GRADUATION SUNDAY IS MAY 19TH
On Sunday, May 19th, we will be honoring our graduating high school seniors as part of St. Paul’s annual
Graduation Sunday. If you know of someone from our
church who will be graduating from college, or some
type of higher degree program, please let the church
office know so that those graduates can be included in
the bulletin. Thank you!
2019 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Many of you have been asking about Vacation Bible
School 2019. We are joining hands and participating
with the Memorial Presbyterian Church this year. The
theme for this year’s VBS is “ROAR! Life is wild. God
is good.” Vacation Bible School will be held Monday,
June 10th through Thursday, June 13th from 9:00 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. at the Memorial Presbyterian Church.
Children ages 4 years old through those completing 5th
grade this spring are invited to attend. To secure a tshirt, you must turn in the registration form along with
$5.00 by May 26th to the Memorial Presbyterian
Church office. Registration forms will be accepted,
however, up to the first day of Bible School, if you
choose not to pay for a t-shirt. We are also looking for
volunteers of all ages! Youth can get involved by being
crew leaders (helping the children to get to and from
their stations). Adults can serve as station leaders
(Bible, snacks, music, games, etc.) If you are available
to volunteer for VBS from June 10th-13th, please contact the Memorial Presbyterian Church office at 2252637 or talk with Pastor Cris. Let’s get our church family actively involved with VBS 2019! Thanks!
-Pastor Cris
2019 IOWA UNITED METHODIST CAMPS
BEST. WEEK. EVER. Summer is just around the corner, and that means summer camps for our youth!
Campers will have a terrific time making new friends,
growing in faith, and participating in lots of fun and
exciting adventures. Brochures for the Iowa United
Methodist Camps are available in the church office.
Additionally, information can be found at this website:
www.OkobojiCamp.com.
FLOWERS FOR THE COMMUNION TABLE
If you would like to furnish flowers for either June 30th
or July 28th, please give Meribeth a call in the church
office (225-3955). Thank you very much!

OUR SHARED MINISTRY
LITURGISTS FOR MAY
May 5
John O’Connor
May 12
Dave Appleby
May 19
Linda Appleby
May 26
Chuck Tolzin

United Methodist Church
531 W. Main St.
Cherokee, IA 51012

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE FOR MAY
May 5
Korrie Coombs
May 12
Ervina Scott
May 19
Ashlynn Samsel and Emily Robinson
May 26
Bruce Dagel

www.sp-umc.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

GREETERS FOR MAY
May 5
Bob and Peg Parker
Dan and Barb Kratz
May 12
Norma Fox
Dean and Glenda Parrish
May 19
Jerri Hunt and Tony Hunt
Don and Jeanne Blackstone
May 26
Chuck and Julie Tolzin
Matt and Nicole Hoskinson

USHERS FOR MAY
May 5
Shelley Lenz
Craig and Monica Schmidt
Kim and Karen Aduddell
May 12
Bob Simonsen
Tom and Linda Rutter
Dick and Betty Point
May 19
Jerri Hunt
Craig and Monica Schmidt
Jeff and Patty Brown
May 26
Shelley Lenz
Chuck and Julie Tolzin
Dave and Linda Appleby

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Worship
Date
Attendance
March 24
133
March 31
119
April 7
135
April 14
177
Maundy Thursday 44

May Unit Meeting – Bring your favorite salad to share for our Salad Potluck and Guest Night.
Thursday, May 9th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Schuldt Dining Hall
Hostess - Joy Circle
Devotions - Charity Circle
General
Fund
2,604.00
3,613.00
11,640.00
3,616.00

Next
Generation
364.00
299.00
424.00
579.00

OUR MINISTRY SUPPORTED
Budgeted needs 15 weeks into the year: $67,665
Received to support budgeted needs:
$58,992
CONTACT US
Church Phone
Pastor Cris’s phone
The Rev. Cris Decious
Meribeth Adams

May 2019 UMW Buzz

712-225-3955
515-423-6421
cris.decious@iaumc.net
meribethadams@outlook.com

Executive Board – Monday, May 13th at 9:30 a.m. in the Schuldt Dining Hall
Program - p. 92

May Circle Meetings
Women Responding and Serving in Christ’s Name

~ Love offering will be collected at Circle Meetings ~

Grace Circle – Wednesday, May 8th at 7:00 p.m. in Feller Lounge
Hostess - Jerri Hunt
Co-Hostess - Peggy Rasch
Program - Marci Brown
Joy Circle – Wednesday, May 15th at 9:30 a.m. in the Schuldt Dining Hall
Hostess - Jerry Larson
Program - Barb Kratz
Charity Circle – Wednesday, May 15th at 1:30 p.m. in the Schuldt Dining Hall
Hostess - Ervina Scott
Program - Mary Jo Carnine

Upcoming Events…

No June Unit Meeting
Executive Board – Monday, June 10th, at 9:30 a.m. in the Schuldt Dining Hall
UMW Reading Program reports need to be turned in to Patti Blum by June 15th.

PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY
We extend our deepest sympathy to Jeff, Alli, and JD
Fiedler, and all of their family, on the passing of Lisa E.
Fiedler. Lisa passed away, with her family at her side, on
Sunday afternoon, April 14th, at the Mercy Medical Center
in Sioux City, Iowa. Lisa was 53 years of age. A memorial
service for Lisa Fiedler was held on Friday, April 19th, at
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, with Pastor Cris Decious officiating.
WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS
We warmly congratulate Joe and Tricia Vannatta on the
birth of their son. Felix Joseph Vannatta was born on Friday, March 29th. He weighed 9 pounds, 13 ounces and
was 21 inches long. Felix was welcomed home by his
brothers Asher and Søren. Felix’s proud grandparents are
Linda Vannatta and Terry and Dianna Langholdt.
WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS
We warmly congratulate Christopher and Jessica Elliott,
of Omaha, on the birth of their son. Ethan Christopher
Elliott was born on Monday, April 8th. He weighed 9
pounds, 5 ounces and was 21.5 inches long. Ethan was
welcomed home by his big sister Emma. Ethan’s proud
grandparents are Steve and Lois Elliott of Cherokee and
Dave and Ruth Hoogland of Sanborn.

THANK YOU SO MUCH
The family of Ellen Henderson greatly appreciated all the
people who showed up on Saturday, April 13th, to clean
up Ellen’s yard. Pictured above are the students who volunteered that day: (Left to right): Hayden Brown, Calvin
Brown, Amelia Brown, Skyler Robinson, Jack Waldner,
and Paige Schlenger. Parents who helped were Chad
Brown, Korrie Coombs, and Melissa Schlenger. It was a
great crew, and they were able to finish the yard in about
an hour! A special thanks goes out to Chad Brown for disposing of all the yard waste.
THANK YOU FROM BOB SCHRODER
Thank you all for the thoughts, prayers, cards, and notes
filled with well wishes that I received during my recent
hospitalization in Phoenix. Hearing from my friends at St.
Paul’s meant so much to me! I’m now out of the hospital,
and Jeanine and I plan to return to Cherokee very soon.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
In John 14:27 Jesus says, “27 Peace I leave with
you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid.”
As I was visiting the hospital earlier today, I overheard
people talking about the recent fire at the famous Notre
Dame Cathedral in Paris. I had the opportunity to visit
this beautiful cathedral in June of 1986. I went with my
college choir to visit this church. I can only imagine how
devastated the people who live in Paris feel about almost
completely losing this 850-year-old church. What took
hundreds of years to build, only took minutes to burn!
Talk about losing your peace!
I think that it is important to note that this concept is
true in every part of our lives and living. Tragedies happen, and life is fragile. We have to handle it with care!
The things that are important to our lives need to be
cared for. I happened to be at the doctor’s office to talk
with the doctor about some sudden hearing loss in my
right ear over the last six months. The good news is that
it hasn’t gotten any worse. The bad news is that it hasn’t
gotten any better. So, the advice today from my doctor
was to be careful with the hearing that I have left. He
talked to me about being careful to protect my ears and
my hearing. We don’t always appreciate what we have
until it’s gone.
Something else that we need to protect is our spirit.
We don’t talk about it very often. Jesus addresses it here.
He talks about protecting our peace in our lives. Almost
on a daily basis, I believe that each and every one of us
will be tempted to lose our peace. When we have trials
and situations that ram through our lives, it is very difficult to stay in peace and joy. So Jesus talks to us about
our peace and fears.
As a pastor, when I visit with people that are experiencing crisis in their lives, I try to offer words of peace. I
talk to them about their situations, and then I try to offer
them words of peace and hope, and thoughts of seeing
God as our help. It helps for us to see God as bigger than
our problems. If we can somehow understand that God is
bigger than the issues, it helps to alleviate our fears.
But in the end there are two things that must be received personally by each and every one of us: One, we
must receive the peace that God wants us to have and experience in the midst of our trials. Two, we must protect
the peace that God has given to each of us. Each and every one of us must accept and protect the peace that God
gives us. This can be a full time job at times! Stress will
try to win out, but God wants us to experience a life filled
with peace and hope.
See you Sunday!
-Pastor Cris

EASTER BRUNCH THANK YOU
A big “THANK YOU” goes out to the members and
friends of St. Paul’s UMC for attending our Easter
brunch and supporting the junior high and senior high
youth programs. This year we decided to use the free
will offering received to help with moving expenses for
Viola Byerly. She was unable to live in her home after
the past flooding in Cherokee. Special thanks go out to
Rodney Bainbridge and Nancy Sears for donating additional egg bakes and cinnamon rolls and to Jeff Blum
for making coffee and helping wherever we needed him.
We appreciate all the youth and their parents for donating and helping with our brunch. We couldn’t pull it off
without your willingness. Last, but not least, we say
“thank you” to Shelley Lenz for overseeing the kitchen.
You are a blessing. God bless you all!
-Craig and Monica Schmidt
Linda Burkhart and Linda Appleby
M&M CAMPAIGN THANK YOU
The Missions Committee would like to thank everyone
who participated in the 2019 M&M campaign. We collected over $800 which will be used for the First Mile
giving, the Conference Missions and Ministries. Thank
you for all the support!
-Sue Parker

“PRAISE THE GOD OF RESURRECTION”
During our April 14th Palm Sunday service, an Easter
Cantata entitled “Praise the God of Resurrection” was
performed. This was a joint effort between the Memorial Presbyterian Church choir and our St. Paul’s UMC
chancel choir. Pastor Cris Decious was the director,
and choir members included Bruce Amundson, Rod
Bainbridge, John Barlow, Angy Becker, Janet Brown,
Linda Christensen, Andrea Cook, Tim DeStigter, Norma
Fox, Connie Hankens, Sherry Held, Al Henn, Barb
Henn, Donna Hicks, Cara Jacobson, Julie Hering-Kent,
Carol Leidahl, Charlie Leissler, Julia Meinking, Wes
Parker, and Glenda Parrish. Dianne Gordon was the
organist, and Betty Point was the pianist. Narrators
were Jan Cook and Logan Patterson. These six songs
were included in the cantata: In the Beginning Was the
Word, God’s Holy Lamb, You Are the Bread, King of
Tears, Three Crosses of Shame, and Praise the God of
Resurrection!
THANK YOU FROM SHARON BENNINK
Thank you for the prayers, phone calls, and cards after
my surgery. You are all so special, and may God bless
you!
FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
The Finance Committee has completed its review of the
2019 budget. Even though we feel expenses could comfortably be reduced by $41,800 it still indicates an
$18,500 shortfall for the year. It also does not fund all
of our 2019 apportionments. We will continue to monitor actual giving and expenses, hope for favorable
weather to reduce utility costs, and ask for your continued prayers for and support of St. Paul’s UMC. The
proposed changes now go to the Administrative Board
for their approval.

UPDATE ON VIOLA BYERLY
Viola Byerly is now a resident of the Willow Brook
Apartments. Her new address is 925 Jeffries Street,
Apt. 7, Cherokee, IA 51012. Viola’s new phone number
is 225-1125.
VISITATION TEAM MEETING
The St. Paul’s visitation team will be meeting on
Wednesday, May 1st, at 9:30 a.m. in the church office.
SPRING CARE & SHARE SHOP GARAGE SALE
St. Paul’s Care & Share Shop is having a “giant” garagetype sale in the Schuldt Dining Hall on May 1st-3rd,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. We hope to see all of you there
this week!
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IS MAY 2ND
Thursday, May 2nd, is the National Day of Prayer. All
are invited to join area clergy at the Cherokee Community Center from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in corporate prayer for
our nation, as well as guided prayer and individual
prayer stations. This is a come & go event, as needed.
LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL
The last day of Sunday School for the 2018-2019 school
year will be May 5th. Thank you, so much, to all the
teachers, students, and parents for another very successful year of Sunday School classes!
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY IS MAY 5TH
We will be celebrating another group of confirmands
during our May 5th church service. Join us as they
make a public profession of their faith in Jesus Christ
and become full members of St. Paul’s UMC. We would
also like to invite everyone to come down to the dining
hall after church that day for a small reception that will
honor our confirmands.

