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TEXAS RUN

FADE | N
SUPERI MPOSE: MEXI CO, 1860

EXT. RANCH HOUSE - DAY

On a hill, overlooking a valley, sits a hunble ranch house.
CHI CKENS and PIGS roam free, a vegetabl e GARDEN bl oons,
HORSES graze in a small pasture.

BI LLY BRAVCS, 25, |ean and nuscul ar, vigorously punps water
into a rai sed wooden barrel shower attached to the rear of
his ranch house.

Billy' s spouse, CAMLLA, sits under a nearby shade tree.
Their son ELADIO, 5, sits between her legs as she trinms his
hair with a knife.

CAM LLA | S DEAF.

NOTE: All interaction between Billy, Eladio and CamIla wll
be in SIGN LANGUAGE / subtitled, indicated by being encl osed
i n brackets.

Billy tosses a pebble that |lands by Camlla' s feet. She
| ooks up.

BI LLY
[Cami Il a cone, | need you.]

Cam |l a laboriously stands. She is pregnant, show ng a
medi um baby bunp. She and Eladio join Billy.

Billy points to the bottomof the barrel shower.
Cam |la and El adi o | ook up.

Billy pulls a rope, the barrel pivots and enpties it’s
chilly contents on all three.

Cam|la is shocked! She angrily pounds on Billy's chest.

El addi o | aughs.



Billy SPITS a fountain of water on Cam |l a, then takes her
hand and HUMVMS a Mexi can fol k song as they dance in the nud.

Cam|la gives in, smles and enbraces Billy.

NI TA, their nongrel dog, lies in the shade and barks
happi | vy,

A HEN approaches and has a drink of water.

JESUS CAVALLERO, 50, Camilla' s father, smles as he watches
fromthe side.

EXT. RANCH HOUSE TRAIL - DAY
Two MEN, driving a small herd of cattle, approach.
Billy and Jesus go to greet them

JESUS
Bi en di a Seni or MORELGCS.

MORELCS
Bad news m am gos. The governor
is demanding a portion of all cattle
as a tax. An official will be com ng
to collect yours tonorrow.

BI LLY
How can t he governnment demand our
cattl e, what have they ever done for
us?

MORELGOS

(shrugs)
The Arny nust eat.

Mor el os produces a poster and hands it to Jesus.
MORELOS (cont' d)
There is a man in Texas buyi ng
i vest ock.
Billy and Jesus study the poster.

POSTER - WANTED BEEF CATTLE, $22 I N GOLD.



MORELOS (cont' d)
I amnmuch to old to go, but... If you
will take these cattle with yours to
Texas, | will hide your bull and a
few heifers with mne in Canyon
Ver de.

EXT. COW PASTURE - DAY

Jesus counts their cattle.

JESUS
The CALVI NG HElI FER i s m ssi ng.

Jesus scans the terrain.
JESUS (cont'd)
(poi nts)
Ther e.
EXT. GROVE - DAY

Among the trees, the calving heifer lies on her side, deep
in |abor.

Billy and Jesus disnount, wal k softly and watch froma short
di stance away.

A calf's hoofs appear in a skin of nmenbrane, followed by the
calf's snout.

The heifer gives one final push and the newborn calf squirts
out .

The calf lies still, not noving.

The heifer turns to inspect her still calf, licks it
vi gorously, then blares out.

HEl FER
Mbooooooo!

The calf lies still.
The hei fer stands.

HEI FER (cont' d)
Mb0000000!

The calf opens it eyes. It struggles to stand, wobbles
sideways for a step or two, then finally finds it's bal ance.



BI LLY
It's a boy!

The Heifer slowy | eaves the grove and re-enters the pasture
foll owed by her newborn calf. The other cows approach to

i nspect their newest nenber.

EXT. RANCH HOUSE - LATER - DAY

Billy and Jesus watch Senior Mrelos |eave with their bull,
two of their cows, the heifer and her newborn calf.

I NT. RANCH HOUSE - N GHT

Billy, Jesus, Camilla and Eladio sit at a table eating their
supper.

ELADI O
Papi, can | go to Texas with you.

Billy laughs and scruffs Eladio’s hair.
BI LLY
Not this tine. Soneday, when you get
bi gger.
Cam |l a seens distant, she pokes at the food on her plate.

El adio feeds a food scrap to Nita, who stands on her hind
|l egs with her paws on the table.

CAM LLA
(bangs on tabl e)
[ No! ]
Nita cowers.

Cam |l a abruptly rises and clears the table. Billy and Jesus
exchange | ooks.

Jesus pours tequila into a cup.

ELADI O
Abuel o, let nme try.

Jesus |l ooks to Billy, who sm|es and shrugs, "Ckay."
Jesus slides his cup to El adio.

Eladio sniffs it, then takes a small sip.



ELADI O (cont' d)
(coughs)
Ewe!

Billy and Jesus break out |aughing as Eladio' s face turns
red and his eyes water. He swiftly gul ps water.

Jesus finishes the shot of tequila with relish.

JESUS
Ahhh.

BI LLY
(to El adi 0)
| have sonething for you

Billy reaches into his pocket and presents Eladio with a
smal | hand carved wooden pony.

El adio’s eyes |light up. He studies the wooden pony, grinning
at the realistic craftsmanship.

ELADI O
(excited)
Papi, ne gusta.

El adio runs and lays on his cot, galloping the wooden pony
across his pillow

Camlla silently washes plates in a tub at the kitchen
W ndow.

Jesus lays a crude MAP on the table, Billy watches intently.
CLOSE ON MAP - Jesus traces their route to Texas with his
finger.

EXT. RANCH HOUSE VERANDA - NI GHT - LATER

Jesus sits on a bench, under the stars, playing a Spanish
guitar, a jug of tequila by his side.

A COYOTE HOALS in the di stance.

JESUS
(calls)
Mjo, fetch SANTANA

Billy fetches Jesus’s rifle, a beautiful oiled and

pol i shed Carbi ne. Jesus pulls a bandanna from his pocket and
lovingly wipes the rifles action, then gently leans it

agai nst the wall.



BI LLY
You shoul d sl eep

JESUS
The coyotes are back.

Billy places his hand on Jesus’s shoul der.

Bl LLY
Buenos not ches Abuel o.

Jesus pats Billy's hand.
Billy exits scene.

Jesus takes a drink fromhis tequila jug and scans the
dar kness.

JESUS P.O V. - CHICKENS quietly rest in their coop twenty
yards fromtheir ranch house.

I NT. RANCH HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Camlla lies in bed, wide awake, staring at the ceiling.
Jesus’s guitar plays softly outside.

Billy slips into bed and turns to Cam || a.

BI LLY
[What is wrong?]

She turns and faces him

CAM LLA
[ had a vision; Sonething bad
wi || happen to you.]

BI LLY
es reassuringly)

(sml
"Il be fine.]

[No, |

CAM LLA
[WII She be there?]

BI LLY
(shrugs)
[ don’t know. ]

CAM LLA
[I fear you will see her and
| eave us. |



Billy places his hand on her baby bunp.

BI LLY

(sincerely)
[ You, El adio and our baby are ny
l[ife, my life is here with you.]

Camlla smles.

BILLY (cont'd)
[Waen | return, | wll
bring you a bag of gold.]

Cam|lla grins, relieved. She waps her arns around Billy and
snuggl es cl oser. She kisses his cheek, then clinbs atop and
straddl es him making soft COO NG NO SES.

EXT. RANCH HOUSE - VERANDA - NI GHT

Jesus plays his guitar, he hears Camlla's cooing, |ooks
towards the bedroom and smil es.

EXT. RANCH HOUSE - DAY - DAWN

Cam | la and El adio stand on the veranda watching Billy and
Jesus pack their horses.

The two vaqueros are dressed in | eather chaps, boots with
spurs, large brimed sonbreros and | ong sl eeve shirts.

Billy carries a Colt Wal ker pistol in a tanned handmade
| eat her cross-draw hol ster.

Jesus slides his rifle into a scabbard strapped to his
saddl e, then he nmounts NAPCLEON, a giant six year old
appal oosa stallion.

Billy kneels to say good-bye to Eladio. He reaches into his
pocket and presents Eladio with a small folding knife.

BI LLY
(intimately)
This was nmy father’s one possession,
given to ne by ny nother when | was
your age. | want you to have it.

El adi o beans.
BILLY (cont'd)

Keep it clean and oiled. It is very
sharp so be careful



ELADI O
Si Papi .
BI LLY
(serious)
Renmenber, when | am away, you are the
“Man of the house," obey and protect
your Mot her.

ELADI O
Si Papi

Billy stands.
El adi o | ooks up to his father, then clings to his thigh.
Billy takes a half step and drags Eladio with him
BI LLY
(1 aughs)
El adi o, | must go.

El adio reluctantly rel eases his hold.

Billy turns to | eave but Camlla stands before him a
serious | ook on her face.

She renoves her Saint Christopher nedal from around her neck
and places it on Billy’s.

CAM LLA
[ Regreso a m . ]

Billy nods, hugs Camilla one last tinme, then nounts his
hor se.

Wth a tip of his hat, Billy, Jesus and Nita set out with
their herd of twenty cattle and five horses.

EXT. TRAIL - DAY

A SERI ES OF SHOTS

a) Billy rides point on "ANCHO," a chestnut mare he has
raised froma foal, G NGER their pack horse in tow.

b) Jesus rides drag on Napol eon.
c) Nita flushes a flock of pheasant from a bush.

d) A maverick calf strays. Jesus reigns her in
using a "Jineta" technique.



e) Puffy white clouds float in a blue sky.

d) Billy pours water fromhis canteen into his sonbrero and
gi ves Ancho a drink

EXT. GREEN PASTURE - DAY
They stop and allow the livestock to graze.

Jesus produces tortillas fromhis saddl e bag and hands one
to Billy.

Bl LLY
Graci ous, Abuel o.

JESUS
(1 aughs)
You still ride like a gringo.

BI LLY
I mght do better on Napol eon.

JESUS
Napol eon will not all ow anyone but
nyself to ride him

Bl LLY
1"l bet | could.

Jesus smiles, atwinkle in his eye.

JESUS
Apr obado

Billy stands. He approaches Napol eon.
The giant stallion towers over him
BI LLY
(soot hi ng)
Hey.

Billy opens his hand wi de and di splays a slice of jicama
Napol eon sniffs, then gently takes it.

Billy pets Napoleon's face, the crest of his neck and
br east .

BILLY (cont'd)
See?



10.

Billy tentatively places one foot in Napoleon's stirrup, he
steadi es hinself and begins to nount.

JESUS
CLI CKS hi s tongue once.

Napol eon i medi ately side steps, throwing Billy off bal ance
and sending himcrashing to the ground, |anding next to a
fresh patty of cow poop

Billy | ooks up, frustrated.
BI LLY
(seriously)
Teach ne to ride like you.
JESUS
I will, you and El adi o.
EXT. GREEN PASTURE - DAY - LATER

Jesus is relieving hinself next to napol eon when he spots a
LARGE HARE

He slowy draws his rifle from Napol eon's scabbard and ai ns,
squinting his eyes through the iron sights.

Jesus FI RES!
He m sses. The hare scranbl es away.

JESUS
Mal di t o!

Billy rides up to investigate as Jesus reloads his rifle.

BI LLY
Que pasa?

JESUS
There was a fat hare.

BI LLY
Did you get hin

JESUS
No.

EXT. TRAIL - DAY (LATE AFTERNOON)

Billy and Jesus drive the herd through the chaparral.



11.
Ahead, a RAGGED BAND OF | NDI ANS, approach on foot fromthe
opposite direction.
They warily pass each other.
A YOUNG BRAVE, 15, smles at Billy as they nmake eye contact.
Billy nods back.

BI LLY.
Recogni ze t henf?

JESUS
No.

They stop at a creek to water the herd.

JESUS (cont'd)

This is a fine place to canp.

EXT. CAMPSI TE - DAY
Billy waters their horses and washes hinself in the creek.
Jesus gathers fire wood, he finds a wild marijuana plant,
smles and breaks off a branch, adding it to his bundle.
EXT. CAMPSI TE - DAY - DUSK
Billy clears their sleeping area of rocks and branches. N ta
lays by the fire, watching Jesus stir a pot of chili.
EXT. CAMPSI TE - NI GHT - LATER

Jesus produces a jug of tequila. He uncorks it and chugs a
nmout hf ul .

JESUS
(gl eeful)
Tequila will confort you when you
have no woman.
Jesus passes the tequila jug to Billy.
Billy takes a small swi g and passes it back to Jesus.

Jesus roasts the marijuana branch over the fire until it
begins to snoke. He brings it to his face and inhal es.



JESUS (cont'd)
(exhal es)
Ahh, Madre di dio.

Jesus offers the branch to Billy.

Bl LLY
No.

Jesus's eyes are pink and happy.
JESUS
Have | shared with you how | et
Cam |l a s nother?

Bl LLY
No, tell ne.

BEG N FLASHBACK:

EXT. TI DELANDS - DAY

Jesus gal |l ops al ong the coast, he is young, handsone,
dashing in his arnmy officer's uniform

JESUS (V.Q)
I was returning home when I first saw
NACONA.

A YOUNG COVANCHE A RL bathes in the sea.
JESUS (V.Q.) (cont'd)

She was naked, dark as a vanilla
bean. She saw ne, but did not cover

hersel f.

(beans)
It is a wondrous thing to see a naked
woman bat hing. | dis-nmounted, slowy,

so as not to startle her, then... |
shed my uniform and junped into the
sea. She |l aughed at ny floundering

and swam away. | swam after her,
and... | caught her!
(beat)

| never let her go.

12.

even



13.

I NT. DARK CANDLE LI'T BEDROOM - NI GHT

JESUS (V.0)
Naconah gl owed |ike the Madonna, she
held Camilla to her breast and sm | ed
at me. Then...ny world changed.
Naconah bent forward, blood gushed
from her wonb. She clutched ny hand
wi th such vigor, her fingernails dug
into ny flesh. She | ooked to ne for
hel p. But I...1 could do nothing.

(stifles a tear.)

Then god took m Naconah.

END FLASHBACK
JESUS
(upbeat)
But he gave ne Cam |l a, El adio,
and you, Mjo.
Jesus takes another drink of tequila.
JESUS (cont'd)
(sings forlorn)
“Las Bl ancas Flores-”
Nita alerts and grows |owy. Jesus stops singing.

A figure appears just outside of the perineter of their
canp, silhouetted by the noonlight.

Jesus grabs his rifle. They stand and face the intruder.
It is the young Brave fromtheir earlier encounter.
JESUS (cont'd)
(speaki ng Comanche)
Ma Ru awe.
The Brave says nothing, he stands there.

BI LLY
Habl a Espanol ? 1 nglish?

The Brave says not hi ng.

We hear commotion in the distance. Billy and Jesus turn and
see the Indians stealing one of their horses.

When Billy turns back, the Brave has vani shed.



14.

The | ndi ans SCREAM WAR CRI ES as they escape with one horse.
Jesus runs after the Indians.

Billy runs after the the young Brave.

EXT. PRAIRIE - N GHT

CLOSE ON THE BRAVE - Looks back and sees Billy gaining on
hi m

Billy catches up and tackles him
Down t hey go.

Billy rises and stands over the young Brave who | ooks up at
himwth terrified eyes.

Billy sees the Brave is skinny and mal nouri shed.
BI LLY
(wi th conpassi on)
Ahh, just go.

The young brave scranbles to his feet and runs off.

EXT. CAMPSI TE - NI GHT
Billy returns, his shirt is ripped across the breast.

BI LLY
He got away.

JESUS
| et us consider the pony a toll for
using this trail.

BI LLY
They cannot claimthis trail, This is
Mexi co.

JESUS

They do not understand borders.

EXT. CAMPSI TE - LATER

Jesus pl aces sone pebbles into an enpty bean can, then hangs
it fromthe horses tether. He gives it a shake the can
RATTLES.



15.

JESUS
This will alert us if they
return.

Jesus sits on his bedroll next to the fire, renoves a boot
and rubs his sore foot.

JESUS (cont'd)
D os m o.
He | ays back, closes his eyes and... imediately falls
asl eep, snoring |oudly.

Billy lays his Colt pistol across his chest, using his
saddl e for a pillow, he covers hinself with a bl anket,
cl oses his eyes and tries to rest.

- END PART ONE -
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