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Nearly 100 years ago, veterans of the “war to end al wars’ united to crede an organization to care
for their former. comrades and their families, and to perpetuate Americanism, promoting the idess of
freedom and democracy that represents the fabric of our Nation.

At the 98" annua convention in Binghamton July 14-16, 2016, The American Legion, Department
of New York, reaffirmed the organization’s principles and a commitment to its leadership in
providing advocacy and hep to veterans of our nation’s military, their families and dependents, and
members of Americas Armed Forees.

The more than 200,000 members of the New York Department Family offer valuable support to
our veterans community through its network of locd posts, neighbor-to-neighbor help and an dlite
professona counsding service.

Resolutions historicdly have been the keystone of the annua legidative agenda for The American
Legion, Department of New York, and the 2016 convention agan proved the diligence and tdent of
members to devdop meaningful and timely proposds to present to dected stae representatives for
consideraion as potentia legisaion.

This year's agenda includes new proposads — and a few previously offered through resolution — that
legionnaires believe will provide vitd help to returning service members and improve the qudity of
life for our veterans and their families.

During the coming year, our Department of New York will champion these resolutions and
proposds -- respectfully and affirmatively seeking support from our stae legidators — reminding
them of why and for whom we want specific legidation enacted.

Countless numbers of veterans come home physicaly and emotiondly scarred by the horrors of
wa . lssues confronting our newest generation of velerans often areimmedide, and literdly amatter
of life or death.

Today's returning warriors are battling homelessness, suicide and need for suitable employment. The
Depatment of New York American Legion recognizes these concerns and cals upon our New
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York Sate Legidaure and Governor to join usin reaching out and heping our veterans’ community
by enacting legidation or policies designed to meet those needs.

Resolution #25, 2016; Requests the Governor and New York State Legislature to pursue,
identify and recommend viable, diernative treatments to assst war-time veterans in essuming their
rightful role as leeders and contributing citizens of The Empire Sdle

Post-Traumatic Sress Disorder (PTSD) and Traumatic Brain Injury (TBi) are the defined injuries
for veterans sarving in Irag and Afghanistan and areroutindy trested by Department of Defense
(DO) and the United Sates Department of Velerans Affars (VA) through aregiment of menta
hedth care and medication, which for too many, isineffective.

The devagtation of PTSD and TBI demands a dedicated and comprehensive study to ddinede
viable treatments suich as anima therapy, hyperbaric oxygen treament (HBOT) and various other
courses of action tha have demonstrated beneficid reaults.

The resolution — reiterating a 2014 Department proposa — mirrors a position developed and offered
by the Nationa American Legion and presented to Congress.
(Priority Legislation)

Resolution #30, 2016; Cadls for coordination of an open flow of information across stae
agencies, regulatory authorities and education ingtitutions that would remove barriers and accderde
pathways to civilian occupations for former military personnel, ensuring recognition and acceptance
of military licenses and credentids achieved in service.

Many veterans, looking to establish careers and familiesin New York State after leaving the military,
find they must go through alengthy and often costly forma state administrative process to secure
licenses and certificates for professions and skills they performed admirably while on active duty.

Transferring vauable and unique caresr experiences, such as emergency medicd

technician/ paramedic, licensed practica and registered nursing, physica thergpy assistant, bus and
truck driver and police patrol officer (are just afew) should not have barriers delaying or preventing
veterans from moving licensure for a compatible dvilian work pogtion.

(Priority Legislation)

Resolution #31, 2016; Calls for state legisation to prevent private housing associations from
prohihiting home owners/ residents from displaying an American flag — prohibitions that are an
afront to many men and women who selflesdy served and often sacrificed gredtly under the banner
of our Netion.

{Priority Legislation)

Resolution #32, 2014 Cdls for establishing Sae Veterans Cameteries in communities that
successfully complete al legd prerequisitesin New York. Such cemeteries would provide for the
proper and respectful internment of veterans in areas not adequately served by nationd or loca
veteran's cemeteries. Senator Schumer announced $36 million in Federal Funding has been
included in the President’s Fiscal Year 2017 Budget.
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Resolution #23, 2014: Requires every school district in New York to offer qudified veterans a
school tax exemption on ther primary property of residence: The Governor signed into law on
Degember 18, 2013 legidation tha dlows school districts to offer the dternative veterans property
tax exemption (RPTL 458-a). Not dl school districts have held a public hearing to consider the law,
which is optiond for the loca digtricts. 7he American L egion urges amending the existing
legislation fo mandate school districts fo conduct a public hearing fo gauge community
support or ogpposition fo imposing a veterans’ exemption on school taxes. (Priority
Legislation) — 0% 06/ 16 - Senator Carlucci is working on alternative actions to solve the
problem.

BOYSSTATE: American Legion Boys Sateis a unique program that teaches high school juniors
leadership, citizenship traning, and individua responghbility, while offering a perspective of the
practica operaion of government.

Previously New York State has authorized a $150,000 grant to offset overdl costs of the program in
which 1,000 boys annualy participae a SUNY Morrisville.

Continuation of the grant is urged to ensure financid well-being of the program, while maintaining
an important educationa opportunity for our state’s young men. (Priority Legisiation and or
Funding) - 04/ 08/ 16— Senator Croci obtained the Funds - $150,000

VETERANS DEFENSE PROGRAM (VDPY): The Veterans Defense Program was crested
severd years ago 1o assst veteransin the arimind justice system, who aso struggled with untreated
srvicereaed mentd hedth issues.

It isthefirgt in the nation and has assisted New Y ork veterans in more than 100 arimind justice and
family court systems, while training hundreds of lawyers defending veterans.

The VDP received $500,000 in the 2015 Sate Budget to operateits program and is seeking atotd of
$1.1 million in the 2016-2017 budget. The Americen Legion supports the increase in funding for this
worthy program. (Priority Legislation and or Funding) — H owever, the same amount $500,000
was budgeted again.

Resolution #7, 2014 Request cregtion of aNew York State World War | Centennid
Commission to ensure a suitable observance of the“war to end dl wars,” and to provide for the
designation of memorids to those members of the United States Armed Forces who served in that
war. Fiscd impact should be minimd. A9524 DenDekker — 06/ 14/ 16 — Substituted by s685A —
6856 Martins 06/ 14/ 16 — Substituted for @529, Ordered to Third Reading Rules Cd. 183, Passed
Assembly & Returned to the Senate — A Memorandum of Support was | ssued on 06/ 07/ 16.

Resolution #10, 2014 Quicide is epidemic among our veterans. The American Legion urges
Congress and the President to sign into law the Suidde Prevention for American Vetaans Adt, or
similar acts, that will expand and improve care provided for veterans and service members with
mentd hedth issues, or who are a risk for suicide. We dso urgethe New York Sate Legidaure and
state agencies to keep funding and supporting programs and groups that reach out to men and
women in uniform, veterans and their families through family care programs, suicide prevention
programs, job fars, and public service announcements, bringing about awareness of PTSD and
suicide prevention.
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[
LEGISLATION SUPPORTED IN 2016

T he folfowing legisiation introduced during the 2015 and/ or 20716 L egisiative Session is
currently under consideration by legisiators. The American Legion remains behind these
proposals and urges support and adoption of these proposals.

(NOTE: 2015 Bill # s | dentified with an *)

PERFORMANCE OF ASTUDY REGARDINGHOMELESSVETERANSIN THE
STATE OF NEWYORK

Would require a study be conducted by the New York Stae Division of Vaerans Affdrs, the Office of
Temporay Disability Serviog, Depatment of Labor and the Office of Children and Family Sarvicesto
determine the number of homdess personsin New York Sdewho aeveterans. [t will dso determine the
nurmber of offsoring of the vetarans and current placement, and whether suich veterans suffered miilitary
sexud trauma

A4H* — Rozie— O/ 0% 16~ Passed Assembly, Ddlivered fo Senafe Reported to Veterans Homaland
Security & Military Affairs Recalled from Senate, Refuned to Assembly fo Third Reading &
Amended On Third Reading 434c - &25675% — Farker &/ 10V 16 — Amend & Recornmit to Velerans,
Homeland Secuirity & Military Affairs — Print # 2575C

RELATESTO USE OF PERSONAL CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION RECEIVED
FROM VETERANSOR FAMILY MEMBERSOF VETERANSRECEIVING SERVICES
FROM THE STATE

Requires dl subdivisions of the stateto, when deding with adient or customer, inquire as to whether or not
he! she or afamily member is aveteran, and, if so, notify them of the tremendous additiond resource
avdlablein the Divigon of Vaerans Affars (NYSDVA).

A5514" Cusick — 03/ 16/ 16— Fassed Assernbly, Ddlivered fo the Senate & Referred fo Vetferans,
Homeland Security & Military Affairs - 703 - Parker 06/ 0% 16— Amend & Recommit o
Veterans, Homeland Security & Military Affairs — Print #27834
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