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All things Merdeka

TREASURED ITEMS: The Pucuk Rebung Gallery in Kuala Lumpur
has arranged a display charting the country’'s progress from the
colonial period to independence and nationhood. It is on dlspfay
until Malaysia Day, Suzanna Pillay writes

T the entrance of the Pucuk

Rebung Gallery in Lucky Gar-

en, Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur,

2 small coflection of phetographs

and objects sitting inside two regal-

looking display cabiness piques the
curiosity of passers-by.

Containing mementos of the rozd
to Merdeka and thereafter, one of
them housss the actual prociama-
tion of Malaysia on 16 Sept, 1963,
when the British Crown Colonies of
North Bornso ($abah), Sarawak and
Singapore joined Malaya to be
known collectively as the Federation
of Malaysia,

“We have always been a gallery
wouldn't be Malaysia without
Merdeka and Malaysiz Day,” said
chief execurive officer and founder
of Pucuk Rebung, Henry Bang.

“This is why 1 have put up two

cupboards containing photos and
pieces that reflect the richness of
where we came from, the history our
colonial past and the English colo-
nial influence on the people at large,
nationalism, the road to Merdeka
and the Proclamation of Malaysiaon
Sept16, 19637

Weaving their own spell and rying
the cbjecis of the collection together
are some beautifully woven songhet
which reflect these davelopmentsin
Malaysiah history.

“The sengket is part of our
Malaysian heritage that binds and
unites us in our shared history, iden-
tity, present and our future, &s the
country keeps on growing”

Pointing to a senghet with roses
and violins embroldered in gold, cir-
ca 1950, he sald the rose symbaolised
the English rose while the violin re-
flected the colonial legacy in our

music'and fts use in Malay keron-
cong music.

But, refations with cur colonial
masters was not always rosy. Resent-
ment and rejection of British arro-
gance and insensitivity often led to
dJsp;.arsﬂf extreme patriotism, as in

the assassinations of some British
high officials and the ris2 of nation-
alism.

“Nationalism has been noted
among all communities, but the
Malay art forms capture that spirit
with the lconic porurayal of the kris,
either on its own or &s a crossad pair
that symbolises semangat peruan-
gan.

“The crossed keis motifl had ap-
peared on the peninsula’s ancient
tin coins, and the simplest pre-
Merdeka textiles and sampin wom
by men and warrdors. It was also
incorporated into the Iogo of the

dominant Malay party.”

Sabah and Sarawak took different
routes prior to joining the Feder-
ation of Malaysis,

“However, what many people are
unaware of is that prior to gaining
independence from the British,
Sarawak, North Borneo, Malaya and
Sirgapore shared a one-dollar cur-
rency note with the impression of a
fishing boat with sails on one side

The original Proclamation
of the Formation of
Malaysia, dated Sept 16, 1963,
Declaring the merger of the
British Crown Colonies of North
Borneo (Sabah), Sarawak and
Singapare with Malaya to form
the Federation of Malaysia, it
carries Tunku Abdul Rahman
Putra Al-Haj’s signature.
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tien comprising \
Umno, MCA and 9
MIC) from Oct 30, 1957,
to 1973 when It became
the Barisan Nasionsl or Na-
tional Front,” sald Bong. while ges-
turingtoa fuchsia eangier, circa 1957,
thzt bears this motif,

A turduolse songket, circa 1960s,

and the image of British Queen Eliz-
abeth Monthe reverse side.”

lssued by the Colonial British
Beard of Commissioners of Curren-
oy, Malaya and Bomeo, it remalned
legal tender from 1952 to Jan 15,
1969,

“The fishing boat was used as the
symtol of the Alifance Party (a coali-

Henry Bong's favourite piece in the collection is this brass
Malaysia Commemorative Tray in the Peranakan-etched style, which
bears a crest of Malaysia, without Singapore. Created in the late 19605, it
was commissioned by awealthy Peranakan family to celebrate the birth of
the Federation of Malaysia.

AMerdeka and thereafter on e road (o

o ods O the | i 2

with bunga raya motifs
is also on display.
Bong said the national
flower was chosen by Tunku
Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj in
1960, three years before the forma-
tion of Malaysia.

“The hibiscus (Hibiscus rosa-
slriensis) is not native to Malaysia. It
Is belleved to have been brought
from China by Chinese traders in the
12th century. Tunku's enlightened
mind must have been paying tribute
ta the old established trade relation-
ship with China 2nd potential future
links."

NOTE: The Merdeka display will be
onuntilSept 16 21 the Pucuk Rebung
Gallery, 18, Lorong Ara Kir 2, Lucky
Garden, Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur
59100, Tel: 03-2094 9969

To find out more about the Merdeka
cotlection, watch a video on the collection
Bt wwwrsteomay,

What do you think?
Send your vigws to
nsunt@nstcomumy
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Special pre-Merdeka moment, Nov 1, 1956: Original photo of Tunku
Abdul Rahunan Putra Al-Haj giving a salute from a car at Independence
Memorial in Malacea while being flanked by Perak menteri besar Datuk
Panglima Bukit Gantang Abdul Wahab Toh Muda Abdul Aziz (right)
and Szlangor menteri besar Tun Dr Abdul Aziz Abdul Majid, after the trip
to London to secure independence for Malaya.




