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E

ver since 1881, when local ladies, mostly wives and daughters of
prominent residents, joined together to organize a local lending library,
the Nassau Free Library has played a prominent part in the education and
enlightenment of the community. First located upstairs over Clapper’s
Meat Market on the corner of Church and Malden Streets and then moving
across the street to a room located in the general store at Church and Elm
Streets, in its first 11 years of existence the Library built their small collection from the donation of books by community members. In the 135 years
that have passed, the tradition of donating to the Library has continued –
often in the name of the local history collection.
Wikipedia defines “local history” as the study of history that incorporates cultural and social aspects of a local community often compiled by
amateur historians and other interested people. In the United States, local
history is usually concentrated on any history of the place and people from
a particular village or township. When the Library moved to its present location at 18 Church Street in 1892, the structure was already over 50 years
old. Back then the “front room” of the present library was the entire operation. But even in those cramped quarters, documents, photographs and other
objects from Nassau’s past were being collected for future generations.
Today the collection includes: genealogy records, photographs and
postcards, business ledger books, objects, newspaper clippings, publications and much more. A recent inventory of the collection revealed items
in every room of the library both upstairs and down, all donated over the
years by those wishing to keep our shared past accessible and alive.
Photographs and postcards are a large part
of the collection. Here an album of Nassau
photographer Elmer Shaver’s pictures has
been used for many historic views of Nassau.
Donor Roy Allendorph was a former mayor of
Nassau.

The cornerstone of the local history collection is the Ralph Phillips Genealogy
Collection. Detailing the family histories
of over 3,000 mostly local families, Mr.
Phillips (above) spent over 60 years in
gathering information for the collection.
Visitors from across the country have
come to Nassau to view the documents.

The local history collection covers a wide array of objects and items. Above,
the circa 1890 signage from a Church Street business. The building, right, still
stands. Upper right, a blue first prize ribbon from the Nassau Fair. Below, newspaper clipping detailing the 1982 fires that devastated Nassau, including Delson’s Economy Store. Below right, a collection of Columbia High School Yearbooks. Below right, during World War 2 St. Mary’s Church produced “Letter from
Home” to communicate with local men serving in the military. Below, left, the files
of the local history loose document and clippings file.

What does the future of local history hold? It will continue
to happen, but how will we save it? Space limitations, the
demise of “traditional” photography, growth of digital media and how we define the mission of our local library are
just some of the challenges ahead.
If you would like to share your Nassau stories and/or pictures contact us at info@nassau12123.com or telephone Mr. Vincent at 766-2291.
We would love to include your material in a future edition.

