
Page 1 of 1 
 

 TODAY’S “SHORT TOPIC” 
FACTS MATTER! 
(To some folks, 
 anyway!) 

 

By Stephen L. Bakke  May 31, 2015 

 
Here’s what provoked me:  
 
A full-fledged “Commentary” article made some major mistakes by offering demonstrably false 
claims about how wonderful Europe is compared to the United States. I almost spit out my 
coffee while reading the end of this article 
 
Here’s my response:        
 
Facts Matter! (To some folks, anyway!) 
 
Martin Harris was given the unique opportunity to offer his opinion in “Commentary” on May 30 
(“US defense spending is excessive, misguided”). And he does just fine because he’s entitled to his 
honest opinion. When he started to spout some facts about Europe, however, his armor started to 
crack. A reader, looking for an expert’s opinion to dependably rely on, should evaluate how 
dependable that expert is by checking out a few “facts.” 
 
Harris stated: “Our friends in Central Europe and the North Atlantic countries …… have (various 
wonderful things and) …… mostly full employment.” I was living with his honest opinions until that 
declaration. 
 
I said to myself: “I’d better go back and review the facts, because that’s NOT quite how I remember 
it.” In fact, France, Greece, Italy, Ireland, Finland, Belgium, Netherlands, Canada and Sweden have 
unemployment rates ranging from almost 7% to almost 26%. The average rate for those countries 
is 11%. Countries which arguably compare well with the U.S. are UK, Germany, Denmark, Norway, 
and Switzerland. 
 
Our economy needs improvement, Mr. Harris, but we still outshine most of the industrialized world. 
NOBODY is at “mostly full employment.” Check your facts and tone down your claims! 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX6xJW1OCioAVR6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=patriotic+icons&fr=yfp-t-701-s&b=271&tab=organic&w=371&h=425&imgurl=www.easyvectors.com/assets/images/vectors/afbig/usflag-clip-art.jpg&rurl=http://www.easyvectors.com/browse/other/usflag-clip-art&size=48.9+KB&name=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&p=patriotic+icons&oid=0d4d6c041da29871281e6d0f0786958b&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701-s&tt=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&b=271&ni=30&no=291&tab=organic&sigr=11nlvf8jm&sigb=13gvc40mh&sigi=123f8s97f&.crumb=LfR3yHbsJpd
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX6xJW1OCioAVR6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=patriotic+icons&fr=yfp-t-701-s&b=271&tab=organic&w=371&h=425&imgurl=www.easyvectors.com/assets/images/vectors/afbig/usflag-clip-art.jpg&rurl=http://www.easyvectors.com/browse/other/usflag-clip-art&size=48.9+KB&name=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&p=patriotic+icons&oid=0d4d6c041da29871281e6d0f0786958b&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701-s&tt=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&b=271&ni=30&no=291&tab=organic&sigr=11nlvf8jm&sigb=13gvc40mh&sigi=123f8s97f&.crumb=LfR3yHbsJpd
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pJRiEFT.igAvdiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzcjZ1MWV0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyMzhlZGYzOTM3ZjU2OTA3N2JhOTM3YjA5ZmE0ZTYzZARncG9zAzI3BGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=editor,+icon&fr=yfp-t-950&tab=organic&ri=27&w=128&h=128&imgurl=icons.iconarchive.com/icons/mattahan/buuf/128/Rich-Text-Editor-icon.png&rurl=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/buuf-icons-by-mattahan/Rich-Text-Editor-icon.html&size=18.1KB&name=Rich+Text+<b>Editor+icon</b>&p=editor,+icon&oid=238edf3937f569077ba937b09fa4e63d&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-950&tt=Rich+Text+<b>Editor+icon</b>&b=0&ni=128&no=27&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=12hauc389&sigb=13d3lqko8&sigi=127oev4pf&sigt=10sufb5l3&sign=10sufb5l3&.crumb=G3tNhuLUttj&fr=yfp-t-950

