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1966



ÅChomsky says: óI am, frankly, rather 

sceptical about the significance, for the 

teaching of languages, of such insights 

and understanding as have been 

attained in linguistics and psychology.ô 

ÅTESOL is founded



ÅDell Hymes presents his paper óOn 

communicative competenceô at 

Yeshiva University, NY.

Communicative
competence

Strategiccom.

Sociolinguistic
comp

Linguistic
comp.



'An important test of our success as 

language teachersé is the ability of our 

students to choose to say what they 

want'.

Newmark, L. óHow not to interfere with 

language learningô:  



ÅPit Corder, The Visual Element in 

Language Teaching.

óLanguage is not knowledge, 

but a set of skills. The 

teaching of it, therefore, 

must be different from the 

teaching of a ócontentô 

subject like science.ô (p.5)



ÅAsher, J. óThe learning strategy of the 

total  physical response: a reviewô, 

Modern Language Journal.



1967



Å[I]ATEFL is founded. First conference 

is held in London.

óThe much-publicised revolution is 

not a leap forward but a regression 

into routine and dullness.ô

(Bruce Pattison, ATEFL President, opening 

plenary)



óLinguistic method has surpassed religion 

in its capacity to arouse controversy and 

create feuds.ô

Mackey, W. F. óThe Meaning of Methodô in Lee, W.R. (ed.) E.L.T. Selections 

2.



ÅLouis Alexanderôs First Things First is 

published.

ñThe student should be 

trained to learn by 

making as few mistakes 

as possible.ò 

Alexander, L. G. (1967) First Things 

First (Teacherôs Book) p. xii.



ÅH.V. Georgeôs 101 Substitution Tables 

for Students of English is published.

óWith these Substitution 

Tables you can speak 

and write many 

thousands of English 

sentences, without 

making a single 

mistake.ô



ÅPit CorderôsóThe significance of 

learnersô errorsô: 

The óbuilt in syllabusô



1968





1969



ÅKelly, L.G. 25 Centuries of Language 

Teaching: 500BC ï1969.

ñMethods are of little 

interestò.



ÅPostman & Weingartner Teaching as a 

Subversive Activity.

ñSuppose all the syllabi and 

curricula and textbooks in 

the schools disappearedé 

Then suppose that you 

decided to turn this 

ñcatastropheò into an 

opportunity é What would 

you do?ò



1971



ÅChris Candlin presents a paper called 

óSociolinguistics and communicative 

language teachingô at IATEFL 

Conference.

ÅCouncil of Europe Symposium at 

Rüschlikon, Switzerland. 







1972



ÅWiddowson óThe teaching of English as 

communication.ô (ELT Journal)

ÅSavignon: óCommunicative competence: 

an experiment in foreign language 

teachingô;



1973



ÅConference on óThe Communicative 

Teaching of Englishô at University of 

Lancaster.

ÅThe first ómorpheme studiesô (Dulay

and Burt: óShould we teach children 

syntax?ô).





1975



ÅAbbs, Ayton & Freebairn publish 

Strategies.

ÅJan van EkôsThreshold Level English 

syllabus is published;  




