TRINITY TOPICS DECEMBER,2017
Warden's World
Christmas is in our headlights with Thanksgiving in the rearview mirror. I do not like to dwell
on the past, but this past holiday left me a few impressions worth sharing with you. We all
know that we are to take a moment to remember all that we have that we should be thankful
for, perhaps even to the point of acknowledging to Whom we should give thanks.
Yet, often, we end up noticing those occurrences that do not feel so warm and fuzzy and leave
us with sadness or even anger. Perhaps it is visiting a relative or loved one who is suffering
from some untreatable illness and there is nothing we can do to help. Then out of nowhere
comes the realization that the mere fact that we are present and able to share the time that
we do have is a blessing. How sad it is to dwell on the future and not enjoy the present.
The journey home is always a time of slight regret mixed with the excitement of returning to
our safe spot. The trip may be long; the GPS gives us an ETA that does not adjust for food,
bathroom stops or my lead foot. A little over half way, the all too familiar view of brake lights
quickly brings us back to reality. There goes the predicted arrival time, plus the frustration of
just sitting. Fifteen minutes later, the flashing light of the police car up ahead gives us hope of
an end in sight. As we pass the merely engine impaired car, a sense of gratitude is felt that no
one is hurt and that we were not faced with the need to request the tow truck.
Two hours later, with a little of the lost time regained, another set of brake lights. Another half
hour delay with a deadlier conclusion. Yes, time was lost, but we were not a part of the still
smoking shells that we gawk at on our right as we pass. Frustration and anger can quickly turn
to a prayer for the hurt and thanksgivings for being spared.
Now within an hour of home, another set of brake lights. No crawling this time. Alternative
passages are available and known. Off the exit and through the streets of Springfield keep us
moving and oblivious as to the cause of our final delay. It did take more time, but at this point
I have realized that the arrival is much more important than the time.
Thanksgiving and our blessings are much more than the obvious. Like most things in life, a few
moments to reflect, not on the immediate inconveniences but on the long-term outcomes of
what are available brings a new perspective to our being. Stop and take the time to appreciate
not only what we have, but also, what we do not have.

Peace,
Jim

A WORD FROM REV. NANCY
O Come, O Come Emanuel . . .
These are my favorite words from the advent Hymn. O Come God be with us.
During Advent we await the coming of Jesus, at his birth as well as his coming again. He is indeed Lord of
Lords and King of Kings. This is a time of slowing down, paying attention, and prayer, even in the midst of
all the hustle and bustle around us.
My Prayer for you this advent, is that “the peace of God which passes all understanding” will cover and
embrace you this Christmas season and always.
~~ Rev. Nancy
Christ the Lord, Son of the living God, light from light, leads us into the
light and reveals his holiness. With confidence, let us make our prayer:
Come, Lord Jesus!
Light that never fades, dispel the mists about us,
-awaken our faith from sleep.
Guard us from all harm today,
-may your glory fill us with joy.
Give us unfailing gentleness at all times,
-toward everyone we meet.
Come to create a new earth for us,
-where there will be justice and peace.

ADVENT:
The Season of Advent is one of preparation and anticipation. It is a time to look inward. A
time for reflection.
A page of Resources to use to deepen you relationship with God during Advent follows on
the next page. It is shared by Christ Church Cathedral in Cincinnati.
Our Trinity Website will also offer a prayer for each day during Advent on the Home Page.
Just go to www.trinitytroyohio.org and you will be able to take a moment for prayer at the
start or end of each day. A link to Forward Day by Day readings is located toward the
bottom of the home page.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE:
Following the ingathering we have received only a couple of covenant cards. We are currently at 34
pledging units with a little over $78,000 committed. Obviously, the total dollars are important to continue
the church’s operation and missions. However, our focus over the past few years is to increase our
pledgers. There are five (5) uncommitted people who did pledge last year as well as numerous who for
what ever reason do attend Trinity but do not pledge.
Please consider completing your card. The amount is not important. Whether it is $1 a week, $5 a month,
or whatever would fit your budget, we would like your support. The focus is to have a Community that is
invested in our Service and Mission, please do your part to make this happen.
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ADVENT RESOURCES
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NEWS TO KNOW

Congratulations to The Rev. Stephanie Black-Brugger,
who was married to Paul Burte on October 15
and is now The Rev. Stephanie Burte.
It was a blessing to have Deacon Stephanie at Trinity to
participate in the Kirking of the Tartans service.

WEDDING INVITATION AND INFORMATION
John Trombley and Jackie Speicher
John Trombley and Jackie Speicher are inviting their worship communities, Trinity and
West Richmond Quaker Meeting House (Richmond, IN), to help them joyfully celebrate
their wedding at Trinity Church, Troy, OH, Saturday, December 9, at 4 pm, followed
by a reception in the Parish Hall.
If for some reason we missed sending you an invitation with an RSVP, or you have special
dietary needs, and you can be there, a note to rieslingrat@aol.com or a call to 937-773-2746
ASAP will help us be ready for you--good eats and drinks and all. Food by Bakehouse Bread!
John says: Come and welcome Jackie to Trinity, and let's let her know we know how to fellowship with
the best of Quakerdom! She's pumping up her Quaker friends to show us how do Quaker worship,
which will be the liturgical style of the wedding, as if we've never seen a Quaker at Trinity! Quaker
worship gives everyone a chance to 'speak out of the silence', just in case you feel so moved.
We received word earlier this week that Muriel Markley died from complications of a
heart attack. A service will be held at Tobias Funeral Home on Sunday, December 3
at 2:00. The Markley's home address is: 1747 Tea Rose Circle, Fairborn OH 45324.
Word was also received that Rev. Nancy's brother, John W, Howard, died unexpectedly
on November 27th. Rev. Nancy will be in St. Louis with family. Her home address is
116 Lafayette Ave., Urbana OH 43078, for cards and expressions of sympathy.
Dear Friends,
This year has been filled with much joy, a few moments of sorrow, and more than our
share of things to be thankful for.
We have celebrated as the families we serve have gone from crisis to stability, and
from stability to thriving and giving back to the community. We have also continued to build an amazing
network of volunteers and supporters who believe in our mission to "build relationships and develop
partnerships", and who have helped us to serve over 2000 people already this year.
2018 will be bringing many new things including program expansion, and construction of a brand new
facility that will house our Relief, Education, and Development services for years and years to come. You
give up HOPE! THANK YOU!
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NEWS TO KNOW

December Birthdays and Anniversaries
Joanne Howell (12/2), Joan Swank (12/5), Susan Beerbower (12/6),
Ben Anticoli (12/8), Jim Sleeper (12/9), Nate Cade (12/14),
Rev. Nancy (12/31)

CHRISTMAS SHOP

PARTNERS IN HOPE

A box will be placed in the ambulatory by the east door for donations of:
*New toys *Wrapping Paper *Toiletry Items
* Cookies (see below)
*Gently used Christmas Trees *Gently Used Decorations
*Volunteers (Please call Andrea Keller 335-0448 for details.)
Items need to be placed in the box in the ambulatory no later than December 10th.

COOKIES NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS SHOP
The Partners in Hope Christmas Shop will be open December 19th and 20th. They are
asking area churches to donate 15 dozen cookies for the shop.
Cookies should be delivered to First Lutheran Church on Monday December 18th from 9 am-1pm and
on Tuesday, December 19th from 9 am-1:pm.
If you can help with cookie donations, please sign up in the Parish Hall or call the office to let us
know. You can either bring the cookies to Trinity on Sunday, December 17 and we'll deliver, or you
can deliver them to First Lutheran Church on either Monday or Tuesday of that week.

The next Exodus study and discussion will be at Sunday Forum
on December 10, 9:15 am in the Workman Lounge.
SERVICE INFORMATION TO KNOW FOR THE WINTER . . . .
For December the only Sunday there will be an 8:15 am service is on December 3. December 17 will be
our annual chili dinner and the Greening of the Church. Help is greatly needed and with enough people it
would not take very long.
So if you are able bodied . . .
appreciated.

. . . or even "not so much" - you can help! It would be greatly

Beginning in January and going through March we will have only the 10:30 am worship service.
This is taking into consideration safety for driving and walking for our 8:15 am members and for Rev.
Nancy who will be travelling from Urbana.
Also, please note that the Annual Meeting date has been set for January 28, 2018.
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ALL SAINTS' SUNDAY

Pictures courtesy of Chester
Howes and Mary Deisman

KIRKING OF THE TARTANS

Pictures courtesy of Chester
Howes, Mary Deisman,
Dan Swank & Jerry Knapke
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ON THE CALENDAR WEEKLY
SUNDAY WORSHIP:
Dec. 3

8:15 am
9:15 am
10:30 am

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

1st Sunday of Advent

Dec. 10

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

Exodus Study during Forum
led by Rev. Nancy

Dec. 17

No 8:15 Service
9:15 am
SUNDAY FORUM
10:30 am
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

Dec. 24

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

8:00 pm

Christmas Eve Service

Dec. 25
Dec. 31
WEDNESDAYS:

Only one service this week.
Chili lunch and Greening of the
Church follows the 10:30
service.

No service at Trinity on Christmas Day
9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
LESSONS AND CAROLS

7:00 pm

CELTIC EVENING PRAYER
A quiet time of reflection is just what you need in the middle of the
week. Following the service we gather in fellowship for conversation,
wine, and cheese in the Parish Hall.

Sundays:
Thursdays:

3:00 pm
6:00 pm

N3W G3N3RATION Service in the PH
N3W G3N3RATION Service

ON THE CALENDAR MONTHLY
Dec. 3

(First Sunday of each the month)
Loose Plate Offering designated for the Discretionary Fund. Donations
accepted any time: CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO: TRINITY CLERGY
DISCRETIONARY FUND. (There is a separate account in which the funds are deposited.)
Healing Prayers - both services.

Dec. 5.

Torrence Medical Fund Committee Meeting

Dec. 6

(First Wednesday of the month)
6-9:00 pm — Pranic Healing Clinic in the Education Building. Call Marina Shaw
(937-492-0407) for more information.

Dec. 10

12:00 pm

Dec. 11

(Second Monday of each month in the WL)
10:30 am - Building and Grounds Meeting
7:00 pm - Vestry Meeting

Dec. 19

(Third Tuesday of each month in the Parish Hall )
5:00 pm Twilight Quilters — open to all.

Worship Committee Meeting

Website: www.trinitytroyohio.org
*
E-mail: trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org
Phone: 937-335-7747
Office hours: Monday—Friday: 8:00 am-12:30 pm
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