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Welcome
Message from Your President
Dear Members,

Photos from Past
Meetings

and

How long have you loved orchids? It’s difficult for me to
remember a time when I didn’t have orchids in my life. I
remember my mother raising Cattleyas in our backyard
right here in Delray Beach when I was growing up. She
belonged to a garden club in those days .

Events

When my husband Billy asked for my hand in marriage,
he had tied my engagement ring to an orchid corsage. It’s hard to believe just how long
ago that was! Billy and I will be celebrating our 42nd wedding anniversary on July 14th
so I will miss the meeting on Ghost Orchids but Chickie Tobias, one of our valiant board
members, will be running the zoom meeting for me.

July Meeting: "The Amazing Leafless Florida Native Ghost Orchid"
Date: July 14, 2021
Time: 07:00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83044101250?pwd=NnJPSUdINzNNRFR4QTM1WVlwelI1dz09
Meeting ID: 830 4410 1250
Passcode: 337953
August Meeting: Veteran's Park has reopened and we are so happy to announce our return to
in person meetings Park on August 11, 2021 . The meeting starts at 7 PM and doors open at
6:30 PM. There will not be a Zoom meeting due to the equipment required to film and live
stream at the meeting. We will abide by the City's Covid safety regulations to ensure our
members feel safe .
SHOW AND TELL At our August meeting we ask our members to bring in one of their
blooming orchids and tell us their growing methods. We are asking members to keep their
presentation to 4 minutes or under.
Here are some of the items you may discuss as you “show and tell“ your orchid:
•Name of the orchid
•How long have you had it
•How often does it bloom
•What kind of sunlight do you provide
•How often do you water it
•What type of medium is your orchid in
•How often do you fertilize it
•Where did you get your orchid
Orchid Judging
Congratulations to last month’s 14 Blue Ribbon and CCM winners and we thank all our
members for submitting their lovely flowers for judging. Joan Connor, AOS Judge, continues
her excellent presentation of all orchids submitted. Over the past year, Joan has been

outstanding in judging our orchids and she is not even a member of DBOS. We will miss her
and wish her success as the President of Fort Lauderdale Orchid Society.
See you on Wednesday , July 14, 2021 at 7:00 pm for our LAST Zoom meeting..
Michele Owens, President
Delray Beach Orchid Society
MoLovesOrchids@gmail.com
954 695-7889

JULY SPEAKER AND PROGRAM
"The Amazing Leafless Florida Native Ghost Orchid" Dendrophylax lindenii

Wendy Mazuk has been immersed in the orchid world since 2008. Starting from a free
class on orchids from Broward Orchid Supply and quickly learning much about everything
orchids that you can, and later working the large orchid shows with BOS. Throughout her
time at Florida Gulf Coast University, she did many projects on the Ghost Orchid,
dendrophylax lindenii, including her senior research projects, which lead to researching the
poaching of orchids in the Fakahatchee Strand State Preserve.
Graduating FGCU with a Bachelors Degree in Environmental Studies. Wendy also helps
with camera work and collecting data every summer with park rangers and environmental
scientist, so much so that she has a slough named after her. Wendy is also one of the Directors of Education for her local
Gulf Coast Orchid Alliance. She has also published articles on the Ghost Orchid. Presently she has begun to start her
own part time business helping people with their orchids at home, doing classes and lectures.

AOS Centennial Celebration
The American Orchid Society Centennial Celebration is not only about honoring the past 100 years of our history, but also
preparing to continue our legacy of orchid education, conservation, and research.
You are cordially invited to join us this October 27 - 30, 2021 in Coral Gables, Florida as we gather for this joyous
occasion in conjunction with our Fall Members meeting.
Hosted at the historic Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables, Florida, this event will include not only a line-up of world-class
speakers but also AOS Judging, committee meetings and the semi-annual Meeting of the Members and Town Hall. In
addition, there will be a fabulous live auction which will encompass a variety of offerings - fine art, plants, orchid-themed
jewelry and much more. A Centennial Gala Banquet will be held on Saturday, October 30th. The gala will be an
unforgettable event! Gourmet dinner, first-class entertainment and music in the beautiful setting of the Granada ballroom
and terrace. Tickets are $250.
Click here for details

Orchids and Their Pollinators
By David Horak, Brooklyn Botanical Garden, NY
Some flowering plants are promiscuous, relying on enticement and reward to lure whatever insect
comes along. But orchids typically have exclusive relationships with their pollinators. These are
usually bees, wasps, and flies, but many orchids also utilize moths, butterflies, fungus gnats, or birds

to cross-pollinate their flowers. While the ways that various species entice pollinators to visit their
flowers and carry their pollinia (pollen masses) off to a flower on another plant vary tremendously,
they often employ complex, frequently deceptive strategies to achieve success.
Bloom Time
Governed by the weather and pollinator activity, orchids regulate their bloom time to increase the
likelihood of successful pollination. The length of time that flowers remain open and viable varies
considerably from a few hours in Flickingeria species to as much as nine months in species such as
Dendrobium cuthbertsonii.
Some orchids flower only once or twice a year at very specific times. Others have flowers opening
so frequently during the course of the year that they are almost constantly in bloom. Orchids that
bloom frequently or for extended periods certainly have less difficulty coordinating blooming with
others of their kind, increasing the chances of successful cross-pollination. By contrast, species with short bloom periods would seem
to be at a severe disadvantage. Orchids in the New World genus Sobralia, whose flowers typically are open for no more than one
day, solve this problem by relying on a group temperature signal to achieve simultaneous bloom. Several days after a trigger
temperature is reached, all the individual plants in a given population flower at the same time.
Lures and Rewards
Orchids utilize a variety of intricate strategies for attracting the many specific pollinators on which their survival depends. In virtually
all cases the orchid and pollinator have evolved together.
Microtis parviflora lures its ant pollinator with a reward of nectar.
Prasophyllum fimbria uses deception to attract its pollinators: It seems to offer a food reward but doesn't.
Orchids commonly use nectar to entice their pollinators, but they also employ color, shape, or fragrance, and even mimic the flowers
of other plants. Color is often important for animals active during the day. For example, orchids pollinated by hummingbirds and
butterflies tend to have red, orange, or pink tubular—but not necessarily fragrant—flowers. They frequently have yellow blotchy
patterns to mimic the anthers and pollen of the other plant types visited by these nectar lovers, but this mimicry is deceptive because
the orchids often offer no nectar reward. The flowers of most moth-pollinated species, such as angraecoids, are green or white and are
often very fragrant only at night so they can be found by these primarily night-flying insects. The flowers of orchids pollinated by
flies or carrion beetles, such as many of the Bulbophyllum species, typically come in browns and fleshy reds and emit the odor of
rotting meat. The stench of Bulbophyllum beccarii is so foul that it has been said to smell like "a herd of dead elephants ."
Click here to read the entire article

JULY GROWING BY DR. MOTES
Although the past week erased the rain deficit,
overall, June has been drier than normal. As always,
dry is good news for our orchids as we always want to
be able to add the proper amount of water rather than
try with light and air movement to take away an
excess. The drier air has also created more radiation
of

daytime

heat

and

produced

higher-than-normal

swings of day-to-night temperatures inducing our plants
to root and spike vigorously. Now that the rainy season has returned to its usual
rigor, extra care should be taken to not overwater, indeed for the next few weeks
or more; only substituting the recommended low phosphorus fertilizer for water
should be contemplated when a dry patch presents itself. Remember, days are now
shortening and watering early in the day and only when absolutely necessary becomes
more important with every passing day.

Meanwhile, the threat of Hurricane Elsa looms, howsoever tangential, reminding us to

take any dry period preceding her arrival to be sure our spray program as
recommended in Florida Orchid Growing is up to date. Elsa should also alert us to do
any tree trimming which will give greater light and air movement to our plants. The
extra efforts that will be need to protect our plants from storm damage also
behooves us to be sure not to put off buying hurricane supplies until the last minute
so we will have that extra time for our plants. Check the hurricane advice in Florida

Orchid Growing and here on our website and have the requisite supplies on hand.
June has provided a nearly perfect start to the growing season. Now with the rains
beginning in earnest we are well positioned to deal with any disease problems that
arise if we remain vigilant. Great growers look at each of their plants every day and
can isolate and treat any problem expeditiously. Snails will be loving the rains and
can travel great distances. Two very light applications of snail bait (look for the
smallest pellets) in July will protect our plants which are still soft enough to sustain
damage. In addition to protecting our plants from snail species already here, good
snail control this year may well help in the eradication of the newly introduced horn
tailed snail.

Despite the heat of July afternoons, remember the lengthening nights bring
refreshingly cool, productive mornings for early risers.
Check out our web site for Summer Specials for outstanding orchids.
Dr. Martin Motes Motes Orchids

How to repot a 300 pound Tiger orchid?
If you thought your huge plant was difficult to repot, wait until you read this article from
the Brooklyn Botanical Garden, NY
Click Here;

Help raise funds for DBOS by using
Amazon Smile .
Did you know that you can help support
DBOS
by
using Smile.Amazon.com.
Amazon Smile will donate a portion of
the eligible purchases to DBOS, just
name Delray Beach Orchid Society as

Check out the
American Orchid
Society's web site for
plenty of interesting
articles and photos on
awarded orchids. Pests, fungus, cold,
rain damage? Click here:

your favorite charity
Smile.Amazon.com

and

shop

at

==============================
Board Members

==========================
Upcoming Events

President: Michele Owens

Scheduled Meetings:

Programs: Judith Cohen

July 14 — Last meeting on Zoom.
Wendy Mazuk — "The Amazing Leafless
Florida Native Ghost Orchid"

Membership: Chickie Tobias
Treasurer: Priscilla Roper
Asst. Treasurer: Martha Combs
Recording Secretary: Donna Holt
Corresponding Sec.: Bernadette Garfinkel

August 11 – Return to Veteran's Park. No Zoom
Meeting.
Orchid Roundabout discussion "Show & Tell":
Members discuss their orchids

Trustees:
Nancy Boyle
Pamela Boyle
Barbara Shaw
Buddy Rapaport
Ilene Shulan

Newsletter Editor: Valerie Smith
Club Photographer: John Morris

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this newsletter, please feel free to
contact our President, Michele Owens at at 954-6957889 or email.
If you have special event in your life or know of a
member who is ill, please call our Corresponding
Secretary,

Bernadette

Garfinkel

at

561

398-

6315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail or phone number? We
don't want to lose contact with you. Please contact our
Membership Chair, Chickie Tobias

