.

Pour a cup of tea or coffee and join the Pastor and Vicar for Coffee Hour on Mondays on
Zoom from 10-11. We are looking forward to seeing you, chatting, and catching up. Here is the info:
Topic: Coffee Hour with the Pastor and Vicar
Time: Apr 20, 2020 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
    Every week on Mon, until Jun 1, 2020, 7 occurrence(s)
    May 4, 2020 10:00 AM
    May 11, 2020 10:00 AM
    May 18, 2020 10:00 AM
    May 25, 2020 10:00 AM
    Jun 1, 2020 10:00 AM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/91351103753?pwd=WVVCRlgrSUhhLzJWN3pPYnlyL25LZz09
Meeting ID: 913 5110 3753
Password: 292680

Food Items Needed
St. Joseph's Episcopal Church has long served community breakfasts, and in the midst of the COVID-
19 pandemic, is handing out to-go breakfasts and lunches to food-insecure neighbors. They are
requesting extra assistance from other local churches to meet the increased essential needs for
meals. The following items are needed on an ongoing-basis: small bags of chips, peanut butter and
jelly, granola bars, small water bottles, sandwich-size and gallon-size ziplock  bags, individually-
wrapped meat snacks, individual coffee creamers, to-go coffee cups with lids, individual packets of
sugar, salt, and pepper. Items can be dropped off at St. Joseph's (1902 W Main St) on M/W/F
mornings between 7:30-8:30 am, or email Pastor Ali to arrange a pick-up. If you have any questions,
let Pastor Ali know (ahw22@duke.edu). Thank you!

Virtual Food Drive for Urban Ministries
As you spend your days homebound by the Corona virus, you may be wondering what you can do to
help our community. As you may know, St. Paul’s has long been associated with the Urban Ministries
of Durham. We help them via our Community Café volunteers, our food drives and clothing drives as
well as financial contributions. UMD is like all facilities who help the homeless and other financially
challenged individuals and families. Their importance to the community has increased as the financial
crisis has grown.

To be able to help Urban Ministries serve our community, we are going to ask you to
participate in a virtual food drive. It must be virtual since many of us are avoiding grocery stores right
now. Also, a virtual food drive collecting money will give the UMD the opportunity to purchase what
they need most.

Please either bring to church (when you come for communion) OR mail to the church your
generous check made out to St. Paul’s. Please write Urban Ministries in the memo line. We will send
them one collective check to help them allay some of their expenses which have increased lately. This
is one way you can help the Durham community through this crisis. We will be doing this until May
11. Share the spirit of Easter through your generous gifts!
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