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Introduction
In order to really understand what God is telling us in His Word (the Bible, Scripture), we must be able to bridge the gap between the Old Testament and the New Testament. What does one have to do with the other? If we only focus in on the Old Testament, we will read the books contained in it as if we were reading history books and we will miss the whole purpose of what God is doing on this earth with ALL of mankind – with ALL of the descendants of Adam and Eve. 

The Bible is, in fact, the historical record of a people chosen by God for a particular purpose. These are the children of the “fathers”, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (Deuteronomy 7:6-8) 

But then in Romans 9:22-26, God inspires Paul to write:


What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with 
much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, and that he might make 
known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared 
beforehand for glory, even us whom he called, not of the Jews only, but also of the 
Gentiles? As He says also in Hosea:



“I will call them My people, who were not My people, And her beloved, who was 
not beloved.” And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them, ‘You are 
not My people.’ there they shall be called sons of the living God.” (NKJV)

Now He is referring to people who were not physical descendants or of the household of the “fathers”.

In the New Testament, things change. But if we focus only on the New Testament, as though the Old Testament no longer matters, we will miss HOW we ALL fit into the plan of God – not only as physical descendants of the patriarch Abraham, (the father of the faithful), but also as spiritual sons and daughters of Abraham through Jesus the Christ, the Seed spoken of as far back as in Genesis 3:15.

One of the major lessons or themes that runs throughout the bible, from Genesis to Revelation is found in Habakkuk 2: 2-4 and Romans 1: 16 -17. And that is:


“The just shall live by faith.”

In this bible study, we hope to connect what we have learned so far in Genesis (OT book) about Abraham, Isaac, and Ishmael with the spiritual lessons spoken of in the book of Galatians (NT book). And we hope to show how those in the OT were required to live by faith just as those of NT are required to live by faith.

Galatians 1:1 – 24


~ What is the original gospel that Paul was taught?


Mark 1: 14 – 15 ~ Jesus called it the “gospel of the kingdom”. But is the 



gospel of the kingdom only referring to the coming Kingdom of God? Is there 


more to the gospel message of the New Testament?

One can know and believe that the kingdom of God is coming and then not be able to enter in because certain conditions are not in place in one’s life. These factors include but are not limited to faith, love, repentance, and having the Spirit of God. Consider the following:


~ “But without faith it is impossible to please Him for he that cometh to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. – (Hebrews 11:6)
~ “He who saith, “I know Him,” and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” (I John 2:4)
~ Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and every one that loveth Him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of Him. (I John 5:1)
~ “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, If so be that the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” (Romans 8:9)

How does one receive the Spirit?

~ Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost [Spirit]. (Acts 2:36 – 38)
If these conditions, along with others mentioned in the Bible, are met, then one is considered to be “born again”. Then, and only then, will it be possible to be in the Kingdom of God. 
John 3:3 ~ Jesus answered and said to him [Nicodemus], “Most assuredly I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
Gospel = “good news” = “glad tidings”.

“Gospel” references in the New Testament:


Gospel of peace – Romans 10:15


Gospel of the grace of God – Acts 20:24

Gospel of God – Romans 1:1; 15:16


Gospel of Christ – Romans 1:9,16; 15:19, 29; I Cor. 9:12, 18; II Cor. 4:4; 9:13; 10:14; 


Galatians 1:7

Those who are appointed once to die, (everyone), now have the opportunity to live forever. That is good news for all of us…IF we choose to accept Jesus as our Savior. 


John 3:13 – 16 ~ No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

Romans 10: 1 – 17 ~ (Read the Scriptures) –A summary of the gospel

(Also see Isaiah 53)


Acts 10: 34 – 43 ~ Peter brings “good news” to the Gentiles.


Acts 13: 26 – 48 ~ Paul brings the “good news” to both Jews and Gentiles.

The “good news” that Paul is speaking of is referred to in Galatians 1: 15 – 16 and Acts 9: 17 – 20. When Jesus met Paul on the road to Damascus, He revealed Himself to Paul. Paul did not understand who Jesus was. That is why it was so easy for him to persecute the church. He was a Pharisee, he knew the law, and he knew the scriptures. But he did not realize that the law was there to bring us to Christ.



Acts 8: 1 – 8, 12 – Philip preached the things concerning the kingdom of God 


AND the name of Jesus Christ.

Galatians 2: 1 – 21


~ vs. 1 - 5 ~ Titus not compelled to be circumcised. Why not?



Acts 15: 1 – 21 ~ Circumcision is not a requirement for salvation.

Acts 10: 24 – 48


~ vs. 11 – 21 ~ Peter was not practicing what he preached; he was being 
hypocritical. Whenever someone desired to become a part of Israel or of 
Judaism, they were required to do things in the Jewish traditions. 



~When did Peter’s perspective change toward the Gentiles?




Acts 10: 24 – 43; 11:17 – 18 - The conversion of the Gentiles was from 



God; it was His will.

~ Peter reverted back to his old ways, the way that he had grown up with, the way that


he had known from birth. However, once you are born again, what defines us is not 
what defined us before. We are children of God and we are expected to act like 
God. 
And God is not a respecter of persons.

Did that mean that the Jews did not keep Moses’ law anymore, that they no longer circumcised their children, nor walked after the traditions of their fathers? No it did not!

Read Acts 21: 17- 30 for the answer.
Galatians 3: 1 – 29


~ vss. 1 – 9



How do we receive the Spirit of God – by the works of the law or by faith? 




Romans 3:19 – 20 – By the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified.




Romans 3:21 – 26 – Justified by faith



Romans 3: 28 – 31




Romans 4:1 – 8, 9 –




Abraham was not accounted righteous by the works of the law but by 




faith.


~ vss. 10 – 14



What is the curse of the law?




Galatians 3:10


~ vss. 15 – 18



~ Who is the Seed?



~ What covenant did God make with Abraham?





Genesis 15; Genesis 17; Genesis 22: 15 – 19



vss. 19 – 25




~ What was the purpose of the law?





The purpose of the law was to bring us to Christ (vs. 24)





Romans 7: 7 – 12 (Romans 3:31)




Galatians 3:22 – Romans 3:1,2, 9 – 20


vss. 26 – 29




~ How can we identify Abraham’s seed?





~ Romans 8: 14 - 17
Galatians 4: 1 – 31


~ vss. 8 – 10 



~ Deuteronomy 12:29 – 32; Leviticus 18: 1 - 5



~ Colossians 2: 4 – 23




(Jeremiah 31:31 – 34; Hebrews 7 – 11)


~ vss. 12 – 20



~ vss. 21 – 31



~ Bondmaid (Hagar) and Freewoman (Sarah)




~ Abraham’s two sons represented different things.

Galatians 5:1 – 26


~ The whole law is summed up as “You shall love thy neighbor as thyself.”



~Romans 13: 8 - 10




(Accomplished by being led by the Spirit and walking in the Spirit.)
Galatians 6: 1 - 18

~ Bear one another’s burdens.

~ We reap what we sow.


~ Be not weary in well-doing.
