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Christ Lutheran Church, Pascagoula, MS  

October has become a 

time we customarily 

remember and celebrate 

the heritage that our 

Lutheran tradition has 

given to us, and especially the 

Reformation emphasis on the teachings 

that remain the defining, central mark of 

our churches: the Gospel of salvation by 

grace alone, through faith alone, and the 

authority and power of God in Scripture 

alone. Just as 2017 marked five centuries 

since Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses 

in October 1517, every year for the next 

decade or so will continue to be the 500th 

anniversary of yet another Reformation 

milestone. 

In 2019, we have the 500th anniversary of 

Lutherôs ñLeipzig Debateò ï for nearly 

two years since posting the 95 Theses, 

Luther continued to rightfully insist that it 

was his privilege as a Doctor of Theology 

and university professor to publicly debate 

issues of theology instead of being 

silenced by papal authorities, and in 1519 

he finally got the chance. In the city of 

Leipzig, he debated for over a week 

against theologian Johann Eck, covering 

many of the issues already raised ï 

indulgences, grace, purgatory, and more ï 

but the central one was the authority of the 

pope.  

This debate marked a watershed moment 

in the course of the Reformation: from 

simply criticizing individual popes to 

questioning the entire idea of the papacy. 

It was Eck pushing Luther farther and 

farther in the course of the debate that 

made him finally realize and articulate the 

idea of Sola Scriptura, that Scripture alone 

has authority over the Churchôs teachings 

(not tradition or institutional authority) 

and the Christ alone is the head of the 

Christian Church (not any pope or other 

human leader). 

This is still our approach to defining what 

Christianity is or is not. What does the 

Bible say? Thatôs the final word ï not 

what the culture or government say, not 

what church leaders or councils say, not 

what history or research or data say. What 

does the Bible say? I always expect people 

here at church to compare what I say with 

Scripture, and if something seems like it 

doesnôt match up, to ask me about it. 

Hopefully I have a good answer that goes 

back the Bible! 

The authority and power of the Word of 

God is unique and unmatched. With His 

Word, God spoke and created the 

universe. With His incarnate Word in 

Jesus, God redeems and saves us. With 

His living and active Word, He brings us 

to faith in Christ, guiding and 

strengthening us throughout this life. 

Thinking about the whirlwind of change 

he sparked, Luther said, ñThe Word 

created heaven and earth and all things; 

the Word must do this thing, not we poor 

sinners. In short, I will preach it, teach it, 

write it, but I will constrain no one by 

force, for faith must come freely without 

compulsion. Take myself as an example: I 

opposed indulgences and all the papists, 

but never with force. I simply taught, 

preached, and wrote Godôs Word; 

otherwise I did nothing. And while I slept, 

or drank Wittenberg beer with my friends 

Philip and Amsdorf, the Word so greatly 

weakened the papacy that no prince or 

emperor ever inflicted such losses upon it. 

I did nothing; the Word did everything.ò 

As Hebrews 4:12 and Isaiah 55:11 say, 

this is what we continue to believe: the 

Word of God is living and active, and 

when God sends it out, it accomplishes 

what He desires and does not return 

empty. It is on this Word that we depend. 

   

Celebrating the Reformation 
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September 

Happy 95th Birthday  

Audrey Anderson 

With granddaughter 

Lindsey Anderson 

 

Elders & Lay Readers 
 

6 Shawn Robbins & Bobby Trehern (Kyndel T.)  

13 Dave Hamilton & Jody Heusman (Jerold S.) 

20 Louis Bontly & T.J. Schmelter (Jay T.) 

27 Shawn Robbins & Bobby Trehern (Dave G.) 

 

   

     ANNIVERSARIES 

17 Dave & Kathy Griffin 

25 Joshua & Jenna Hamilton 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

1 Sis Kellum 

3 Anna Fern Krebs 

7 Bobby Trehern 

15 Joseph Waffel 

16 Stephen Anderson 

20 Crystal Robbins 

21 Margaret Southern 

26 Ted Schmelter 

28 David L. Hamilton 

28 DJ Reid  

30 Jeff Welty 

 

Bible Treasure Hunt: Solve the clue to discover 

the treasure, a Bible person, place, or thing. 

Answer on calendar. 

 

Ezekiel 31:7 What was sent down to 

abundant waters? 

October is Pastor 

Appreciation Month!  
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Mary Martha News 

LWML Sunday is on October 6th. We will be collecting mites at the worship service and then on the first 

Sunday of each month. Pick up your Mite boxes at the back of the church. 

 

Mary Martha meets on October 7th at 5:30.  

 

 LWML hosted a pancake dinner/Bingo night on September 13. This was a fun night of good food and 

fellowship. Thanks to everyone who helped make this event a success. 25% of the $545 proceeds are going to 

Lutheran Indian Ministries. 

The ladies of Mary/Martha will be doing an ongoing fund raiser to raise money for the ladies to attend the 

national convention in Kentucky in 2021. On January 5th, 2020 there will be a ñtaste testerò of casseroles. Frozen 

casseroles will be available to purchase beginning in February. Look for more details in future Sunday bulletins. 

Members of Mary/Martha remember to bring $10 to the October meeting for start up cost. 

Ladies remember to bring brownies to the October meeting to give to first responders. 

Teach Me Too ï Preschoolers with Learning Needs in Austin 
2019ɀ2021 Mission Grant 2 ɂ $100,000 

J is playing a large drum during music time. He is learning to share the drum with a 

peer and teacher while incorporating both of his hands to promote his coordination 

skills.  

Lutheran Special Education Ministries (LSEM) has seen a growing desire for 

early intervention support of children with learning needs. In 1976 LSEM 

began serving children with special learning needs in the Detroit area and has 

since expanded programs and services to include a presence in Lutheran 

schools nationwide. Their pilot program is Let It Shine Academy at Bethany 

Lutheran Church, Austin, Texas. The Teach Me Too program was designed to 

administer intervention strategies, address the unique needs of children with 

autism spectrum disorder and other unique needs such as hyperactivity issues, decreased or delayed social skills, 

developmental or speech delays, sensory integration difficulties, or other learning differences. As a resource for 

families, this program provides assessments, consultations, and materials to help children on an individual basis. 

This grant would help fund Teach Me Too, expand the Let It Shine Academy, provide teacher training, and offer 

scholarship funding for children whose families cannot afford the cost of the Let It Shine Program.    

October Scripture Readings 

Oct. 6  Seventeenth S. a. Pentecost Hab. 1:1ï4; 2:1ï4 Psalm 62 2 Tim. 1:1ï14 Luke 17:1ï10 

Oct. 13  Eighteenth S. a. Pentecost  Ruth 1:1ï19a Psalm 111 2 Tim. 2:1ï13 Luke 17:11ï19 

Oct. 20  Nineteenth S. a. Pentecost Gen. 32:22ï30 Psalm 121 2 Tim. 3:14ð4:5 Luke 18:1ï8 

Oct. 27 Reformation Day* (Oct. 31) Rev. 14:6ï7 Psalm 46 Rom. 3:19ï28 
John 8:31ï36 or  

Matt. 11:12ï19 



 

 

 Church Council Meeting: 09/16/2019 

Shawn Robbins called the meeting to order and Pastor Waffel opened with prayer.  

Motion made, seconded and carried to waive reading of the August minutes. 

Pastorôs Report: See attached report.  The Red Cross Blood Drive is scheduled for Wednesday, September 25th, from 8:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m..  The operation is very much óself containedô but they did request that we have only four (4) tables in the 

Fellowship Hall.   

President Report: none other than business below. 

Vice President Report: no report as Kevin Rademacher was out of town but Council was reminded that the rosters for usher 

volunteers and alter flower donations posted in Memorial Hall. 

Elders Report: Louis Bontly said that the idea of ósharing the peaceô or greeting one another as part of the church services 

has come to the attention of the Elders especially as concerns Sundayôs when we might have visitors.  Specific details as to 

implementation of such a practice are developing but might include an invitation from Pastor, after the initial morning 

greeting and announcements, to welcome one another to worship.  

Trustees Report: No report; however, a construction company has been to the church to look at the job of repairing the 

peeling paint in the back of the church.  Those details and estimated cost to follow.  The Enhances Concealed Carry 

weaponsô safety class is scheduled for October 12th. 

Financial Secretary: Carl Erichsen reported contributions: 

 Total for August: $11,141.00 

 September to date: $ 5,837.00 

 Year to date:  $81,966.25 

Treasurers Report: Lin Jacobson reported a balance in the checking account at $5,556.31 which includes a $3500 special 

donation deposit, leaving an expendable balance of $2,056.31 and all monthly bills are paid and current.  A $20 check for the 

benefit of Mary Martha was made payable to the Church and is being deposited.  Treasurer should cut a check to Mary 

Martha to transfer these funds back to the ladies group. 

Evangelism: Mike Southern continues to monitor the Facebook page for the church and is coordinating a óBring a Friend to 

Church Sundayô in conjunction with LWML Sunday, on October 6th.  Mike is retiring from his position an Evangelism Chair 

and a replacement is needed. 

Mary Martha : Cathy Groff reported for Janet Torries: Mary Marthaôs Pancake & Bingo night generated approximately 

$565.00, a portion of which will be used to support the Lutheran Indian Ministries.  The ladies sponsored a reception for the 

baptism of Cameron Linn.  Early in 2020, the ladies will begin their óKasseroles for Kentuckyô fund raiser to help offset the 

expense of traveling to Lexington, KY for the 2021 LWML Convention.  Details to follow.  Saturday, September 28th is the 

Zone Rally at St. Matthews and several ladies plan to attend. October 6th is LWML Sunday with a cake reception following 

worship.  

Youth Report:  No report 

Education Report: Cathy Groff reported that the adult Sunday School class has completed their study on the Sabbath and 

has begun a study on the Lutheran Hourôs program of the Book of Revelation.  The Education chair is also looking for a 

replacement on the council as Cathy and Donna have served in that position for a number of years.  Both co-chairs are very 

willing to continue to assist with Sunday School and the Childrenôs Message but a new chairperson is sought. 

Social Ministry Report: Melonee Crews reported that Social Ministry made calls and sent cards to homebound members.  

They made one (1) nursing home visit and three (3) hospital visits and also sent birthday cards to retirees. 

Stewardship Report: Weekly bulletin reminders continue. A strategy is being developed for Stewardship Sunday in 

November. 

Old Business:    None 

New Business: None 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Donna Krebs for Susan Linn, Secretary 



 

 

Pastorôs Report to the Board of Elders and Church Council September 2019  
 

Membership, Worship, and Christian Education  

- Membership changes: Cameron Linn baptized September 8. A new visitor named Marie 

Proctor is also interested in membership.  

- In Sunday morning adult Bible class we have finished our study on Sabbath and rest in the Bible and are 

beginning a series on Revelation from Lutheran Hour Ministries.  

- Confirmation class continues on Tuesday evenings.  

- We are beginning choir rehearsals for Reformation Day service.  

 

Mission, Witness, and Outreach  

- I continue to share the ñwitness and outreach sentencesò each week based on the previous Sundayôs 

Gospel reading, as well as recording sermons for Facebook and YouTube.  

- Menôs breakfast called off for September due to the pancake dinner the preceding evening. The next will 

be October 12.  

- I was contacted by the Red Cross about hosting a blood drive at the church, and we have scheduled that 

for Wednesday, September 25 from 8am to 2pm. Any members who are eligible to donate blood are 

encouraged to come and invite others. This is both an opportunity to open our space up to the community 

and to show neighborly love for others by giving blood.  

Circuit, District, and Synod  

- Circuit meetings have resumed after summer break, Tuesday September 10 in Picayune, MS. It was my 

turn to lead the devotion and Bible study, which was on the topic of angels. Because of the October 

conference, the next meeting will be November 12 in Slidell.  

- Annual District pastorôs conference will be October 6-8 in Slidell, LA.  

Travel  

- Total vacation time to date for 2019: 12 days used out of 19 total (3 Sundays out of 3)  

-  Planned travel in September: TBD, Eve is going to a fiber festival in Vicksburg Sept. 26-28 (a Thursday 

through Saturday) and Iôm not sure yet if Iôll be needed to help.  

- Planned travel in October: attending District conference October 6-8 in Slidell, LA.  

 

Other Activities, General Information  

- Open Doors Homeless Coalition board meeting, Tuesday, September 17.  

- I was invited to give the invocation at the naming ceremony for a new LNG vessel at VT Halter Marine 

here in Pascagoula on Monday, September 16.  

   

 

 

 

Pastor Waffel gave the invocation at the 

naming ceremony for Q-LNG 4000 at 

VT Halter on Monday, September 16. 

Pictured with him is Robert Socha, VP at 

VT Halter. 

 



 

 

A Thought about Stewardship 

The Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod    LCMS Stewardship Ministry  

In the early morning hours of Feb. 18, 1546, Martin Luther closed his eyes forever. And the 

hand that hammered the 95 Theses into the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 

1517, penned its final words:  

 

ñWe are all beggars. This is true.ò  

 

And this is the truth that our Lord says makes you free. Ironic, isnôt it? That, in order to be free, you must be a 

beggar; you must be utterly dependent and reliant upon God. This makes us uncomfortable ï the way weôre 

uncomfortable when someone gets us a Christmas or birthday present when we havenôt gotten them one. We feel 

we owe them. And we donôt much like being in someoneôs debt.  

 

But what Luther would remind us is that we are all indeed beggars. But weôre not just anyoneôs beggars. Weôre 

Godôs beggars. And this is His legacy to the Christian Church. Christ came for sinners. He came to seek and save 

the lost. He came to heal the sick and raise the dead. He came for sinners, and He dwells only with sinners. 

 

And, if we are to be where He is, we must be willing to be counted among the lost, the sick, and the dead. We must 

be willing to be beggars. We must cry out for mercy, for grace, and for his undeserved love and kindness. We must 

be dependent solely on Him and what He gives.  

 

And hereôs the beauty: He gives us everything. Everything ï forgiveness of sins, salvation from death and the 

devil, and eternal life. This is not because of any worthiness or merit in us, but it is because of His divine 

goodness, mercy, and grace.  

 

On account of Christôs death and resurrection, the Father forgives you, saves you, and is pleased with you. And 

you receive. You receive His love, His righteousness, His holiness, His acceptance, and His inheritance. We are all 

beggars. This is true. 

 

This is the heart and soul of Christianity and the life-blood of the Christian Church. God justifies us, and He 

declares us innocent and righteous by His grace received through faith for the sake of Christ. This is not because of 

our works; this is because of His work on the cross. We, who once were enemies of God, are reconciled to Him 

and made to be His children. 

 

This is what Luther would point us to when He took up his pen for the last time and scribbled ñWe are all beggars. 

This is true.ò We are beggars. But we are beggars of the God who does not ignore us, who doesnôt pass by us on 

the other side. We are beggars of the One who descended from heaven to make His dwelling with sinners.  

 

We are beggars of Him who deigns to dwell with us, among us, and ï yes ï even in us by grace for Christôs sake. 

For in the bread and cup that we bless, we share together with Christ and each other the riches of Godôs grace.  

 

So inexhaustible are the riches of this grace ï the Gospel in sermon and absolution, in Baptism and Holy 

Communion ï that our cups overflow. We, who are Godôs beggars, are not only inexhaustibly satisfied but have 

something to give back in thanksgiving and praise.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many opportunities to serve. 

 
Altar Guild   Church Council  Cleaning of Sanctuary/Memorial Hall  

Sunday School  Usher    Nursery Attendant    

Choir/Choir Director  Social Ministry  Building/Ground Maintenance  

VBS    Kitchen Crew   Sunday Greeter 

 

Currently we are looking for attendants for the nursery during Sunday morning worship. If 

you would like to help, please see Donna Krebs.  

Start thinking ahead. November will be here before we know it. That is the time for 

election of church officers. Please prayerfully  consider holding an office.  

 

Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be.  

My Father will honor the one who serves me. John 12:26 
 

 

 

Have you scrolled through your podcasts, searching for one that 

catches your ear ï a place you can escape to with inviting 

conversations, laughter, and fellowship with your Lutheran 

sisters? Look no further! 

Join Sarah, Erin, Rachel, and Bri on the sofa in the Lutheran 

Ladies Lounge, a podcast oasis for you, dear sisters, to sit, rest 

your feet, and stay a while. And on the way out, weôll check your lipstick. 

The Lutheran Ladies Lounge is produced by KFUO Radio and available wherever you get your 

podcasts. 

Podcast episodes coming this fall! 

TuneIn Podcast  //  Apple Podcast  //  Google Podcast  //  iHeartRadio Podcast  //  RSS Feed 
 

https://dailyverses.net/john/12/26


 

 

Brondum Krebs Update 
 

Is it Fall in Mississippi yet?  Itôs still hot and dry in Zambia but there is a promise of rain.  Sounds a lot like 

Mississippi right now! 

This past month has been busy with work and a little traveling.  There have been health seminars at 

multiple villages, aquaculture projects, visits from the PC regional boss and then some R&R with friends.  Five of 

us traveled to Mt. Nsunzu, the highest peak in Zambia (7674 feet compared to 5,267 at Mt. Katahdin in Maine but 

not as rugged), for a little  hiking.  We stayed with a lovely older couple from South Africa before we began our 

uphill hike.  The cell reception was GREAT and we all called home!  After a few days camping on Nsunzu, we 

headed down and on to a fishing village where we hopped a ferry to Lake Tanganyika, one of the largest fresh 

water lakes in the world, for a little Nkupi and Nile Perch fishing.  It was great to have time to hang out at the 

beach.  Not our pretty white sand beaches, but a beach nonetheless!   

The BIG NEWS around Chibote (my home village) is my pending Ambassadorôs grant!  Weôve set up a 

kind of ócounty cooperativeô and Iôve written a grant application through a program the U.S. Ambassador offers.  If 

awarded, weôd use the money for a solar powered óhammermillô which is basically a grist mill for processing the 

corn grown locally.  Everything is pending funding but we are hopeful as weôve survived several eliminations 

already.  Hopefully next month Iôll have good news on that front.  In the meantime, we all hope for cooler (and 

wetter) weather.  Mulefwaya buci Lesa inema, mutenden, inkumba (Wishing all Godôs grace, peace, mercy). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

October 27, 2019 

11:30 am 

Invite a Friend 

https://www.facebook.com/brondum.krebs?hc_ref=ARRts4_alMtKzTkN98ZaQvP97rp-WrrooKq1K9_a_RsEko0A1VhMUgJofAjJqk0XuKY&fref=nf


 

 

Welcome into Godôs Family 

 
We celebrated the Baptism of Cameron Hugh 

Linn, son of Bryan & Daniele Linn and 

grandson of Susan & Kevin Rademacher on 

September 8, 2019. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pancake Dinner & Bingo Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
2019 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation 

 

  

 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

LWML Sunday  

Adult Bible class 9:00  

Holy Communion 10:00  

Fellowship: 11:00 

 

District 

Conference 

 

Mary/Martha 

Meeting 5:30 

District 

Conference 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Men of Christ 

Breakfast 8:00 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Adult Bible class 9:00  

Holy Communion 10:00  

Fellowship: 11:00 

 

 

 

 

Open Door 

Board Meeting 

9:00 

Confirmation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

Adult Bible class 9:00  

Holy Communion 10:00  

Fellowship: 11:00 

 

Elders 6:00 

Council 7:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation 

 

 

    

 

 

 

27 28 29 30 31   

Reformation Sunday 
Adult Bible class 9:00  

Reformation Service 10:00  

Fellowship: 11:00 

Oktoberfest 11:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation 

   

 

Solution to 

Bible Treasure 

Hunt: 

   

Roots 
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