Today is the day we lit the pink candle.  


The candle is pink, 



because in the progression of the Christmas story, 


today is the day that Mary showed up at Elizabeth's door 



and Elizabeth felt John in her stomach leap for joy 



and Elizabeth proclaims her beautiful lines, 


““Blessed are you among women, 


and blessed is the child you will bear! 


43 But why am I so favored, 




that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 

44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, 



the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 

45 Blessed is she 



who has believed that what the Lord has said to her 




will be accomplished!”  


This leads Mary to respond with her magnificant, 



which can be read in Luke 1:46-55.

Today, 


looking at their circumstances, 



it is hard to see why these two women should be rejoicing.  

Elizabeth is in a high risk pregnancy in the golden years of her life.  

Mary is pregnant via the Holy Spirit 


and God is working with Joseph to accept his role.  



These factors alone make these births difficult.  

The world is not exactly welcoming to their children at this stage either.  


Herod the Great is on the throne, 



with his allegiance greater to Rome than the people.  




A census is under way, 




taxes are ever increasing, 




and the world is full of uncertainties 





into which they are bringing their children.  


If you need help imagining what is was like,



 talk to a mother who had their first child in the past 3 years.  

All the questions of how is this going to work now 


are present in their stories 


and the fears associated with them.

But Mary and Elizabeth's songs do not focus here.  


They focus on Joy.  

The reason they focus on joy 


is because they are not focused on their current circumstances, 


but on the promises of God.  

They see that they are part of God's story 


and God is bringing changes to the world.  

So they can find joy 


even in the midst of total chaos and uncertainty.  

They can do this, 


not because they are silver lining people, 

but because they are focusing on someone and something certain.  


God their father 


and God's in-breaking kingdom.

You hopefully are familiar with the last beatitude of Jesus.  


It is a perplexing one, 

““Blessed are you when people insult you, 

persecute you 

and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 

12 Rejoice and be glad, 



because great is your reward in heaven, 


for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 



who were before you.”  

Verse 12 seems out of place.  


Why should we rejoice and be glad



 that we are being insulted, persecuted, and saying evil against us?  

If we look closely, 


that is not why we should rejoice.  

We are rejoicing 


because of our reward in heaven.  


The gift that God has given us.  



That is our focus.

What we are experiencing now 


is notwhat we are to base our outlook on.  

What has happened in Jesus coming to earth, 


showing us grace by dying in our place, 


God offering us new life through Jesus' resurrection, s


ending the Holy Spirit to walk with us, 



and to someday be part of God's Kingdom fully 




without tears, pain, or death.

The incarnation of Jesus fulfilled much of the New Testament.  


Jesus' life also added new elements for which we can live in joy.  

While the Messiah has come, 


we wait for the finishing touches of the Messiah to come.  

We live in the reality of the Holy Spirit being present now, 


which can transform our whole outlook to the day.  

This promise sounds too great, 


until we realize how fickle our thoughts and emotions are.  

We watch children go from excited 


to tears 


to laughing in the course of a minute.  

We like to pretend we are more sophisticated as adults.  


But a text, 


email, 


phone call 


or comment can all change our disposition.  

They can 


but they don't have to.  

The question is, 


what is determining our feelings of joy?  

If it is people liking us, 


we are in trouble.  

If it is getting what we want, 


we are in trouble.  

If it is dependent on anything on this planet behaving consistently, 


we are in trouble.  

If it is dependent on God being a


nd doing what God says, 



our joy is secure and complete.  

As Mary and Joseph 

and the shepherds experienced that night, 


what God says he will do, 



he does.  

What scripture promised 

and Jesus fleshed out God will do, 


if they have not happened yet, 



will happen.  

If we can live there, 


we will be able to feel joy 


even in the midst of sorrow.

God revealed what joy was to me through my friend Kara.  


I first made the connection 



while learning Greek 




and trying to memorize which word meant Joy, 





Chara.  

Kara was an easy pneumonic device for memorization,


for she was always full of joy, 



even when on trips with me.  

If you have listened to very many sermons, 


you know that my trips 



usually have a hiccup that happens somewhere along the line.  


Or when all is planned, 



I am pushing at least someone's limits.  

Despite pushing Kara's limits on repeated occasions, 


she was always open to another adventure.  

The amazing thing about Kara,


 was that she was focused on God's plan and love, 


so that my trip planning blunders did not upset her.  

She was focused on bigger picture items.  


This allowed her to love others well.

The world did not give Kara an easy road 


and does not give Chara, 


joy an easy road.  

But the joy that we hear of in the Bible 


is not dependent on our circumstances, 


but on God's promises.  

Those are unshakeable 


and as the heavens celebrated, 



came to fullness when Jesus was born.  

So we have reason to be joyful, 


even when things are not how we wish them to be.

