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1 BACKGROUND
A The Food Security Act of 1985, Title XII, provides
for highly erodible land conservation and wetland
conservation.
B The provisions of highly erodible land

conservation and wetland conservation are intended
to discourage cultivating highly erodible land and
converting wetlands to produce agricultural
commodities.

2 REASON FOR ISSUANCE

This handbook provides ASCS policies and guidelines for

administering the provisions of highly erodible land
conservation and wetland conservation.
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SECTION 4 WC EXEMPTION

EXEMPTIONS

A person shall not be determined ineligible for program
benefits because of producing an agricultural commodity
on:

A Converted wetland, if the conversion began before
December 23, 1985. Conversion will be considered
as having begun before December 23, 1985, if any of
the following applies:

*——1 The draining, dredging, leveling, filling, or
other manipulation including any activity
that results in impairing or reducing the
flow, circulation, or reach of water was
actually started on the wetland before
December 23, 1985.

2 The person applying for benefits has expended
or legally committed substantial funds before
December 23, 1985, by either of the
following:

a Entering into a contract for
installation of any of the activities
described in subparagraph 1.

b Purchasing construction supplies or

material for the primary and direct
purpose of converting the wetland.--*
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