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We wish our Readers a very 
Happy Independence Day
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BHARAT MAHAN DAY GREETING

Sher Mohammed Rajput of Chicago USA, who has 
dedicated his life serving the Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, and 
Christian community in Chicago, has also carried the 
mantra of Hindu, Muslim, Sikh Esai humsab hai bhai 
bhai to his native city of Bikaner, Rajasthan for the past 
20 years. On his 20th annual visit to Bikaner this year, 
he was rousingly welcomed and felicitated by the
city of Bikaner’s elite citizens, and was awarded the 
promoter of the concept of true brotherhood among all 
religions by the “Sarv Dharam Maha Sahba” of greater 
Rajasthan. He also received the best N.R.I. native son 
award from Maharajah Dungar Singh College Of Bi-
kaner.
Mr. Rajput has a secular outlook and was bestowed 
with Outstanding Member of the Community Award 
recently from Geetha Mandalam, a Hindu Religious. 
He is a founding member and Board of Trustees of 
East West University and was recognized by the Uni-
versity Board for his great contributions. He is also a 
founding member and Board of Trusty of 
Indo-American Community Center.

From Left: * Haji Maqsood Ahmed, Chairman, Bikaner City Improvement Council.* 
Sister Kanti of the Convent School. * Mr. Rajput (wearing honor turban and shawl). * 
His holiness Mahant Shree Somgiri Jee Maharaj. * Shree J. Kalla, Rajasthan Congress 
Party Chief. * Moulana Abdul Wahid.* Sardar Inder Singh, Chief of Gurduwara Sahib.

Wish everyone a very 

Happy Independence Day

Sher Mohammed Rajput

Mr. Sher Mohd. Rajput (Trustee, East West University & Indo American Center 
of Chicago, USA). Honored by Community Service Award at Govt. Dungar 
College, Bikaner, Rajasthan on 11 FEB 2015
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Al Hamdulilah. Two years after successfully passing my PhD. defense, I 
received a copy of my doctorate in Islamic Thought and Civilization on 
campus. 
I wasn’t able to walk in my scheduled convocation due to Covid. But 
grateful to the administration, faculty, staff, and fellow students at IIUM 
for the experience

Omar Suleiman

 THE RISE and FALL of MUSLIM 
CIVILIZATION Dr. Basheer Ahmed, MD

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE- Book Presentation and Signing

On July 27th, 2022, Dr. Basheer Ahmed had introduced the newly published book and 
made a brief presentation highlighting the features of the book. Mr. Usman Ghani, 
member of the board of directors of IMPMS, arranged the successful event at Irving 
Library. He has invited imams and members of the Shura of Islamic Center of Irving, 
several community leaders, and dignitaries. The attendance surpassed the expectations. 
Dr. Ahmed made a brief presentation about the book and emphasized the importance 
of studying science and technology to gain the same status in the world as Muslims have 
during the medieval period. There was a lively interaction between the audience and Dr. 
Ahmed about the book, and many people expressed interest in holding a similar social 
in the Islamic Center of Irving.
In his latest book, “The Rise and Fall of Muslim Civilization: Hope for the Future,” Dr. 
Basheer Ahmed offers fresh insight and perspective on Muslim history and contribu-
tions of innovative developments in Science, Technology, and Mathematics (STEM) over 
a period of eight centuries.

Many Muslims may be wondering, why did the dominance of Muslim scientists in every 
field of knowledge for almost eight centuries (7th-15th) suddenly end in decline? Why 
are most of the Muslim nations now educationally backward, behind in industrial and 
scientific development, and poor? What went wrong?

From the 12th century on, universities in the Islamic world gradually stopped teach-
ing science and philosophy, and all scientific laboratories and observatories were closed 
or destroyed. From the 15th century onward Muslims have done very little scientific 
work or published any book on any scientific subject. Within the pages of this book, Dr. 
Ahmed investigates the questions.

The book is more than a treatise; it is an anthology of Islamic sciences. It introduces the 
reader to the intellectual giants of the classical Islamic era and provides a roadmap of 
how learning flourished and then gradually declined.

Rich in historical background, the reader discovers the details of the rise and fall of the 

great Muslim civilization during the medieval years, but this book contains more than 
the history and development of STEM. It provides innovative solutions to bring about 
hope for days ahead for the youth of the world to step back into identifying problems 
and developing solutions to impact some of the greatest issues and challenges facing the 
world today.

Dr. Ahmed’s insightful treatment of the subject is reinforced by Prof. Nazeer Ahmed’s 
forward and selected essays from eminent scientists including Professors Parvez Hoodb-
hoy, Samir Iqbal, Aziz Budri, Irum Rahman, Bashoo Nasiruddin, Mirza Faizan and 
Mirza Rizwan. Written in a clear, lucid style, it is a book for students, teachers, scholars 
as well as the general public. The book motivates, inspires, and mentors today’s youth to 
become scientists and innovators and follow in the footsteps of their forefathers.
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Challenges Youth face in U.S.
                                  M. Basheer Ahmed M.D.

Challenges during early period of schooling

Growing up in a land with multi-religious, multi- cul-
tural, multi-racial and multi-lingual people is a difficult 
endeavor for the Muslim youth in America. Most of their 
parents (immigrants and refugees) who grew up in a 
relatively homogenized community seldom experienced 
these challenges. In addition to this, the anti-Muslim 
sentiments and discrimination against Muslims have 
increased over the past two decades and Muslim youth 
are not immune to this. Language and Cultural differ-
ences Young Muslim children face conflicts as soon as 
they start school. At home they speak a different language 
than in school. At home they learn and continue to speak 
Urdu, Hindi, Arabic or Punjabi, but as soon as they go to 
school they speak English. As soon as they come home, 
they change their western clothes and wear their desi or 
native clothes- Shilwar, Pajama or Jilbab. At school, the 
students talk about TV shows like DISNEY,MTV, CNN or 
Fox news and Muslim children talk about ARY, ZTV and 
Indian, Pakistani or Arabic shows. Children soon become 
aware that they are different. Fortunately they are intel-
ligent, adapt well to these changes and adjust well in both 
environments.
Many youths have reported that their immigrant parents 
usually have culture clashes with the new society. Im-
migrant children struggle to assimilate into the society 
their parents chose for them. Many parents question if 
their kids have too many American friends and they are 
afraid that they will learn bad habits. The problem is not 
so much overcoming poverty and educational deficits, but 
adapting to a society whose value is sharply at odds with 
the Muslim religious heritage. (Therefore some parents 
choose to send their children to Islamic schools and some 
opted for home schooling).Challenges in educational 
institution Most of the Muslim youth were adjusting 
and coping well until the school environment changed 
drastically after 9/11 and more so now during the Trump 
presidential era. Anti-Muslim sentiment and discrimina-
tion targeting Muslims are on the rise and school commu-
nities are not immune.  School systems strive to prepare 
students for responsible social and civic participation by 
promoting a respect for diversity. However, due to mas-
sive anti-Muslim propaganda and Trump administration 
policies, educators often struggle to determine whether 
Muslims’ beliefs conflict with Western values. Nobody 
questions or debates the issue about “What are the major 
conflicts between Western and Islamic values”. The books 
and curriculum used in schools often contain biased 
opinions and misinformation. Students are embarrassed 
to speak in their native language in public and they often 
feel marginalized. They are regarded as outsiders even if 
they are born in the US. Following my lecture on bullying 
in one of the local Islamic centers, a little 9 year girl old 
told me that after the massacre in Orlando night club in 
2016, her best friend told her that her mother prohibited 
her to be a friend with Pakistani girls and that she should 
“go back home”, even though she was born here and has 
not made any trips out of the country trip since she was 
born.
Muslim youth feel alienated and Muslim girls’ experiences 
difficulty in blending with the rest of the community. 
Wearing of Hijab also became an invitation for curiosity, 
inquiries, and sometimes physical or verbal assaults from 
other students. Muslim youths are careful when talking 
about their religion due to the negative perception. There 
is a rise in bullying incidents affecting Muslim students all 
over the country. Many students also reported discrimina-
tion from the teachers.
Often Muslim youth are called extremist when they 
decline to eat pork, drink alcohol or participate in danc-
ing and parties. Some are even labeled as uncivilized and 
rejected by their peers.
Young people are often confronted with questions about 
terrorism, ISIS, Sunni/ Shia Islam or what’s happening in 
Iraq or Syria and why Muslim are killing Muslims. They 
often regard Muslim youths and Muslims in general as be-

ing violent and dangerous. 
PEER PRESSURE ON MUSLIM YOUTH. During ado-
lescence, peer pressure can make Muslims deviate from 
their values and beliefs. Alcohol, drug use and sexual 
promiscuity is increasing among Muslim youth. Some 
participate in school dances and dating to feel a sense of 
belonging and other students attempt to protect them-
selves by isolating themselves from the society. In social 
media networks, pornographic materials and nudity are 
frequently displayed.
Intra and inter-faith marriages. Young Muslims often 
question their parents’ insistence that they marry within 
their cultural and ethnic group even though the Muslim 
faith allows one to marry a Muslim or Muslima of a differ-
ent ethnic and cultural group. Men are allowed to marry 
non-Muslim women but women are prohibited from 
doing so. Many Muslim girls are now raising the question 
about this ruling and the rationale behind this. 
Changing attitude. In the 70s and 80s “the evils of West-
ern cultural elements” such as the celebration of birth-
days, Halloween and prom night was voiced by Imams but 
are now being encouraged by youth in the mainstream 
Muslim organizations in America. Before 9/11, Muslim 
leaders explicitly urged their people to avoid assimilat-
ing into the American mainstream and to withdraw into 
Islamic community centers and Islamic schools and col-
leges. Since 9/11, Muslim leaders have shown a willing-
ness to adapt to America. They have attempted to adapt to 
the realities of American life and have been reconstruct-
ing a version of Islam that conforms to the American 
values as long as is not too deviated.  
Muslim-Americans are now reassured that it is permis-
sible, even desirable, to have non-Muslim friends and 
it is okay to attend business lunches with non-Muslim 
colleagues where alcoholic drinks are served as long as 
Muslims do not drink.
Since the beginning of this century, all Muslim Scholars 
and Imams are not only permitting but encouraging Mus-
lims to get involved in civic and political affairs. Now it is 
a common occurrence to see scores of political candidates 
in mosques during the election period and many Muslim 
candidates are running for political offices in local, state 
and national positions.
Rituals vs. behavioral and civic responsibilities. Islam is an 
active religion and Muslims believe that they are required 
to have strong faith and are accountable for their behavior 
and civic responsibilities. However many Imams focus 
only on strong beliefs and the importance of rituals while 
ignoring the behavioral responsibilities and the aspect 
of civic and political actions. A lack of authentic Islamic 
education still remains a great challenge to many Muslim 
youths. Radicalization. Theological differences between 
Shia, Sunni and other sects were exaggerated by religious 
leaders and power hungry politicians that resulted in 
severe fights and bloodshed. It is shame to say that Islam 
promotes the peace but the followers of Islam are behav-
ing exactly the opposite of what Islam stands for. Today 
more Muslims are killed by Muslims in many Muslim 
majority countries. Muslim youth are vulnerable and eas-
ily influenced by parents and religious leaders. Sectarian 
division has become a source of subconscious beliefs that 
promote hatred and anger towards the “others” in the 
community and become a source of extremist ideologies. 
When young people see any type of violence that is being 
glorified rather than condemned by religious scholars or 
family members, they become prone to become radical. 
It is believed that sectarian violence is predominantly 
affecting the Muslim majority countries but in reality 
it is influencing the Muslim youth all over the world. 
The number of Muslim youth joining ISIS from the UK, 
Australia and USA to fight Shias is a clear evidence of 
this spread of radicalization. Muslim leaders must unite 
and put an end to the sectarian violence which has been 
dividing us for centuries, and spreading terrorism all over 
the world.
Role of parents. It is the parents’ job to ensure that their 
children are well-adjusted in the school and society. They 

should discuss openly all 
questions that their children 
are confronted with and reach 
out to the scholars to provide 
good guidance when needed. 
They can also volunteer at the schools and participate in 
school activities, make presentations to teachers and stu-
dents on ISLAM and correct the misinformation. This will 
have a positive influence on Muslim children in school.
Parents and family values, not media or peers, are still the 
strongest influence on your child. Teach your child that 
good sportsmanship starts with small gestures, like shak-
ing hands with their opponent
What it is Like to Be Young and Muslim in America. For 
Muslim immigrants, adjusting to American society can 
be a huge challenge. There are misconceptions which are 
creating the links between Islam and terrorism that don’t 
exist. Whenever a Muslim does something like that, it’s all 
over the media, identifying the perpetrator as a Muslim 
terrorist.  But if a Westerner does the same thing, they 
are not called a Christian terrorist, rather regarded as 
mentally ill. 
The American Muslim Youth are courageous in facing 
constant challenges and adverse conditions. Fortunately 
Muslim Youth in US are strong, self-confident, perform 
well academically and are committed to keep the Muslim 
identity and survive in this country. They have to chal-
lenge the misperception about Muslims as terrorists, 
culturally backwards and anti-Western. Muslim women 
also need to change the misperception that they are op-
pressed, submissive, and uneducated. By showing positive 
attitude, behavior and self-confidence, they will overcome 
the negative perception and will be able to cope with 
the challenges. We are fortunate to live in a country that 
is culturally and religiously the most diverse on earth. 
We enjoy freedom of speech and have the freedom to 
practice our religion and cultural traditions without fear 
of persecution. We are also free to pursue our ambitions 
and dreams. In spite of its short comings this is a great 
country which gives our youth the opportunity to actual-
ize their dreams.

About Author
Dr Ahmed is the founding Chairman Emeritus of MCC 
for Human services. He can be reached at mbahmed05@
yahoo.com
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Medical Beds, wheel Chairs and 
other equipment loaned FREE to 
underprivileged people in 
Hyderabad, India
You use it until you are free of illness
Contact: 
Mr. Ateeq 995 120 7710 (Hyd)
Mr. Azeem: WA# 00 1219 588 1538

Offers
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100 YEARS AGO THE BOY KING’S TOMB WAS DISCOVERED. THIS SUMMER, CELEBRATE 
THE ANNIVERSARY BY VENTURING INTO THE VALLEY OF THE KINGS AT IMMERSIVE 
KING TUT!

THE GROUND-BREAKING IMMERSIVE KING TUT EXPERIENCE TAKES YOU ON A MYTH-
ICAL JOURNEY THROUGH THE EGYPTIAN AFTERLIFE! AS PHARAOH, TUTANKHAMUN 
IS THE SUN OF HIS NATION. IN THIS IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE, YOU WILL FOLLOW HIM 
ON HIS JOURNEY THROUGH THE UNDERWORLD – WILL HE TRIUMPH AND BRING HIS 
PEOPLE ETERNAL LIGHT AND PROSPERITY?

IMMERSE YOURSELF! EXPERIENCE ANCIENT EGYPT LIKE NEVER BEFORE!

UNRAVEL THE MYTHS AND LEGENDS AT IMMERSIVE KING TUT!
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IFTEKHAR SHAREEF PAGE

Wedding reception of Azhar Shareef S/O Iftekhar & Ghazala Shareef in Shamshabad last month, seen in pics is Azfar Shareef, Ashfaq Sharief Moham-
med Azharuddin former India’s cricket captain, Syed Noor, Shabbir Ali former Minister, Farooq Hussain MLC, Zulfikhar Ali former Mayor , other 
ministers , senior politicians from all parties .

Top 1. Seen in pic with me is Mehmood Ali Sahab Home minister , Govt of Telangana & Mohammed Asaduddin Cricketer 2. Seen in pic is Pasha 
Quadri MLA , Hyderabad, TS 3. Seen in pic is Shri Kishan Reddy union minister of Tourism, Govt of India

Seen in pic with me is Arif Mohammed Governor of 
Kerala at Shamshabad

Editor of Asia Times Azeem Abdul Qadeer being honoured at my residence in Shamsabad
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Clicks of Mumtaz Ali Khan’s daughter’s wedding 
reception in Hyderabad

Grand Marriage Ceremony Daughter of Mr.Alhaj Mumtaz Ali Akram Director Hitech International Company Ltd. Jubail Saudi Arabia with Mr.Uzair 
Ahmed Son of Mr.Navid Ahmed, Nikah Held at After Namaz-e-Zohar, Jama Masjid Darulshifa, Reception & Dinner Held at King’s Palace, Pillar 
No.67, Guddimalkapur, Mehdipatnam, Hyderabad.-IQNEWS
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CHARMINAR CONNECTION
FOUNDED BY MIRZA PERVAIZ BAIG
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DAANA
Celebrates biennial Global Reunion Event

Deccan Alumni Association of North Amer-
ica (DAANA) celebrated its biennial Global 
Reunion Event at the Rosen Centre Hotel, 
Orlando, Florida from July 21-24,2022.

The event had several programs including 
an 8 Credit hour CME (AMA PRA Category 
1), annual business meeting, Gala dinner, 
featured events like Financial Investment 
Planning seminar, Ladies Social event, Youth 
event and many more social and networking 
events.

The event was attended by more than 150 
physicians with their families.

The event’s theme was “Celebrating Health-
care Heroes” honoring the sacrifices, dedica-
tion, and hard work of our frontline mem-
bers over the last two years in the face of a 
global pandemic.

The event had special invited guests includ-
ing the Consul General of India Dr.Swati 
Kulkarni, Senator Gazala Hashmi from 
Virginia, Senator Mujtaba Mohammed from 
North Carolina, Dr Prathiba Varkey (Presi-
dent of the Mayo Clinic Health System), 
Mr Sam Pitroda (Inventor, Entrepreneur, 
philanthropist), Dr Raghib Ali (Consultant 
in Acute Medicine, Oxford University Hos-
pital), Dr Zach Zacharia (Chairman of the 
Florida Board of Medicine)and Dr Shabbir 
Amanullah (President of the Canadian Acad-
emy of Geriatric Psychiatry).

It was a joyous gathering of Alumni from 
across the world who were able to meet 
after a difficult 2.5 long years in the face of a 
global Pandemic.
It was a celebration of the brave men and 
women who have fought at the front lines 
during this pandemic and continue to do so 
every day.

Siasat News

The Musi River was the cause of frequent flood devastation in Hyderabad city until the early decades of the 20th century. On 28 September 1908, Hy-
derabad was flooded, which included 17 inches of rain in one day, killing around 15,000 people.

The modern era of the development of the twin cities began soon after these floods in 1908. This necessitated planned phased development.

Abdallah Ahmed Bin Mahfooz submitted his report on 1 October 1909, with recommendations on preventing a recurrence of floods and improving 
civic amenities. However, there are conflicting reports that Sir M. Visvesvaraya was engaged by the erstwhile Nizam to help design the drainage system 
and prevent floods. Nizam VII constituted a City Improve Trust in 1912. He built a flood control system on the river. A dam was built in 1920 across 
the river, ten miles (16 km) upstream from the city called Osman Sagar. In 1927 another reservoir was built on Esi (a tributary of Muchukunda or 
Musi) and named Himayat Sagar. These lakes prevented the flooding of the River Musi and are major drinking water sources for Hyderabad city.

Zahyr Siddiqi from Social Media



AUGUST 2022                                                  PAGE 15

 
                        IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 P
A

G
E

S
  

         
IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 P
A

G
E

S

India Independence Day
“At the stroke of the midnight hour, when 
the world sleeps, India will awake to life 
and freedom. A moment comes, which 

comes but rarely in history, when we step 
out from the old to the new...India discov-
ers herself again.” - Jawaharlal Nehru

After more than two hundred years of 
British rule, India finally won back its 
freedom on 15th August, 1947. All the 

patriotic hearts rejoiced at seeing India 
becoming a sovereign nation and the 
triumph of hundreds and thousands of 

martyred souls. It was a birth of a new 
nation and a new beginning. The only fact 
that marred the happiness of the fruits by 
the blood of martyrs was the fact that the 
country was divided into India and Paki-
stan and the violent communal riots took 
away a number of lives. It was on the eve 

of 15th of August, 1947 that 
India tricolor flag was un-
furled by Jawaharlal Nehru, 
the first Prime Minister of 
India, on the ramparts the 
Red Fort, Delhi.

History
In 1947, after the World War 
II, Britain could see that 
it no longer could hold its 
power over India. It was be-
coming increasingly difficult 
and Indian freedom fighters 
were in no mood to give up. 
With the international sup-
port also coming to an end, 
Britain decided to relive India from their 
power but not before June 1948. However, 
the impending independence more so 
enhanced the violence between Hindus 
and Muslims in the provinces of Punjab 
and Bengal. The communal violence grew 
so large that it became impossible for 
new viceroy Lord Mountbatten to control 
it and as such, he advanced the date for 
the transfer of power, allowing less than 
six months for a mutually agreed plan 
for independence. Thus, India gained its 
independence on August 15, 1947 but 
not without paying a heavy price. Parti-
tion was done and a separate state for the 
Muslims was formed, with Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah being sworn in as Pakistan’s 

first Governor Gen-
eral in Karachi. On the 
midnight of August 15, 
1947 India was sworn 
in as an independent 
country with Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru as 
the prime minister and 
viceroy then as Lord 
Mountbatten. The 
official ceremony took 
place in Delhi. Great 
leaders and freedom 
fighters like Mahatma 
Gandhi, Abul Kalam 
Azad Jinnah, B. R. 
Ambedkar and Master 
Tara Singh are few of 
the many to whom 
India owes its freedom. 

Celebrations
The day is celebrated 
to commemorate the 
birth of the world’s 
biggest democracy 
as a national holiday. 
All the schools and 

colleges across nation hoist the national 
flag on the rooftops and the buildings to 
symbolize the stature of the national flag 
as nation’s pride. Not only the educational 
institutions but also offices and business 
areas celebrate this day. Since it is declared 
a national holiday by the government of 
India, all the institutions, government 
or otherwise, have holiday. People only 
go to offices to attend the flag hoisting 
ceremony. The Prime Minister addresses 
the Nation after the flag has been unfurled 
recounting the country’s achievements of 
the year, discussing current major issues 
and future plans for the progress of the 
country. Kite-flying has also become a tra-
dition on this day and people can be seen 
flying numerous kites of all colors, sizes 
and shapes symbolizing the freedom.

Independence Day is celebrated through-
out India and every corner of the country 
on 15th August every year. Independence 
Day is celebrated by every citizen of India 
irrespective of caste, creed and religion. It 
is amazing to see how apart from the nor-
mal government offices and educational 
institutions the day is celebrated even in 
small colonies and associations. There are 
costume parties and people, old or young, 
men or women, dress up in a nationalistic 
way. There are many documentaries aired 
and grave of martyrs are paid respect. 
Every citizen does something or the other 
to mark this day of freedom. Media is 
not far behind as most of the channels 
telecast latest or classic films based on 
the independence theme. Also, there are 
patriotic programs that are organized and 
broadcasted. In short, every person in the 
country revels in the nationalistic pride.
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Pakistan’s Independence Day, 
which is annually held on August 
14, celebrates the country’s indepen-
dence from the British rule on that 
date in 1947. This day is an occasion 
to promote patriotism and national 
unity.

Many people dress in or use the 
colors green and white, which are 
Pakistan’s official colors, during 
Pakistan’s Independence Day. ©iS-
tockphoto.com/duncan1890

What Do People Do?
People all over Pakistan celebrate 

Independence Day with patriotic 
zest. Many people who attend the 
Independence Day parades dress up 
in green and white, which are the 
Pakistani flag’s colors. People visit 
national monuments and places of 
national significance to celebrate In-
dependence Day. This is also a time 
to meet relatives, exchange gifts and 
visit recreational spots.

Pakistan’s national flag is hoisted 
on public, private buildings, resi-
dences and monuments at dawn. 
Official buildings, including Parlia-
ment House, are decorated and col-
orfully lit. The prime minister and 
president address and congratulate 
the nation and talk about the day’s 
significance. Streets and houses are 
decorated with candles, oil lamps 
and pennants. Firework shows are 
put together on the eve of Indepen-

dence Day.
Pakistan’s Independence Day also 

pays homage to people who devoted 
their lives for Pakistan’s freedom 
movement and made sacrifices to 
attain Pakistan’s independence. A 
change of guard takes place at na-
tional monuments, including the 
mausoleums of Muhammad Iqbal, 
who was a poet, philosopher, and 
politician, and Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah, who is considered by many 
as Pakistan’s founder and Quaid-i-

Azam (supreme leader).  

Events held during the day include 
special theatre shows, national song 
competitions, concerts, and Inde-
pendence Day pageants. Radio and 
television stations broadcast na-
tional songs and specially prepared 
Independence Day programs.

Public Life
Independence Day is an official 

holiday in Pakistan on August 14. 
All governmental, non-governmen-
tal offices, organizations, educa-
tional institutions, post offices, and 
major markets are closed.

Public transport remains unavail-
able on all major routes. Traffic con-
gestion is common due to Indepen-
dence Day parades.

Background
The Indo-Pak subcontinent re-

mained a British colony from 1849–

1947. The subcontinent’s inhabitants 
did not approve of the British rule in 
united India. An uprising that oc-
curred in 1857 eventually formed 
the shape of a freedom movement, 
which exemplifies the efforts of the 
people of British India in gaining 
their independence.

Muslims ruled the subcontinent 
before the British incursion and 
suffered due to the 1857 upris-
ing against the British East India 
Company. Leaders such as Sir Syed 
Ahmed Khan and Syed Ameer Ali 
worked dili-
gently for the 
Muslim peo-
ple’s political 
advancement.

The Indian 
N a t i o n a l 
Congress was 
formed in 
1885, which 
later on be-

came British India’s largest political 
party. Major Muslim political lead-
ers, including Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah, were members of the Indian 
National Congress and worked to-
wards Hindu-Muslim unity and In-
dia’s independence.

The All India Muslim League was 
founded on December 30, 1906. 
There was growing demand for an 
independent Muslim state in In-
dia. In 1930 Muhammad Iqbal pre-
sented the idea of a separate Mus-
lim state that would geographically 
consist of the Muslim majority areas 
in the subcontinent. The word Paki-
stan is a conjunction of two words 
Pak meaning Pure and Stan mean-
ing Land, a name coined by Choud-
hary Rahmat Ali.

Strong Hindu nationalism gave 
birth to the Two Nation Theory, an 
ideology that is accredited as being 
the basis for Pakistan’s creation. In 
1940 the Pakistan Resolution was 
passed in Lahore demanding greater 
Muslim autonomy in British India.

After World War II, it was expected 
that the British colonies would soon 
disintegrate. The Pakistan Move-
ment, spearheaded by Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah, resulted in creating a 
Muslim state. Pakistan gained inde-
pendence from the British rule on 
August 14, 1947. At its birth, Paki-
stan had two parts commonly re-
ferred to as East and West Pakistan. 
In 1971 East Pakistan parted from 
West Pakistan and became Bangla-
desh.

Pakistan 
Independence Day
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Sheila Dikshit: Last empress of Delhi who loved the city like a teenager
Contesting the Lok Sabha election this 
year at 81, Sheila Dikshit said she was 
fighting to save Delhi, a city she was 
passionate about like teenage love
She was fighting for revival of the Con-
gress in Delhi. Today, Sheila Dikshit is 
no more.

Born as Sheila Kapoor in Punjab in a 
family of an Army officer, she made her 
debut in politics from Uttar Pradesh 
but identified herself primarily with 
Delhi. Contesting the Lok Sabha elec-
tion this year at 81, Sheila Dikshit said 
she was fighting to save Delhi, a city 
she was passionate about like teenage 
love.

In her teens, Sheila Dikshit went to the 
Convent of Jesus and Mary School in 
New Delhi. Once she recounted that 
she and her friends would ride bicycles 
on the Akbar Road in the heart of the 
city and count the passing cars, which 
were only a few in numbers back then.

By the time she finished her third 
tenure as the Delhi chief minister, the 
national capital needed more than 150 
flyovers to accommodate vehicles ply-
ing on its roads. Most of these flyovers 
came up during her tenure.
Delhi University brought a distinct 
change in Sheila Dikshit’s life and 
made her a sort of activist. Her activ-
ism saw her become the chairperson of 
the Young Women’s Association in the 
early 1970s. She was the force behind 
setting up two hostels for working 
women in Delhi. This was quite an 
achievement in those days.

Her fight for women’s cause impressed 
former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 
who spotted her talent during one of 
the meetings with Uma Shankar Dik-
shit, a minister in her cabinet and the 
father-in-law of Sheila Dikshit. Indira 
Gandhi sent Sheila Dikshit on a UN 
delegation in early 1984. She went on to 
represent India at the United Nations 

Commission on Status of Women for 
five years till 1989.

But Sheila Dikshit’s activism did not 
only bring glory to her. It also landed 
her in trouble. In 1990, Sheila Dikshit 
led, what she called, a people’s move-
ment to raise voice against atrocities 
on women, particularly Dalits in Uttar 
Pradesh.

The agitation was so powerful that the 
Mulayam Singh Yadav government 
put Sheila Dikshit and dozens of her 
supporters in jail. She was released after 
three weeks
But the Delhi University did not only 
initiate her into politics. It was here she 
met her future husband, Vinod Dikshit, 
the son of Uma Shankar Dikshit. In 
one of her interviews, Sheila Dikshit 
had shared that she found her history 
lectures at Miranda House boring. To 
avoid boredom, Sheila Dikshit would 
play noughts and crosses - a game 
that kids of later generations played in 
schools - with Vinod.

The friendship kicked off and soon 
they would be taking a bus ride to 
Connaught Place to watch movies and 
eat burgers. They tied the nuptial knot 
in 1962. Marriage introduced her to 
serious politics. Vinod was a bureau-
crat not greatly interested in politics. 
The mantle passed from Uma Shankar 
Dikshit to Sheila Dikshit.

She contested her first election in 1984 
from Kannauj. Sheila Dikshit became 
a minister of state in the Rajiv Gan-
dhi government. Rajiv Gandhi was so 
impressed with Sheila Dikshit that he 
made her an MoS in the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office - in addition to the parlia-
mentary affairs ministry - in the second 
half of his tenure.

Sheila Dikshit became the chief minis-
ter of Delhi in 1998. The Congress’s vic-
tory in Delhi was credited to the onion 

that year. Ear-
lier, the BJP had 
swept all seven 
parliamentary 
seats in the Lok 
Sabha election. 
Sheila Dikshit 
had lost to BJP’s 
Lal Bihari Tiwari, 
a three-time 
parliamentar-
ian But the Delhi 
University did not 
only initiate her 
into politics. It 
was here she met her future husband, 
Vinod Dikshit, the son of Uma Shankar 
Dikshit. In one of her interviews, Sheila 
Dikshit had shared that she found her 
history lectures at Miranda House bor-
ing. To avoid boredom, Sheila Dikshit 
would play noughts and crosses - a 
game that kids of later generations 
played in schools - with Vinod.

The friendship kicked off and soon 
they would be taking a bus ride to 
Connaught Place to watch movies and 
eat burgers. They tied the nuptial knot 
in 1962. Marriage introduced her to 
serious politics. Vinod was a bureau-
crat not greatly interested in politics. 
The mantle passed from Uma Shankar 
Dikshit to Sheila Dikshit.

She contested her first election in 1984 
from Kannauj. Sheila Dikshit became 
a minister of state in the Rajiv Gan-
dhi government. Rajiv Gandhi was so 
impressed with Sheila Dikshit that he 
made her an MoS in the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office - in addition to the parlia-
mentary affairs ministry - in the second 
half of his tenure.

Sheila Dikshit became the chief minis-
ter of Delhi in 1998. The Congress’s vic-
tory in Delhi was credited to the onion 
that year. Earlier, the BJP had swept all 
seven parliamentary seats in the Lok 
Sabha election. Sheila Dikshit had lost 

to BJP’s Lal Bihari Tiwari, a three-time 
parliamentarian
The Kejriwal government is in the last 
year of its term and no case was filed 
against Sheila Dikshit for corruption. 
The electricity rates were among the 
lowest in Delhi during her tenure. 
Delhi continues to remain as unsafe as 
ever.

The political astuteness of Sheila 
Dikshit could be gauged by compar-
ing Arvind Kejriwal’s relation with the 
central government with her dealing 
with the power that be. Sheila Dikshit’s 
first six years as Delhi chief minister 
dealt with a BJP-led government at 
the Centre. She did not resort to any 
dharna politics that Kejriwal did yet 
she succeeded in getting the Delhi 
metro project carried through, flyovers 
made, illegal encroachments removed 
to a great extent and effect a facelift of 
Delhi.

Last year she wrote an autobiography, 
Citizen Delhi: My Times, My Life.

Sheila Dikshit would be remembered 
as the last empress of Delhi. The first 
one was Razia Sultan, whom she envied 
saying, in one interview, the medieval 
empress “did not have to contest the 
election” to prove her worth.

Real-life Lion King
A photographer was lucky enough 
to capture a real-life version of the 
Lion King on camera — as he spot-
ted this Mufasa look-alike snoozing 
on a familiar-looking rock.

Will Burrard-Lucas was photo-
graphing wildlife in the Kidepo 
Valley National Park, a remote re-
serve in the north of Uganda, when 
he stumbled across the scene.

Burrard-Lucas had been trying to 
photograph a well-known domi-
nant male lion, known by rangers 

as Spartacus, and when he man-
aged to capture Spartacus, he wasn’t 
disappointed.

Burrard-Lucas said: “It was late in 
the afternoon, and the light was 
beautiful, but he was in long grass 
and I couldn’t get a clear shot. Over 
to my right was a beautiful kopje, 
which is a small hill, and I thought 
it would be an incredible shot if he 
sat on top of it.

“Well, he must have heard my 
thoughts because the next thing 

I knew, he was up and heading in 
that direction.” (Cater News) A lion 
in Kidepo Valley National Park in 
Uganda. 
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Pakistan lost an icon, Abdul Sattar Edhi, 
Edhi’s services for Pakistan shall be long 
remembered and he joins the ranks of 
other great South Asian icons, includ-
ing the late social scientist Dr. Akhter 
Hameed Khan. This piece highlights the 
contributions of Mr. Edhi and Dr. Khan, 
who shared many similarities and were 
recognized around the world for their 
social service.
 
Like Mother Teresa, Edhi and Dr. Khan 
were both respected and legendary hu-
manitarians who spent their lives help-
ing the underprivileged. The two men 
shared much in common. Both were born 
in British India, Edhi in 1928 in Bantva 
(Gujarat) and Dr. Khan in 1914 in Agra 
(United Provinces, now Uttar Pradesh). 
Edhi arrived in Pakistan in 1947 and Dr. 
Khan in 1950. Motivated to help their 
fellow citizens, Edhi opened his first clinic 
in 1951. Meanwhile, in 1950, Dr. Khan 
established The Comilla Cooperative 
Karkhana in Comilla (a poverty stricken 
area in East Pakistan [now Bangladesh]). 
Later, in 1957, Edhi launched the Edhi 
Foundation (EF). Dr. Khan founded his 
Pakistan (Bangladesh) Academy for Rural 
Development in 1959 and later the Orangi 
Pilot Project (OPP).
 
EF and OPP often filled gaps in services 
that the state had either ignored or failed 
to provide for the people. For example, EF 

currently runs a wide range of services and 
facilities, including ambulances, morgues, 
graveyards, hospitals, educational services, 
marriage bureaus, orphanages, centers for 
the abandoned, bread plants and more. 
Meanwhile, Dr. Khan’s OPP focused on 
healthcare, sanitation, housing, microfi-
nance, education, research and training, 
rural development, etc. Millions benefit 
from Edhi and Dr. Khan’s services and 
their respective organizations have re-
ceived world recognition for their contri-
butions.
 
Along with their professional similarities, 
both men had a lot in common person-
ally as well. They were known as honest 
and humble individuals who provided a 
beacon of hope for Pakistan. They led a 
simple lifestyle, despite having resources 
and contacts at high-levels. Both were 
non-sectarian and non-communal and 
believed in serving all members of their 
communities across faiths.
 
Despite their noble missions and nature, 
the two men faced adversity and threats 
at times. Edhi received threats from the 
Taliban, who declared him an infidel for 
his love for people of all faiths. Meanwhile, 
Dr. Khan was accused of blasphemy and 
court cases were filed to have him con-
victed (Pakistan’s blasphemy laws carry a 
potential death sentence); posters ap-
peared denouncing Dr. Khan and some 

demanded that he be hanged.
 
In honor of their services, both Edhi and 
Dr. Khan have been nominated for the 
Nobel Peace Prize. And both received 
many prestigious awards, including the 
Ramon Magsaysay Award (considered 
to be the Nobel Prize of Asia) and the 
Nishan-e-Imtiaz (Edhi’s award was re-
cently announced), the highest civil award 
in Pakistan. Pakistan’s Beach Avenue has 
been renamed after Abdul Sattar Edhi, 
while the Akhter Hameed Khan Re-
source Center and Akhtar Hameed Khan 
National Centre for Rural Development 
have been named after Dr. Khan. Separate 
books have also been published on both 
men by a well-known Pakistani publisher 
under its The Azeem Pakistani (Great 
Pakistanis) series; the series highlights the 
achievements of renowned Pakistanis in 
various fields in order to inspire people, 
particularly the younger generation.
 
These men served their country for 
decades and dedicated themselves to the 
cause of the nation. Dr. Khan died on 
October 09, 1999 and Edhi passed away 
on July 8th, 2016. Their deaths were widely 

mourned. Dr. Khan was buried in the 
compound of the Orangi Pilot Project 
and Edhi in the Edhi Village. These two 
individuals earned the respect of both the 
East and West for their services to the hu-
manity. Their exemplary lives are a source 
of inspiration not only for Pakistanis, but 
the entire world. Their selfless services and 
commitment to the human spirit shall live 
on forever in the hearts of people.
 
Nasim Yousaf is a researcher based in 
the USA. He has written 15 books and 
digitized files of rare documents related to 
South Asian history. His articles have been 
published in many countries around the 
world and in peer-reviewed publications 
in the US (Harvard Asia Quarterly, World 
History Encyclopedia, and Education 
About Asia).  
 
© Nasim Yousaf 2016

Abdul Sattar Edhi & Dr. Akhter Hameed Khan:
Two Icons of Pakistan

 
By Nasim Yousaf

Chicago’s Janab Hasan Chishti with Marhoom Ablul Sattar Edhi

I loved being in space with people who understand that our commu-
nities can’t wait any longer for meaningful change. Amo Bernie went 
off on corporate greed and refueled our movement. It was a wonder-
ful night. 
Thank you to all who came out to support us.
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Hyderabad the city of romance 
by M. A. Waheed

During my college days in Hyderabad 
Deccan,  as the sun began its descent in 
slow motion, red in color, large enough 
to dwarf one’s slim height many  roman-
tic nomads lay on the grass of the white 
Naubhat Pahad or the black Kala Pahad 
built by Aurangazeb to announce his 
victory of the stubborn Golkonda fort.  
As the sun caressed  the banks of Hus-
sain Sagar dam, lovers escaped in their 
world of fantasy and darkness, oblivious 
of tomorrows cruelty and the day-after’s 
uncertainty. Today, there is no Naubhat 
Pahad nor is there a Kala Pahad but may 
be the romantic episodes of couples torn 
apart are still buried in the hills of these 
“pahads” in the hope of surging from the 
ashes of sublime love that was sacrificed  at 
the altar of societal demons. But the young 
Quli Qutab Shah stricken by his undimin-
ishing love for a dancing girl, Bhagyal-
akshmi married her against stormy odds 
and on her conversion named her Hyder 
Mahal which led to the city of Golkonda 
being renamed “Hyderabad”.

This is a city that bisects history and tri-
sects her future at the same time. Its past, 
present and future collide, collaborate and 
commemorate in nano-seconds. You can 
fall in love with the veiled Rebecca at the 
Salar Jung Museum before lunch and then 
fall in love again with the unveiled Sania 

Mirza after lunch. Known to laze and 
weave stories in an unpredictable Qadir-
like spin a typical Hyderabadi  lives in the 
past and dreams of a future ignoring the 
present.

To compose this article, I dug into the 
labyrinths of my own collection of books 
and did recover a beautiful and well print-
ed copy titled, “Hyderabad”. As typical of 
Hyderabadis, I was just carrying the book 
on the back-seat of my car till one day to 
my surprise, while I was giving a ride to 
my seven-year old grandson sitting at the 
back was completely lost in the grandeur 
of the mosques, mandirs  and mausoleums 
of Hyderabad. It was never possible to see 
this little monster called “Taamir” delve 
into a book with such intimacy. Watch-
ing him through my rear-view mirror and 
praying for his future-outlook, I was de-
lighted that my American born grandson 
is engrossed, enveloped and enticed by the 
photographs of the city of my birth. When 
I told him that his Nana, Nani, Mom and 
an aunt were born in that city his interest 
piqued…….pointing to a pretty princess 
decked in gold, he asked me if that was his 
mother?  I pray he visits Hyderabad one 
day draped in my stories,  and enjoys the 
gullies  and chabrootras where his Nana 
walked with a swagger, ran like a cheetah 
and lived like a lion. And I hope he will 

carry his American Express card because 
his DNA will attract the unpaid-creditors, 
his Nana left behind.

Urdu was born here. And so was the ro-
mance with words, wisdom and warmth. 
You can walk with the haunting soors of 
Bade Ghulam Ali or hum the melodious 
tunes of Makhdoom……..ek chameli ke 
mandve  tale……do badan pyar ki aag 
mein jal gaye. The Sufi Saints are promi-
nent with their graveyards and their lega-
cies. With shamlaas and Warisi qawallis 
one is reminded of the era that dominated 
dil, darya and dargahs. Thepenniless- faqir 
at the chowrastha is all smiles with a shirt-
less back and a Panasonic cellphone whis-
pering to the winds that he is rich at heart 
because he hails from a city that allegedly 
gifted (or was it grabbed) the Queen of 
England a Kohinoor diamond that adorns 
her crown. Many children owe their physi-
cal rehabilitation to the beautiful-Turkish- 
Niloufer who donated her “meher” for the 
construction of a hospital and departed 
from Hyderabad earning duas from in-
numerable young ones…….amongst them 
my own youngest brother who eventually 
became a “Hafiz”.

One can nose-dive into statistics and 
demonstrate why a Bill Gates or a Bill 
Clinton or even a George Bush paid visits 

to the pilgrim center of “keyboards and 
chips” but the richness of Hyderabad lies 
in the hearts of ordinary folks unscathed 
by technology, unfazed by the malls and 
untouched by hypocrisy. Just like my 
Nani-maa whose gut-wrenching evalu-
ation of a spade was always a spade……
regardless.

M.A Waheed is a freelance journalist 
based in Upstate NY and can be reached at 
waheed48@yahoo.com.
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Islam in the U.S. has a long, rich history, 
but fears of terrorism complicate the fu-
ture. Here’s everything you need to know:

How many Americans are Muslims?
The Pew Research Center estimates that 
3.3 million Muslims live in the U.S., which 
makes Islam the nation’s third-largest faith, 
behind Christianity and Judaism. It’s a di-
verse population primarily divided among 
African-Americans, South Asians, and 
Arabs, and a well-educated one: About 40 
percent of U.S. Muslims hold college de-
grees, as opposed to 29 percent of Ameri-
cans overall. Though Muslims represent 1 
percent of the population, they account for 
10 percent of the nation’s physicians, and 
have included such distinguished figures 
as boxer Muhammad Ali, urban architect 
Fazlur Khan, and cardiothoracic surgeon 
and TV personality Mehmet Oz. But since 
the Sept. 11 attacks, American Muslims 
have been widely viewed with suspicion, 
which has intensified with the rise of ISIS 
and terrorist attacks in San Bernardino, 
Orlando, and Europe. American Muslims 
resent being blamed for the horrific acts 
of a few extremists. “Muslims are not the 
Other,” says Purdue University professor 
Su’ad Abdul Khabeer. “We’re Americans 
whose history begins with the history of 
the country.”

When did Islam first come to America?
The earliest known Muslim to appear on 
the continent was a Moroccan slave, Este-
vanico, who was shipwrecked with Span-
iards off present-day Galveston, Texas, in 
1528 and helped explore the American 
Southwest. As many as 30 percent of 
Africans enslaved in the U.S. were Muslim. 
In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
Muslim immigrants arrived from Turkey, 

Syria, and Lebanon, largely settling in the 
Midwest; later waves came from Bosnia, 
Albania, and other parts of Europe. In the 
1960s, the Muslim population began to 
swell as the government lifted immigration 
quotas and many African-Americans be-
gan converting to Islam. Muslim immigra-
tion surged at century’s end — 45 percent 
of today’s Muslim-Americans arrived after 
1990; between 1994 and 2011 the number 
of U.S. mosques more than doubled, from 
962 to 2,106.

How well have Muslims fit in?
A 2011 Pew survey found them “highly 
assimilated into American society and 
largely content with their lives.” More 
than 80 percent of U.S. Muslims expressed 
satisfaction with life in America, and 63 
percent said they felt no conflict “be-
tween being a devout Muslim and living 
in a modern society.” About 70 percent 
of Muslim immigrants go on to become 
U.S. citizens, compared with 50 percent of 
other groups, and almost 6,000 Muslims 
serve in the U.S. armed forces. Most of 
the tips about radicalized Muslims in the 
U.S. come from the Muslim community 
itself, the FBI says. On the whole, says Pew 
researcher Besheer Mohamed, Muslims 
have made “a pretty significant embrace of 
American culture.”

Still, isn’t radicalization a concern?
Yes, especially in the internet age. ISIS and 
other terrorist groups have become skilled 
at using social media and videos to lure 
young men who are “kind of living on the 
edge,” says Andy Arena, former director 
of the FBI’s Detroit office. Particularly ripe 
for recruitment are children of immi-
grants, such as Boston Marathon bombers 
Tamerlan and Dzhokhar Tsarnaev; San 

Bernardino killer Syed Rizwan Farook; 
and Orlando shooter Omar Mateen. 
These second-generation Americans are 
sometimes confused about their cultural 
identity — “anchored neither in the old 
or in the new,” says former CIA Director 
Michael Hayden. They may find resolution 
of that conflict in intense religious devo-
tion — which today can be drawn from 
extremist sources online.

How extensive is the problem?
Law enforcement sources estimate that 
250 Americans have tried to join ISIS. 
That’s far fewer than the thousands who 
flocked to Syria and Iraq from European 
nations with large, poorly assimilated 
Muslim communities, which make for 
prime recruiting targets. One major dif-
ference is that American Muslims are 
relatively prosperous. But there is one 
poor community of Muslims in the U.S. 
— the Minneapolis neighborhood dubbed 
“Little Mogadishu,” home to the nation’s 
largest Somali community. One-quarter 
of American ISIS recruits have come 
from this community. Terror recruiters 
tell potential members, “We have for you 
money, wife, and power,” says Mohamed 
Mohamud, director of Minnesota’s Somali 
American Parents Association. “A young 
kid who doesn’t have enough mind to 
think, when he hears that, he goes.”

Will Muslims be accepted?
That remains to be seen. Due to high birth 
rates, the number of American Muslims 
is expected to grow to about 8 million by 
2050 — eclipsing Jews as the second-larg-
est religious group in the U.S. But this age 
of terrorism, and calls by Donald Trump 
and other politicians to ban Muslim immi-
grants or monitor Muslim communities, 

have Muslims worried and in a defensive 
crouch. Many young Muslims say they 
encounter frequent anti-Muslim sentiment 
in schools and neighborhoods — and 
it’s becoming more overt, not less. For 
16-year-old Hebh Jamal of New York City, 
being called “a terrorist” has been a way of 
life. Sometimes, she adds, “you feel like the 
whole world is against you. It’s exhausting.”

A Muslim majority in Michigan
The Detroit suburb of Hamtramck, 
Michigan, used to be 90 percent Polish-
American and overwhelmingly Catholic. 
But most of the Poles moved out after the 
struggles of the U.S. auto industry, and 
immigration from Yemen, Bangladesh, 
and Bosnia has transformed the blue-
collar town of 22,000 residents into the 
nation’s first majority Muslim community. 
It’s also the first to elect a majority Muslim 
council. The transition was sometimes 
tense — beginning in 2004, the town gave 
a local mosque permission to broadcast 
the 6 a.m. call to prayer from loudspeak-
ers. Some residents — and anti-Muslim 
voices on the internet — accused the 
council of planning to usher in sharia law. 
But city councilor Saad Almasmari says 
he represents all Hamtramck residents in 
accordance with local laws and the Con-
stitution: “It was a political election, not 
a religious one.” His goal, he says, isn’t to 
make the city more Muslim but to “bring 
more financial resources to the city.” Pol-
ish-American Mayor Karen Majewski says 
that Hamtramck is a place where diverse 
people “live next to each other, but not in 
some idealized Kumbaya, Epcot Center 
kind of way. It sometimes gets contentious, 
but we deal with it.”

Being Muslim in America
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Important Recall Info That MAY Affect 
Your Vehicle

NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V483
Manufacturer : BMW of North America, LLC
Subject : Center Display Missing Informa-
tion/FMVSS 101
Make Model Model Years
BMW I4 2022
BMW IX 2022-2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V490
Manufacturer : EVELAND’S INC
Subject : Damaged Cooktop Control 
Valves May Leak Gas
Make Model Model Years
EVELAND SCAMP 2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V492
Manufacturer : Roadtrek Inc.
Subject : Propane Leak Can Cause a Fire
Make Model Model Years
ROADTREK CHASE 2021-2022
ROADTREK PLAY 2021-2022
ROADTREK PLAY SLUMBER 2021-2022
ROADTREK PLAY SRT 2021-2022
ROADTREK ZION 2021-2022
ROADTREK ZION SLUMBER 2021-2022
ROADTREK ZION SRT 2021-2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V493
Manufacturer : Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC
Subject : Inoperative Rearview Camera 
Display/FMVSS 111
Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES-BENZ AMG EQS53 2022
MERCEDES-BENZ EQS450 2022
MERCEDES-BENZ EQS580 2022
MERCEDES-BENZ MAYBACH S580 
2021
MERCEDES-BENZ S500 2021
MERCEDES-BENZ S580 2021
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V494
Manufacturer : Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC
Subject : Misrouted Transmission Wiring 
Harness
Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES-BENZ GLC350E 2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V495
Manufacturer : Prevost Car (US) Inc.
Subject : Bolt Missing From Rear Passen-
ger Bench/FMVSS 210
Make Model Model Years
PREVOST X3-45 COMMUTER 2021
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V496
Manufacturer : Prevost Car (US) Inc.
Subject : Passenger Seat Recline Mecha-

nism Failure/FMVSS 210
Make Model Model Years
PREVOST X3-45 COMMUTER 2021-2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V497
Manufacturer : Isuzu Motors Limited
Subject : Parking Pawl Missing on Trans-
mission
Make Model Model Years
ISUZU FTR 2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V498
Manufacturer : Big Tex Trailer Manufacturing, 
Inc.
Subject : Spare Tire Mount Failure
Make Model Model Years
BIG TEX 16GN 2003-2023
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V499
Manufacturer : Vermeer Manufacturing Com-
pany
Subject : Incorrect Trailer Hitch Mount-
ing Bolts Installed
Make Model Model Years
VERMEER BC1800XL 2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V500
Manufacturer : Winnebago Industries, Inc.
Subject : Step Well Cover May Collapse
Make Model Model Years
WINNEBAGO INSPIRE 2021-2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V501
Manufacturer : Toyota Motor Engineering & 
Manufacturing
Subject : Rearview Camera Malfunction/
FMVSS 111
Make Model Model Years
TOYOTA TUNDRA 2022
TOYOTA TUNDRA HYBRID 2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V502
Manufacturer : Van Hool N.V.
Subject : Front Axle Module Welds May 
Crack
Make Model Model Years
VAN HOOL TDX25 2021
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V503
Manufacturer : Bombardier Recreational Prod-
ucts, Inc.
Subject : Handlebar May Break
Make Model Model Years
CAN-AM RYKER 2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V504
Manufacturer : Chrysler (FCA US, LLC)
Subject : Inoperative TPMS Sensor/FM-
VSS 138

Make Model Model Years
CHRYSLER 300 2022
DODGE CHALLENGER 2022
DODGE CHARGER 2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V507
Manufacturer : Arcimoto Inc
Subject : High Voltage Harness Connec-
tor May Detach
Make Model Model Years
ARCIMOTO DELIVERATOR 2020-2022
ARCIMOTO FUV 2019-2022
ARCIMOTO RAPID RESPONDER 2021
ARCIMOTO ROADSTER 2020-2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V509
Manufacturer : Kia Motors America
Subject : Incorrect Spare Tire Size/FMVSS 
110
Make Model Model Years
KIA SORENTO 2022
KIA TELLURIDE 2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V510
Manufacturer : Daimler Trucks North America, 
LLC
Subject : Passenger Seat Frames May 
Crack
Make Model Model Years
THOMAS BUILT BUSES SAF-T-LINER 
EFX 2014-2022
THOMAS BUILT BUSES SAF-T-LINER 
HDX 2014-2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V511
Manufacturer : Tiffin Motorhomes, Inc.
Subject : Propane Leak Can Cause a Fire
Make Model Model Years
TIFFIN ALLEGRO 2021-2023
TIFFIN ALLEGRO BAY 2022
TIFFIN ALLEGRO BREEZE 2021-2022
TIFFIN ALLEGRO RED 2021-2023
TIFFIN PHAETON 2021-2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 22V517
Manufacturer : Daimler Trucks North America, 
LLC
Subject : Insufficient Number of Emer-
gency Exits/FMVSS 217
Make Model Model Years
THOMAS BUILT BUSES SAF-T-LINER 
EFX 2023

What is a recall?
When a manufacturer or the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) determines that a vehicle creates an unreasonable risk to 
safety or fails to meet minimum safety standards, the manufacturer is required to fix that vehicle at no cost to the owner. That can be done by repair-
ing it, replacing it, offering a refund (for equipment) or, in rare cases, repurchasing the car.
What should I do if my vehicle is included in this recall?
If your vehicle is included in this recall, it is very important that you get it fixed as soon as possible given the potential danger to you and your pas-
sengers if it is not addressed. You should receive a separate letter in the mail from the vehicle manufacturer, notifying you of the recall and explain-
ing when the remedy will be available, whom to contact to repair your vehicle, and to remind you that the repair will be done at no charge to you. 
If you believe your vehicle is included in the recall, but you do not receive a letter in the mail from the vehicle manufacturer, please call NHTSA’s 
Vehicle Safety Hotline at 1-888-327-4236, or contact your vehicle manufacturer or dealership.

Thank you for your attention to this important safety matter and for your commitment to helping save lives on America’s roadways.
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Potato Red Cabbage Tikki

Ingredients
Serves 4
4 Cups Peeled, cubed, boiled potato
1 Cup Shredded red cabbage
1 Cup Shredded kale
1 Onion, finely diced
½ Teaspoon Grated fresh ginger
2 Cloves Garlic, chopped
1 Egg, beaten
½ Teaspoon Ground cumin
½ Teaspoon Ground coriander
½ Teaspoon Medium curry powder
1 Pinch Salt, to taste
Instructions
Step 1

Mix all of the ingredients in a bowl.
Step 2
Until it resembles a dough.

Step 3
Divide the mixture into equal portions 
and shape into patties with your hands.
Step 4
After they have been shaped, place them 
in the refrigerator for at least 30 minutes.
Step 5
Add some oil to a skillet. Shallow fry 
until golden on both sides. Drain on a 
paper towel and serve warm with your 
favorite dipping sauce.

Jungli Chicken (Wild Chicken Curry)

Ingredients
Serves 4
1 Pound Chicken Breast
½ Onion (Medium)
1 Tomato
1 Serrano Pepper
⅓ Cup Cilantro Leaves
7 Tablespoons Plain Yogurt
2 Teaspoons Ginger-Garlic Paste
3 Cardamoms
3 Cloves
1 Cinnamon Stick
⅛ Teaspoon Turmeric Powder
1 Teaspoon Chili Powder
¾ Teaspoon Cumin Powder
⅓ Teaspoon Garam Masala
Salt as needed
½ Bell Pepper (optional)
1 Potatoes (med- large)
4 Tablespoons Oil
Instructions
Step 1
Cut onion, tomato, cilantro, Serrano 
pepper and bell pepper fine. You can add 
whatever other vegetable you like to this 
dish.

Cut onion, tomato, cilantro, Serrano 
pepper and bell pepper fine. You can add 
whatever other vegetable you like to this 
dish.
Step 2
Wash chicken breast and pat dry. Cut 
chicken into 1 - 1 1/2 inch pieces. De-
pends on your preference. Set aside in a 
big mixing bowl.

Wash chicken breast and pat dry. Cut 
chicken into 1 - 1 1/2 inch pieces. De-
pends on your preference. Set aside in a 
big mixing bowl.
Step 3
Add all the ingredients on the list (except 
the potatoes) in the bowl. Mix it well. 
Poke chicken with a fork to let marinade 
to absorb better.

Add all the ingredients on the list  (ex-
cept the potatoes) in the bowl. Mix it 
well. Poke chicken with a fork to let 
marinade to absorb better.
Step 4
Cover bowl with cling wrap or foil and 
refrigerate for about 30 mins or till you’re 
ready to cook it.

Cover bowl with cling wrap or foil and 
refrigerate for about 30 mins or till you’re 
ready to cook it.
Step 5
Cut potatoes into 1 inch cubes. Heat 2 tbs 
oil in pan then add cut potatoes with a 
little salt. Fry till it’s almost cooked then 
set aside.

Cut potatoes into 1 inch cubes. Heat 2 tbs 
oil in pan then add cut potatoes with a 
little salt. Fry till it’s almost cooked then 
set aside. 
Step 6
When you’re ready to cook. Heat remain-
ing oil then add the marinade to the pan. 
The chicken will release water that will 
help it cook. Keep stirring.

When you’re ready to cook. Heat remain-
ing oil then add the marinade to the pan. 
The chicken will release water that will 
help it cook. Keep stirring.
Step 7
When chicken is half way cooked (about 
7 mins), add the pre-fried potatoes to the 
curry. Keep stirring till done.

When chicken is half way cooked (about 
7 mins), add the pre-fried potatoes to the 
curry. Keep stirring till done. 
Step 8
Set in serving bowl once the curry has 
reached your desired consistency. I prefer 
this recipe drier. (OPTIONAL: Garnish 
with fresh cilantro). Done!
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WORD SEARCH

ANGEL
CROSS
EASTER
EMPTY TOMB
GOOD FRIDAY 
HOLY

HOPE 
JESUS
KING
CROWN OF THORNS
SACRIFICE
SUNDAY

RESURRECTION
MARY
MESSIAH
RISEN
SAVIOR
LOVE

HOLIDAY
SALVATION
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Building simple habits for healthy weight loss
Set small, specific, and realistic goals
Perhaps you’d like to be the same size 
you were in high school or when you got 
married, but that would mean dropping 
more than 50 pounds. Don’t go there — 
not yet, at least. Set a more realistic goal of 
losing 5% to 10% of your weight, and give 
yourself plenty of time and some flexibility 
to reach that goal, keeping in mind that 
most people take at least six months to 
achieve that degree of healthy weight loss. 
Also try to avoid generalized goals, such 
as “I should eat less at dinner and exercise 
more.” Instead, set specific and short-term 
(that is, daily or weekly) goals, such as 
these:

I will choose a few dinner recipes and 
shop for the ingredients on Sunday.
I will bring a healthy lunch from home 
instead of going out at least three times 
next week.
I will call a friend to take a walk after work 
on Monday and Wednesday.
I will decrease exposure to problematic 
food (“stimulus control”) to avoid tempta-
tion, such as keeping cookies away from 
sight in the kitchen.
Eat breakfast slowly — and mindfully — 
every morning
Many people skip breakfast because 
they’re too rushed or they aren’t hungry. 
Try getting up 15 minutes earlier (which 
means going to bed earlier so you don’t 
sacrifice sleep time) to make time for 
breakfast. Practice eating slowly by putting 
down your utensil or sipping water, coffee, 
or tea between bites. Ideally, you should 
spend at least 20 minutes on each meal, 

but that may be more realistic during your 
midday or evening meal; choose one to get 
started. Set a timer to check yourself.

From these habits or others in the Special 
Health Report, choose the one that seems 
the most feasible for you, and try to stick 
with it for a week or so. It’s important to 
make these healthy habits routine. Once 
you find yourself doing one fairly consis-
tently, add another. Over time you will 
realize that many of these habits can be 
interconnected.

Mediterranean-style: the healthy fats and 
healthy carbs diet
Just as there are “good carbs” and “bad 
carbs,” there are good fats and bad fats. 
Mediterranean-style diets emphasize 
healthy fats and healthy carbs.

Saturated fat, trans fat, and cholesterol are 
the bad guys. Good fats are monounsatu-
rated (found in olive oil, for example) and 
polyunsaturated (found in such foods as 
fish, canola oil, and walnuts). The Mediter-
ranean diet advocated by Mollie Katzen 
and Harvard professor Walter Willett in 
Eat, Drink, & Weigh Less has a moder-
ate amount of fat, but much of it comes 
from healthful monounsaturated fats and 
unsaturated omega-3 fats. It is high in 
carbohydrates, but most of the carbs come 
from unrefined, fiber-rich foods. It is also 
high in fruits and vegetables, nuts, seeds, 
and fish, with only modest amounts of 
meat and cheese.

People living in Mediterranean countries 

have a lower-than-expected 
rate of heart disease. But 
the traditional lifestyle in 
the region also includes lots 
of physical activity, regular 
meal patterns, wine, and 
good social support. It’s 
hard to know what relative 
role these different factors 
play — but there is grow-
ing evidence that in and of 
itself, the Mediterranean diet 
can reduce cardiovascular 
risk and the development of 
diabetes.
Don’t put it off — take it off! Then keep it 
off!

Don’t risk another dieting dead-end. Set 
yourself on the road to success with a 
weight-loss program you can stick with — 
and enjoy!

Have diets failed you in the past? Put an 
end to dieting disappointment for good 
with a report from the health and nutri-
tion professionals at Harvard Medical 
School.

Why do most diets not deliver as adver-
tised? In a word: boredom. We start well, 
but after too many meals that are too re-
strictive, we lose interest. We’re justifiably 
bored. And we quit.

So, how do you find a weight-loss pro-
gram you can stay with to the end — and 
beyond? How do you lose weight and keep 

it off?

Lose Weight and Keep It Off reveals the 
two keys to successful weight loss. The 
first is finding a diet and exercise program 
that suits you, your lifestyle, your likes, 
and your goals. The second is “skill power,” 
a powerful set of specific habits that can 
make all the difference between setbacks 
and lasting success.

In this revealing report, you will learn 
how various popular diets — from Paleo 
to gluten free, plant-based to detox and 
cleanses — stack up for long-term results. 
You’ll read how Jenny Craig and Weight 
Watchers compare. You will discover the 
wisest choice for “good carbs” and the 
one diet the American Heart Association 
warns against, and, as a bonus, you’ll get a 
week of daily menus with delicious entrees 
even non-dieters will love.

5 surprising benefits of walking
Of course, you probably know that any 
physical activity, including walking, is a 
boon to your overall health. But walking 
in particular comes with a host of benefits. 
Here’s a list of five that may surprise you.

1. It counteracts the effects of weight-pro-
moting genes. Harvard researchers looked 
at 32 obesity-promoting genes in over 
12,000 people to determine how much 
these genes actually contribute to body 
weight. They then discovered that, among 
the study participants who walked briskly 
for about an hour a day, the effects of those 
genes were cut in half.

2. It helps tame a sweet tooth. A pair of 
studies from the University of Exeter 
found that a 15-minute walk can curb 
cravings for chocolate and even reduce the 
amount of chocolate you eat in stressful 
situations. And the latest research con-
firms that walking can reduce cravings and 
intake of a variety of sugary snacks.

3. It reduces the risk of developing breast 
cancer. Researchers already know that any 
kind of physical activity blunts the risk of 
breast cancer. But an American Cancer 
Society study that zeroed in on walking 
found that women who walked seven or 
more hours a week had a 14% lower risk 

of breast cancer than those who walked 
three hours or fewer per week. And walk-
ing provided this protection even for the 
women with breast cancer risk factors, 
such as being overweight or using supple-
mental hormones.

4. It eases joint pain. Several studies have 
found that walking reduces arthritis-relat-
ed pain, and that walking five to six miles 
a week can even prevent arthritis from 
forming in the first place. Walking protects 
the joints — especially the knees and hips, 
which are most susceptible to osteoarthri-
tis — by lubricating them and strengthen-
ing the muscles that support them.

5. It boosts immune function. Walking 
can help protect you during cold and flu 
season. A study of over 1,000 men and 
women found that those who walked at 
least 20 minutes a day, at least 5 days a 
week, had 43% fewer sick days than those 
who exercised once a week or less. And if 
they did get sick, it was for a shorter dura-
tion, and their symptoms were milder.
The latest research shows that sitting may 
be more harmful to your health than 
smoking. Luckily, getting up off the couch 
and going for a walk can put you well on 
your way to preventing everything from 
heart disease and diabetes to high blood 

pressure, depression, memory problems, 
and more.

Although you’ve likely been walking since 
you were about one year old, there are spe-
cific techniques that can help you avoid in-
juries, make walking more enjoyable, and 
increase the health benefits of walking.

Walking for Health reveals:
• Why short walks may be better 
for lowering blood pressure
• How to ease the pain of “shin 
splints”

• 

Why the best time to stretch is after your 
walk
• The type of shoes that are more 
likely to make your knees ache
• The simple way to avoid blisters
• How “interval walking” can help 
you reap more health benefits in less time
• The amount of walking needed to 
increase the part of your brain that’s criti-
cal for memory
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*A rare pic of Dilip Kumar and Nimmi was published in the January 1959 
issue of Filmfare Magazine. Though the pic looks to have been clicked 
much earlier.**
**Dilip Kumar and Nimmi worked together in 5 movies, viz. AAN, DEE-
DAR, DAAG, AMAR and URAN KHATOLA.**
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In 1978, I bought an old two colour car Standard Ten from Professor of IIMB by 
availing car loan from the company. My wife went to work by car and I use to 
commute by Company’s transport which avoided dependence of unreliable public 
transport My wife, user of the car had left the maintenance and upkeep to me and I 
was as per my reputation was not up to the mark and often end up pushing the ve-
hicle to petrol pump with my wife at the wheels. Once, it so happened that she was 
driving and due to brake failure , she drove straight into some body’s house damag-
ing car as well as the compound wall of the house and luckily, only car was dam-
aged and with the help of friends in NIAC, the car was completely reconditioned 
with very little contribution of mine as it was comprehensively insured.
Saturday evenings, the family would drive up to Vidhana Soudha and sit and watch 
the beautifully lit granite sculpted building , perhaps one of the very few public 
buildings built after independence, and enjoy eating the south Indian savouries. . 
Saturday evenings, the family would drive up to Vidhana Soudha and sit and watch 
the beautifully lit granite sculpted building , perhaps one of the very few public 
buildings built after independence, and enjoy eating the south Indian savouries The 
idea of the Vidhana Soudha came along with a wave of nationalist sentiment that 
swept post-Independent India. The administrative offices were
initially based out of Attara Kacheri (today’s High Court building built by the 
British in 1868). A plan for our own structure to house the legislature was mooted 
during the tenure of Karnataka’s first chief minister KC Reddy . Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru laid the foundation stone on July 13, 1951 However, it was Hanu-
manthaiah (Reddy’s successor) who set the wheels in motion. The Karnataka Leg-
islative Assembly website records that almost all the 5000 unskilled labourers were 
convicts lodged in the central prison, who were given freedom after the completion 
of Vidhana Soudha. Them apart, 1500 chisellers, masons and wood carvers were 
also employed for the construction
In 1982, I was posted as Export Manager, North Africa and the life at Algiers was 
all found materially and professionally. The local German Manager of Lufthansa 
was a good friend and encouraged me to fly Lufthansa transiting through Frank-
furt during my travels abroad. Perhaps ,in return, one day he brought me a yellow 

plastic card with my
name printed on it and designated as “Frequent flyer” 
and convinced me that I have earned sufficient points 
to be part of program. The card apart from entitling 
me for free tickets allowed me to free use of Lufthansa 
longues at all the German airports with free drinks 
and snacks, a great privilege those days. We use to get 
periodic flyers and points accrued and my wife was 
keenly following the account. As soon as sufficient 
points had accrued, that summer we planned and 
took the journey for a week to Frankfurt,Stuttgart-
Hamburg-Frankfurt and back. The family was excited since it was a week’s stay and 
their first tour to Europe. Hamburg was chosen because my batch mate was the 
Export Manager for HHEC based at Hamburg and he had made arrangements for 
our stay at his apartment itself as he was staying alone and there was enough room 
to accommodate us. Just before, leaving for Airport at Algiers, I telephonically en-
quired with Lufthansa whether the flight is on time. I can never forget the German 
airport officer who replied with pride “Sir we are always on time “
We had another ex-Air India friend settled near Stuttgart and we decided to visit 
him too. After a couple days stay at Hamburg, I called him from local telephone 
booth and he gave some directions to reach the suburb he was residing. As I was 
completing the call my little daughter was ceaselessly knocking the booth door, so I 
just got out and carried her, then we decided to have some coffee and then leave for 
friend’s house.. We sat in the nearby café, had coffee and some snacks and had al-
most spent an hour. The waiter brought the bill , suddenly I realised that my pouch 
which had all passports , nearly 3000 USDs and tickets was missing. I was shell 
shocked and explained the situation to the waiter who suggested to go and look for 
it , me and my wife took two different routes to reach the telephone booth which 
was nearly a km away. As I was approaching the booth , I saw a old German stand-
ing near the booth holding the pouch and waving at me as I was approaching the
booth. He greeted me and introduced himself as Klaus Wenger and said handing 

over the pouch, “I found the pouch inside the booth and I knew you 
would come searching for it, please open and check whether everything 
is in as you had left ” I took the pouch opened and saw everything was in 
tact, thanked him profusely and offered to compensate him in any way 
acceptable to him, he refused and said “ You are from India and visiting 
Deutcheland as tourists and let me know if you need any further help”. 
We spent some time with him in the café and left for our destination 
and we took the flight to Hamburg after meeting our friend from Air 
India The Author with his batchmate from IIMB Mr.Ashwathanarayan at 
Hamburg in 1983.
Ashwath was at the Hamburg airport to receive us, took us to his place, 
we all cooked some Indian food that night and ate . Next few days 
,Ashwath, my host took us all to touristic spots including Dolphin Show, 
Lake, Market Platz, Zoo and many other places Hamburg is a beautiful 
port city worth visiting.
In the evening, me and Ashwath had planned to take some adventur-
ous tour to Reeperbahn and so bluffed my family that we have to meet 
another friend in nearby place and as such we would be late and not to 
bother about us. Ashwath had told me some background of the place 
which was frequented by sailors and tourists who are hungry and starved 
for sex. We both walked through a foot ball stadium sized ground where 
hundreds of young looking girls in white flourecent dress, introducing 
themselves whenever a potential client passes by and indicating their 
nationality and price. The amusement was more to watch the whole place 
which was like a highly organized market without any middlemen. After 
passing through the place, we decided to have food which he offered to 
host with plenty of beer. He chose a table for two and I realised that it 
was a night club seeing a well lit stage, after some time the lights in the 
seating area were dimmed and strip tease by a belle started with music. 
I was surprised to see both men and women were dining and enjoying 
the show, the dancer would hover around some bald pates and even kiss 
on them making them excited. The show ended with last piece of lingere 
thrown at the public and to my horror , I found her to be she male. That 
has been my last into a night club pitied Ashwath for throwing away 
good amount of Deutche Marks to entertain his batch mate from IIMB

A German Gentleman Klaus Wenger An Example of Honesty
By M.S. Zahed, Ex-CMD, HMT Ltd
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Usman Al Hajri, Ghouse Pasha and Quddus Ghouri Advocate at an event in Hyderabad
Photo Courtesy: Fareeduddin Sabiri

Syed Mohammed Qadri
Photo Courtesy: Fareeduddin Sabiri
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Salahuddin Ayubi Series New Updates‼
The series will consist of three seasons 
which will include 75% Turkish and 25% 
Pakistani actors and will be shot in Istan-
bul, Turkey.
The three seasons will show different time 
periods which are explained below:
Season 1 ‼
The first season will show the period from 
1169 to 1174 when Salahuddin Ayubi 
was the commander of Nuruddin Zangi’s 
army. He established Sunni reforms, 
ended the Fatimid Caliphate, and took 
over the Hijaz, Yemen, Sudan, and Libya. 
This season will end up with the death of 
Nuruddin Zangi.
Season 2 ‼
It will cover the years from 1174 to 1186. 
During this time, Salahuddin also re-
solved internal state problems while fight-
ing the Crusaders. He formed a political 
alliance in the Middle East that wiped off 
Crusader territories until 1291. Mongol 
invasions were defeated as well.
Season 3 ‼
It will show the period from 1187 to 1193 
when Salahuddin was fully engaged in 
wars against the Crusaders and became 
victorious in the battle of Hattin and 
thereafter wrested control of Palestine in-
cluding the city of Jerusalem and showed 
the power of Islam to the whole world.

Baghdad grew rapidly to become the largest 
urban centre of the medieval world and became 
an economic and intellectual powerhouse. The 
city comprised a learned society benefiting from 
numerous bookshops and public libraries and 
became a hub for students travelling in search 
of knowledge.
The new Abbasid city was officially named Ma-
dinat al-Salam. This was the name that later ap-
peared in all official references to the city, rang-
ing from inscriptions on coinage to writings on 
textiles that were woven in the royal factory, but 
the name Baghdad stuck in popular usage.
The eleventh-century Khatib al-Baghdadi best 
described the sense of wonder surrounding 
Baghdad when he said: “In the entire world, 
there has not been a city which could compare 
with Baghdad in size and splendour, or in the 
number of scholars and great personalities ... 
Consider the numerous roads, markets, lanes, 
mosques, bathhouses, and shops – all these 
distinguish the city from all others.”
At that time, the city housed the world’s great-
est academic institutions, including the House 
of Wisdom, and earned a worldwide reputation 
for being the ‘Centre of Learning’. The city also 
hosted a multiethnic and multireligious envi-
ronment.
According to Hugh Kennedy, there were sev-
eral reasons for seeking to found a new capital 

in an open country. The most 
pressing of these was the need for 
security. This need could only be 
satisfied by the construction of a 
fortress-palace that could easily be 
defended.
Secondly, there was the desire felt 
by so many dynasties, both Is-
lamic and pre-Islamic, in the area 
to have new capital to demon-
strate their identity and prestige. 
The Abbasids also needed a base 
where they could settle their gov-
ernment and bureaucracy. 
The heart of the new capital was 
the Round City which contained 
the palace, the main mosque, and 
some administrative buildings and 
quarters for troops. The palace 
and mosque were together in the 
middle of the central courtyard 
and the palace was surmounted 
by a green dome over the audi-
ence chamber (as seen in the 3D 
model).
Sources:
Huge Kennedy
Tayeb El-Hibri
Amira Bennison
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Top and Right: Mandakini now and then
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On the lighter side....
The phlebotomist entered the hospital room to draw 
blood. Noticing an apple on the patient’s nightstand, she 
remarked, “An apple a day keeps the doctor away.”

“That’s true,” the patient replied. “I haven’t seen a doctor 
in three days.”
------------------------------

An artist asked the gallery owner if there had been any 
interest in her paintings that were on display. “Well, I have 
good news and bad news,” the owner responded. “The 
good news is that a gentleman noticed your work and 
wondered if it would appreciate in value after your death. 
I told him it would and he bought all 10 of your paint-
ings.”

“That’s wonderful,” the artist exclaimed. “What’s the bad 
news?”

“The gentleman was your doctor.”
------------------------------

Hearing his wife as she sings, the husband says, “You 
know dear, when you sing like that I just wish you were on 
the radio.”

The wife smiles and replies, “Wow honey, you think I am 
that good?”

“No, but at least that way I can change the station or turn 
it off.”
------------------------------

A woman had bought lots of shoes over time and she 
decided it was time to kick the habit. She really took it 
seriously, even changing her driving route to avoid her 
favorite shoe store. One evening, however, she arrived 
home carrying a shoe box. Her husband grinned at her, 
but it didn’t faze her at all.

“These are very special shoes,” she explained. “I acciden-
tally drove by the shoe store and there in the window were 
the most perfect shoes I’ve ever seen! I felt this was no 
accident, so I thought I’d let fate decide. If I would get a 
parking spot directly in front of the shop, the shoes were 
meant for me. And sure enough, the eighth time around 
the block, there it was!”
------------------------------

A ham and cheese sandwich walks into bar and asks for a 
drink.

Bartender says, “Sorry, we don’t serve food here.”
------------------------------

Father: What do you see in that boyfriend of yours?

Teen daughter: Well... he’s reliable.

Father: He’s always late picking you up!

Teen daughter: I know and I can always count on it. 
Remember when you had to sit in the front room with my 
dates until I was ready?

Father: Now that you mention it, I’m beginning to like 
this guy!

-------------------------------

Patient: Doctor, doctor, I keep thinking I’m a dog.

Doctor: Lie down on the couch and I’ll examine you.

Patient: I can’t, I’m not allowed on the furniture.
------------------------------

A woman with a minor injury was at the hospital because 
her doctor said she wanted to take a closer look at it to 
make sure everything was all right. The woman’s husband 
sits patiently in the waiting room.
After a few minutes, the doctor comes out and asks her 
assistant for a wrench, which understandably concerns 
the husband.

Then, after a couple more moments, the doctor re-enters 
the room, this time asking for a screwdriver. The husband 
grows worried and begins to pace in circles. Then, a little 
later, the doctor bursts through the doors screaming for 
a hammer and at that, the husband, in a state of frenzied 
fear, runs up and asks, “Doctor, what the heck is wrong 
with my wife?”

“I don’t know,” replies the flustered doctor, “I can’t get my 
bag open!”
------------------------------

A woman had been talking on the phone for about half an 
hour, and then she hung up.

“Wow,” said her husband, “that was short. You usually talk 
for two hours. What happened?”

“Wrong number,” replied the wife.


