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BLUE CHRISTMAS - A Service of Solace for the grieving

For many people, the Christmas holidays are a painful time, either because they are
grieving a loss, are alone, or because they come from a difficult family background. The
usual holiday expectations-- good cheer, merry-making, family gatherings, gift
exchanges-- can be a source of sadness or disappointment. Blue Christmas is an
opportunity to welcome people and celebrate the core meaning of the holiday without
the overlay of social expectations that just don't fit for some.

For the people who don't fit the "template" of the holidays, we want to give them
permission, in a sense, to come to church with all they are, and all they're feeling, and
know that we welcome and accept them. People living with depression, struggling with
loss, or just feeling left out, should have a place to go to celebrate and observe the
birth of Christ.

Christmas is a time of hope and this service communicates that hope in a gentle way
that is welcoming and accepting. Our Blue Christmas service will be on Thursday,
December 21 at 6:30 p.m.
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The next meeting for the Red Bird Mission trip will be Tuesday,
December 5, 2017, at 6:15 p.m. If you have a desire to reach out
to the people of Appalachia, please attend the meeting.

Ladies -- The date of the Women's Retfreat has been changed to
January 19 and 20, 2017. On Friday evening, we will share a social time
around a bonfire. On Saturday, we will worship, sing, meditate, and
Walk with the Holy Spirit. We will end the time together at 4 p.m.
$65.00 double occupancy includes breakfast and lunch

$85.00 single occupancy includes breakfast and lunch

$25.00 Saturday only includes breakfast and lunch

Payment due on or before December 10, 2017.

Please contact Juanita Applegate with any questions and to make a
reservation.
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December 2017

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
Thrift Shop | Thrift Shop
9-3 9-12
Parents Night |Men's Group
Out 6pm Sam
3 Thrift Shop 9-12 | Bible Stud 6 7 8 9
. rift Shop 9- ible Study . Thrift Shop f
Worship 8:30am | <010 Bance 10am| 10 am Bible Study | o-3 Thrift Shop Thrift Shop
Sunday School | stretching 10am  |UMW &MMU [ 6:30pm Prayer Group 9-12
#:d0om Bible Study ltam | 11.am oem 9-3
Worship 11:00am | ¢y i 3pm Friendly Leaders 6:30pm
Open Table Spm g4 || cpoir 4:45pm | Neighbors Trustees 6:30 pm
Cub Scouts 7pm 12:30pm
10 11 12 13 : 15 16
Worship 8:30am Thrift Shop 9-12 | FOOD Thrift Shop Thrift Shop
Sunday School Square Dance 10ar| Bible STudy 9-3 9-3 Thrift Shop
9:40am Stretching 10am |10 qm PANTRY Prayer Group 9-12
Worship L1:00am | giplo Study 11am 10 am
Christmas Parade s . g Chiish Fish F 5
2pm Chrllr I:pm Bible S‘rudy imgméysorls mas Ish Fry opm
Open Table 5pm Bell Choir 4:45pm 3 ree 5:30pm
Cub Scouts 7pm 6:30pm
17 1 19 20 21 22 ThZ?;Jr <
in 8: ri op 9- . . i . ri 0|
:{ﬂ::;psisog?m Square Dance 10an] Bible STUdy Bible STUdY ;’r‘;lﬁ Shop Thrift Shop 9-12 :
9:40am Stretching 10am |10 am 6:30pm 9-3
Bible Study 11 Prayer Group
Worship 11:00am C;\ F 5 udy tlam 10 am
Open Table Spm Berllzh:ir:tl:45pm Blue Christmas
Cub Scouts 7pm 6:30pm
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Worship 8:30am  |Office Closed | _ . FOOD Thrift Shop . Thrift Shop
Sunday School Bible Study PANTRY 9-3 Thrift Shop 9-12
9:40am M 10 am Prayer Group 9-3
Worship 11:00am enty 10 am
Christmas Eve Christmas! Bible Study
Service 5pm 6 ¢3OP"‘
31
Worship 8:30am
Sunday School
9:40am
Worship 11:00 am
New Years Eve
Brunch 12:00
Open Table 5pm
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On November 17 and 18, 2017, six members of BUMC worked on two houses in Port
Richey, Florida. Both houses were damaged during Hurricane Hermine in 2016. The
projects are part of the Disaster Recovery Relief program through the Florida
Conference of the United Methodist Church. Individual projects are chosen based on
the homeowner's age and financial status. The teams are assigned based on the
knowledge and skill of the team.

So, Juanita Applegate, JoAnn Benton, Kathy Enderson, Kay Smith, Pastor Kris and Mike
Schonewolf spent two days being the hands of feet of Jesus. After removing
baseboard, sweeping, and mopping the concrete floor, Juanita, JoAnn, Kathy, and Kay
laid vinyl flooring in two rooms of Jean's house. She had been living for a long time
without any other flooring. Thanks to Kay's knowledge of laying flooring, the project
progressed well and the job was completed Saturday afternoon. Kay bruised her thumb
using Susie Tin Snips, so the others did the cutting. Juanita's bender-over ached after
doing too many on-the-floor jobs, so she turned that over to Kathy. All relied on Larry
the hammer to remove nails and to make the flooring fit. All inall, the team worked well
together.

Mike and Pastor Kris worked at another house. As with Jean, the homeowner did not
have flooring, except the concrete floor. Pastor Kris learned that laying ceramic tile
and froweling grout is hard work. Mike worked diligently in the bathroom installing a tub
surround that did not fit properly. After removing and re-installing the surround, he
had to install the fittings so that the owners could shower. On Saturday, another
volunteer helped with the ceramic tile, and Pastor Kris worked with Mike on the
bathroom.

The homeowners were very grateful for the work that the team did. Soon the
Conference will be taking applications for repairs that need to be made because of the
damage caused by Hurricane Irma. The team wants to return again next fall. Please
pray for the fulfillment of this mission.

Bella, mild-mannered reporter for the BelleRinger
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A big thank you to everyone who dressed teddy bears and filled the Christmas
stockings.

This is a fun outreach and a very good cause. The stockings and teddy bears will
be given out by the salvation army to needy children in Marion County.

Merry Christmas
Cindy Polcyn

~Memorials-

A donation was made to the food pantry by Cindy Polcyn in memory of
Dan Smoots.
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Belleview United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 567
Belleview, Fl 34421

Current Resident

Belleview United Methodist Church = :
P.O. Box 567 de.(‘embe[
Belleview, FI 34421 Worship Schedule
Pastor Kristina Sch If WOl"Ship
astor Kristina Schonewo

8:30 am & 11:00 am
Phone: (352) 245-2100 Sundqy School
Fax: (352) 245-2130 940 am
Visit us on the web..... Open Table 5pm

www.belleviewumc.net (Fellowship HG")
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Belleview United Methodist Church

(352)245-2100 December 2017

Friendly Neighbors

December 5, 2017

We will meet at noon in the Fellowship Hall and eat at 12:30. Bring your own
table service and a dish to share.

This month we have Nancy Blough, our own Country Girl, to entertain us with
all the old favorites. We always have a grand time so please come and bring
your friends. All are welcome.

"May you have the gladness of Christmas which is hope;
The spirit of Christmas which is peace;
The heart of Christmas which is love."
- Ada V. Hendricks
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From the Pastor's Desk

The message of Jesus is GOOD NEWS! And as followers of Jesus, we are charged with spreading the
Good News everywhere we go. Especially during the holidays, when some people are more open to hearing
about Jesus, it's important that we maximize our time and efforts to share the Good News of Jesus
through targeted outreach activities. Here are some ways we are sharing the love of Jesus in simple and
practical ways:

1)  Adopt-a-Family. We have been given several families from Belleview Elementary that have been
screened and are known to be in need of some blessings for their children. By meeting basic needs, and
even adding a few joys & toys, we are sharing the love of God in a very practical way.

2) Children's Home. Our annual "socks & batteries" drive is on! Let's bless these kids with simple and
practical ways of saying "Jesus loves you and so do we." The racks for collection are in the narthex.

3) Business Basket Outreach. We are always looking to connect with young families who might need to
hear the Good News of Jesus! Where do we find young families? The workplace! So, we put together 10
beautiful gift baskets full of home-made breads, chocolates, water, and fresh fruit, and other snacks and
delivered them to 10 workplaces in Belleview just before Thanksgiving. These gift baskets go to the
employee break room with our “connect card” on them, where the bewildered employees wondered who
would do such a beautiful and generous thing for them..Who else but Belleview UMC, spreading the good
news of Jesus through simple and practical acts of kindness. Each item we give away always comes with a
“connect card” telling them who we are, where we meet, when our service times are, and how to reach us if
they need anything.

4)  Christmas Eve Cookies & Hot Chocolate. Many people, because of the nature of their work, have to
work on Christmas Eve: firefighters, police of ficers, emergency medical workers, nursing home employees,
etc. When you are on your way to, or departing from, our Christmas Eve service at 5pm, would you
consider taking a plate of homemade cookies and some hot chocolate packets (stapled with a connect card)
by one of these locations? If so, please let me know at pastorkrisé1@gmail.com or 302.363.5351.

5)  Blue Christmas. This is a wonderful outreach to people in our community who are suffering from grief
and loss during the holidays, either because of current turmoil in their lives, or else have experienced loss
in past Christmases and struggle each year to know hope and healing. If you know someone who is
struggling, please pick them up and come with them to this service on December 21 at 6:30pm.

6) The Open Table (Dinner Church) is our of our premier outreaches, offering the hope of Jesus to people
who are not being reached by our traditional worship services. We offer a warm meal, a story of hope from
the life of Jesus, inspiring live music, passionate prayer, and our time, smiles and hugs. What a blessing to
offer God's love in such a palpable way.
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Ministry

We meet every Thursday at 10 a.m. in the church library. All are welcome. Please join us in
prayer for our church, our friends and families, and our country.

John 20:31

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His name.

As we enter the Advent season and celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior, we need
to reflect on that great miracle. In His birth He became our Brother; in his life, our
Teacher and Example; in His death, our Redeemer:; in His resurrection, our Conqueror; and in
His second coming He is our Hope. Now He is the all-sufficient One; He is all things to all

people.
To the astronomer, He is he bright and morning Star. To the judge, He is the Judge of all nations.
To the king, He is the Lord of th i ;
To the architect, He is the chief Corner Stone. 0 the King, He is the Lord of the universe
To the lawyer, He is the Advocate.
To the builder, He is the sure Foundation.
To the newspaper reporter, He is the Good
To the baker, He is the living Bread. Tidings of great joy.
To the philanthropist, He is the unspeakable Gift.
To the banker, He is the hidden Treasure.
To the philosopher, He is the Truth.
To the biologist, He is he Life. - .
To the scientist, He is the Creator.
To the doctor, He is the Great Physician. To the student, He is the great Teacher.

To the florist, He is the Lily of the Valley, the Rose of Sharon. To the traveler, He is the Way.

To the sinner, He is the Lamb of God who takes

To the geologist, He is the Rock of Ages. away the sin of the world,

To the jeweler, He is the Pearl of great price.

PRAISE BE TO 60D FOR THE GIFT OF HIS SON!
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Do you desire God's blessing and favor on your life in 20182

Join with us as we enter into a time of fasting with
THE DANIEL FAST
(taken from the Book of Daniel) Jan 2—22 (21 days)

WHY IN THE WORLD ARE WE FASTING? Thanks for asking! God's people throughout the Old
and New Testaments have ALWAYS fasted, and Jesus himself told us how to act when we are
fasting, meaning that he expected us to fast once he left the earth to reign with the Father.
John Wesley wrote a sermon called "When You Fast." (not IF you fast...) So why is this valuable
practice so not practiced?

Fasting is hard, but it's not impossible. And there are SO MANY benefits to fasting, starting
with the blessings that God showers on his obedient children. It gives us an opportunity to tell
our bodies who's in charge, US or THEM. Fasting is a spiritual discipline that draws us closer to
6od as we push away from some of the pleasures of the earth. It's when we tell God that our
relationship with Him is more important than what we put in our mouths.

OK. How do we do it?

We DO eat: fruit, veggies, whole grains like brown rice, wheat pasta, oats, potatoes, healthy oils
like olive, coconut, nuts, seeds, beans & legumes, vinegar, spices. (More guidelines, recipes, and
tips will follow upon request). We drink water.

We do NOT eat: animal products including meat & dairy, leavened breads, anything sweet (not
even honey, agave, stevia, etc), solid fats, anything processed or deep fried, anything with
chemicals added (READ LABELS). We drink nothing but water (no soda, coffee tea, alcohol, etc.)
The only exception is if you drink a fruit smoothie as a meal replacement.

Free cookbooks and devotionals are available. If you want to know more about participating in
The Daniel Fast with us this January, please tear this off and drop in the collection plate, call the
office, or email pastorkris61@gmail.com X
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—  From the Finance Committee - Our Record of Faithfulness

Scripture Though to Ponder -
God Provides

Oh that My people would listen to Me, that Israel would walk in My ways...I would feed you
with the finest of the wheat; with honey from the rock I would satisfy you. (Psalm 81:13,16)

Attendance October 2017 - 127
October 2016 - 156

Giving and Operational Expenses

. October 2017 Year to Date
Giving $19,237.75 $177,007.08
Operational Expenses  ¢17 592.17 $220,391.93
+/- $ 1,645.58+ $43,384.85-
Roof Replacement $40,300.00-
/- $ 3,084.85-

Year to date our giving has totaled $177,007.08 while our operational expenses were $180,091.93
plus Replacement Roof costing $40,300.00 equals $220,391.93 leaving us a year to date deficit of
$43,384.85.

Bible Study/Small Group Opportunities

Sunday 9:40am: Wired Word—looking at a current headline and applying scripture and life application. Room 304.
Facilitator: Mike Schonewolf

Sunday 9:40am - Pastor Kris' Sunday School class studies scriptures relating to each Sunday's message, enabling
the members, through discussion, to go deeper into the study of the day's topic. Room 303.

Facilitator: Pastor Kris

Sunday 9:40am—Bible Study on 1st and 2nd Timothy, Titus, Philemon and Hebrews. Facilitator: Sandy Hood
Sunday 9:40am - "The Christmas Experience" (starting November 12) Facilitator: Steve Swanson

Monday 11am - Bible Study - Revelation - Facilitator: Sandy Hood

Tuesday 10am - Bible Study - Revelation.- Facilitator: Sandy Hood

Wednesday 6:30pm - Bible Study on Matthew - Facilitator: Pastor Kris

First Saturday of every month at 9am - M.E.N. (More Encouragement Needed)
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02 Sarah Mundy

04 Kay Smith

07 Melanie Sanchez
12 James Partin

12 Deborah Sterken
13 Sharon Nichols
16 Allen Craven

19 Nina Shuler

21 Jim Applegate
21 Julia Reid

25 Susan Dixon

26 Sara Boyles

29 Robert Fitch

30 Bea Sperry

December Anniversaries

19 Ron & Barbara Bowers
28 John & Diane Drake





