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St. Gertrude the Great was a
13th-century German nun, writer, and
mystic who was graced with many
heavenly visions, including being one
of the earliest mystics to whom Jesus
encouraged a devotion to his Sacred
Heart. It is recounted that Jesus
showed her a vast number of souls
entering heaven from purgatory as a
result of her faithful and frequent reci-
tation of this prayer.

We should note, however, that while

facebook.com/oggcatholic
catholicbiblestudies.org
Telephone: (218) 796-5844

Confessions: 15 minutes before Mass
Tuesday Confessions: 1 hr. post Mass

this prayer has long been a part of our Catholic tradition, it is not official-
ly indulgenced. This means that the Holy See has declared that we should
reject any claims that a specific number of souls are released from purga-
tory with the recitation of the prayer. Nonetheless, the Church has always
encouraged fervent prayer for those suffering in purgatory because our
prayers help to alleviate their suffering.

Our response, then, should be to simply pray with fervor, and let God

take care of the details!
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CLERGY COLUMN
Happy Lord’s Day!
The month of November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory.

We might not hear much about Purgatory in today’s Church culture. For some reason, Catholics don’t seem as zealous
about praying for their beloved dead. There could be a number of reasons for this: a lack of belief in Hell (despite the
overwhelming evidence of it in the Bible), a lack of awareness that we will be judged by the Lord, a lack of understanding
that “nothing unclean shall enter [heaven,] nor any one who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s book of life” (Revelation 21:27) and what that means, etc. It’s so common for people today to im-
mediately assume a person’s dwelling in heaven upon the moment of their death, which is not a Catholic notion, that we
neglect our prayers for the deceased. It might feel offensive to suggest that a deceased person is not immediately brought
into the joys of heaven, but it actually makes the most sense.

Read this quote from CS Lewis, the author of a number of great Christian books, including The Chronicles of Narnia:

Our souls demand Purgatory, don’t they? Would it not break the heart if God said to us, "It is true, my son,
that your breath smells and your rags drop with mud and slime, but we are charitable here and no one will
upbraid you with these things, nor draw away from you. Enter into the joy."'?

Should we not reply, "With submission, sir, and if there is no objection, I’d rather be cleaned first."
"It may hurt, you know."--
"Even so, sir."

I assume that the process of purification will normally involve suffering. Partly from tradition; partly because most
real good that has been done for me in this life has involved it.” (Letters to Malcolm, Letter XX)

CS Lewis was a Protestant Christian who understood that the reality of Purgatory makes the most sense for us. We look
for things like this frequently. When you are out working in the garden, in the fields, in the shop, etc, what is something
you know that you need to do before sitting down to eat? Wash your hands, of course. Or if you’re going out somewhere
to eat, what do you do in that case? You take a shower. If a person doesn’t make sure they have cleaned their hands or
their entire body in these situations, it’s generally considered rude and/or gross. Wouldn’t it be even more the case for a
soul upon entering into Heaven? Wouldn’t we feel out of place in the situation CS Lewis writes about in the narrative
above? I'll spend some more time in future bulletin articles this month writing about how our prayers can assist those
who are being cleansed in Purgatory. And maybe I'll write about how we can begin our own cleansing here and now.

May the Lord give you his peace!
Fr. Bryan

THANK YOU

Thank you to all who came down for coffee after MASS. You so generously gave to the Life Care Center in the month of
October. The collections for the 2 Sundays totaled $389.00 November 5th the collections was for the local Food Shelf
and was $100.00 Thank you to those who served the food and those who donated. Sign up sheets are on the table by the
door and also includes where the free will offerings are being sent.




What is Purgatory?

The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines purgatory as a “purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter
the joy of heaven,” which is experienced by those “who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly puri-

tied” (CCC 1030). It notes that “this final purification of the elect . . . is entirely different from the punishment of the
damned” (CCC 1031).

The purification is necessary because, as Scripture teaches, nothing unclean will enter the presence of God in heaven
(Rev. 21:27) and, while we may die with our mortal sins forgiven, there can still be many impurities in us, specifically ve-
nial sins and the temporal punishment due to sins already forgiven.

What Happens in Purgatory?

When we die, we undergo what is called the particular, or individual, judgment. Scripture says that “it is appointed for
men to die once, and after that comes judgment” (Heb. 9:27). We are judged instantly and receive our reward, for good
or ill. We know at once what our final destiny will be. At the end of time, when Jesus returns, there will come the general
judgment to which the Bible refers, for example, in Matthew 25:31-32: “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will sepa-
rate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.” In this general judgment all our sins will

be publicly revealed (Luke 12:2-5).

Is Purgatory a Catholic “Invention?”?

Fundamentalists may be fond of saying the Catholic Church “invented” the doctrine of purgatory to make money, but
they have difficulty saying just when. Most professional anti-Catholics—the ones who make their living attacking
“Romanism”—seem to place the blame on Pope Gregory the Great, who reigned from A.D. 590 to 604.

But that hardly accounts for the request of Monica, mother of Augustine, who asked her son, in the fourth century, to
remember her soul in his Masses. This would make no sense if she thought her soul would not benefit from prayers, as
would be the case if she were in hell or in the full glory of heaven.

Nor does ascribing the doctrine to Gregory explain the graffiti in the catacombs, where Christians during the persecu-
tions of the first three centuries recorded prayers for the dead. Indeed, some of the earliest Christian writings outside the
New Testament, like the Acts of Paul and Thecla and the Martyrdom of Perpetua and Felicity (both written during the second
century), refer to the Christian practice of praying for the dead. Such prayers would have been offered only if Christians
believed in purgatotry, even if they did not use that name for it. (See Catholic Answers’ tract The Roots of Purgatory for
quotations from these and other early Christian sources.)

Continued next week.

St Francis Xavier’s

Sunday, November 12, 2023
Sacristan: Margaret

Lector: Brady

Counters: Margaret & Linda

Sunday, November 19, 2023
Sacristan: Phyllis

Lector: Jan

Counters: Jo & Deb

Sunday, November 26, 2023
Sacristan: Emily

Lector::  Paul

Counters: MaryAnn & Jan

Sunday, December 3, 2023
Sacristan: Mary Lynn
Lector::  Mary Lynn
Counters: Delores & Anne

St Ann’s
Sunday, November 12, 2023

Lector: Paula
Counters: Deb & Maggie

Sunday, November 19, 2023
Lector::  Carol
Counters: Audrey & Marie

Sunday, November 26, 2023
Lector:: Paula
Counters: Deb & Maggie

Sunday, December 3, 2023
Lector:  Carol
Counters: Audrey & Marie

Sunday, December 10, 2023
Lector:: Paula
Counters: Deb & Maggie

St Clement’s

Sunday, November 12, 2023
Lector:: Robbie

Sunday, November 19, 2023
Lector:: Dawn

Sunday, November 26, 2023
Lector: JimC

Sunday, December 3, 2023
Lector:: Laurie

Sunday, December 10, 2023
Lector: Gary



https://www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/purgatory
https://www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/scripture
https://www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/gregory-the-great-saint
https://www.catholic.com/tract/the-roots-of-purgatory

The Prayer of St. Gertrude, below, is one of the most famous of the
prayers for souls in purgatory. St. Gertrude the Great (pictured above)
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and within my family. Amen.
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St. Ann’s in Goodridge

Jo Lambert
Tony Radniecki
Bob Radniecki
Darren Tougas
Rick Dulka
Richard Bourque
Jude Syvertson
Mary Radniecki
Dave Zavoral

Thanksgiving Day Dinner served for the
Oklee Community on November 24th from
11 AM to 1 PM this year at the Oklee
Community Hall. We had a great success
last year because of your support and are
hoping to do the same this year. We served
92 people last year. We need your help to
make this year a success as well, there are
more options for helping this year. There
are sign up sheets in the entrance of the
church. Thank you for your past sup-
port. Any questions call Jo Lambert 218-
796-2745

TGayle Radniecki Grossman
tDelores Longtin

tLorraine Cote

tLorraine LaCoursiere
tTony Weber

tMatt Genova

TElaine Radniecki

Anyone wishing to have a MASS offered for a loved one you may leave name and
the customary donation of $10.00 in the offering basket in an envelope.




