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Dear Church Family,
August is often a time when churches begin to shake oﬀ the summer respite and begin to make plans
for a blessed and busy fall. I think Westminster fits that pattern. I have already been involved in a
few impromptu conversations around here about when various studies, mission projects,
worship services and church meals might happen in the months ahead. Of course, that’s just
talk. The real work will very soon begin as those informal conversations become committee
conversations.
That means August is a great time for you to join a church committee. Maybe you have
been thinking about being a bit more involved? Maybe there is something you are interested
in working on around the church? Maybe you have a talent or gift that you have been
wondering about how you might share it? Serving on a committee might be just the
thing. Below you will find a list of committees and a few key church leaders you might
contact if you have an interest in becoming a part of what they do. Don’t be shy about
reaching out to them. They will be glad to hear from you. The same goes for me!
Yours in Christ,

Christopher

Montreat Youth Conference
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The lazy, hazy days of summer are dwindling, which means
that momentum is building toward increased activity as a
new school/church year begins. During these quieter months
of summer, Westminster’s Presbyterian Women have some
accomplishments to report. In June, plaques purchased by
PW were installed in the hallway outside the Breadbasket
rooms. Several members attended the AL/MS Conference in
Jackson at Briarwood Presbyterian Church. In July, PW
hosted a baby shower for Betsy McDaniel and provided a
meal for the Suttle family following the memorial service for
Margaret. Members of PW assisted with and attended a
graduation ceremony for the Christian Women and Men’s
Job Corps in Montague Hall. In August, an updated yearbook
will be published and distributed. Two of our members, Jean
Herring and Martha Ann Hogrefe will attend the Church Wide
Gathering of PW in Louisville, KY. So you see, our members
remain quite active through the summer months.
Remember that all women who attend Westminster are automatically considered members of Presbyterian
Women. As we prepare to start a new year in our organization, we hope you will take advantage of opportunities
for spiritual growth and service as we seek to fulfill our purpose “to build an inclusive, caring community of
women that strengthens the PCUSA and witnesses to the promise of God’s Kingdom.”
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As we plunge into fall and all that it brings, Chancel
Choir members are preparing to return to the choir
loft. After a well-deserved summer vacation, we
will resume weekly rehearsals on Wednesday,
August 15. Until then you'll be treated to
anthems featuring talented members of our
choir and congregation. August special music
will feature Matthew Gretz, Kaitlin Walley, and
the talented young men of the Creel family.
Each fall we welcome university students to our choir as scholarship singers. We could not prepare the high-quality
anthems we sing in worship without their help. Some scholarship singers have continued to worship with us after
graduation, joined Westminster, married in our sanctuary, and become leaders in our congregation. The scholarship
program allows us to minster to those students, oﬀer them a church home-away-from-home, and nurture their spiritual
and educational development. I am thankful that our church leadership sees this ministry as a valuable part of our mission.
In the September newsletter, look for photos and bios of our new singers so you can recognize them and welcome them.

September will welcome the return of 🎵 🎵 🎵 SECOND SUNDAY SINGERS🎵 🎵 🎵
Each month in the fall, you will have the chance to try out the choir in a no-pressure, no-obligation, one-week adventure.
The first Wednesday night of each month there is a short choir rehearsal. We invite ANYONE who wants to attend. We
rehearse an easy anthem that can be prepared in 30 minutes. The next Sunday we don't wear choir robes, because the
Second Sunday Singers oﬀer the anthem that day. Do you love singing but don't have much experience with choirs? Like
to sing but don't have the time to commit to every week? Curious about what we do? You are welcome!! No experience
necessary. We just want to spread the joy of singing to more members of our congregation. The first rehearsal is on
September 5. See you there!

Eric and Karen Reidenbach have oﬃcially started their new roles as Co-Moderators for the El Salvador (ES) network. This
is a volunteer “position” that helps with communication among the other churches that have systems in ES and the Living
Waters Administrative Team. Responsibilities also include managing the ES annual operating budget, moderating monthly
conference calls, and reporting activities from network partners. They, along with moderators for the other countries with
systems, will also attend quarterly “Field Operations” meetings in Franklin, TN. This quarter’s meeting is July 26.
Eric has been asked to serve on the LWW Education Committee and is excited about a new children’s activity book that
he and our In-Country Coordinator, Denis Evangelista, are working on. We can’t wait to share the finished product with
other moderators and with our WPC church family.
Additionally, Eric has been in conversation with Steve Young, LWW Executive Director, about seeking grant
opportunities. As you all know, this is an expensive mission that’s represented in 11 networked countries. Eric’s
background with working as a consultant to large corporations and as a faculty member made him the perfect target for
additional responsibilities. Either that or he’s seeking refuge from Karen’s recent retirement.
Following the Field Ops meeting in Franklin, TN, the 1st Annual Sharing Summit will be held July 26 and 27. Dave Daves
and the Reidenbachs will attend and are looking forward to seeing Hardie Frankel (Leland Presbyterian) and Tom Ritter
(Trinity Presbyterian of Starkville) and to meeting counterparts from across the US. The time together will be spent sharing
successes, struggles, and in prayerful fellowship for the sustainability of the mission.
We and the LWW partners covet your continued prayers for the mission dedicated to ensuring clean water is available for
all God’s children.
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AUGUST CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
5:30 PM POTLUCK
6:00 PM Youth
Summer Report

2
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM ShareCare

3

4

7
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

8
**NO WEDNESDAY
ACTIVITIES**

9
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

10

11

5
COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship

6

12
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Diaconate

13

14
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

15
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir

16
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney's

17

18
10:30—2:00 PM
BLOOD DRIVE

19
RALLY DAY
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Session
11:30 AM New
Beginnings Cookout
with Youth
5:00 PM Adult
Coookout

20

21
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

22
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir

23
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

24

25

26
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship

27

28
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

29
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir

30
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

31
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