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Hi All,

Merry Christmas !!!
Yeah, me again, why would this month be different?
Hope this finds you all in good health. Wish you a most joyous holiday month and season. We’re looking forward to our Christmas dinner on December 16 and the Polar Bear Ride to Acampo for breakfast
on January 1, 2018.
Deadline for dinner reservations is this Chapter T breakfast meeting,
December 2. Be sure you get your reservations in. Don’t miss out on
all the fun… remember Destination Friendship! The restaurant needs
a headcount so they know how many to prepare for. Dinner cost is
$21 each. Robber’s gift exchange cost limit is $25.
Hope to see you there.

PS… oh ya… HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!!!
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Celebrate!
December Birthdays
15 Joe Francis
18 Carl (Butch) Ditmars

December Anniversaries
30 Skip & Teri Trautman

January Birthdays
08 Ed Drummond
23 Al Mazon

January Anniversaries

We have new members who aren’t on our Chapter T Celebration list.
Please share so we can help you celebrate.
All we need is month and day, unless you’re over 90.
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2 X 4 X 18 Side by Side or “Hey Good Buddy”
By Charlie Brown, GWRRA CA-1F
Having ridden a motorcycle for 5 years and driven an 18
-wheeled behemoth for 3 yrs, I would like to mention a
few things that I have observed from the interaction of 2wheelers and 18-wheelers.
First of all, there is a good possibility that the driver of
the big rig is also a motorcycle enthusiast. I don’t have
actual statistics but my own informal surveys link about
30% of the truck drivers to motorcycles. What does this
mean to me? Most of them do not ride Gold Wings. They
do not know that you can or want to communicate with
them. There may be times when you don’t, but that is
another subject. The ability to communicate with them is
a big plus.
If you let them, they can guide you through a variety of
tough spots. Understand that the truck takes a lot longer
to get up to speed and also to stop. It is not a big thing
for a motorcycle to slow and let the truck pass a slower
vehicle you can roll it on and be back up to speed in no
time. They can’t so let them know on the CB that you are
back there and that they can “bring it on over” to get
around that slower vehicle. Most truckers use Channel
19. Stay out of the “NO ZONE” blind spots where they
can’t see you. Truckers are trained to continually scan
both right and left mirrors.
As in other traffic interactions, the key is to be visible. If
the trucker cannot see you, he or she will have a tough
time being your friend. When approaching from behind
or being passed by a truck, position the bike so that you
can always see the eyes of the driver in their mirrors. If
you can’t see the driver’s eyes, they can’t see you.
On a straight road, being in the left track will make you
the most visible. In a right turn or curve, it will be necessary to swing to the right track for the driver to continue
to keep you in sight. It is extremely disconcerting for the
driver of an eighteen-wheeler to lose track of someone
coming up behind them. They do not know what that person is doing. When you pass them or they pass you,
their scan/vision level is above you so avoid being too
close in front of them. If you are in close, the driver will
likely lose sight of you.
When it is obvious that the driver is going to change
lanes in front of you, let them know on the CB or by
flashing your bright headlamps that it is safe for them to
bring it on over. Generally when you approach the rear
of a big rig the wind will tend to keep you away from the
trailer. Conversely when you approach the front of the
tractor the wind flow will tend to pull you in toward the
cab. Be prepared for the differential wind currents and
maintain your track by counter-steering.

from the Internet

At the same speed, it will take a motorcycle about 120 ft
to stop. If you pull into the truck’s path after passing
less than 480 ft ahead of them and have to make an
emergency stop, guess where you will be when the
truck finally comes to a stop… Not a pleasant thought.
The visibility from the cab of the truck is good, but be
careful when passing on the right. Cancel that just don’t
pass a big truck on the right. I know there are times in
traffic and in town when you find your self on the right
side of a big truck. More than likely they will not be
able to see you. Minimize the time you spend in that
position. Here is a good time to communicate with the
driver if you can that you are there.
Between the tandem wheels of the tractor and several
feet ahead of the front wheel is an area that the driver
will not be able to see you. Stay out of that situation
when you can. Watch for the truck for lane changes or
a right turn while you are next to them. Always leave
yourself an escape route.
I have had some very good experiences with truckers
on the road and a couple of not so good ones. In general, the good experiences far outnumber the bad ones.
One early morning, we left Tucson for El Paso and just
west of Benson we ran into a fog bank so thick that we
couldn’t see the fog line. We would have gotten off the
road if we could have found an exit. We got on the CB
and told the trucker ahead of us that we were behind
him and to please alert us of any hazards that he could
see. He came back with the length of time that we
would be in the fog and stayed with us all the way
through it.
Helpful? Very. We have also contacted truckers for information on traffic and routing when we wanted to
avoid heavy traffic due to an accident or were looking
for a twisty back road vice the super-slab.
Some people are hesitant to contact truckers on the
radio. Lets face it, they can be intimidating. However, I
would advise you not to be intimidated. If you treat them
with respect they are usually more than happy to be of
help. It sometimes helps get their attention if you let
your female co-rider communicate with them. For some
reason, they tend to be a lot quicker to respond to females than males. This is not a sexist statement on my
part, simply an observation. I hope this helps if you
have any questions don’t hesitate to ask, as there are
several of us in the group that have experience driving
18-wheelers.
Ride Safe, Be Visible, and Communicate.

Keep in mind that at 65 mph, a fully loaded, 80,000 lb big
rig will take two football fields to stop. That is 200 yards
or 600 ft.
Volume XXX, Issue 12

www.tricountytravelers.org

3

Chapter T & Friends
Veterans’ Parade.
November 11, 2017
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Just for Christmas Fun
Christmas Divorce
A man in Phoenix called his son Arthur in New York the
day before Christmas and said, "I hate to ruin your day,
but I have to tell you that your mother and I are divorcing; forty-five years of misery is enough."
"Pop, what are you talking about?” Arthur yelled into
the phone.
"We can't stand the sight of each other any longer,"
the father replied calmly. "We're sick of each other, and
I'm sick of talking about this, so you call your sister in
Chicago and tell her."
Frantic, Arthur called his sister Marsha, who exploded
on the phone. "Like heck they're getting divorced!” she
yelled, "I'll take care of this."
She called Phoenix immediately and screamed at her
father, "You and Mom are NOT getting divorced. Don't
do a single thing until I get there. I'm calling Arthur
back, and we'll both be there tomorrow. Until then,
don't do a thing! DO YOU HEAR ME?" and hung up.
The old man put down his phone and turned to his
wife. "Okay," he said with a smile, "They're both coming for Christmas, and they’re paying their own way."

Is Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer a Girl?
According to the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game, while both male and female reindeer grow antlers in the summer each year, male reindeer drop their
antlers at the beginning of winter, usually late November to mid-December.
Female reindeer retain their antlers till after they give
birth in the spring. Therefore, according to EVERY historical rendition depicting Santa's reindeer, EVERY
single one of them, from Rudolph to Blitzen, had to be
a girl.
We should have known... ONLY women would be able
to drag a fat man in a red velvet suit all around the
world in one night and not get lost.

God's Not Deaf
Two young boys were spending the night at their grandparents' house the week before Christmas. At bedtime,
the two boys knelt beside their beds to say their prayers.
The younger one began praying at the top of his lungs:
"I PRAY FOR A NEW BICYCLE..."

Smile a Little
There was a feud between the Pastor and the Choir Director of the Hicksville Southern Baptist Church. It
seems the first hint of trouble came when the Pastor
preached on "Dedicating Yourselves to Service" and the
Choir Director chose to sing: "I Shall Not Be Moved".
Trying to believe it was a coincidence, the Pastor put the
incident behind him.
The next Sunday he preached on "Giving." Afterwards,
the choir squirmed as the director led them in the hymn:
"Jesus Paid It All". By this time, the Pastor was losing
his temper.
Sunday morning attendance swelled as the tension between the two built. A large crowd showed up the next
week to hear his sermon on "The Sin of Gossiping."
Would you believe the Choir Director selected the song:
I Love To Tell The Story"? There was no turning back.
The following Sunday the Pastor told the congregation
that unless something changed, he was considering resignation. The entire church gasped when the Choir Director led them in: "Why Not Tonight"?
Truthfully, no one was surprised when the Pastor resigned a week later, explaining that Jesus had led him
there and Jesus was leading him away.
The Choir Director could not resist: "What A Friend We
Have In Jesus."

Saying a Prayer for the Christmas Meal
Lee, A seven-year-old boy, was asked to say thanks for
the Christmas dinner. The family members bowed their
heads in expectation. Lee began his prayer, thanking
God for his Mommy, Daddy, brothers, sister, Grandma,
and all his aunts and uncles. Then he began to thank
God for the food.
He gave thanks for the turkey, the stuffing, the Christmas pudding, even the cranberry sauce. Then Lee
paused, and everyone waited ... and waited. After a
long silence, the young fellow looked up at his mother
and asked, "If I thank God for the Brussels sprouts,
won't he know that I'm lying?"

Christmas Spirit
It was just before Christmas and the magistrate was in a
happy mood. He asked the prisoner who was in the
dock, “What are you charged with?”

"I PRAY FOR A NEW NINTENDO..."

The prisoner replied, “Doing my Christmas shopping too
early.”

His older brother leaned over, nudged him and said,
"Why are you shouting? God isn't deaf."

“That's no crime,” said the magistrate. “Just how early
were you doing this shopping?”

To which the little brother replied, "No, but Grandma is!"

“Before the shop opened”, answered the prisoner.
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Peach Tree Restaurant
1080 No. Beale Road
Marysville, CA
December 16, 2017
Cost: $21.00

Robber

’s Gift
E
7 – 9 p xchange
(Price L .m.
imit: $2
5)

Make check payable to Chapter T.
Registration Deadline December 1
Please mail completed registration & check to:
Sue Paquette, 2414 Val Drive, Marysville, CA 95901
For further information contact CD Skip Trautman, 530) 870-2354.
Name(s) _______________________________________ Phone _________________
Prime Rib ______________________________________
Med Rare _______ Med________ Med Well ________

Total _____ Dinners @ $21 $ __________

Chicken Plate _______________

_________________ Total _____ Dinners @ $21

__________

Shrimp Dinner ______________

_________________ Total _____ Dinners @ $21

__________

Registration Deadline December 1
Total registration
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December 2017
Skip & Teri Trautman
3679 Bear River Drive
Rio Oso, CA 95674

Tri County Travelers

Next General Meeting

Next Meeting
Breakfast
Meeting

December 2, 2017
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Next Dinner Ride

Christmas Party

December 16, 2017

All meetings at:
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