Proper 7 A
Matthew 10:2¢-39
June 25%h, 2017

Gt. (zeorge’s Bolton
Fr. Chris

CeCrets

"GO have no fear of them; For hothing is covered up that will
nhot be uncovered, and hothing secret that will hot become
Kkhown.”

Gay or believe what you Wwill, there are no truer words thah
these spoken by Jesus in the Bible or by ahyone anhywhere else
ever since. They are a law Of science. This is how reality
operates. Try as we might to hide things from others, You kKnow
what? They always come out! There is hothing seCret that shall
not be revealed.

Sometimes we keep seCret about what we don’t uhderstand,
hiding it out of embarrassment. Yet sometimes what we don’t
uhderstand is the big seCret we wish to probe and learnh about.
There is hothing Wronhg with being honest about what you
don’t understand or wish to Khow about. There is no other
way to learh thah to ask. Why hold seCret your |aCk Of
Khowledge? You Will be more respected if You ask questions
about things you do not unhderstand to get ClarifiCation ahd
information. SeCrets don’t make sense here, however, low self-
esteem may lead some to hide what they perceive as a laCk of
native intelligence in the Cloak Of seCrecCy.

Secrets abound. We have them. SeCrets are sometimes things
which we withhold from others because we wish to hide what
we do not waht them to Khnow about us. Tt is shaping our image



tO present ourselves in the best light, SO that others Will |00k
Kindly upon us, accept us, Or at least hot reject us because of
our self assessed shortcomings and sins. Others have them,
but we often just FOcus upon ourselves. e cah be relieved to
learnh the secCrets of others because thenh we don’t feel so bad
about ourselves, realizing we have some Compahy at the
bottom Of the pohd and that we are not alone.

CecCrets Cah be hurtful. Some people tell seCrets about us: that
iS Called gossip. (0SSip may be true, but is often filled with
hyperbole based uponh a kernel of truth. It has the purpose of
making onheself feel better thah the target of the gossip, ahd
at the very, least, ‘/n the know’about what is going on in the
small ponhd in which gossip loves to fester. Sometimes the
g0sSip is shared to show “T am on the inside- T kKhow more about
what is going on thah you.” Sometimes it is shared in the vein
Of, Just sayinsg... ”—in other words, some Kinhd of Wwarning’
about someone else and the risk of being friends with them.
This is very hurtful. Often, gossip is based upon second and
third hanhd ihformation which turns it into the effect of the
old children’s Same Of telephone. (OSSip iS the Sort Of seCret
that should never be shared with others, yet it is bursting to
be uhcovered and often is. Tt is little different from the
ridiculous gossip rags in the supermarket checkout lahe, whiCh
all but a few Of us finhd absurd, except for a few gullible souls.
The gullible are those Who are easily taken advantage of with
SUCh secCrets, as they are inhocent, 00d people Who wanht to
believe that everyone would tell them the truth. Hence a
seCret that is a lie is most hurtful, beCause it hot only hurts
the target Of the secCret, but alSO ViCtimizes the listener.

We must be very careful with what we do with secrets.



We canh be taunted by seCrets ih our personal lives. In our early
SChoO| Years, the parahoia was that everyone else knew the
secret, ahd ho onhe would tell Yyou, ahd you were just hot clued
into what it was about. Ahd SO you felt left out, burhed, ahd
ostracized. We all remember what it felt like to have some
other child whispering ih another’s ear, ahd we were |eft out.
We cried out, ‘what, whHat?’ However, our plaintive Cries were
left unanhswered.

Too bad we didn’t khow the |law that Jesus uttered, “there /s
nothing secret that sHall hot be revesled.”

We are also taunted by secrets in our public lives. Why keep
something secret? We have the top secrets and the Classified
secrets that our |eaders g0 into baCk rooms to diSCuUSS away
from us. “I kKhow something you don’t Khow!” seems to be the
oft-heard cry in Washington these days. And the fourth estate
has the responsibility Of uncovering these seCrets and making
them Khown. Those who supposed their behavior or actions
would remainh seCret should not be surprised when these things
are revealed. Again: there is the [aw of Jesus: “there is nothing
seCret that shall hot be revealed.

And then there is our own secretive behaVvior that we do not
wish revealed. This happenhs whenh we do things we do hot wish
others to Khow about, and these things are likely hefarious,
ahd we knhow it ih our heart Of hearts, even if oh g conscious
level we may rationalize that such behaviors are good.
Rationalizeis a fancy term for ‘making excuses.’ These
behaviors Canh ranhge from dishonesty in the workplace,
mishandling of what has been entrusted to you, Or gbuse of
drugs for an esCape, t0 haVing an affair while you are married
or With @ married person. There is hothing hidden that shall



hot be revealed. Eventually the deeds of most all misCreanhts
are exposed, even if it takes years to do Sso.

So what we hold in the dark recesses of our minds and hearts
eventually will find its way to the light of day. And spiritually,
this is hot a bad thing. Tt takes a |0t Of ehergy t0 keep a dark
seCret. Anhd the anhxiety that builds up over having that seCret
revealed becomes a heavy burden to bear. The healthiest thing
t0 do is tO facCe the truth and come Cleah about it. The
burden is lifted and the heavy Curtain With which we have
shielded ourselves from others seeing the truth we fear and
from facing the truth is nO |[ohger necessary. That is a Sreat
relief. Sometimes confession is the healthiest ahd smartest
move.

Now if you believe in (zod, you must surmise that you Cah keep
nO seCret what-so-ever from God. God sees everything. God
Khows the good we do, ahd also those things which we wish we
could hide. The very first dishonesty in the Bible cCame ih the
book of (zenesis, when Adam and Eve Ccovered themselves out
Of shame, and then tried to hide this from God. But there was
nOo hiding anything:

“Then the man and his wire peard the sound of the LORD
GOd 38 he was Walking ib the gardenp ih the Cool Of the day, and
they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.
But the LORD God called to the man, “Uhere are you?” He
answered, “T heard you ib the garden, and I Was afraid because
T was nared; so J hid.” And he said, “UWho told you that you
were hakedqr Have you eaten £rom the tree that J commanded
You hot to eat From?” The man said, “The womanh You put phere
writh me—she gave me some £Fruit £rom the tree, and J ate it.”
Then the LORD God said to the woman, “Uhat is this you
have done?”



1€ You Canh’t be hohest with God, likely you are dishonhest with
yourself, ahd when you tell lies to yourself, You become a very
sorry ahd pitiful person indeed. Truth ih place Of dark secrets
brings relief and God is mercCiful and will give you a fresh start
t0 put Your life back together. At least God will lift the heavy
burden Of such secrets from your shoulders. “Take my yoke
upon you for my burdaen is (ight.”

Not all seCrets are bad. Some seCrets are good. [V|ost keep
seCret what they intend to give you for gifts at Christmas and
on your birthday, SO that You Cah have a hice surprise.
Sometimes we wish to surprise others with our good hews, ahd
SO We Wait for the most opportuhe moment to share it. These
Secrets are for g good purpose.

God does hot wanht His Good News kept seCret Or held over
others as some sort Of seCret knowledge to the advantage of
some anhd the benefit of few. God wanhts us to share God’s
secret. “[hat J say o you in the dark, tell in the light; and
whHat you hear whispered, procClaim £From the pousetops”This is
like the student who runs home to tell his family that he aced
the calculus test. This is like the father who piCKs up the
phone to Call all his friends to tell them his wife has just had a
baby. Good hews is something we are bursting to share, and
something we Cannot Simply keep to ourselves.

Gt. (zeorge’s is one Of the best-kept secCrets, I believe, here in
Bolton. Don’t keep it g secret. AMEN



