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Special Guest Speaker in January

On January 14, special guest, Dr. Dieudonné Tamfu, will be
visiting us and will speak in our morning worship service.
Years ago, Dieudonné was the town barber in the village of
Ndu in Cameroon. Several local seminary students were trying to
persuade him to become a Christian while he cut their hair. He first
set about studying the Bible in order to refute them, but its words
convicted him and he became a believer. As a new convert, he
came across a tape of sermons by John Piper which he listened
to repeatedly. Later, Dr. Piper came to Ndu and preached at a
missions conference. Dieudonné sensed God was calling him to
give himself to the study and ministry of the Word.
After that call, God set Dieudonné on a journey that has now brought him full-circle. After serving in pastoral ministry in Cameroon, he came to the United States and furthered his
education at The Bethlehem Institute (now Bethlehem College & Seminary), Bethel Seminary and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (where he earned a PhD in Biblical studies). From there he returned to Minneapolis and pastored at Jubilee Community Church, a
Bethlehem multi-ethnic church plant in South Minneapolis.
Now, Dieudonné and his family are planning to return to his home in Cameroon with
the vision of “Spreading a passion for the supremacy of Christ through church-planting
and church-based theological education.”
John Piper has said of him, “My admiration, trust, and support for Dieudonne’s vision of
Bible-saturated ministerial training in Cameroon is unqualified and joyful. His integrity, spiritual maturity, doctrinal depth, leadership gifts, personal warmth, and biblical faithfulness
are unimpeachable and worthy of our most generous backing.”
We look forward to the privilege of hearing from this Spirit-filled and knowlegeable pastor this month.
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New Cross Training Classes Begin in January

You’ve Got a Friend in Me

by Bryan Root
I was eating lunch with Clay Conner a few weeks
ago. Clay is discipling me using a program called “Operation Timothy.” Its aim is to train and equip a believer
to be a soul-winner – with the intent that the disciple will
then find their own convert to train and equip – thus,
reproducing oneself.
Now, some of you have already met me. Maybe
you know that I am in seminary studying for ministry.
Maybe you know that I have been going to church my
whole life and was called to salvation at a young age.
Why would I need to be discipled? You see – my discipleship was always congregational or in educational
or Sunday School settings. I have never had a man
single me out and tell me, “I want to mentor you.” So,
when Clay made the offer to me, I was immediately
interested.
I was into my third meeting with Clay when he commented: “Some people say they are all about quality time. You know, I have always found that without
quantity time, you just don’t get much quality.”
“That is good stuff!” I said. “Can I quote that?” I
added, “That sounds like a quote I always use: ‘There is
no such thing as a low-maintenance Christian’.”
Now consider the quote from Clay (and perhaps
my quote also) and add to that two other quotes:
The famous reformer John Calvin said, “Man never
attains to a true self-knowledge until he has previously
contemplated the face of God, and come down after
such contemplation to look into himself.”
And our Lord and Savior said, “And he said to him,
‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the
great and first commandment. And a second is like it:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’.”
I use these quotes to show how central the concept
of relationships is. Of first importance is our relationship
to God. Out of that will flow our relationship to others.
So then, the starting point for our discussion about discipleship will be about relationships.
The thing about relationships is that they
depend upon trust. We all can recognize
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Cross Training begins January 7
Six-Week Classes:
•
•
•

Old Testament 3
Taught by Nicholas Piotrowski
Room D110
Equipped to Act (Discipleship Course)
Led by Bryan Root
Room D100
Membership Matters (Jan. 14 – Feb. 11) meets
in Room D103 (for anyone who wants to learn
more about membership in our church)

those who fit into different strata of intimacy with us –
from the most basic acquaintances, to perhaps our relationship with our spouse, best friend, or another family member. I say all this to encourage you to consider
that discipleship must meet us on every level of our relationship journey. Discipleship must be comprehensive
so it meets all spiritual needs. But it must also become
personal at some level so that our edification will also
be precise and efficient.
These are some of the concepts that we will be discussing in our Cross-Training class on Discipleship, along
with defining what discipleship is, how we have experienced it personally or observed it, different methods
for discipling, our purpose and motivation for discipling,
amongst others.
If you are looking for some good discussion, then
come to this class. If you are looking for challenging
questions which will encourage you to consider more
deeply things you might be curious about, then come
to this class. If you have valuable insights to pass on to
other generations, - we need you! If you have testimonies to share; your story will encourage us. If you can
crack a joke to keep me from being too business like;
please come! Or, maybe you’re just wondering why
you keep hearing about discipleship and want to know
what it is and learn more. There are many wonderful
reasons to join us for our Discipleship Cross-Training
class. I hope to see you there and look forward to your
contribution to the class.
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Happy New Year! Each month of 2018 your Northside Missions Team will spotlight a certain, noteworthy
mission emphasis for your information, support, and
prayer. Each month, represented by an hour on the
clock, will bring a new mission emphasis. This month
(1:00 on our mission clock), we want to tell you about
the BJ Higgins Missions Fund. Ask the Lord how He would
have you be involved.
Some people love chocolate pie, right? Others prefer strawberry. Mouths water at the thought of some
old-fashioned lemon meringue, chess, or sugar cream!
We don’t all agree on what kind of pie is best. (Those of
you who picked pecan would be correct, of course.)
One thing we do agree on—pie is good and there’s
never enough of it. And when there’s pie to be enjoyed, each person should get a slice.
At Northside, we have a unique pie we call The BJ
Higgins Mission Fund. You can’t eat it, but contributing
to it will nourish your spirit. You can’t smell it, but your
participation gives off the sweet aroma of Christ.

January 2018

The BJ Higgins Missions Fund is a consolidated mission offering. In other words, many mission interests
have been combined into one pie. Instead of only giving to special mission offerings as they arise throughout
the year, you also have an opportunity to contribute
to missions throughout the year. Donations to the BJ
Higgins fund help support missions around the world,
around the clock.

You’ve probably noticed the pie shape in our
weekly bulletin. The pie has been divided to contribute
to local missions, mission interests across North America
and international missions. The size of this mission pie
depends on your contributions above and beyond
your normal tithe.
More pie, anyone? More mission involvement?
More zeal for the lost?

Now, let’s take one step back. Did we lose you
when we mentioned BJ Higgins? Why give money
to an offering for someone you don’t even know
and maybe never heard of? Why is our missions pie
named for BJ Higgins?
BJ Higgins was a member of our church. In 2005, as a 15-year-old boy, he went on a five-week mission trip to the country of Peru. BJ was considered by those who knew him to be an amazingly insightful
and mature young Christian, full of zeal for spreading the gospel, and willing to give of himself to help
others know Christ. Soon after returning from Peru, BJ became ill with what was later determined to be
the bubonic plague. He died a few weeks after returning to the United States.
Northside decided to name our consolidated missions fund for BJ because he embodied the spirit of
a true missionary. His life serves as a reminder of Christ’s attitude toward a lost world.
You can read more of BJ’s story in the book, I Would Die for You, written by his parents, Brent and
Deanna Higgins shortly after BJ passed away. The book is available free to everyone who participates in
our Membership Matters class beginning on January 14th.
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Thank you to Micah and all the volunteers who made our
December Parents’ Night Out such a success! The children had a great time making an ornament from the
hickory branches repurposed after falling in Northside’s
woods during a windstorm. What a special memory. Our
next Parents’ Night Out is Friday, February 16th.
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POPS (Parents of Preschoolers) met in December to
celebrate Christmas together with Songs, Stories and
Snacks with the Scharbroughs. Thank you to Bill and
Marlene for coming to sing with us. We love having visitors and all are welcome to join us as Connie and Mike
Bowman did. Our next POPS group will be Monday,
January 29th at 9:30 AM. Come play with us in The Ball
Room upstairs in the Kids Wing. Don’t forget your socks!

AWANA ended the semester with a PJ party and the
AWANA store being open. Leaders and children had a
great time! AWANA will resume on Wednesday, January 10th at 6:30 PM. Cost is $15/child/semester. Sign your
child up now! Awana is for kids age 3 through grade 6.

Game Night!

Northside Kids ministry will host
a Family Game Night Friday,
January 19th 6-8 PM in Kids
Cove. Bring your family’s favorite game to play and fellowship with other Northside
families.
Please invite your
friends and neighbors.

Northside Kids Ministry Volunteer Appreciation and Training: Sunday, January
21st following the service we will have a meal and training for all who have
served in 2017 and who would like to serve in 2018. Come and join as we look
back at what God has done in the Northside Kids Ministry and make plans for
2018. Childcare will be provided after lunch, during the meeting for Birth-6th.
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Belles’ Brunch 2017

Here are just a few snapshots of the
most wonderful time of the year for
Northside Women. Everyone enjoyed a
joyful morning that was enhanced by
our Northside men providing valet parking and table service. The ladies dined
at elegantly decorated tables and listened to Christmas music provided
by Becky Holt, Marlene Scharbrough,
Kathy Martine and special guest Sarah
Moore. Darcy Wiley shared Christmas
insights and life stories from her recent
book project, The Yes Effect.
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Transformed
Conference for Women

“Therefore I, the prisoner for the
Lord, urge you to walk worthy of
the calling you have received,
with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, accepting one
another in love, diligently keeping the unity of the Spirit with the
peace that binds us.”
Ephesians 4:1-3

Coming to Northside
April 6-7, 2018
Cost $55 (by March 6)
Keynote Speaker:
Marian Jordan Ellis

2018 Schedule: 3rd Thursdays, 6-8 pm
February 15: Cards &

January 18:

Cookies

Prayer Board
.

April 19:

March 15:

Key Rack

Colors N Cups

Our women’s ministry is an
active group. We love one
another and welcome new
ladies with open arms. If
you’re new or not yet connected with the Northside
Women, there are many
opportunities to be involved. We offer a Sunday
morning small group, inhome Life Group for single
ladies, weekday Bible studies, special events (such as
Transformed listed above)
and just-for-fun gatherings
like our Creative Crafting
group.

June 21:
Silverware Caddy

May 17:
DIY Essential Oil
Products

Creative Crafting is being
led by Cheryl Piotrowski this
year. On the left you’ll see
the great activities on our
2018 Calendar. Whether
you feel like you’re a crafting success story or a “PinterSeptember 20:
est fail,” you’ll enjoy talking
Paint Swatch Calendar
laughing, eating,and doing
fun projects with Northside
Women and friends.

August 16:
Pillow

November 15:
Wood Christmas

October 18:

Ornaments

Mason Jar Gifts

Costs per project will be announced on Facebook event. Bring a side dish to share!

Northside Baptist Church 3021 E. 71st St. Indianapolis, IN 46220
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We have a Northside Women’s facebook page where
you can keep up with new
events (including Creative
Crafting) and we have a
Pinterest page where you
can share ideas. Just go to
northsideindy.org/
adults.html
and look for the
links.
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2018
Save the dates for these Northside Student Ministry events.
Pizza Party: Sunday, January 14
For students, parents and the adults who are
praying for them. Meet in the Fireside Room
immediately following the morning worship
service to enjoy a pizza lunch. This is a great
opportunity to gather and connect!
Disciple Now: February 23-25
Dive deeper in your faith and worship God with
other students. DNow begins with dinner at 6:00
PM Friday, February 23 and concludes Sunday
morning, February 25.
Student Gatherings: Second & Fourth Wednesdays
These events will be announced. More details
coming soon.
Ultimate Youth Camp: June 18-22
Students will spend the week at Highland Lakes
Baptist Camp in Monrovia, Indiana. Cost per
student is $215 (if paid in full by May 18) and
registration requires a $50 non-refundable deposit.
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December 17, 2017
Singing for our Shut-Ins

Christmas Caroling Photos

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is January 21
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by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
As we look forward to what God will do through Covenant Foods in 2018, we hope you enjoy this look back at
our busy, fun, rewarding, life-changing December. We
ministered to 111 families in just three Tuesday nights.
We would love for this to be the year you will be called
to serve along side us!
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Special Events in 2018: Mark your calendar!
• February 23-25 - NSM Disciple Now
• April 1 - Easter Sunday
• April 6-7 - Transformed Women’s Conference
• April 21 - Prayer Retreat
• June 18-22 - Ultimate Youth Camp (NSM)
• July 16-20 - Vacation Bible School
• September 30 - Community Picnic
• December 1 - Belles’ Brunch

Saturday Prayer
2nd 4th & 5th Saturday
at 8 AM in the
Prayer Room: D105

7

N RTHSIDE
BAPTIST CHURCH

Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Eric Martin
emartin@Northsideindy.org
Senior Pastor

Micah Langmaack
micah@Northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager

John Reeder
jreeder@Northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Jan Jeter
office@Northsideindy.org
Office Assistant

Karen White
kwhite@Northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Barbara Cross
bcross@Northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin
Bev Olonoh
accounting@Northsideindy.org
Controller

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training
Old Testament: Nicholas Piotrowski
Room D110
Equipped to Act: Bryan Root
Room D100

If you’re new to Northside, you are welcome to attend our Membership
Matters class. It is a 5-week class for anyone interested in learning more
about our church and what we believe. The next session begins January
14 and meets on Sunday mornings at 9:00 in D103.

Steinmeier:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Married Couples:
Wednesdays 317-255-6692
Women (Fishers):
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples
Broad Ripple:
1st & 3rd Thursdays 631-316-2423
College & Career
Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

