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IN MEMORIAM
The memhers of the E1l Paogo Bird Study
Club mourn the lose of Tom Miller Kirk-
scy, President, on Nov. 29, 1942, His
services teo the group heve been invalu-
oblo, from the strndpoint cof inspir-tion,

ability, und unstinted lohor

OCTOBER MEETING

The El Pas6 Bird Study Club met on Octsber 5, 1942, in the club
roomg. Tom Kirksey gove & most informetive trlk on birds of the
Taos Region. OF spocial interest wns his vivid account of experioneces
with = group of huming birds at Vallecitos near Tres Piodras.

JANUARY MEETING

The E1 Pago Bird Study Club will meot =zt 504 Mille Building on
Mondoy, Jonusry 44 1943, ot 4:45 P.M, There will be a short busindes
meeting during which the nominrting committee will mrke 1ts report,
Mrs, Lona MeBee will t~1k on "Nesting Birds of Teos", Gucsts aro
invited,

A Noew Yerr's Resolution

To pay our ducs ot the very first meoting of the KNew Yoer, ond
to perform a rerl secrvice by interesting others in thie worthwhile
hebby at a time when hobbies are doubly volusble to ocur notional mornla,

Thig 4issue of THE ROADRUNNER is the work of Mrg., Marguerite
Wright, choirmen of the Bird Study Club, assisted by Mrs. MeBoc and
Mrs, Allen. Previous bulletine were edited by the lote Tom Miller
Kirksey, founder.

Mrs, Lovie Mee Whitteker of Lre Voges, New Mexico conmtributes o
biograophy of o Texes Pyrrhulexis under tho title, "Life with Chico”,
The first instellment appeocrs on prge 2.

Mrs. He Do Slrter is doing 2 sories of articles on tho flore of
this region for THE ROADRUNNER,., The firet of thesc will be found on
Pgo 3.

Wa ore indobted to Mres. Lono MeBee for the biogrophienl sketch
cn the last prge.



LIFE VITH CHICA
by Lovie Mae Whilttaker

Her birthplace was the Texss Big Bend, We got her the first
day she ventured from the nest etop a fruiting stalk of yuces
that grew among mesquite and catsclaw in the shadow of great yellow
cliffs marking the junction of Tornlllo Creek and the Rio Grande,
Tt was on these bluffs incidentally, that Louis Agassiz Fuertes once
was caught when retrieving a Zone-tailed Hawk and could get nelther
up nor down until his companions ceme with ropes., I belleve Fuertes
might have enjoyed waching Chieca grow from a brownish-gray, top-
knotted, thumb=-sized baby into the aristocratic grace of an adult
Texas Pyrrhuloxia, For us it was an adventure, 'e kept a journal-
of her behavior and development from August 2, 1941, until June 15,
1942, when she wss returned to the very same thicket,

Her smoky gray upperparts and golden buffy brest were set off -
by a rounding, parrot-hooked billl of deep yellow and a long, dusky
red crest of wonderful eloquence. What a barometer that crest! So
expressive of her changing moods, I imagine we might have correctly
judged them from seeing 1t alone, A slash of dull red marked the
folded primaries and her dark tall had an overwash of the same hue,
A delicate brushing of pink showed narrowly down her breast and
banded her heels, Rosy patches encircled her eyes and extended to
the bill where a blackish shadow outlined its base and ren dimly
down the sides of the whitish chin patch, In flight her short, round
wings winked an almost flamingo pink snd made loud flup-flup sounds,

‘ Chica's friendliness, playfulness and inveterate curlosity en-
deared her to the whole household and compelled the attentlon, if
not the admiration, of the most unbirdconscious caller. Strangers
were eyed and chipped at from a safe point and, if accepted, were
likely to have thelr glasses chewed, hair pins removed or an ear
lobe pinched none too gently, Low chup=-chups bespoke her absorption
in these things. Companlon for several months to other hand-raised
birds which were less gentle, she never adopted their ways and rare-
ly did she fail to respond to calls or the Invitatlon of an extended
forefinger, Some persons she trusted from the first, others she
never mede bold with, no matter how often she saw them, But for all
her familiarity, there were certain intimacies she would not permit
and, although she might investigate your clothing, nibbling at
buttons and.poking her head into pockets to get meal worms, sunflower
seed or a bright bead, she would not let you close your fingers upon
her--at lea&t not if she could help it, If you liked you might bury
your nose in the soft feathers of her nape while she squatted in the
palm of your hand, but if you tried to rub or pet her she would fly
away

Having the fly of the house much of the time, she enjoyed swoor-
ing through rooms, just brushing the heads of her flightless: friends
and skewing asround corners in a barnstorming style., Although we
were often breathless at these wild gyratlons, which she renewed
with greater daring if we were attentive, we never once saw her make
a 8lip or miscalculate distance,

The sounds of running water or grilling foods brought her as
quickly or quicker than our calls and frequently provoked ecstatic
chipperings 1in high staccato, or whisper sonzs, A favorite song-
perch was the. towel rack near the kitchen stove, If anyone was
showering and inadvertently left the door ajar, he was certaln to
have company under the sprey--company and entertalnment; for the
water beat her fine crest awry until it was a miniature ragzed chrys-
anthemunm dangling 1In her eyes, washing away her beautiful body con-
tours and changed her into a little ragamuffin,

- Left. alone, she would spend as much as ten miﬁutés?%lf{hg :
through the. spray, sométimes 1ifting her head and opening her bill
to catch the drops.. When completely water-logged, she fluttered-
heavily to the bottom of the tub and with dragaing tall hopped about
and made sharp cheet calls, Bathing finished, she would with ni~hty
effort make the edge of the tub, give a few ranid fllts of wings and
tail, rise to a more secure perch and there spend & long tlme prink-
ing., She fluttered her wings and tail, ran the quills throush her
bill and worked her plumage until it was dry snd fluffy and she was
once more regpectable looking,

(Continued in next ROADRININER)
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NINE MIDWINTER WILD PLOWERS OF EE PASO
s = by Bleic McBIroy Sletor

Those ¢f ue who celimb the mountrin or loiter along tho rivoer
benk, botanizing, ne well as locking for birdis, boast thet thore ie
never o month of the yont when ws crnnet findg of loogt ninc verictios
of flowers in full bloom, ’ ’

The Groundesl or Sonscio, o yellow stroggling dsisy bright but
somewhnt irrcguler, (you might say slouchy or woskastomeGS ie & vega.
bond of our rondsides, eéont ond wizened in our long "dry spells, but
brillisnt in » good roin, “Sonccio® tho fomily neme, refers %o the ola
fuzzy white hoed when it goesg tc socd.

A real vorbena as distinguished from "Sand Verbena blcoms every
day of the El Pasgo yonr, in bright amothystine purples, It hrs the
charactéristic eircles, the rough fexturc of ite green stuff nrnd the
jointed, toothed lenves of our grrden verbens end is much the samo &l z2..
"Sapd Verbenas™ arce four c'clocks; beliove it or not.

Apache Plume,-» Fallugia Persrcdoxa, o shrub verying from weist 10
shouldsr in height, Bes bone-white, slonder, thickly tragled steme gnd
inconspicuous lesves complicated in design, showing the rose fomily'le
five leaflats, The flower locks excetly like £ wild strowberry bloescn-
(nlso of the rosa kin), five somewhat nerrt-sheoped ond mo#t fugeceious
petels- Burns has a better word for it- "white os the snowflrkeg foll-
ing post it" ne it goes on blooming throuzh the werst storms wo ¢”n
blow. While the rose hos its scarlet %ipe snd the strawberry dts
scorlet fruit, the Apache Plume puts forth a bunch of fectherod seeds
hung lightly backwerd, like an Apache's wor bonnet., Up Fronklin thoes
bunches mey be an inch and a half long 2nd mountein color- tho eolor
of the dcy, only slightly tingod with the fomily's favoritec pink. A4as
you olimb to Clouderoft in September, tho bughes aro higher, the -
Fflowers os wide os & cquarter snd the plumes & good two inchos long, ~nd
chonging pink and purple tossing soft and twining white as a oloud
making sunset effects nlong the road.

With our Docembor wild flowers Frsnklin's toll spired well-
flowers put on ~n o0dd parformence. You vill be. arrgsted by the fre-
grance- nothing like it rt fifteon dollrrs o dron on the deportmont
‘stores' counters. Like the viel:t ond rose the perfume hountes you
happily the rost of your lifs; it ie so honoy eweot rpd olluring,
Senrching you find thet norr the brec the 0lg withored flowar spiroe
hove put out new grocn whieh is blooming in bright yollow. Wallflowers
sciontificelly src listed ne "erucifers",- crose hecrsrs- boeruse the
big femily, whieh includee 2 lot of our tabla vegatrbleeg, corrice the
flowere in & cross: four potrlg, %wo up ond down, two ncrosss Tho
crucifers use the numbor four cg the rosc genorrs usges five. it 1= ¢
frmily characteristic,

Wild buckwhert hog wide roprosentrtion in ocur loerl flors, snong
them eriogonum pinctorum, High up the mountoin it mey be found- ko
a ministure apple tree with a four inch long gnearled 2ad croskad trunk
back in & erevice ond 2 thickly blossoming top rll pink ond whi to,
Lower down, in the open or im the sholter of boulders 1T grovs higher
and sprawls out in films of moshed stoms ~nd snoll bunchos c¢f tiny
flowors- like a Venctian lrece mede without needles, Pink or réch
oronge it mey be, steme rnd £11; or dclicr tely gray stems cnd prreti-
c2lly no greon this time of yeer, The flowers 2T not biggor then o
pin hend, throe curled potole, throsc papery genels whieh £dd gliston to
the potternes The wee flowers ore crowdod into invsluerae which arce on
slightly ongling stems giving the flowr ite loce pottorne

If you love tho Tiny Tims you ctn find thom evaery time you wrlk
out of towne prtohes of fine wose-likc grcen out of +which hop wee
parfoet dnigy cireles of yollow flowore- most cheerful and quite the
tidiest posy we hove, Hymenanthorum or Thymofolis hortwrosii, the
botznics crll than, Y -

Jenuary should permit you to find a erctue in bloonm Irmillerin
tubereulesa9, vhich nmes doas not refer Yo the discnse, éoundi drrl,
rough, the gize of 2 biscbally it flowors in n erown of white or pink
flowers followad by erimson fruits. It likes sunny lireestona cracks
and is list2d as common, but bargein stores 2ll ovar the country ~ffor-
ing pots of smrll creti tostify to the kidnepping from our mountein of
its smell ercti f£olk, and it is net so orey 0 find although not diffia.
cult to. identify by ite corcwn ond its breobrll dirmonsion, Some cscti
weecr the flowors ag bolte, soms cg ghoulder wreaths, eome rs orovme and
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some g topknots, - With the smell creti of the Uin%or opperrs o snsll
block and eilvar hee vho oc¢te oe 2ide &t the flowor waddinge,.

Your cighth ninth, tenth and st on_into dozons cf Docoirbor and
Jonusry xild flowers moy bo 2 splothing silver-lerved print brush, ¢
high fregrent purple srtge, o delicerte vellow flox, 2 newly-nintod gold
Baileyis deisy, an obtrusive yellow popor flover, » honely erper OF

1

senna or o surnrising vwhitce bleckfont Anisye

RRl
[yl

£

o 3

oG



T0M MILLER KIRKSEY

Tom Miller Kirksey was born March 16, 1918, the son of Colonel
Guy Kirksey, now in commend at Hemmerx Fleld Fresno California, &nd
Helen Millsr Kirksey, who fostered the boy! s hobbics of bird study,
woter color sketching ond naturs photogrophye In the Spring of 1938,
bird students in El Paso bocame aware of the residence in their midst
of o promising young ornitholigist who wne algo a writer end on criict
of considereble tnlent.

" He was then engaged in preporing a list of birds of the El Peso
aren, which wrs to be prceeentcd to tho nowly orgrnized Bird Study Club
of E1 Paso, when finished snd chocked by Dr, Oborholser., Ag an active
momber of the St. Louie Bird Study group, Tom hod writton two units of
his "A Field Catrloguo of Birde of the St, Louis Region" and hed edited
the bulletin of the Club., Hé helpéd the E1l Psgo group with its firet
Audubon Bird Christmrs count, 1938 ~rnd put up feeding tables for birds
in Highland Psrk, From its blrth, "tho 14col olub hos profited by Tom's
cxtraordinery skill in recognizing birde, his orgenized lorec, his lerge
bird librory o2nd technicrl equipment feor bird study, his experience in
bird bonding and in the tzking and preparstion of spu01men. He aggist-
2d in the procurement and upksep of the Pnso del Norte Bird Refuge. He
feunded The Rosdrunnsr snd cdited o11 the previous issues., He orgrniz-
ed numerous fleld trlps and brought speckors of distinetion to address
the Club.

In June, 1941, Tom wans marricd to Jene Hondo Loomis of E1l Prso,
who gurvives him. Thet summer the young pair lived in Starksville
Miseissippi, ond Tom was in charge of the Noxubee "Bird Refuge. Tho
summer of 1942 thoy epent in the viecinity of Taos, New Mexico, where
they mede a study of the birde of the cres and, incidentrlly, built a
summer cabin,

On receiving the appointment of Air Forcoes csdet in October, Tom
closed his phetographic studlo in El Prso cnd, with his young w1fb,
moved to Fresno, to be necr his parcnts while aWW1t1no orders to report
for training in Denver, Colorﬂdo. On Novembor 29 ocourred the frinl
automoovile acclident in which Tom anéd his mother met their dOhtbs. The
bodies were trken to St. Leuis for intormont.

It wos Tom's wish, aexprosscd a2t tho Octobor meoting, thot the
Club meat regulﬂrly o2nd ceontinue the publicotisn of THE ROADRUNKET.

He oxpressed a dasire, "If I coms bock™, t2 build up the collection of
bird specimen ot the Collego of Mincs. His privete collection remains
in the museum ot proscnt as his loon t~ the institution,

TOM KIRKSEY'S LAST FIELD TRIP

This list of birds seen in San Frrncisco, about Nov, 18; is
trkon from n letter written by Tom to Mre, Lene McBee, unted Nov,. 24,
19423

" "Of birds I sow only o fewe-on the run., Loke Mo rCOd in thé city
pork, contained many ducks, moqtly Beldpotés, with o few Mellﬂrds, atca,
a 1ﬂfge number of Coote, a few Ruddy Ducke, o fewr Follerons ond Brondth
Cormorants, o rmft of Surf Scotors) ond five Holboell's Crebes. OFf
course, Gulls- Westo Gafiafs Callfornln, Glrucus-winged, #nd Ring-billod.

In the pﬁrk were many Golden-crowned and’ Gombel's Sparrows ond¢ a Juneo,
which I think is thc Point Pinos vericty.

"In route to ond from Fresno, we prssed the externsive Log Ban-s
marshes, where I onco went on @ field trip when I wrs at Stonforde It
is o marvelous plecco--milos ond miles of shellow weter ond tules, ot
the head of the San Joaquin Vellsy., Thare were rmany Snowy ond Americen
Egrete, some Great Blue Herons, 2 Grecn Heron, ond hundreds of Ducks
and Cootse. We stopped neor there for lunch, and I found o pair of
Black-chinned Hummingbirds snd severnl uuﬂubor'c Warblors,

"I have locrted 2 men here nrmed John G. Tylor, 1115 Thoerne,
Frasno, who hng becn studying the birde of thie region for over forty
yerrge He has published 2 loenl ligt, ond apparently ie the authority
on this crea, Jane and I epent = vcr” hoppy evening ot his home night
bﬂzoru logt, He hog promised me o trlﬁ to the Loe Brnos Rufuvv, pOT=

2ps next Sunday. Ho scoms to be well informeéd on birde oand hohitote
of}tha enfire westorn United Strtos; ond scems very anzious to heve
dny:0ld copies of THE ROADRUNN.R, Will you lock over tho stock and
gend him whot you eon?
| "So for as I know, I ~m still going te report in Denver on the
Tth as.Alr Forces Crdet,." :
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