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Easter Season 2018

It has been sixty-two years since Easter Sunday fell on April first (better known as April
Fool’s Day). Ironically, some people believe us to be fools for believing in Jesus Christ’s ressurrection from the grave. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 1:18, “For the message of the cross
is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God.” We continue to celebrate the message of the cross and the power of His resurrection. We hope you will join us for two special times of remembrance and celebration:

e!

Good Friday Worship Service
March 30
6:30 PM
Join us in the auditorium as we remember
the Lord’s death and burial.

Easter Morning Worship Service
April 1
10:30 AM
Join us in the auditorium as we celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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by Eric Martin, Senior Pastor

A while ago we began to discuss the office of elder during our study of the book of 1 Timothy. I have
intentionally allowed time for Northsiders to examine
the Word to see the call for and priority of elders in the
local congregation. Since our time studying 1 Timothy,
I have had the opportunity to continue to address the
critical office of elder. Time has gone by, and if you are
like me, you need a refresher to our time in 1 Timothy, so
in this article let’s spend some time revisiting 1 Timothy
and Paul’s instruction concerning Elders.
The primary goal of Paul’s first letter to Timothy
is that “you may know how one ought to behave in
the household of God, which is the church of the living God” (I Timothy 3:14-15).   For there to be correct
order, Timothy had to first
deal with false teachers (I
Timothy 1:3-20). An accurate understanding of the
gospel leads to practical,
visible change in the lives
of those who believe it.
Paul’s desire was for these
Ephesians Christians to live
in a way that displayed
the beauty of the gospel
to the lost world.
One of the significant
ways God intends for the
church to guard the correct understanding of the
gospel is for the church
to appoint elders who will
give attention to the doctrinal matters of the church
(1 Tim 3:1-7). Acts: 20:17-36
is one of the texts that reveal the job of the elders:
“to keep watch over the
flock.” We should first notice in Acts 20:17 Paul called
the Ephesian “elders” together, not the whole congregation, but the elders. And then He gave the responsibility of the congregation over to the elders in verse
28. Paul charged the elders to pay careful attention to
themselves and all the flock. Why were they to “pay attention”? In Acts 20:29 Paul informs the elders that after
his departure would come “fierce wolves not sparing
the flock.”  Paul is departing and therefore leaving the
responsibility of guarding the flock with these men. We
later learn from I Timothy that the “fierce wolves” were
false teachers and when Paul charged the elders to
keep watch, he had in mind the doctrinal teaching of
the church.
In Acts 20:17-39 Paul called for the elders. And later
in verse 28, Paul told the same elders to “pay careful
attention” to the flock which God had made them
overseers (the overseer is the same Greek word some-

times translated bishop). Also in verse 28, Paul called on
the elders/overseers to shepherd (shepherd and pastor
are also interchangeable) the church of God. We can
conclude therefore from Acts 20:17-36 that the words
elder, shepherd/pastor and overseer/bishop are all interchangeable words in the New Testament.
To return to I Timothy, in 3:1 Paul wrote, “If anyone
aspires to the office of an overseer, he desires a noble
task.” Paul then went on to explain the qualifications of
those who will serve the local body as overseers. Paul
assumed the church was continuing to disciple men in
such a way that they will not only desire the office of
an elder but also live in such a way as to model what
it means to be a Christ follower. An undelaying assumption is that the church
of Ephesus had not only a
paid vocational elder (Timothy) but also lay elders
(men from the congregation). Paul was encouraging Timothy to get more
elders, so where was he
to get those elders? Paul
is encouraging Timothy to
seek out men from within
the congregation to serve
as lay elders. In giving the
qualifications for the office
of the elder Paul seems
to expect the church to
be seeking out men and
appoint them as elders/
overseers in the life of the
church (something we often only do for the office of
deacon).
If the elders are to be
paying attention to the
flock, you might be asking who are those fulfilling this
vital role in the life of Northside? Of course, that task
is the responsibility of our vocational pastors. However, just like Paul, I desire men in our congregation who
want and have the gifting to serve as lay elders to assist
in the task of watching over the flock.
Guarding the gospel must remain a priority for all
churches at all times! Has God given us men in our congregation who have a heart to shepherd, teach, and
protect Northside from “fierce wolves” that may come
in to destroy the church? If so, let us appoint them to
the office of elder. As I have mentioned the Biblical job
description of an elder is to guard the doctrine of the
church. Next month, I will address how lay elders serve
with vocational pastors to protect the doctrine of the
church.
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Thank you to the AWESOME volenteers for leading  Parent’s Night Out in February. The children had a fun time.
Our next PNO will be April 27th.
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Parents of Preschoolers: March 11
On Sunday, March 11, all POPs familes are invited to
meet after service in Kids Cove for a time of fellowship.
Bring your family lunch and riding toys (strollers, scooters, bikes).  
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Churchwide Skate Night: March 16

Northside Kids Ministry is inviting everyone to come to the Christian Life Center on Friday, March 16, 6:00-8:00 PM
for a fun night. Skates are provided for skating in the gym. We will also be serving pizza.
In addition to the food and fun, we will be stuffing plastic eggs for our egg hunt the we’ll be hosting at Riverwood
Park on March 24. We need your help filling the eggs.

Our Senior Pastor, Eric Martin, is leading a class on Parenting. This is a free
class and offered to parents of kids
and teens. Join us on Sunday, April
8 at 9:00 AM in room D100. We ask
that anyone wanting to participate
in the Parent-Child Dedication on
Mother’s Day attend this class.
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Dean of Boyce Speaking at Ordination

Northside has the privilege of hearing a message from Dr. Matthew Hall
this month. On Sunday, March 25,
Dr. Hall will be speaking during our
10:30 morning worship service in the
auditorium. Hall is the dean of Boyce
College in Louisville, Kentucky, and
also serves as senior vice president
of academic strategy at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. He and his wife, Jeannie,
have three children and are members of Clifton Baptist
Church.
Clifton Baptist Church is where our new Associate Pastor, Nate Brock, and his wife, Rachel, were members
prior to coming to Northside. Nate will be ordained to
the ministry on the day Dr. Hall is speaking. Michael
Man, the pastor of the Indy Jiayin congregation that
meets at Northside will also be ordained. The ordination
council for these two pastors will be held at Northside
on Saturday, March 10 at 9:00 AM in D113. All the ordained men of the church are invited to participate.

Dr. Hall and his wife were Nate and Rachel’s small
group leaders at Clifton and served as their pre-marital
counselors. Above is a picture of the church elders at
Clifton praying God’s blessing on the Brock family as
they begin their new journey here at Northside. Our
church is thankful for those who have poured into the
lives of this family, preparing them for the Lord’s work.
Nate Brock was presented and approved in a vote by
Northside’s members on February 4, 2018. He is now
serving on staff at Northside in the role of Associate Pastor. Our church has already been blessed with three
sermons from him. He is also working with the youth of
our church, coordinating events with our volunteers
and teaching the students. For more information about
Nate, please see page two of the February 2018 issue
of this newsletter, The Vision, available on our website:
www.northsideindy.org.
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Covenant Foods Stories

by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
     We want you to know that we would love for every
church member to visit Covenant Foods at least one
time. Each Tuesday evening the prayer circle starts at
3:30 and guests are here from 4:00 - 6:30. Just seeing
the ministry in action would give you a whole different
understanding of what we do and how you could most
effectively pray and support us. But, we know that work
and family schedules make that impossible for many.
So, here is a small sample of some recent stories from
our guests that will give you a little better idea of what
happens each week.
A family said their electric bill was surprisingly high this
month due to the extreme cold weather. They will have
to pay it in installments. Coming to our pantry is a huge
blessing, especially at this time of the year.
One lady said the last time she was here, she got
some kind of juice boosted with things for joint pain like
turmeric and ginger. She drank it that night. Her arthritic
and back pains went away and she slept so well all
night long. She wanted to know where to go to get
more of it. Fresh Thyme!
A couple who was displaced, after the recent hurricane in Florida destroyed the boat they lived on, came
here to stay with family. The food they have received
was a big help in tiding them over. Also, they were
praising for answered prayers. They now have a place
of their own, she has a new job, and he has a much
needed new prosthetic leg.
A new guest was very interested to hear what his
counselor was sharing about Jesus. He wanted to think
about it and asked if he could come back the following week, not for food, but to just ask more questions.
     One regular guest is from Iraq and is now in America
with his immediate family. He appreciates our prayers
so much for his extended family, still in Iraq, who recently had to move due to the ongoing persecution they
face for being Christians.
One sweet lady has been coming to the pantry for
eight years. She says she continues to come, of course,
because she is on a fixed income and needs the food.
But she also comes because she can feel the presence
of God here.
Not every story is a positive one. Sometimes guests
are discouraged, anxious, in too big of a hurry to want
to talk, angry, or even hostile toward the gospel. But we
pray our loving attitudes and faithful presence each
Tuesday evening will be used by God to speak to them
in their hardest of times. You can see why your prayers
are so important to us. So, come and see in
person what is going on at your pantry sometime. It’s not just food, but so much more.
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by Scott Mescher, Reaching & Teaching

The Mescher Family

Connection with Northside
God brought our family to Northside the summer before I entered 8th grade. At that time I had no awareness of how He would use that move to launch me on
an incredible journey.   I attended Reflections every
Thursday night and remember the first night we met in
the “new” Family Life Center. During my teenage years I did not miss
D-Now, Snowblast, or the Ulitmate
Youth Camp.   As I look back, I attended those events because I enjoyed the events and the activities.
I had no idea how God would use
the ministry of Northside to prepare
me for all that was ahead.
Mission Experience
Attending the ministries of Northside Student Ministry was exciting,
but what really opened my eyes
to God’s plan for my life were our
summer mission trips. I will never forget riding the double decker bus
through Arkansas on our first choir
tour/ mission trip. I loved the adventure of it all coupled with the joy
of serving others and sharing God’s
Word. The following year we all had
to learn the plan of salvation, present it to adults at
Northside as a prerequisite for the trip.  It was intimidating but helped me focus on what the trip to Warroad,
MN was going to be about. As the trip came nearer,
Rusty Kennedy asked me to “preach” at the Family
night at the end of the week.  On the last night of that
mission trip, I told more stories than Scripture, but I know
I shared the plan of salvation under the pavilion in the
park in Warroad.  

8

I did not know exactly what type of ministry God would
lead me to. As a senior in high school I remember going
to the front of the Sanctuary at 3021 E 71st and saying,
“Here am I, send me.” And I remember Bob Latham
receiving me that December morning saying, “I have
been waiting for you.” It was so reassuring that I had
taken these steps of surrender that were recognized by
one I respected so much.
At Oklahoma Baptist University I
prepared for ministry, and served in
a variety of types of ministry. During my second year of college I
learned of an opportunity to spend
a summer in Mexico. I shared the
opportunity with some leaders at
Northside and the church helped
fund the trip. The summer abroad
was a significant step of faith and
development in my spiritual life.
I was never a part of international
trips at Northside as a student. But
in 2001 I went with a team of Northside students to Guatemala. God
stirred my heart while serving there
with a group of Northside students
and visiting with IMB missionaries.
As that trip concluded, I had another incredible and undeniable
experience with God.
Reaching & Teaching International Ministries
Over the years I have served in a variety of ministry
roles and always had a missions connection and interest. Recently I served at a church in Salado, TX and led
the church to develop missions partnerships in Mexico,
Mali and helped coordinate a partnership in England.
I thought God brought me here to broaden the involvement and awareness of missions for the church.
But again, I realized that it was a part of God’s plan to
shape me for His greater purpose.
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In 2016 I transitioned to a full-time missionary role with Reaching &
Teaching International Ministries. I serve the dual roles of Training Facilitator and Director of Operations. As Training Facilitator, I help provide
biblical and theological training for pastors and church leaders who
live in remote locations throughout Latin America. As Director of Operations I perform administrative duties on behalf of our 30 missionaries.
It is a joy to see how God used the various stops along the journey to
prepare me for this role. It is exciting to continue the journey to the
ends of the earth sharing God’s Word and helping pastors become the
effective leaders God called them to be.
Keep in touch
I invite you to continue the journey with me.
God is not done…in every community I visit, I
meet a pastor from the next community out.
There is much to be done.
If you would like information on supporting
me and my family as we serve in this ministry,
please email me at scott.mescher@rtim.org or
go to
reachingandteaching.org/staff/scottmescher
Thank you,
Thank you to the many leaders of Northside
who cast the vision of missions, the members
who pray for those who serve and the members who give so others can go!
For His Glory,
Scott
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Doug Anderson & Band: Concert March 10
Northside is the venue for a special musical event the
weekend of March 9-10, which culminates in a 7:00 pm
Saturday concert, open to the public! Doug Anderson is
a grammy-nominated Gospel artist and winner of 14 Dove
awards. The Indiana Gospel Music Association is holding
its annual Artists’ Retreat at Northside that weekend. More
information on this event is available at www.INGMA.com.
Admission price to the concert is $10 and those wishing to
donate more will be appreciated. Bring your friends!
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Eric Martin
emartin@northsideindy.org
Senior Pastor

Micah Langmaack
micah@northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager

John Reeder
jreeder@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Jan Jeter
office@northsideindy.org
Office Assistant

Nathan Brock
nbrock@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor

Barbara Cross
bcross@northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Karen White
kwhite@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Bev Olonoh
accounting@northsideindy.org
Controller

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training
Old Testament: Nicholas Piotrowski
Room D110
Biblical Counseling: Jason Hammond
Room D100

Join us for our bimonthly Members’ Meeting on Sunday, March 18 in the Christian
Life Center. Pitch-in dinner is at 5:00 PM and
meeting at 6:00. Pastor Eric will share about
his experience in Belize. Reports will be
shared from ministry teams and new members will be recommended to the congregation. Heidi Kerns (right) was affirmed as a
member at last month’s meeting.

Steinmeier:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Married Couples:
Wednesdays 317-255-6692
Women (Fishers):
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples
Broad Ripple:
1st & 3rd Thursdays 631-316-2423
College & Career
Sunday Mornings at 9 AM
Young Adults Life Group in D112

