Our gospel reading today of Simeon's reaction to Jesus, 


is a great bridge into the story of Hosea for multiple readings.  

Simeon's story complete's the story arc of naming a child, 


something key to Hosea's story.  

Simeon tells of how Jesus will bring Salvation.  


3 language translations removed, 



it is hard to see, 


but Jesus and Hosea are the same root name.  



We should remember that Jesus is the Greek form of the name Joshua.  


Both names come from Yeshua, 




or Yahweh Saves.  


As those who have studied the book of Hosea proclaim, 



there is no greater story in the Old Testament of Yahweh's love 




and redemption of his people 





than the Book of Hosea.  


Second only to the Gospel story itself in all of scripture.  

Finally, 


Simeon's last words to Mary tell of the rising and falling of many, 



the hearts of people being revealed, 


and that is what Hosea's prophecies are about.  


The most amazing heart that is revealed, 



is that of God himself.  

So as we begin this journey into the book of Hosea, 


I invite you to see God's joy in us 


and also God's broken heart over us. 



The two stand side by side throughout Hosea, 




because of the overarching love of God for us, 



demonstrated in this story 




and seen in God coming in human flesh, 




to dwell amongst and with us, 



so that he might save us 



and raise us up with him 




as who we were originally created to be in God's image.

Hosea does not make this task easy 


to any Puritan sensibilities that we might have however.  

After one line telling us 


that the word of the Lord came to him during a period that lasts over 50 years, 

we hear in verse 2 what may have been the first prophecy, 


or God speaking to 


and through Hosea.  

It is the command to give the people a living example of what they are doing, 


so they can understand God's heart.  

This also enables Hosea to understand 


where God is coming from as well.  

God instructs Hosea to take and adulterous wife 


and make children of unfaithfulness.  

Now, 


Gomer was not necessarily what we would call a temple prostitute, 


nor would she necessarily be a woman working the corner today.  

Unfortunately, 


her situation is easy enough to think of in our every day life.  

Gomer is a woman who has found power and survival 


in and through her body.  

While not having the benefits of a marriage, 


she has reaped the rewards of being a mistress to many.  

You can survive 


and live off offering your body in exchange for food, 


money, 


praise, 


and worship.  

But you need to be ready to move on from man to man, 


because it is not a life of permanency.

How Gomer ended up this way, 


we don't know.  

But from what the text explains, 


there is an addictive element to it.  

For later in our story, 


after Hosea has married her, 

she returns to it for the perceived pleasure, 


even when something more stable, 


more human, 


better,



is offered to her.  

When I have talks about how teenage girls get caught up in the sex trade, 


it always plays on the themes of love and acceptance, 

but as all evil things do, 


that love and acceptance is severely twisted.  

There is incredible work that has to be done 


before someone coming out of the sex trade



can realize that they are loved simply because they are a child of God.  


There is a complete, 



fulfilling life out there for them, 


but they are addicted to hollow forms of the love and intimacy that God intended.

Now, 


I am being harsh and descriptive on Gomer, 



because Gomer is us.  



You and me.  

From Adam and Eve 


to today, 

we have continually looked anywhere besides God 


for our fulfillment and completion.  

We look to other humans, 


to our jobs,


 to our bodies, 


to our pleasure 



to fulfill what only God can really fill.  

Hosea entering into a covenant bond with Gomer 


is exactly what God has done with us, 



the bride of God's covenant.  

God's covenant with Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David 


made us his people 


and Yahweh was our God.  

But from the beginning of the covenant, 


we were unfaithful.  

But that is the beauty


 and the pain of a covenant.  

Even when one party is not abiding by it, 


the other side remains bound 


and the negligent party is called upon to comply.  

Unlike a contract, 


where once broken, 



both sides are free.

Hosea enters into this marriage 


knowing that Gomer has been with others 


and that being with others will continue, 



even after the bond of marriage.  

The question is why?  


If Hosea provides her with a house, 


children, 


love, 


care, 


emotional and spiritual support, 


gives her time to be with her friends, 



why would she look for these things elsewhere? 

This is a question we need to reckon with, 


because God provides all of these things for us, 


and yet we look elsewhere for them other than God.  

When we describe ourselves, 


the first words out of our mouth are usually not, 



“I am a child of God 




and redeemed by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  

Usually they follow the format of, 


“I am Ryan, 



from Bozeman, MT, 


I am a pastor of 13 years in Skagway, Alaska.  


I am married to Lisa and we have two daughters, 



Eva and Esme.”  

These are all good 


and gifts of God in my life, 

but it also shows that I do not put God first, 


as my source of every thing.  

I fall into the great American trap of Ryan fought and fended for all of these things.  


Instead of them being a gift from God.

We need to also acknowledge 


that Hosea is taking children of unfaithfulness into his life 



as part of this calling.  

This pairing of wife and children 


works to make the message of God clear.  

Scripture seems clear 


that the behaviors and practices of the religious leaders, 


the government, 


and the King do, 



trickles down to the people themselves, 



to the general population.  

If your pastor, 

mayor, 

and city council look out only for themselves, 


then you shouldn't be surprised 



if everyone in the city is soon looking out only for themselves.  

If they are serving and giving of themselves, 


expect that to catch on eventually.

Hosea and Gomer have at least 3 children,


 2 sons and a daughter, 



to help the people understand what is going to happen to them, 


because of what their mother, 



or the political and religious leaders have done, 




in spite of the love and support of their husband.  

Jezreel was a fertile plain 


that saw many battles.  

Including the one that brought the house of Jehu into power.  


Jehu did what the Lord had asked of him 



in ending the family line of Ahab.  


But the fact that Jehu did not change the way the kingdom worked 



and may have taken some excessive liberties 



in eliminating Ahab's bloodline, 


mean it is time for them to be off the throne.

Lo-Ruhamah is the daughter born next, 


with a hard name.  

The Lo- functions like our un- or a- 


as a stand in for Not.  

Ruhamah is loved.  

Hosea names his daughter, 


“Not loved.”  

After naming our daughter Esme, 


partly because it means “Beloved,” 


naming a child “not loved” is sickening.  

But what is there for God to love about us?  


I hope you have a few things you can answer my question with, 



because there are things for God to love about each one of us.  




You are God's hands and feet.  


But there is plenty that we have done 



and left undone 




that would leave us not loved.  

This brings us to the first of many paradoxes in Hosea.  


That with the same breath, 



we can hear, 




“I will no longer show love 





or forgive them.  




Yet I will show love to the house of Judah; 





and I will save them.”  

The relationship will change, 


but the covenant does not.  

God loves you just the way you are.  


But God loves you too much 



to leave you just the way you are.

With the second son 


comes the second “Lo”, 



not my people 



and I am not your God.  

When our children are not living up to our hope and potential for them, 


this is tempting to say.  

And when we look at Israel, 

when we look at our selves, 


it is often how we are living.  

So sometimes rebuking, 

letting someone live out their fantasy 


with all the realities that come with it, 



is necessary to bring about repentance.  

Hosea's prophecy so far 


has covered a minimum of 5 years so far, 



and seen the people act out more, 



instead of repent.  

So the need to step away is evident.  

But so is the need of a Savior.  


Which the Lord will also do 



when the time is right.  

Having walked with a few people through the recovery process, 


which is just a clearer example of where we all are, 



I have tried to walk this line.  


Helping when they are ready for help,


 but not exhausting myself 



when they are not in a place for change.  

Finding that proper time is hard.  


But God promises Israel 



He will do it 



and make them more numerous than the sands on the shore.  

All will be reversed 


and we will again be Son's of the living God, 


be united, 


and be God's people once again, 



God's loved ones.

That was to come, 


because God made a covenant 



which God can not break, 



because of who God is.  

Hosea is finding out who God is, 


as he lives out this prophecy with a wife 



that is not monogomous with him, 


and children 



who's names remind him of what is to come for himself 




and his nation.  

It is in the midst 

and from this pain, 


that Yahweh is able to speak through Hosea.  

Because Hosea now understands the perspective Yahweh is speaking from.  


The heart break, 


the betrayal, 


the loving 



and not being loved in return, 




yet continuing to love, 




support, 




and try to make life the best for the one he is in covenant with is hard.  

In the weeks ahead, 


we will dive deeper into this love story that is as true as can be.  

As we do, 


remember that the call for us to change is always there.  


God's steadfast love is also always there, 



even when we don't pay attention to it.  

How amazing is that love?

