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                                             Vol 55, April— May  2023 

Punta Gorda, Florida 
Elks Lodge #2606 The Tale 

Hi all! It’s been a crazy few days since I have taken office and once again, I would like to thank all that 
put their confidence in me. 

We have many exciting things going on over the next few months. 

A). The new Corporate Board of Directors will announce their assigned duties at the April 16th meeting. 

B). Breakfast will continue to be the second and fourth Sunday of each month. 

C). The Golf Tournament and Children’s Bocce Olympics along with the monthly Corporate Board 
meeting will be on April 16th. 

D). April 17th is the Easter Dinner – Get your tickets now! 

E). The first week in May is National Youth Week. 

F). The Mother’s Day Luncheon will be on May 8th. 

G). Our Sallie Jones Picnic will take place on May 18th. 

H). May 30th will be our Memorial Day Picnic and there will be NO chicken night. 

I). June 11th  will be the return of our Kids Fishing Tournament. 

J). Flag Day is on June 14th. 

K). and July 4th is our annual Fourth of July Picnic on the River. Again, there will be NO chicken night. 

Come join us in some or even all of these great events. They are sure to be good times with great 
friends. 

In closing, thank you all for your support and I’m looking forward to a busy and productive year. 

 

Respectfully, 

Tom Shoecraft  
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The Punta Gorda Elks Lodge #2606  

newsletter, The Elks Tale,  is published 
 Bi-monthly. 

P U N T A  G O R D A  E L K S  # 2 6 0 6  

25538 Shore Drive    P.O. Box 511598 
Punta Gorda, FL  33951—1598 

www.puntagordaelks.org 
Lodge Secretary:              Pete Vaphiades PDD 
Secretary’s Assistant                           Teresa Bird 
                                             941 637-2606 x 104 
Membership                        941 637-2606 x 103 
      Hours M-Th 9:00 to 2:00,  Fr  9:00 to Noon                                                 
Fax                                              941 637-4769                                   
E-mail:                             pgelks2606@gmail.com 

P A S T  E X A L T E D  R U L E R S  

1980-81    Don Roll PDDGER (D) 
1981-82    Wayne Arnold (D) 
1982-83   Gordon Keller (D) 
1983-84   Tony Maresca (D) 
1984-85   Sam Cavaliar (D) 
1985-86    Jim Christman (D) 
1986-87  Jay Stewart 
1987-88  Barry Carmichael 
1988-89  George Lamb (D) 
1989-90  Art Doran (D) 
1990-91  Charlie Hauka (D) 
1991-92  Ron Sorrentino PDDGER (D) 
1992-93    Darrell Hughes 
1993-94  Phillip Sansosti 

1994-95   Gordon Schmidt (D) 
1995-96     David Koch (D) 
1996-97   Gerald Philbrick 
1997-98   Fred Campau (D) 
1998-99   Vic Bellows (D) 
1999-00   Martin Jordan 
2000-01   Tom Gorman (D)            
2001-02   Robert Townsend (D) 
2002-03   George McCloughan (D) 
2003-04     Carl Rehling 
2004-05     Tyrone MacKenzie PDDGER 
2005-06     Tom Gorman 
2006-07     Bob Hahn 
2007-08     Charles Warren 
2008-09     William Jameson 
2009-10     Patricia Schmidt 

2010-11     George Kretschman (D) 
2011-12     John Lennon 
2012-13     Ann Jameson (D) 
2013-14     Greg Czarnecki 
2014-15     Joe Campbell 
2015-16     Julie Avers 
2016-17     Bill Dryburgh 
2017-18     Judy Nuetzel 
2018-19     Walter LaCombe 
2019-20   Tim Pohto 
2020-21    Fred Nuetzel 
2021-22    Walter LaCombe 

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE: Walter LaCombe PER 
Camp                                         Janice MacKenzie 
Drug Awareness                         Joe Campbell PER        
Hoop-Shoot                                         Julie Frainier         
Kids Fishing Tournament               Tom Shoecraft 
Sallie Jones Picnic                                Sue Bower 
Scholarships                            Anthony (Bud) Bell 
Soccer Shoot                                     Greg Winkler 
Blood Drive         Ambrose Yelovich PER                           
 
FRATERNAL COMMITTEE: Daleen Hendrickson  PER 
Accident Prevention                       Charles Troike 
Americanism                     Ty MacKenzie PDDGER 
Elks Nat’l Foundation                     Bob Hahn PER  
Flag Day                                             Exalted Ruler 
ELKS Memorial Day                             Vickie Hahn 
Nat’l Veterans Service              Anthony (Bud) Bell 
Veterans Parade                           Charles Moores          
All Games                                               Sue Bower   
PUBLIC RELATIONS: 
State                                                     Teresa Bird            
National                              Ambrose Yelovich PER 

LODGE OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
Exalted Ruler                                    Tom Shoecraft            
Leading Knight                                  Dave Casadei         
Loyal Knight                                           (OPEN) 
Lecturing Knight                            Charles Moores    
Secretary                                 Pete Vaphiades PDD  
Treasurer                                                Jim Sidbury   
Tiler                                                          Bill Gurnick 
Esquire                                    Diana Beamenderfer                                  
Chaplain                               Ambrose Yelovich PER 
Inner Guard                              Helen Marcinkowski 
Organist                                                            Open 
Presiding Justice                           Hal Wotitzky Esq 
Sub Forum Mediator                     Bill Jameson PER 
 
TRUSTEES 
*1 year                                              Charles Troike                 
*2 Year                                            Donald Krueger        
*3 Year                                                Gary Frainier   
*4 Year                                               Dan Schilling       
*5 Year                                    A. Joe Campbel PER             
   
Lodge Adviser                         Bill Dryburgh DDGER 

AUDITING & ACCOUNTING COMMITTEE 
Auditor                                         Robert Hahn PER 
Auditor                    Tyrone MacKenzie PDDGER     
 
STATE MAJOR PROJECTS:  
Bill Jameson PER 
* Harry Anna-Trust Fund  
* Florida Elks Youth Camp 
* Florida Elks Children’s Therapy 
 
PUNTA GORDA ELKS, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President                                            Don Krueger 

Vice President/Maintenance         Tom Shoecraft                

Secretary /Cabins                Diana Beamenderfer                             

Treasurer                                          Gary Frainier        

Bar                                                Denis Bachand                 

Mon. Chicken/Kitchen                                             

Dining Room                              Marcia Bachand 

 Cabins                                              Donald Boyd 

MEETINGS   
Lodge: 1st & 3rd Tuesday Monthly 7:00pm,  Lodge Board of Directors: 1st & 3rd Tuesday Monthly 6:00pm  
(Except 1st Tuesday in July and 3rd Tuesday in August) 
Corporation Board of Directors:  3rd Saturday 9:00am;  PER Association:  1st Thursday Monthly 5:00pm  
Elkettes:  4th Tuesday Monthly 7:00pm 

The Tale 
P U N T A  G O R D A  E L K S ,  I N C .  

Corporate Office Manager          Michelle Staples 
   941 637-2606 x 102 
Cabin Rental  941 637-2606 x 101 
E-mail:                                 pgelkscabins@comcast.net 

P U N T A  G O R D A  E L K E T T E S  # 2 6 0 6  

Thrift Shop                                    941 637-2606 x 110 
E-mail:                                elkettes2606@comcast.net 
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                                          Secretary’s 

                     Corner 

 

I have received several complaints about members breaking their oath to 
the Elks.  “I will never introduce into the Order  anything of a political or sec-
tarian character”  Please no profanity, political/religious discussion or cloth-
ing on the Lodge property. 

 

Lets keep our Lodge a non-controversial and friendly place to come. 

 

Peter Vaphiades PDD Secretary 

Punta Gorda Elks Lodge Wall of Honor.  The Punta Gorda Elks has a Wall of Honor that 
portrays active-duty service family members of lodge members.  If you have a family member 
(i.e., son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, son-in-law, daughter-in-law) serving in the military 
and would like them recognized on our Wall of Honor, please contact Bob Hahn, PER for more 
information. 

“Send Help” 

 

A member looked around the lodge and saw a need for volunteers for Chicken Night, S.W.A.T. Team, 50/50 

Drawings, and various other projects.  The member looked up at the heavens and said, “God, look at all 

these members (5,000) who are not volunteering.  Why don’t you send help?” God answered him saying, “I 

did send help.  I sent you.”  This goes along with my favorite quote.  I wondered why someone didn’t do 

something.  Then I realized that I am “someone”.  

 

Reminder:  Next Blood Drive is May 19th 
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Elkdom 

Helping 

Our Children 

And Veterans 

Elkettes President 

Chick LaCombe 

GROWING A GARDEN OF FRIENDSHIP 
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BLOOD DRIVE   

May 19th, 8 am—1 pm 

The rules for donating have changed recently.  We can now accept people who otherwise might not have 

been able to donate in the past.  This includes many who have cancer.  Previously, there was a five-year 

deferral after the last treatment.  Certain skin cancers made for a permanent deferral.  Now, most cancer 

survivors are eligible to donate immediately or one year after their last treatment. 

 

Potential doners in our group understand that you can donate if you are healthy, on blood pressure medi-

cations, have diabetes, and/or take aspirin as a daily regimen.  Even having a recent tattoo or traveling 

out of the country to a high malaria risk area defers them for only one year. 

 

Doners can be as young as 16 with written permission and 17 years of age with verbal permission.  There 

is no upper age limit. 

 

The ALYX system collects only red blood cells.  This donation can be given once every 112 days.  However, 

this counts as two donors.  Ask for information on your next donation. 

 

ALL NEW DONORS WILL RECEIVE A T-SHIRT AND A COUPON FOR A COMPLIMENTARY DINNER IN OUR DIN-

ING ROOM. 

 

2022 Blood Drive Schedule 

May 19th,   July 14th,   September 8th,   November 3rd. 
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Serving 
4:30pm – 7:30pm

Limited Quantity 
300 Available Dinners

Chicken 
Night 

Dine-In or Carry Out

Live Entertainment:

Karaoke with
Billy G. 6-9pm

For Carry-Out:
You MUST Come in to place 

your order.
NO PHONE CALLS Please

Music with 
Michael Hirst 3-6pm
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