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L och Ness Monster

Overview of Materials

Just when you think the Loch Ness monster has been thoroughly debunked, up pops another “sighting” and another scientific expedi-
tion takes to the Loch. Students become passionate about their belief or disbelief in this mythical monster, and are willing to stand

their ground in defending their thoughts! If you're looking for something for the first couple of days of school, an exciting subject for
use when you need a substitute, or just a fun day or two to practice the research skills you’ve been teaching, this may be the unit for

you! Here’swhat you’ll find in the unit:

File 1: Materials list, File 2: Student Readers
Lesson Plan Sugges- Grades 34
tion, Standards, Prepa- Grades 5-6

ration Checklist, Book
List and References.

Students read about the first
“Nessie Sighting” as well as other

interesting facts about Loch Ness.

File 5: Research Cards
Anecdotal records of historical
Nessie sightings which can be
used as center material or to
get students started on re-
search when you can’t use the
internet.

F|Ie9 Map

File 10: Drawing Lessons
Students will learn how to
draw mountains and trees
which they may use on their
final art project.

File 6: Photography in the
wild

Photography isa major aspect
of scientific observation.
These cards help students ex-
amine the difficulties scientific
photographers face.

File 3: Vocabulary Bookmarks
Grades 34— red-lined

Grades 5-6— blue-lined
Coordinate with the Loch Ness
Examiner (file 2). Students
may use them asthey read to
decode new words.
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File 7: Vocabulary Study Cards
Double-sided cards which ex-
plain new vocabulary of the
unit. Use with Tracking Nessie
game board (file 8) or use at a
center or mini word wall.

File 11: Art Project

Students will make a Nessie
puppet and draw and color a
background reflecting true
information of Loch Ness.
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File 12: Lesson Plans for Subs
Complete, detailed lesson
plans you can leave for a sub-
stitute. This is an exciting unit
for a special day.

File 4: Student Worksheets and

Overheads:
Reading, Research, Writing, Math,
Science, Geography

File 8: Tracking Nessie Game
Board game for students to play as
they practice new vocabulary of
the unit.

Get to the Bottom of the

Mysterious Loch Ness

File 13: Task Cards

Students can do further research
independently using these task
cards.

www.thematicteacher.com



Substitute Lesson Plans

Nessie, of the Loch
Lesson Directions

e~
T—— <N 3 : SetUp:

Prepare all materials and have them readily available
some books from the school library about Scotland

. et
O( Loch Ness, the Loch Ness Monster, and other cryptids
and cover the independent study center. Unc

Thematic Unit ~  ass . 35 —

A o Xy e Par & Students are probably somewhat familiar with studies of animals in the w
Ry LR studied in the wild, and what they know about t
tioning the Loch Ness Monster, Make a brainstorm list of what the 5
animals in nature. Explain that today the studen

nimal study

Photographic Studies
Begin today’s unit by playing Animal Hunt
explain that they are going to act like scientists using ph
eir natural habitat. You can play the game inside or out, bu

Don't tell the children they are looking for
graphy to learn 2

or hiding (a classroom works very well). Use a paper
ed together to form a sighting scope or binoculars. (i y
ead! Then you can later evaluate the quality of the images
r of the area where the game will be played. The lar
it it will be to locate the “animals.” Set up the lockout post, t
tioned, (S)he will need to stay in that one
over the area. Animals in the wild are afraid of humans, so the student
the camera operator as they go about their daily tasks. The objec
a good camera shot. Turn the lights on or off (or flash
me of the conditions photographers face (ice, win
to give the students a little taste of the reality of
an play together or in small groups. Play until everyone has had a
there are too many students to allow everyo
Afew rou ow will provide the necessary ex

When you have finished the game, discuss the experience. Did anyone geta

easy? What made it hard?

Resting: Nonfiction

Nesaie of the Lock Amsmers

i

Math: Units of Mo asure —Standand and Metric D Dowpr o Lo e
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Loch Ness
Monster

climate: CLImuht
the usual weather patterns of an area;
weather over a long period of time

cryptid: CRIP tid

a creature whose life has been sug-
gested, but has not been proven by
science

cryptozoologist:

CRIP toe zoo ALL uh jist

a person who studies evidence that
seems to support the existence of
animals not yet proven to exist

emerge: ee MERJ
to rise above the surface of the water

evidence: EV uhduns
clues that tend to prove something;
a reason to believe in something

Copyright © 2010515
wwuw themalialaanhar SR

Red-lined,
(Grades 3/¢

Copyright © 2010-2015 Integreat! Thematic Units

Vocabulary Bookmarks

Loch Ness
Monster

conspirator: cun SPEER uh ter
a group of people who work together,
usually to do something illegal

cryptid: CRIP tid

a creature whose life has been sug-
gested, but has not been proven by
science

cryptozoologist:

CRIP toe zoo ALL uh jist

a person who studies evidence that
seems to support the existence of
animals not yet proven to exist

document: DOCKyou munt

1) awritten piece of paper giving
proof or evidence of something

2) writing something down as evi-
dence or proof

elaborate: ee LAB rut

to work something out with great
care, paying attention to details, and
perfection

enigmatic: EN ig MAT ik

something that is mysterious, puzzling,
hard to understand, or cryptic;

an enigma

evidence: EV uh duns
clues that tend to prove something;
a reason to believe in something

hoax: hohks
1) to deceive, defraud, or hoodwink
2) afake

marathon: MARE uh thon
a long distance race usually measuring
26 miles

mock: mok
1) imitation or fake
2) make fun of something

naturalist: NATCH ur uhl ist
a person who studies nature or natural
events

United Kingdom:

you NIGHT ud KING dum

a European kingdom made up of Eng-
land, Scotland, Wales, and Northern
Ireland

wake: waik
a wave given off by an object moving
rapidly through water

zoologist: zoo ALL uh jist
a person who studies animals

Copyright © 2010-15
thematic
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The Loch Ness

EXAMI NER Cryptozoologists Study Loch Phenomenon

Water Beast Turned Back by Holy Man

School Children Frightened by Mysterious Creature
Car Nearly Hits “Prehistoric” Monster

NS . 2 DRUMNADROCHIT, 1930+

e A Swimming in the Black  Weather and Climate: LN
er: Real or Hoax? " INVERNESS, Augut 12, 1999 _

Loch Ness Area Average
Monthly Temperature and Precipitation

Monen Average Low |Average High |Av. Precip.

Gorilla Gorilla

The LNM Digital, Waterproof Camera

Just Another Swimming Elephant? " WP . = 2
f you're looking for a scientific came: it absolutely

WASHINGTON, D¢ N . , ' has to be ready when you're not, thi
Marc e ali

Don't go to the Loch without it!

Student Newspaper

(zrades 3/4, & (zrades 5/6

gpages (2 pieces Of |etter sized paper, 2sided)
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The LLoch Ness

EXAMINER

MpJe

Yolume |, Issue 56

Special points of
interest:

e Most recent sighting
of the Loch Ness
Monster:

e Loch Ness is 600-725
feet deep

o The first written
record of the LNM
was more than | 400
years ago

Inside this issue:

Cryptozoologists Study
Loch Phenomenon 2

School Children Fiightened
by Creature 2

Mock Ness Monster:
Real or Hoax? 2

Just Another Swimming

Elephant? 2
Swimming in the

Black 4
Weather and

Climate at LN 4

© 2010 Integreat! Thematic
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Water Beast Turned Back by Holy Man

ADOMNAN 565 AD

Earlier this week, while
swimming in the River
Ness, a village man was
seized and most savagely
bitten by a water beast.
Some men quickly came to
his rescue in a wooden
boat. They were able to
put out hooks and caught
hold of the man, dragging
him into the boat, only to
find he was already dead.
This morning he was bur-
ied alongside the river he
had lived on his whole life.

Columba, a leader of the
church and a blessed and
holy man, came upon the
funeral services as he was
walking along the river.
When the villagers told
him of the tragic event,
Columba ordered one of
his companions to swim
across the river and bring
back a sail boat that was
on the other side. Lugne

Mocu-Min obeyed without
delay. Throwing off all his
clothing but his tunic, he
plunged into the water,
but the monster, whose
appetite had not been sat-
isfied by biting alone, still
lurked in the depths of the
river. Feeling the distur-
bance in the water caused
by Lugne’s swimming, it
suddenly swam up to the
surface, and with gaping
mouth and great roaring,
rushed towards the man
swimming in the middle of
the stream. All the watch-
ers were struck down with
extreme terror, but the
blessed man, who was
watching, raised his holy
hand and drew the saving
sign of the cross in the
empty air. Calling on God
he said, “You will go no
further. Do not touch this
man; turn back speedily!”
Then, hearing this com-
mand of the saint, the

“Preacher” Painted in | 754, shows Saint
Colurnba with the Picts of Scotland

beast, as if pulled back
with ropes, fled terrified in
swift retreat, although it
had before approached so
close to Lugne as he swam
that there was no more
than the length of one
short pole between the
man and beast. Seeing
that the beast had with-
drawn and Lugne had re-
turned unharmed and safe,
everyone with great
amazement praised the
God of the Christians. 1

Car Nearly Hits “Prehistoric’’ Monster

INVERNESS
July 22, 1933

Mr. and Mrs. George
Spicer reported earlier
today that they nearly
struck a strange animal
while driving on the road
along Loch Ness. At first
they claimed it was about
six feet in length, but
later, realizing the animal

was wider than the road,
decided it must have been
closer to thirty feet long.
They described the animal

as “prehistoric” with a long

neck and a large grayish-
black body. They said, “It
shambled across the road,
waddling like a seal, and
slithered into some bushes
before splashing into the
dark waters of the lake.”

They were about 150-200
yards away from the ani-
mal, they say.

Mr. Spicer says he acceler-
ated in order to catch up to
the creature, but he wasn’t
able to reach it before it
slithered into the bushes.
The Spicers were return-
ing from a vacation in
northern Scotland.
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ave been formed by glacial carving. They contain d
eps. Deposits in the rock layers include fossils of plant

region in ha¥ by the Great Glen Foult, a
otland and on into Ireland. You can see

Accommodations

he internet or encyciopedios and book:

you prepare for your scien

s, and graphs or tables. Here are some idea

S via an internet mapping website. You can fly right »
satelite image. Find the town of Inverness, the capital of the highland region
Cruise along the shores to gather as much informat
andforms, plants, and buildings | n
thought he saw the monster on a satellite image!
Plants and Animals: ut what the common plants and animals are Historical Locations
Y aro och Ness. How would this affect your scient:

cientific grou
her groups, especially now that sonar i the
ch you think would be the best idea ) cientific Investigations
List all the items you'd need to purcha
uy supplies), or find a hotel to
et there)

e best time of year for 3 scientific expedition to Loch N
uld you pack for the trip? Are there any other special item

et ne e ag e
R

s
o

Historic Locations: Castle is one of the favorite “Nessie-spotting” &
more about 2, or other historic locations that catch your interest

R

5]

[ Sy e e Mo Mg -
- N [ oo
Scientific Expeditions: Find out some of the methods used by s -

have they been? What new ideas do you have for locating this illusive an

eography, Social Studies
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> Nessie Sightings

Build a Database

were returning from their vac
driving slong the side ¢ h Ness t
monster” crawling across the road. Their rep
2 new interest in the fabled beast, all ar
has & year gone by withot

354 I3 going to build a data base of sighting:

Official, Verified Sighting: Loch Ness Monster
Person Making the Sighting:

Date of the Sighting:

Location:

Circumstance:

Reported Appearance of Animal:

References:

Author of Article Article Title Waebsite Title Waebsite Organization | Date of Information
Official, Verified Sighting: Loch Ness Monster

Person Making the Sighting: Mr_ and Mrs. George Spicer
Date of the Sighting: July 22, 1

Location: Between the wilages of Dores and Inverfarigaig
Chroumstance: v od along the h. About 150-2 ds away. Accelerated 1o try b
v t walked across the road and in ushes before they got th

Reported Appearance of Animak “Prehistoric animal.” They thought i
ealized it was bigger than the road: then they said it was 30 feet
A, something flapping near where neck joined body (it's tail?)

Author of Article Article Title Website Title | Website Oganization

Sl Data Base Collectio

5 S Nessie Sightings
/ "/\ e . H Sort the Database, cont.
| Nessie Sightings .,

/
/\
O

Ch, istics in Common

Sort the Database

PRI R VR

abase cards into the

hen finish the res

ategories. Write the categor

- What ssions can you draw by looking at the information in
s on each card. Fill in the di m (on the t t

ted at different time

re In the circle. P,

rects

Data Base Work-Internet
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Ctudents write a hewsCast based oh a historiCal
sighting of Nessie they have researched.

Official, Verified Sighting: Loch Ness Monster
Person Making the Sighting: Roderick Matheson
Date of the Sighting: 1885

Location: i1n the water, no other information

Circumstance: the animal was moving forward in the
water

Reported Appearance of Animal: He said, “It was the
biggest thing I ever saw in my life.” It had a neck like a
horse with a mane.

32 Research Cards

Loch Ness Monster Newscast Rubric—Score:

ICATEGORY 2 1
Mr. and Mrs. George Mackay were driving along a newly constructed Organization The rew welloe- [The organ. [The newscast s a little hard to
road, General Wade's Military Road, on the shores of Loch Ness on 7 s [oton. Thelactsarwjembied
April 14, 1933, The water was as still as glass, when suddenly Mrs.
Mackay saw violent splashing as if two enormous ducks were fight- Newscast Style [*°
ing. When the thrashing stopped, a large wake developed, caused by
something huge moving through the water. Then she saw two huge
black humps appear above the water. The back hump was larger
than the one in front of it. The distance from one hump to the other Accuracy
was approximately 20 feet. Mrs. Mackay watched the humps move
along for a while, turn left, and then submerge, leaving behind a big
disturbance in the water. Presentation

Source: Dinsdale, Tim. The Story of the Loch Ness Monster. London:
Wyndham Publications, 1973.

Media Support ’r"'

Confirmation: 5

Writing 3 Newscast

Copyright © 2010-2015 Integreat! Thematic Units www.thematicteacher.com




Monster Math

B A A A A A A A A B A A A A A A AR ‘Y-‘W‘VW’I
NS S O i S

2
eet in length. Using a
ph paper below. Underneath it draw another line

In2 8
plete search of Loch
1638

Divide 1 (US dollar) b

ograph of Nessie that was a hoax, He

The photographi he when he created the photograph?

Monster Math, con

R O R E e S e e A A A e A e A
s o St

LSS st et a s tatatatatatatatatatatatiataNatatie

Andrew Battel reported in 1625 that “Pongos are never taken alive because they are so strong, that

ten men can: if an average African man in pounds, how

Loch Ness is 23 miles long and 1.5 miles wide. These measurements are given in standard units,
which is the primary measurement system of the United reat Britain (the United King-

dom) uses the metric it of measure.

To change miles into kilomete:

Use a calculator to help you figure he size of Loch Ness.

7. Use the Weather Chart on page 4 of The Loch Ness Examiner to graph the low and high average
temperature OR the rain in the area of Lab 4 h and the X and Y axes.

Integreat! Thematic Units www thematicteacher. com

Math-Measurement
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Loch Ness Monster Puppets

Materials:

1 piece 12X18 inch white drawing paper
1 piece 6X9 inch tag board

crayons, markers, or water color paints
popsicle stick

scissors

Directions:

To make the puppet background:

1. On a piece of large white drawing paper, using a pencil, lightly draw the
setting for the Nessie sighting you are reporting. Add any landforms,
plants, animals, roads, rocks, etc. that will help your audience learn more
about the sighting.

. Draw the person who made the sighting.
. Make any changes you want and then color your background using either
crayons, markers, or water color paints. Set it aside to dry, if necessary.

To make the Nessie puppet:
. With a pencil, lightly trace or draw an image of Nessie that accurately
represents the animal of your sighting. Make any changes needed.
. Color the puppet using crayons, markers, or
to dry, if necessary.
. With a pencil, lightly draw a line across the g
ground of your background—wherever Nessid
Cut along the line with your scissors.
. When the puppet is dry, cut it out and glue i
dry.
. When you are ready to read your newspaper
puppet scene as if you were a television repo
your puppet while you read the newsflash.

Art Project

Nessie Tracer

gtudents read and follow directions to
complete a project for their hewsCast

Copyright © 2010-2015 Integreat! Thematic Units
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Drawing Lesson: Mountains

Draw a mountain shape. Make it interesting by
ing bumps and ridges

From the top of the mountain, drow a contour
line with an interesting shape down to the bot-
tom. Decide where the sun will be. You don't
have to draw the sun, but you need 1o know
where the light is coming from.

Now shade the side of the mountain that Is on
the oppesite side of the sun. This will give
your mountain more depth. If you are using
crayons, you can color the shaded

side o darker version of the same

color as the sunny side

You can add foothills to the base of the moun-
' Make them more rounded and overlap

them in front of the mountains. Add the con-
tour ines and shade them 1o give more depth

Drawing Lesson: Logs
o

Draw an oval on the left side of your drawing

space and a circle near the center. These are

the ends of your two logs. The oval is flat-

tened in order to make the log look lke it is
mmed at an angle. We call that
reshortening.”

Draw @ line from the top of the oval ot a slight
angle. Drow another one from the bottom of
the oval, making it parallel with the top line.

Draw a contour line (see how rounded it is) to
conmect the two lines at the end

. Do the same thing in the opposite dire
drawing a kne from the top of the circle, away
to the left. Stop the line where it meets the
first log and then continue on to finish it. Do
the same thing from the bottom of the cincle
Close it in with a contour line.

s are round, you will start with
very dark shading on the bottom of the log and
grodually make it lighter until you are about
half way up the side of the log. Do the same
thing on the second log.

_ Draw contour lines on the ends of the logs o
show the growth rings. Add a shadow on the
ground by shading along the bottom edge of
the bottom log. Add a shadow under the
log where it leans up on the bottom log

Drawing Lesson: Rocks

Draw a rock shape. Make it interestin
adding bumps and ridges. You can meke
rounded like river rock, angular like gron
lumpy, like aggregate

Very lightly draw a couple of ridge lines with
an interesting shape. They don't have 7o g0
from top to bottom. Decide where the sun w
be. You don't have 1o draw the sun, but you
need 1o know whene the light is coming from

Now shade the side of the rock thet
opposite side of the sun. This will give
rock more depth. If you are using cra
you can color the shaded areas

a darker version of the some

color as the sunny areas

You can make rocks of any shape. B

some lower in the picture and puttin

top of others that are higher on the poge. you
can make some of the rocks look closer and
others look farther away. This is ¢
“positioning” and “overlapping.”

Add shading in the areas that are epposite
the light source. Add o few other are:
shading 10 give the rock more texture

Drawing Lesson: Row Boat, 1

This row boat is a pretty tricky drowng. Like
all drowings, you are not drowing it The

you know it is, but rather the way it looks
when you see it from afar. Start by drowing
the back side of the boat. Angle it shightly as
it goes up the page

The front side curves down toward the botto
of the page. It be shorter then the bac
side to make it look closer to you. It hang:
down just a little below the end

line

The back of the boat is almost fiat on the
page. It slopes just o little from the bock
side edge 1o the front side. Ir's a little tricky

Inside the outline you just finished, drow an-
other set of parallel ines. This will make the
rim of the boat

Draw a short line from each cutside comer
the back of the boat. Each line will siant to-
ward the center of the boat just a lirtie

Drawing Lessor

I\

Spruce Tree
Ore of the most common trees around Loch Ness is
the spruce. It

flar layers

“fingers.”

sky.

Add a layer of puffy “fingers.” r looks &
tle like o puffy cloud, but & get the lon
A " Make each leyer ¢ kttie wider than the one

Between some of the loyers odd & couple lines to
show the trunk

Keep adding puffy, “fi loyers. Let o little
trunk show through on

At the base of the tree, drow the trunk. The
trunk should grow o ittie wider each time you
drow it. It will be the widest at the bottom
Enclose the trunk with a contour line

it look round

Drawing Lesson: Row Boat, 2

Drow the side of the bo

from the front tip down an

corner of the back end. Notice how
and then becomes paralle

Drow the back seat. 1) Make a poralie! ine

just below the back side of the boat. Make it
Just wide encugh 1o 5it on. 2) Make ancther
line that is parclie! with the bock side of the

boat. Stop it when it reaches the front rim

Drow the front seat.

just belo

narrower than your last

ther away. 2) Make another line thet is paral-
1 with the back edge of the boat. Stop

the rim. 3) T

form the e

lines together with o straight line to show the

seat's edge.

Drow the be

runs paralle] with the bock side

If you want can odd shod
back side of the boat and on the rim
front seat. Add any other details you want

Drawing Lessons

gtudents listen,
tiohs tOo learh

Copyright © 2010-2015 Integreat! Thematic Units

atch, ahd follow direcC-

aSiC drawing princCiples,
whiCh they Cah use in their art projecCt.
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Photography in the Wild

Photography
in the Wild

Students explore the role of 3 photographer
in scientific studies.
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Vocabulary Practice

Students practice hew vocabulary words with
the “Tracking Nessie” game board and the
Vocabulary Study Cards.
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zoologist enigma

conspirators| | elaborate

document




enigma: uh NIG muh
something that is mysterious, puzzling, not un-
derstood; cryptic, enigmatic

elaborate:
to work some-
thing out with
great care, and
attention to
details and
perfection /

ee LAB rut

\
\

Elaborate Ceiling: Phato by orangem, via Piabay.com.

pongo: PONG goh
a type of ape, usually associated w1th
orangutans : ’ i

document: DOCK you ment
1) a written piece of
paper providing proof
or evidence of some-
thing
2) writing something
down to prove its fact

Archeology Dig: Phato by James DeMers, via Picabay.com.

B et e

zoologist: zoo ALLuh _]lst
a scientist who g
studies animals

Scientists Tag Turtles at Diego Garcia: Photo by US. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist Seaman Eric A. Pastor, via Wikimedia Commons.

conspirators: cun SPEER uh ters
a group of people who work together to do
something, usually something that is illegal

Conspiring: Image by geralt, via Pbabay.com.

hoax: hohx

to deceive, defraud, or hoodwink;
a fake

Loch Ness Monster: Photo by Immanuel Giel, via
Wikimedia Commorns.

mock: mok
1) imitation or fake
2) make fun of some-
thing

Loch Ness Monster: Photo by Immanuel Giel, via Wikimedia Commons.



You might write a travel
help them better prepare &
loch

Get to the Bottom of the
Mysterious Loch Ness

Do some research on your own to learn
more about Loch Ness and then create a
product to share your information with oth-

ers.

12 Task Cards with Template
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